Pearson Education Limited
Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex tmzo 2, England
and associated companies throughout the world
© Pearson Education Limited 2001
Visit our website: http:f/www.longman.com/dictionaries

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced,

stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means,

electronic, mechanlical, photocopying, recording or otherwise,
without the prior written permission of the Publishers.

First published 2001
aos a6 008 voy gog

Words that the editors have reason to believe constitute
trademarks have been described as such. However, neither the
presence nor the absence of such a description should be
regarded as affecting the legal status of any trademark.

158N 0582 pré42 2

Set in 7pt MetaPlus Normal by Peter Wray
Printed in China
NPCC/o3

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Director Della Summers
Editarial Director & Publisher Pierre-Henri Cousin
Editor & Project Manager Wendy Lee
Lexicographer Stella O'Shea
ittustrator Chris Simpson
Design Alex Ingr

Cover design Abbey Design, Harlow, Essex

Proofreader Irene Lakhani

and the Longman Dictionaries team

Contents

Using the Dictionary
Phrasal Verbs A-Z

PHRASAL VERB ACTIVATOR
Like/dislike

Love & friendship

Start

Stop

Continue

Leave

On the telephone
TV/radio/lights/machines

Irregular Verbs

194
195
196

198
199
200
201

437



Using the Dictionary

What are phrasal verbs and how are they used?

A phrasal verb is a verb that consists of two or three words; its
meaning is different from the meaning those words would
have if you considered each one separately. For example, the
meaning of carry out (=do) in the sentence Scientists carried
out an experiment is not related to the normal meaning of
‘carry’ or the normal meaning of ‘out’. You cannot guess the
meaning of pull up (=stop) in the sentence A car pulled up
outside the house even If you know what ‘pull’ and ‘up’

mean. Even though answer bock (=answer rudely) is related to
the meaning of the verb ‘answer”, this does not help you to
understand what answer back means.

Most phrasal verbs consist of two words: get up, go off, turm on,
make out, and deal with. The first word is a verb; the second
word, called a particle, is either an adverb (such as ‘out’) or a
preposition (such as ‘with’}. There are also some three-word
phrasal verbs: for example, catch up with, look forward to.

Verbs which are used with an adverb or preposition but do not
combine to produce a special meaning are not phrasal verbs.
In sentences such as The boy fell off his bike and We corried
some chairs out into the garden, ‘fall off” and ‘carry out” are
not phrasal verbs because their meaning can be worked out if
you know what ‘fall’ and ‘off’, ‘carry” and ‘out’ mean.

Some verbs are only ever used with a particular preposition or
adverb: for example, rely on and emount to. Other phrasal
verbs mean almost the same as the verb on its own, but the
adverb adds emphasis or contains the idea of an action being
completed or continued: for example, eat up, hurry up, toil
oway. Some phrasal verbs are used with it" — fiit it off, jump to
it — and others are used with a reflexive pronoun - pride
yourseif en, lend itself to.

How do | find the phrasal verb 1 am looking for?

First look for the main (one-word) verb - the ‘keyward’ - in
its alphabetical position; these keywords are shown in big
CAPITAL LETTERS. Under each keyword, phrasal verbs are
listed alphabetically according to their particles. They are
shown in small capiTaL LeTTERS. For example, if you are looking
for get up, first look for GET in big capital letters, When you
have found GET, look for cer up in small capital letters; you
will find it in its alphabetical positian, towards the end of the
entry for GET.

When you have found the phrasal verb you want, you may
discover that it has more than one sense; the most commaon
meanings are listed first.

How can the dictionary help me with grammar?

Your dictionary explains what each phrasal verb means.

It also shows you clearly how each is used. It does this in
two ways: by giving example sentences, and by giving
grammatical information (‘grammar patterns'} at each sense.
The grammar patterns show whether a verb takes an object,
where the object goes, and whether the obect is a person
or a thing.

For example, at turn on (=make something start working),
there are two grammar patterns: turn on sth, turn sth on.
They show that the object can come either after the
phrasal verb, or between the main verb and the particle.
The examples also help you to understand how the
phrasal verb is used, and how the position of the object
can vary:

* / turned on the radic and listened
to the six o’ clock news, » Could you
turn the oven on, if you're going in the
kitchen?



USING THE DICTIONARY i

At nod off, there is only one grammar pattern; nod off.
This is because the verb does not take an object, and you
can see this again in the example: / missed the end of her
lecture — | think | must have nodded off.

At join in (=take part in an activity with other people), the
grammar patterns are: join in, join in sth. They show that
join in can be used without an object, or with an object
immediately after the phrasal verb. The examples alsa
help you to see this: When we get to the chorus, | want
everybody to join in. » Politely, he joined in the laughter.

At talk into (=persuade someone to do something,
especially something they are unwilling to do), this
grammar pattern is given: talk sh into sth. This shows that
talk into must have two objects. The first is a person

('sh’ = somebody/somecne), and the second is a thing
(‘sth’ = something). The example shows the verb in a
typical sentence: | should never have let you talk me into
this crazy scheme.

Phrasal verbs such as turn on, put off, and rip off can all take
an object between the main verb and the particle, or after
the phrasal verb. They are called ‘separable’ phrasal verbs
because their twa parts can be separated:

turn on Can you turn the oven on for me? Can you turn on the oven for me?

Remember, though, that with this type of verb, two more
rules apply:

If the object is a pranoun (g word such as 'it’, *her’, ‘them’,
‘me’, 'you' etc which is used instead of a noun sa that you
do not have to repeat the noun), the pronoun must come
between the verb and the adverb. For example:

turn off if you're not listening to the radio, 'l bun it off (not il turn off it).

If the object is a long phrase, it should come after the
phrasal verb. For example:
carry out = The French carried out a series of six nuclear tests,
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What other information does the dictionary give me?

Nouns and adjectives which are related to a phrasal verb are
shown after the meaning of the phrasal verb that they come
from. For example, the noun biackout appears atter the
phrasal verb biack out (=suddenly become unconscious),
and the adjective made-up appears after the phrasal verb
make up {=invent a story, name etc).

Sometimes you will find that an entry for a phrasal verb
is followed by a bold preposition. These prepositions are
frequently used with the phrasal verb, and the example
sentence which follows the preposition shows how this
works, For example:

back out: to decide not to do
something that you have agreed to do |
» The couple who were going to buy
our house backed out at the last
ntinute. + of » She’s made a promise |
and she can't back out of it now.

Commeon phrases which use a particular phrasal verb are
also shown in bold:

bet on sth: to feel sure that

something will happen, especially so
that it influences what you decide ta
do » Traders who had bet on a tise in
share prices lost money. don't bet on |
it/ | wouldn’t bet on it» “Oo you think |
they'll let me work for them again?”

“f wouldn’t bet on it."
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Abbreviations used in this dictionary

AD)

ete
N
PLN
sb
sth
v

adjective

etcetera

noun

plural noun
somebody, someane
something

verb

vili

Aa

ABANDON

ABANDON TO

abandan yaurself ta sth: to nat Loy ta
control a strong feeling » She
abandoned herself entirely (o grief.

ABIDE

ABIDE BY —+

abide by sth: to obey or agree to the
conditions of a rule, law, or agreement
» The President has to abide by the
same rules as everyone else,

ABSORB

ABSORBED IN »

be absorbed in sth: to be very
Interested in what you are doing, so
that you do nat notice what is
happening around you » { was so
absorbed in my work that | dida’t
notice the time.

ABSTAIN

ABSTAIN FROM —

abstain from sth: to not do something
you would like to do, especially for
health or religious reasons » Women
are ustally advised to abstain from
alohal during pregnancy.

ACCOUNT

ACCOUNT FOR —

1 aegounk for sth: to form a particular
part or amount of samething

® Exparts account for over 8o per cent
of sales.

2 account for sth: to give a
satisfactory explanation for something
» How do you account for his sudden
disuppearance?

3 account for sth: to be the reason for
something » spcial factors that
account for high erime rates

4 account for sh/ sth: to know where
someone is or what happened to
something » At [ast, alf the childrer

i were accounted for. » Every peany iias
i o be uccounted for

L AcE
§ACEOUT +

ace aut sbf sth: 1o easily defear
someone or something & 5he aced owt

i her closest val for the top job.

ACHE
{ ACHE FOR —
¢ ache for sb/sth: to want someone of

samething very much » { was aching

i for some time alome with her, » He
i ached for her.

: ACQUAINT

i ACQUAINT WITH —

;1 acquaint sb with sb/sth: to learn

i about or to lell sameone about

¢ someone of something » Are your

[ acquainled with my old friend, Sinoa?
i » She took the trouble to acquaint

herself with her students.

i 2 acquaint sb with sth: ro tell

someone about spmething - He

: decided to use this opporiunity to
= acquaint hrer with the true facts.

LACT
¢ OACT OUT —

1 act out sth, act sth out: to perform
the events in a story or situation » The

i students are asked to act out the role
i ofayoung persan wha is being
i bullied.

2 act out sth, act sth out: to express
your emotions by doing something
® teenagers who acl out their
frustrations through drinking

| ACTUp

att up: 1o behave badly » He olways
used to act up in class when he was

yoting.
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ADD

ADD IN —

add in sth, add sthin: to include
something in a total » /f your add in aff
the other costs, we made very little
money.

ADD ON —

add on sth, add sth on, add on: Lo
increase a number or cost, of 2dd a
part to something = a four of East
Asia, where you could add on an extra
week in Bali » an extension odded on
to the back of the house

ADD TO

add to sth: to make something bigger
or greater » This will only odd to the
cost af getting it fixed. » The report
wifl anly add to the public’s fears
abouwt genetically modified foods.
ADD UP
1add up sth,
add sth up,
add up: o
calculate the
total of
several
numbers

v The waiter added up the bill again.

w The kids are all taught how lo read,
wrile, and add up.

2 add up: to be likely to be true ar
carrect » The sums just didn't add tp -
£300 seemed to be missing, » It all
odds up - he's the only person who
could possibly have committed the
crime.

3 add wp: if small amounts or numbers.
add up, the total gradually gets to be
surprisingly big » if you srrack
between meals, the caiories soon add
up.

ADDUPTO -

add up to sth: to have a particulas
result or effect » All their work adds
up to a remarkable achievement.

ADDRESS

ADDRESS TO —

address yourself to sth: to deal with a
subject or problem » The committes

will address itself to three main issues.

ADHERE
ADHERE TO —

i adhere to sth: to obey a rule, law, or
i agreement » Both sides are expected
i to adhere to the riles,

| ADMIT

ADMITTO +

admit to sth: to say that you have
done something wrong or that you
have a feeling that you think you
should not have. admit to doing sth

i B Held never admit to being scared.
» The three prisoners finafly admitted

to kidnapping the ambassador,

ADVISE

ADVISE OF +

advise sb of sth: 1o tell someone
about a fact or situation » Patients
were not advised of the risks of the
aperation.

AGREE

AGREE WITH —

1 not agree with sb: if a type of food
or drink does not agree with you, it
makes you feel slightly ill » 1 like red
wine, but it doesn't really agree with

i me

2 agree with sb: if something agrees
with you, It makes you feel good

» She looks really well - the country
air obwiously agrees with her.

AIM

Al AT *

1 aim at sth: to try to achieve
something » We're aiming at a growth
rate of 25%.

2 be almed at sb: to be intended for a
particular type of person or group to

3

use, buy, or watch » a mew TV series
aimed at women in their 305

3 be aimed at sb: if a remark is aimed
at someone, especially’a criticism, it is
intended to be about them » | hope
that last comment wasn’t aimed at
me.

ALLOW

ALLOW FOR

1 allow for sth: to include or consider
something when you are making a
plan or decision » Make sure vou
allow for possible delays on the way
to the afrport.

2 allow for sth: to make it possible for
something to happen » The system
allows far phatas ta be seat via email.

ALLUDE

ALLUDE TO —

allude to sb/ sth: ta mention someone
or something indirectly » He seemed
to be alluding to recent events in
Europe.

AMOUNT

AMOUNT TO —

4 amount to sth: to be the same or
have the same effect as something
else » Pieasure and happiness do not
necessarily armount to the same thing.
2 not amount to much also not
@#mount to a great deol etc: Lo not
seem very Important, good, successiul
alc > She felt that her awn qcedemic
ochlevements didn't omount to much.
3 amount to sth: to resultin a
particular total » Total bank {ending to
[armers in the region amounts fo
whout £300m.

ANGLE

ANGLE FOR —

angle far sth: ta try ta get something
In an indirect way » We gif knew she
was angfing for promotion.

ALLOW » APPROXIMATE

i ANSWER

i ANSWER BACK —

i answer back, answer sb back: to

: answer someone rudely, especially a
i parent or teacher » Just do as your

i mother tells you, and don't answer

i back!

i ANSWER FOR -

; 1answer for sth: to be considered

i respaonsible for something bad and

i possibly be punished for it, have to
; answer for sth » One day the general

will have to answer for his crimes in a
court of law.

2 have a lot to answer for also have @
good deal to answer for: to be
responsible for causing a lot of trouble
- { think that television has a great
deal to answer for.

ANSWER TO —

answer to sb: to have o explain the
reasons for your actions to someone
and accept what they think about
them » Politicians figve to answer

to the voters at the general

election.

APPEAL

APPEAL TO —

appeal to sb: to be attractive or
interesting to someane » The mavie
will appea! to children of alf ages.
APPROVE

APPROVE OF —

i approve of sth/sb: to think that

something or someane is good, right,
or sultable » His parents didn't reafly
approve of the marriage.

APPROXIMATE

APPROXIMATE TO —
approximate to sth: to be almost the

{ same as a particular amount or a

particular situation & This figure
approximates to the total population

: of Western Europe,
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ARGUE

ARGUE OUT »

argue sth out, argue out sth: to argue
about or discuss every part of
something in order to make a final
decision » They spent months arguing
out the detofls of the divarce.

ARRIVE

ARRIVE AT+

arrive at sth: to make a decision or
agreement about something after
carelully considering it & The jury took
five hours to orrive at o verdict.

ASCRIBE

ASCRIBE TO —

ascribe sth to sth: to say what
something is caused by & Her death
was ascribed fo natural causes.

ASK

ASK AFTER *

ask after sb: to ask how someane Is or
what they have been doing » { saw Jan
the other doy - she asked after your.
ASK ALONG *

ask sb along, ask along sb: to invite
someone to go somewhere with you

» Why don't you ask some of your
[friends nlong?

ASK AROUND, iSO ASK ROUND —
ask around/ round: to ask several
people about something in order to
find the information that you need

» ('l ask around and see if there’s a
rogm available,

ASK FOR —

1 ask for sb: Lo say that you would like
1o speak to semeone & He called the
police station and asked for Inspector
Tennison.

2 1} you couldn’t ask for a better.
used to say that someone or
something is the best of their kind

& You couldn’t ask for a mare romantic
place for @ holiday:

4

3 5b Is asking for trouble: used Lo say
that someone is deing something that
is clearly going to make something
bad happen to them = Anyone who
walks around that area after dark is
asking for trouble.

4 sb was asking for it: used o say
that someone deserved to be attacked
or deserved something had that
happened to them i “Why did you hit
him?” “He was asking forit.”

ASK IN —
ask sbin: to
invite
someone to
comeinto a
room or
building ¥ /
asked him in
for a cup of coffee.

ASK QUT —

ask sb out: to ask someone to go Lo a
restaurant, film etc with you,
especially because you want to start a
romantic relationship with them = At
first he was too shy to ask her out.

+ for » She rang me up that same
evening and osked me out far a drink
ASK OVER, /S0 ASK ROUND

ask sb over/ round: to invite someone
to come to your house for a meal, a
drink ete & You must ask fim over for
dinner some time.

ASK ROUND 5€€ ASK AROUND, ASK
OVER

ASPIRE

ASPIRE TO —*

aspire to sth: to want and try hard to
achieve something » She had always
aspired to a career in politics.
ASSOCIATE

ASSOCIATE WITH -+

1 be associated with sth/sb: to be
connected with something or someone
= We ail know the risks thet are

5

associated with smoking,

2 assoclate sth/sb with sth/ sh: to
make a connection in your mind
between one thing or person and
another » People usually associote
fapan with high tech consumer
prodiicts.

3 associate with sb: to spend time
with someone, especially someone
other people disapprove of » My
parents didn’t want me to gssociate
with the family from across the street.

ATONE

ATONE FOR —

atone for sth: to do semething to
show that you are sorry for doing
something wrong and want to make
the situation you have caused better
» They were anxious to atone for all
they had done during the war.

ATTEND

ATTEND TO —

1 attend to sth: to deal with something
» Tom left early, saying he had some
Important business to attend to.

2 attend to sb: to help or look after
fiomeone b Army medics were busy
aftending to the wounded.

ATONE » AVERAGE

ATTRIBUTE

ATTRIBUTE TO

1 attribute sth to sth: Lo think that
something was caused or made by a
particular person, event, or situation
» Global warming has been attributed
te an increase in pollution from cars.
» The painting was originally
attributed to Picasse,

2 attribute sth to sh/ sth: to believe
that someone or something has a
particular quality » We must be caraful
not o attribute humarn motives to
animals.

AUCTION

AUCTION OFF —

auction off sth, auction sth off: to sell
something valuable to the person who
offers the most money. » The entire
contents of the family home fhad to be
auctioned off.

AVERAGE

AVERAGE OUT —

average out at aiso average out to
sth: to have a particular amount as the
average » "How much do you spend
on groceries?” “It averages out at
around £150 a week."



BACK

Bb

BACK

BACK AWAY —+

1 back away: to move backwards so
that you are further away from
someone or something » “Are you
crazy? she cried, backing away in
horror.

2 back away: to become unwilling to
do something that you originally
said you would do. + from » The
gavernment has been accused of
backing away from a promise to
increase tax ollowonges.

BACK DOWN —

back down: to accept that you cannot
win an argument or that you are wrong
about something » The union refused
to back down and called for
fmmediate strike action,

BACK OFF —

1 back off: to move backwards so that
you are further away from someone or
something » He backed off
immediately when { told him ! had a
qun.

2 back off: to stop trying to influence
someone or trying to make someone
do something » You should back off
for a while and let Alan make his own
decisions.

3 back off: to become unwilling to do
something that you eriginally said you
would do. + from » The President is
backing off from his promise to hold
free electlons.

4 back off!: used ta tell someone to
g0 away and stop annoying or
criticizing you 3 Hey, back off, buddy!
Can't you see it’s none of your
business?

i also BACK ONTO —

BACK ONTO,

back ontof on ta sth:
if a building backs
onta a river, field,
road, ete the back of
the building faces it
» The house backs
onto a field and @
nature reserve.
BACK OUT -+
back out: to decide not 1o do
something that you have agreed to do
» The couple who were going to buy
our house backed out at the last
minute. + of » She's made a promise
and she con't back out of it frow,
BACK Up —
1 back up sth, back sth up: to prove
that something is true » There was no
scientific evidence to back up their
claims.
2 back b up, back up sb: to support
someone by saying that they are
telling the truth » Peggy was there
too. She’l] be able to bock me up.
3 back up sh/ sth, back sb/sth up: to
provide additional help or support
» Gfficials discussed the possibility of
using the army to back up the police.
back-up v additional help or support
» Several police cars provided back-
up for the officers.
back-up anj back-up systems,
services, or equipment are designed
to be used if the main one does not
work effectively » Nuclear reactors
have superbly efficient back-up
systems in case of emergencies.
4 back up sth, back sth up: to copy
computer information onto a separate
disk 50 that the information is safe if
there is a problem with the computer
» You should back up your dota at
least once a week.
back-up n a copy of information on a

computer » Remember lo keep
back-ups of all your important files.
back-up Aol produced when you
make a copy of information on a
computer » ¢ back-up copy
5 back up, back up sth, back sth up: to
drive a vehicle backwards » The driver
backed the taxi up to the hotel door.

BAIL

BAIL OUT —

1 bail sb out, bail out sb: to help
someone with their financial problems
by giving them money » Richard has
run up huge debts at college and his
parents have refused to bail him out.

2 bail sb out, bail out sb: to leave a
sum of money with a law court so that
someone can be let out of prison until
their trial » Clarke’s family paid
£50,000 to bail him out.

3 bail out, bail out sth, bail sth out: to
use a container to remove water from
the bottom of a boat » We were
bailing out as fast as we could, but it
Was no use.

4 bail out: to jump out of a plane in
order to escape, because it s going to
crash = The aircraft was hit, but the
Ppllot managed to bail out just in time.
BAIL OUT ON —

bail out on sb: to stop supporting
someone » A lot of people eventually
bailed out on the president,

BALANCE

BALANCE AGAINST —

balance sth against sth: to consider
the impartance of ane thing in relation
to another » The cost af treatment has
to be balanced against the health
benefits.

BALANCE OUT —

balance out: if twa or more Lhings
balance out, the final result is that
they are equal » Sometimes i loak

: bandage
: sth/sbup:

BAIL » BANG

i after the kids and sometimes john
: does - 50 in the end it all batances

oul.
BALE see BAIL
BAND

BAND TOGETHER —
band together: to work with other
people as a group in order to achieve
something » Local residents banded
together to demand more police
officers on the streets.

BANDAGE

bandage
up sth/sb,

totiea
long
narrow
piece of
material
around a part of the body that is
injured » The nurse bandaged me up
and sent e home to rest.

BANDY

BANDY ABOUT, 250 BANDY
ARDUND —

bandy about/around sth, bandy sth
about/around: to mention a word,
name, idea etc often » Names ifke
Brod Pitt and Anthony Hopkins are
being bandied cbout for starring roles
in the show.

BANG

BANG AROUND, ai50 BANG ABOUT +
bang around/ about: to move around
a place, doing things and making a

lot of noise » Michael was banging
about in the garage, hunting for his
toois.




BANK » BASH

BANG AWAY *
bang away: o work hard at something.
+ at/on » Marce! banged away on his
report all night.
BANG DOWN —
bang down sth, bang sth down: to put
something down vialently and noisily
because you are annoyed » “That'’s
enough!” Lawa said, banging down
the iron.
BANG ON
bang on: Lo talk a lot about the same
thing especially in order to make
people take notice of what you are
saying. + about » /'m sorry to keep
banging on about this, but our safety
rules really are very important.
BANG UP —
1 bang sb up: {0 put someone in
prison ¥ Their father hod been banged
up in jail for more than a year.
2 bang up sthy sb, bang sth/ sb up: to
seripusly damage something or injure
someane b My car got pretty banged
up, but I'm okay.

banged-up 4p old and damaged

» She drives a banged-up old jeep.
BANK
BANK ON —
bank on sth/sh: to depend on
something happening or on someone
daing something » They're banking on
o win tonight to take them through to
the final. | wouldn't bank on it (=used
o emphasize that you cannot depend
on something happening) » It looks as
if the weather will be good on the day,
but ! wouldn't bank on it.

BARGAIN

BARGAIN FOR —

more than you bargained for: not
expected and not wanted » It was @
wonderful holiday but it cost o lot
more than we'd bargained for.

BARGAIN FOR, 0150 BARGAIN ON
not bargain for/ on sth: to not expect
something to happen, especially
something that causes problems

> [ hadn’t bargained on being stuck in
traffic for two hours.

BARGE

BARGE |N, (/50 BARGE INTO

1 barge in, barge Into sth: to rudely
enter a building or room without being
asked » { wish you wouldn't barge
inta the bathroom without knocking!
2 barge in, barge into sth: to rudely
interrupt what someone else is saying
or doing » Gardon had an annoying
habit of sitting down and barging into
ather peaple’s comversalions.

BASE

BASE ON, al50 BASE UPON -+

base sth on/ upon sth: to use facts,
ideas, racords ete that you already
have In arder to decide something or
produce something else » ! based my
decision on what f thought wauld be
best for the chitdren. » The movie wos
based 6n a novel by Sinclair Lewis.

BASH

BASH ABOUT

bash sb/ sth about: to treat someane
or something roughly or violently

» Sari came home covered in bruises,
saying he'd been bashed about at
schoal.

BASH AWAY -+

bash away: to work hard and
continugusly at something. + at

» Mike spent the weekend bashing
away at his latest novel.

BASHIN

bash in sth, bash sth in: to break,
damage, or seriously injure something
» I'll bash your head in if you say that
againt

9

BASH UP -+

bash up sb/ sth, bash sb/sth up: to
badly injure someone or seriously
damage something » Théy said they'd
bash me up if | said anything to the
teachers.

BASK

BASK IN —

bask in sth: to enjoy very much the
attention or admiration that you are
getting from other people » The band
basked in the admiration of @ whole
generation.

BAT

BAT AROQUND —

bat around sth, bat sth around: to
discuss ideas in order to decide
whether or not they are good & We
batted around several suggestions,
but nene of them seemed quite right.

BATHE

BE BATHED IN —

be bathed in sunshine/ moonlight
atc: if a place is bathed in sunshine or
moonlight, the light shines very
brightly into or anta it » The hillside
was suddenly bathed in sunshine as
the clouds parfed.

BATTEN

BATTEN DOWN —

batten down sth, batten sth down: to
firmly fasten a window, door etc in
arder to prevent damage from strong
winds » Stephen was busy battening
down ail the shuiters before the
hurricane arvived.

BATTER

BATTER DOWN —

batter down sth, batter sth down: to
hit a door or wall very hard until it

b s and falls down » Armed police
battered the front door down and
dragged the men into the street.

BASK » BEAR

BATTLE

BATTLE OUT -+

battle it out: if people, teams etc battle
It our, they compete or argue with each
other until one person or leam wins

® On Sunday, the professionals will be
battling it out for a top prize of
£100,000.

BAWL

BAWL OUT —

bawl sb out, bawl out sb: to speak
angrily to someone because they have
done something wiong » My dad
really bawled me ouf for coming home
so late,

BEAR

BEAR DOWN —

1 bear down: to use all your strength
to push or press down on something
v The men all bore down, but the
stone wouldn't budge

2 bear down: to use all your effort to
do something » The home team have
to bear down again and get serious if
they want to win the game.

BEAR DOWN

ON, aiso BEAR
DOWN UPON ~
bear down

on/ upon sb/ sth:
to move quickly
towards someone
or something in a
threatening or
determined way
» The ship bore
down on us and
there seemed to be no escape.
BEAR OUT —»

bear out sthf sb, bear sthsh out: to
support what someone has said and
help ta prove that it is true = Recent
research bears oul the idea that
women are safer drivers than men.




BEAT » BEEF

BEAR UP —

bear up: to remain cheerful and not be
badly affected by a bad situation,
illness ete b fi's bean a very difficult
vear for my father, but he's bearing up
quite well.

BEAR WITH —

bear with me: used to politely ask
someone to wait or be patient while
you do something » | hope you will
bear with me if I tell you ¢ little about
my own situation.

BEAT

BEAT DOWN —

1 the sun beats down: if the sun beats
down, it shines very strangly » The
sun was beating dowrn on our backs
and our throats were dry.

2 the rain beats down: if the rain
beats down, it rains very hard » At
that moment the sky darkened and
the rain began to beat down.

3 beat sb down: to persuade someone
to reduce the price of something you
are buying » They wanted £250,000
for the house but we beat them down
to £200,600.

BEAT OFF

1 beat off sb/sth, beat sb/ sth off: to
succeed in stopping someone from
attacking you, by hitting them » The
old man managed to beat off his
attackers usfng his walking stick.

2 beat off sth/ sh, beat sth/sb off: to
defeat something or someone who is
competing with you or opposing you
» an attempt to beat off a rival bid
from a mabile phone company

BEAT OUT —

1 beat out sth, beat sth out: to
produce a regular pattern of sounds,
especially by hitting something

» Someone began o beat out g
rhythm on the drums.

2 beat out sth, beat sth out: to make a
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fire stop burning by hitting it with
something i She tried to beat oul the
flames with a wet towel.

3 beat sb out, beat out sb: to defeat
someone or do better than themina
competition » The Raiders beat out
their rivals, the Kansas City Chiefs.
BEAT UP —

beat sb up, beat up sb: to attack and
seriously hurt someaoneg, by hitting or
kicking them many times » They beat
t him up so badly he was in hospital for
i amonth.

! BEAT UPON

beat up on sb: to attack someone or
criticize them unfairly » Kerry accused
politicians of beating up on the
poorest citizens in arder to get votes.

BEAVER

BEAVER AWAY

beaver away: to work hard at
something » The mechanics have
been beavering away all night, trying
1o get the car ready for the race.

BECOME

BECOME OF —

what became of sb also whatever
became of sb: used to ask about
someone you used to know and about
what they are doing now » Whatever
became of Phit Goddard?! haven’t
heard from him for years.

BED

BED DOWN -

bed down: to lie down to sleep
somewhere, especially not in your
usual bed » About twenty people hod
bedded down outside the store,
waiting for the sale to start.

BEEF

BEEF UP —+

beef up sth, beef sth up: to improve
samething by making it stronger, mare
powerful, more effective etc » Security
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has been beefed up for the Queen's
visit,
beefed-up o stronger, mare
powerful, more effective etc than
before » a beefed-up version of the
classic model

ELIEVE

BELIEVE IN —

1 believe in sth: to believe that a god
exists or that a particular religion or
belief is true » Mosf British people still
believe in God, even if they don’t go to
church.

2 believe In sth: to think that
something is good or right b don't
believe in alf these silly diets. believe
In doing sth » My grandfather was o
strict vegetarian - he didn’t believe in
killing anything.

3 believe in sb: to be confident that
someone will be able to do something
successfully » The people want a
president that they can believe in.
believe in yourself {(=be confident that
you are good at something or that you
can succeed) » If you want to be an
artist, you have to believe in yourself.

BELONG

BELONG TO —

4 belong to sb: if something belongs
to you, it Is yours » The boat belonged
to one of the lacal fishermen. » Who
does that house belong to now?

2 belong to sth: to be a member of a
particular group or organization » Did
you belong to any ciubs when you
were at university?

3 belong to sth: to come [rom or be
connected with a particular time,
place, or style » The old lady seemed
to belong to a different ero.

BELT
BELT OUT —
belt out sth, belt sth out: to sing ar

BELIEVE » BIND

play semething on a musical
instrument very loudly » Downstairs a
band was belting out @ deafening
selection of their early hits.

BELT UP —

1 belt up!: used to rudely tell someone
to stop talking » “For Christ’s sake,
belt up!” Barton said.

2 belt up: to fasten your seatbelt in a
car or a plane » The government have
introduced o £500 fine for drivers who
don't belt up.

: BEND

BE BENT ON —

be bent on sth: to be very determined
to do something, especially something
bad. be bent on doing sth» The
protesters seem bent on causing as
much disruption as possible,

BET

BET ON —

bet on sth: to feel sure that something
will happen, especially so that it

i influences what you decide to do
¢ » Traders who fhad bet on a rise in
: share prices lost money. don't bet on

it/ wouldn't bet on it » “Do you think
they'l let me work for them again?
“ wouldn't bet o it.”

BILL

BILLAS —

bill sb/sth as sth: Lo publicly describe
someone or something In a particular
way in order to adverlise them » The
festival is being billed as the biggest
of its kind in Europe.

BIND

BIND OVER —

1 hind over sb, bind sb over: if a court
of judge binds someone over, they
order Lthat person to cause no mare

: trouble and will punish them if they
: do. be bound over to keep the peace

v Campbell was arrested and bound




BITE » BLACK

over to keep the peoce for three
months.

2 be bound over for trial: to be taken
to a court of law in order to be judged
to see if you are guilty of a crime

» Davies, 35, was bound over for trial
ot charges of eiding an escaped
criminal,

BE BOUND TO —

be bound to sb/ sth: 1o have made a
formal agreement or promise to obey
someone or something » {'m afraid
that you have signed a contract and
therefore you are bound to it.

BE BOUND UP IN, 4/50 BE BOUND
UP WITH *

be bound up in/with sth: to be very
involved in a particular situation

» Joanna’s too bound up In her own
probiems to be able to help at the
moment,

BE BOUND UP WITH —

be bound up with sth: Lo be closely
connected with something » The
history of the company is closely
bound up with that of the family who
founded it.

BITE

BITE BACK —

1 hite back sth, bite sth back: to
deliberately stop yourself from saying
something or from showing what you
really feel » Carie had a strong desire
to say what she really thought, but
she bit back the words.

2 bite back:
to criticize
someone
strongly and
angrily
because they
have
criticized or
done
something unpleasant to you b The
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prime minister angrily bit back at
government critics today.

BITE INTOQ —

1 bite into sth: to press so hard
against someone’s skin that it hurts or
cuts them » Callum tightened his grip
and she felt his fingers biting into he
wrist,

2 bite Into sth: to use a large part of
the money, time etc that you have
available » Share prices have fallen as
the recessian has bitten into profits.

BLACK
BLACK QUT —
1 black out: to suddenly become
unconscious » The driver of the car
had apparently blacked out at the
wheel.
blackout n when you suddenly
become unconscious » You'll have
to go to the doctor if you keep
havirg these blackouts.
2 be blacked out: if a room, building,
or city is blacked out during a war, all
the lights are turned aff or hidden at
night so that it cannot be seen by
enemy planes » During the bombing,
the city was biacked out and the cafes
closed at 8 pm.
blackout v a period of time at night
during a war when all lights are
turned off or hidden so that
buildings cannot be seen by anemy
planes » Kitty had had enough of
the blackout, the bombings and the
shortages.
3 be blacked out: to have no lights on
because the electricity has stopped
working » From time to time the whole
country was blacked out by power
cuts.
blackout 1 when lights cannot be
turned on because the electricity is
nol working » Due to a power
blackout, their hotel was in tatal
darkness.
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4 black out sth, black sth out: to cover
something with dark material so that it
cannot be seen » The car's ticence
plate had been blacked out with tape.
& black out sth, black sth out: to
prevent a television or radio
programme from being broadeast, or a
news report from being seen or read
® The former Soviet outhorities tried
to black out ali broadeasts from the
West.
blackout 1 when a radio or
television programme is officially
prevented from being broadcast, or
a news report from being printed
» Police ordered a news blackout
while the negotiations to free the
hostages were in progress.

BLANK

BLANK OUT —

1 blank out sth/sb, blank sth/ sb out:
to deliberately try to stop yourself
from thinking about something ar
somecne & ! tried ta compietely blonk
her out of my mind.

a blank out sth, blank sth out: to
cover or remove something that is
written, so that it cannot be read

® The whole of the last paragraph had
been blanked cut.

3 blank out, blank out sth: if
Information or writing on a computer
screen blanks out, it disappears or is
hidden » Suddenly the file ! was
working on blanked out.

4 blank out: to be unable to remember
‘what to say or do » Maiissa took one
look at the exam paper and
completely blanked out.

BLANKET

BLANKET WITH —

be blanketed with snow/mist etc: to
be covered with snow, mist etc

» Virtuatly ofi of Surrey was blanketed
Wwith snow overnight.

BLANK » BLAZE

BLARE

BLARE OUT —

blare out: If music, a radio etc is
blaring out, it is very loud » Military
mwsic was blaring out from the
lovdspeaker system.

BLAST

BLAST AWAY —

1 blast away, blast away sb/ sth, blast
sbyf sth away: to keep firing a gun or
explosives at someone or something
+ at b The farmer started blasting
away at the crows with his shotgen.
2 blast away: to play music very
loudly, especially for a long period of
time & At 2am, the band waos still
blasting away.

3 blast away: to strongly criticize
someone or something. + at » He
blasted away at city officials, bloming
thern for the housing shortage.
BLAST OFF —»

blast off: if a spacecraft blasts off, it
leaves the ground at the beginning of
its journey into space » Next week, a
rocket carrying the first Austrian into
space will blast off from Cape

¢ Canaveral.

blast-off n the moment when a
spacecraft leaves the ground to
begin its journey into space & We
have 10 seconds until blast-off
BLAST DUT
blast out sth, blast sth out, blast out:
if music blasts out or something blasts
itoul, it is very loud » Rap music was
blasting out from the car stereo.
BLAZE
BLAZE AWAY —
4 blaze away: If a fire blazes away, it
burns strangly and brightly » Sa0n the
campfire was blozing away

i 2 blaze away: to keep firing a gun
: continuously. + at » He puiled out a



BLEND » BLOT

gun and started blazing away at the
onceming soldiers.

BLEND

BLEND IN, g/50 BLEND INTO —

1 blend in, blend into sth: to have the
same colour or pattern as surrounding
objects and therefore not look very
different from them » Military vehicles
are peinted green or brown so that
they biend into the surroundings.

+ with » The house is made of focal
stone, which blends i well with the
surrounding countryside.

2 blend In, blend into sth: if someone
blends im, they seem similar to the
other people around them, and do not
seem different or unusual » in Los
Angeles, it doesn't matter where you
came from — ofter @ while you just
blend in. + with » Philippe did his
best ta blend in with the other
students.

BLIMP

BLIMP OUT —

blimp out; to become fat » During
my first year in college ! totally
blimped out from eating so much
junk food

BLISS

BLISS OUT —

bliss out, bliss sb out: to feel very
happy and relaxed, or to make
someone feel this way » After
exercising, biiss out in our relaxing
saund.

BLOCK

BLOCK IN

block in sth, block sth in: 10 write or
draw something that covers a space
on a plece of paper » She'd drawn the
swimming pool, then blocked in a
blue-green colour.

BLOCK OFF —

block off sth, block sth off: to put
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i something across a road, path,
i entrance etc in ordes to prevent
{ people from passing through

» Police blocked off the whole area

i after the shooting, looking for
i witnesses.
i BLOCK QUT —=
1 block out sth, block sth out: to

prevent light, sound, radio waves etc
from reaching somewhera » The new
Ienses are supposed 1o block oul
harmful rays that can damoge your
eyes, » Huge skyscrapers blocked out
the view.

2 block out sth, block sth gut: to stop
yourself from thinking about
something unpleasant » Amy

didn't tell anyone about the attack,

i and just tried (o biock it out of her
i ieed,

BLOCK UP —
block up sth, black sthup: to filla

| narrow space or the entrance to
| spmething 50 that nothing can pass

through » Crowds of people were
blacking up the street in front of the
council building.

aLOT

BLOT OUT —

1 blot out sth, blot sth eut: to cover
something and prevent it from being
seen » Clouds of thick black smoke
blotted aut the sky.

2 blot out sth, blot sth out: to stop

i yourself from thinking about
i something, especially something

unpleasant or painful & He immersed
himself i his work to biot out the
pain.

BLOT UP —

blot up sth, blot sth up: to remove
liquid from & surface by gently
pressing a cloth, paper etc on it & Use

: & kitchen towel to blat up any excess
Jiguid,
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BLOW

BLOW AWAY —
1 blow sb
away, blow
away sb: to
be extremely
good and
Impressive
and have a
powerful -

effect on someane » When | first heard

this track, | was blown away.

2 blow sb away, blow away sb: to kill
someone or something by shooting
them » Con't move or 1 blow you
away!

3 blow away sb, blow sb away: to
defeat someone or samething
completely » The italion team blew
them away in a thrilling game.

BLOW IN —

blow in: to arrive unexpectedly » fim
biew in about ant hour ago - did you
see him?

BLOW OFF —

1 blow off sth, blow sth off: if an
#xplosion or bullet blows something
off, It removes it with a (ot of force

® The bullet bilew off three of his
fingers.

2 blow off sb/ sth, blow sb/sth off: to
1reat someone or something a5
unimportant » Parker blew off the
Aexist remarks he made about female
reporters.

3 blow sth off, blow off sth: to not do
something that you had planned to do
» We blew off the tennis game and
went out to dinner instead.

BLOW oyT —

18, blow out sth, blow sth out: to
make a flame or a fire stop burning by
blowing air on it » Helen it a cigarette
and then blew out the match.

i dlow out: if @ lame or fire blows

BLOW

out, it stops burning because of the
: wind, or because someone has blown

air on it The candles had blowr out
in the wind.
2 blow out: if a tyre blows out all the
air suddenly goes out of it because it
is damaged » One of fter tyres blew
out and she lost control of the car.
blowout v when all the air suddenly
goes out of a tyre because it is
damaged » 4 blowout at this speed
could be really dangerous.
3 blow out sb/ sth, blow sh/ sth out:
ta easily defeat someone or
something » Our team blew out the
Cubs 28-3.
4 blow itself out: if a storm blows
itself oul, it ends » The hurricane
moved afong the coast before blowing
itself oul over the North Atlantic.
5 blow sb out, blow out sh: to
disappoint someone by not meeting
them or not doing what you have
agreed to do » if e Blows you 0w
again, tell him you don’t want to see
him any more,
BLOW OVER —
1 blow over: if an argument or
unpleasant situation blows over, it is
furgotten or no longer seems
important » f know she's angry now,
Gut it'll s00n blaw aver.
2 blow over: if a storm blows over, it
ends » The Weather Centre predicts
that the snowstorm will quicky blove

over.

BLOW UP —

1 blow up sth, blow sth up: 1o destroy
something using a bomb » An army
bus carrying 10 soldiers was blown up
by a fanid wifie.

2 blow up: to be destroyed in an
explosion » lnvastigators are trying to
find out what caused the rocket to
blpw up in midoir



BLUFF » BOG

3 blow up
sth, blow sth
up: to fill
something with
air or gas.
w Coite and
help me blow
up the balloons.
blow-up 40 4 blow-up object is one
that you fill with air and is usually
made of plastic or rubber » a blow-
up doll
4 blow up: to suddenly become very
angry and start shouting » She used
to biow up over the slightest fittle
thing.
blow-up ~ a sudden angry argument
» After our blow-up, Larry didn’t
speak ta me fora week.
& blow up sth, blow sth up: to make a
much larger copy of something.
especially a phatograph » You should
get this pioto blown up and framed.
blow-up i & phatograph ar picture
that has been made much larger
# The evening news showed a blow-
up of o spy satellite picture.
6 blow up: if an angry argument or a
difficult situation hlows up, it
suddenly starts » A diplomatic crisis
has blown up over the accidental
bombing of the embassy.
7 blow up sth, blow sth up: to talk
aboul something in a way that makes
it seem more important or more
serious than it really is. + into »
don't know why you've blown this up
into such a big deal - it was just @
joke! blow sth up out of proportion
» The whale thing is being blown up
out of all proportion by the Western
media.
8 blow up: if a storm or strong wind
blows up, it suddenly starts »= The
sky's getting dark - it fooks like there's
a storm blowing up.

BLUFF

BLUFF QUT —

bluff It out: 1o lie or pretend that you
da not know something, in order to
aveld being punished or Blamed » i

© she asks him who took the maney,

he’ll just bluff it out and say he
doesn’t know anything about it
BLUNDER

BLUNDER INTO —
blunder into sth: to get into a difficult

. or dangerous situation by mistake

» The men took a wrong turn and
blundered into a group of enemy
soldiers.

BLURT

BLURT QUT -+

blurt out sth, blurt sth out: ta
suddenly say something without

i thinking about it, usually because you
¢ are nervous or excited » “1 have to tell
: you, Mark,” she blurted out, “I'm in

¢ love with you."

 BOARD

BOARD UP —

board up sth, board sth up: to cover a
window or door with wooden boards,
especially in order to make a building
safe » Residen!s are baarding up
their windaws before the huricane

i ostrikes.

: BOB

BOBUP »

boeb up: if the price or level of
something bobs up, it suddenly
increases a little » fuel prices bobbed
up before the holiday weekend.

BOG

BOG DOWN

1 get bogged down: ta become so
involved in unimportant things that
you cannot make progress with the
main thing you are trying to do. + in
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® The peace talks quickly got

hogged down in petty regional
differences.

1 bog down sth, bog sth dewn, bog
down: to make something move, work,
of happen less quickly and easily

» Snow and freezinig rain have been
bogging down traffic on highland
roads this week.

BOIL

BOIL DOWN TO —

boll down to sth: if a situation,

problem, discussion etc boils down to

something, that is the main or basic

part of it » /n the end, it al! bofied

down to whether we could afford to

move house ar not,

WOIL OVER —

1 boll over: if o .

aliquid boils o ©

over, it rises

and flows

over the

sldes of the 7

containeritis b

helng heated

In because it

has become

oo hot » The mitk’s boiling over -

qulck, turn it offt

# boll over: if a situation in which

Empte are angry boils over, they
ecome angry and violent. boil over

Into sth » Protests by the unemployed

bolled over into violence i the city’s

alraets last night.

BOILUP —+

1 boll up: if angry feelings boil up

Inslde you, you suddenly feel very

ANgry » She stared at him fora

moment, anger beling up inside her.

i boll ug: if a quarrel ur an unpleasant

sltuatlon boils up, it suddenly starts to

happen » A price war was boiling up

hetween the US and lapan

BOIL » BOMBARD

BOLSTER

BOLSTER UP

1 bolster up sb/sth, bolster shj sth
up: to make someone feel more
confident, especially by praising them
» He relies on Clare because she
bolsters him vp and tells him he's
wanderful,

2 bolster up sth, bolster sth up: to use
additional facts or information to try to
prove that something is true & There’s
plenty of evidence available to bolster
up this theory.

BOLT

BOLT DOWN *

balt dawn sth, balt sth down: to eat
food very quickly » Charlie bolted down
his breakfast and ran out of the house.

BOMB
BE BOMBED OUT +
1 be bombed aut: if pecple are
bombed out, their homes have been
destroyed by hombs & Many families
were completely bombed out and had
nathing except the clothes they stood
up in,
2 be bombed out: if a building or town
is bombed out, it has been destroyed
by bombs & People still remember that
night, when haif the city was bombed
out.
bombed-out apj a bombed-out
building or town has been destroyed
by bombs » the bombed-out capital
city
BOMBARD
BOMBARD WITH —
bombard sb with sth: to ask someone
a lot of guestions, give them a lot of
advice, send them a lot of letters etc
all at once, expecially in an annoying
way » These days we are bombarded
with advice on what to eat and what
not to eat.



BONE » BOSS

BONE

BONE UP —

bone up: to learn a5 much as you can
about something, in order to prepare
for an examination, meeting etc.

+ on & /e very Weak it ay science
subjects, so I'll really have to bone up
on them.

BOOK

BOOK IN, alSO BODK INTO —

1 book in, book intn sth: to go to a
hotel where you intend to stay and tel]
them that you have arrived » We
booked into the Savoy and then went
Out ta a restavrant,

2 boak sb into sth, beok sbin: o
arrange for someone to stay at a halel,
have treatment at & hospital etc

» [ can't cancel the reom now —'ve
already booked us in! book sb in at
sth » The doctor’s booked you in at
the West London Clinic,

BE BOOKED UP —

be booked up: if a trip, concert, course
&tc is booked up, there are no more
seats or places availabie #» e
Bopular plays are always booked up
well in advance.

BOCM

BOOM OUT —

boom out: if someone’s voice or music
booms out, it is very loud and deep

» “Come in,” a voice boomed out from
behind the door. » Music boomed out
of a loudspeaker.

BOOT
BOOT

ouT

boot out sb,
boot sb out:
to force
someone to
leave a place,
iob,
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organization etc. + of » Stephen’s just
been booted out of his apartment for
not paying his rent. get booted out

» The military president got booted
out in 1962.

BOOT UP

1 boot up: if a computer boots up, it
starts working and becomes ready to
use ¥ The PC took a couple of minutes
to boot up.

2 boot up sth, boot sth up: to make a
computer start working so that it is
ready to use » ¥oull have to shut
dowr the computer and then boot it
up again.

BORDER

BORDER ON +

border on sth: 1o be almost the same
as something very bad » His
behaviour with some female members
of staff berdered on sexuot
harassment. be bordering on the
ridiculous/ the absurd etc (=seem
ridiculous, absurd etc) » Sometimes,
govertment censorship borders on the
absurd.

BORE

BORE INTO »

bore into sb: if someone’s eyes bore
into you, they look at you very
directly in a way that makes you
feel uncomfartable » The young
man's cold angry eyes bored into
her.

BORNE see BEAR OUT

—5ee BLAR OUT

BOSS

: BOSS AROUND, al50 BOSS

ABOUT —+

bass sb around/ about: to keep telling
someone what Lo do in an annaying
way # / can't stand the way lames
bosses everyope around!
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BOTCH

BOTCH UP —

botch sth up, botch up sth: to do

something badly and careléssly » The

.'i‘r:r lot of buitders botched it up so
badly W fad fo start aguri.
botched-up Ao done badly and
carelessly » The decorating was @
real botched-up job.

BOTTLE

BOTTLE OUT —

bottle out: 1o suddenly decide not to
tlo something that you had agreed to
do, because you are too nervous

® You said you wanted a fight — it's
too late to bottle aut now!

BOTTLE UP —

1 bottle up sth, bottle sth up: to not
#fiow or talk about a strong feeting
such as anger or unhappiness, even
though it still affects you » Writing the
book was a woy of expressing alf the
anger I'd been bottling up for vears.

1 bottle up, bottle sth up, bottle up
atht to be unable to move forwards or
Mmake progress, or make it difficult for
something to do this » The bill has
been bottled up in the Senate since
September.

BOTTOM

BOTTOM OUT —

battem out: te stop decreasing ar
Kotling worse, especially befora
alarting to increase ar improve again
# A lot of jobs have been lost, but
Ihere are now signs that the recession
Ix hottoming out.

BOUNCE

HOUNCE AROUND —

| bounce sth around, bounce around
sthi to discuss an idea with other
people » / wanted to have a meeting
w0 that we could bounce a few ideas
iound,

BOTCH » BOUND

2 bounce argund: to move frequently
ta different cities or towns » My family
bounced around a lot because my dad

was in the ormy.
BOUNCE BACK —

1 bounce back: to become successiul
again after failing or being defeated

» The company’s had a lot of problems
in the past but it’s always managed to
botnce back,

2 bounce

back: to feel

weil or

cheerful again

after being ill, 2
or after an

unpleasant -
experience / e

» Suzie's §‘

been quite N ——
depressed

since er Hiness, but I'm sure she'll
soon bounce back,

BOUNCE INTO —+

bourice sb into (doing) sth: to make
someone do something they do not
want Lo or before they have time to
think about it carefully » She feels that
she wasn't reafly ready to get married,
but she was bounced fnto it by her
family.

BOUNCE OFF —

bounce ideas/ suggestions etc off sb:
1o talk about your ideas, suggestions
etc with someone as a way of helping
you to make a decision » We used to
bounee ideas off each other and share
alf our problems.

BOUND

BE BOUND UP WITH —

be bound up with sth: ta be closely
connected with a particular prablem,
situation etc » Mark’s problems are all
bound up with his mother's death
when he was ten.



BOW » BRAVE

BOW

BOW DOWN

1 bow down: to bend forward from
your waist, especially when you are
already kneeling. + before » Maria
bowed down before the statue in the
church.

2 bow down: to do what someone is
trying ta make you do, especially
because you are afraid of them.

+ to® The government refuses to bow
down (o terrorists,

EOW OUT —

bow out: to give up an important job
50 that sameone can take your place,
or to stop taking part in an event » He
later bowed out and left the stage to
the Soctalist leader.

BOW TO

1 bow to sth/sh: Lo agree to do whal
someone else wants you 1o do,
especially when this is not what yau
wanl. bow to pressure » The Prime
Minister refuctantly bowed to pressure
from his edvisers, and agreed to delay
the tax cuts. bow to sb’s

demands/ wishes b /n the end the
government was forced to bow to
demands from enviranmental groups.
2 bow to the inevitable: to accepl that
something is going to happen and
cannat be avoided » When the
recession hit, the company bowed to
the inevitable and ceased troding.

BOWL

BOWL ALONG —

bowl along, bowl along sth: to travel
quickly and smoathly, especially in a
car » She looked like a film star,
bowling along in fer open-topped car.
BOWL OVER *

bowl sb over, bowl over sb: if you are
bowled over by someone or
something, you are extremely
impressed by them » When she first
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met Mario, she was bowled over by his

¢ good looks and charm.
: BOX

S BOX IN —

1 box sbfsth in, box in sbf sth: to stop

: g person or car from moving by putting

another car in the way or by staying

very close to them » When | returned
te my car, | found [ was baxed fn by a
yellow van. get boxed in » Williams is

i in danger of being Doxed in by the

Germun defenders,

2 box sb in, box in sb: to prevent
someone from doing what they want
to do, by limiting them in some way

» Small businesses are boxed in by all
sorts of silly rules and regulations.
BOX UP —

box sth up, box up sth: to put things
into boxes » it took us two hours to
clean the house and box up the empty
bottles.

: BRANCH
: BRANCH OFF —

1 branch off: if a road, path etc
branches off from another road or
path, it separates from it and goes in a
different direction. + to» We fook a
minor road, which branched off to the
left at Wiggen.

2 branch off: to start talking about
something different. + into » Then the
conversation branched off into ¢
discussion about movies.

BRANCH OUT —

branch out; to start doing something
different from what you usually do,
especially in business. + into » a
record company that recently
branched out into radio

BRAVE

BRAVE QUT

‘brave it out: 1o siay and face a
dangerous or unpleasant situation,

1

rather than trying to avoid it » A lof of
prople left Paris when the war broke
0ut, but Elaine dacided to biave it out.

BRAZEN

BRAZEN OUT —

brazen it out: to deliberately behave

In a confident way when you know you
have done something wrong » He tried
to brazen it out, but in the end was
forced to resign.

BREAK
DREAK AWAY —
1 break away: to stop being part of a
Rtoup, political party, or country in
order to form another one » In 1920,
the majority of socialists broke away
to form the Communist party. + from
B After thirty years of bitter civil war,
the southern region broke away from
the north.
breakaway pi a breakaway group is
one that has separated from a larger
Rroup » The independent Natfonal
Party was a breakaway group led by
Colonel johnson.
B break away: to manage to get away
from someone who is holding you or
Arylng te stop you leaving » Anna
attempted to break away, but he held
her tight.
break away: to do something
Iferent from what you usually do.
# from » Societies have to break away
from the traditions of the past in order
ta deveiop.
WREAK DOWN —
1 break
down: If a
vehicle or a
machine
lireaks
tlown, it
sops
working
properly w /

BRAZEN » BREAK

don’t believe it - the photocopier’s

broken down again!
breakdown 1 when a vehicle stops
waorking while you are travelling in it
b That's the second breakdown
we've had this month.
broken-down 4n) a broken-down
vehicle or machine is old and has
stopped working » There was a
broken-down car at the side of road.

2 break down: to fail because of

problems or disagreements

» Negotiations between the two

qovernments broke down last year.
breakdown v when something fails
because there are problems or
disagreements » a breakdown in
communication w Marriage
breakdown accounts for o large
number of one-parent families.

i 3 break down: to start to cry. break
i down in tears » “You have to heip
i me,” O'Neil said, and he broke down

in tears.
4 break down: to become mentally ill
because you cannot deal with all your
problams » When her husbond died,
she broke down completely.
(nervous) breakdown n a mental or
physical illness caused by being
unable to deal with serious
problems in your life. have a
breakdown » Marty needs to relax
more, or she'll end up having a
nervous breakdown.
5 break down sth, break sth down: to
hit something such as a door or wall
50 hard that it breaks » Police broke
down the door and searched the
building.
6 break down sth, break sth down: to
separate something into smaller parts
so that you can deal with it more
easily. + into » The best way to deal

3 with ait this information is 1o breck it
i down into categories.



BREAK

‘breakdown n an explanation of the
details of something, divided into
different parts » Can you give me g
detalled breakdown of how much
the whale thing wouid cost?
7 break down sth, break sth down: to
change someone's ideas or attitudes
» We aim to break down racial
prejudice through education about
ather cultures.
breakdown x when an idea ot
tradition 5 no longer as strong or
popular as it used to be » the
breakdown of traditional attitudes to
work
BREAK FOR —
break for sth: to suddenly run away
from someone, especially in order to

for the corner of the field.
BREAK IN —
1 break In:
to get into a
building
illegally,
especially In
order fo steal
something
» Thieves
broke in while
she was asleep
and took all ker
jewellery.
break-in n when someone gets into
a bullding itlegally, especially in
order to steal something » Fve men
were arrested after the break-in an
Manday night.
2 break in: to suddenly say something
when someone else s already talking
» "This is all very interesting, " james
broke in, "but how do | know it's
true?”
3 break sth in, break in sth: to wear
new shoes, boots etc for shart periods
of time until they become more
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i comfortable ™ | don't think 1 wear

these shoes to work until 've bioken
them in ot home first.

4 break in sth, break sth in: to train a
young horse to behave well and to

i allow pecple to ride it » David hod
i broken the pony in himself.

BREAK IN ON,

¢ al50 BREAK IN UPON —

; ‘breakin on sth/ sb: to interrupt

i someone b Le€’s voice broke in on the
i conversation. “They're here,” he said.

BREAK INTO

1 break Inta sth: to get into a building
or a vehicle illegally by using foree,
especially in order to steal something
» Someone #roke into my car and

¢ stole the radio.
escape » Lombert fell as Morton broke |

2 break into sth: to suddenty start
doing somelthing. break into a smile/
grin » Manion read the letter and his
face broke into a smile. break inta
laughter/ applause » The curtain
came down and the audience broke
into loud applause. break Inte a run
» Realizing thal the man was

i follawing him, Steve broke into a run.
i 3 break late sth: to start ta become

involved in a new type of activity or
business, especially when this is
difficult » Kevin was now keen to
break irtto politics.

4 break into sth: to use a computer to
illegally get or change information that
is on someone else'’s computer » He
was girested after breaking inta

i computer networks in severol stoles.

5 break into sth: to start o use money
or food that you have been saving » in
order to pay for their daughter's
wedding, they had to break into their
savings.

BREAK IN UPON 5€€ BREAK IN ON
BREAK OFF —

1 break off, break off sth, break sth

ot 1l pant of something bieaks off, or
rnu break it off, it becomes separated
am the rest » Ben broke off a piece
of the chacolate and ate it. .
i break off, break off sth, break sth
#ff) If talks between people, countries
#l¢ break off, or someane breaks them
ff, the talks stop suddenly befare
ey have finished because of a
lsagreement » Negotiations towards
il New contract broke off again and the
Afrike continved.
1 break off communication aiso breok
WY contact etc: ta refuse to
fbmmunicate with a person or country
ANy more » Ted threatened to break
Dﬂyﬂl communication with his
ihildren. break off diplomatic
felatlons » The US broke off
iliplomatic relations with Cuba.
& break off sth, break sth off: if you
lirenk off a romantic or sexual
f#lationship with someone, you end it.
Wreak off an engagement > Keith
Mnmuenlous of Angle’s other
nds, and in the end he broke off

thelr engagement.
§ break off sth, break sih off, break
# to stop what you are doing,
#apeclally so that you can deal with a
fitoblem somewhere else »- The prime
Minister had to break off his holiday
Wi retum to the capital to handle the
s,
# break off: 1o suddenly stop speaking
B "l dpn't think ...,” he broke off ond
Amited suddeny.
WREAK OUT —
A break out: if war, fighting, fire, or
ilisease breaks out, it starts suddenly
® (Ivil war broke out int 1991. » Three
fiispners were killed when fighting
Broke out in the jail.

itbreak v when war, fighting, fire,

of disease suddenly starts. + of » ¢

setlous outbreak of cholera

i your skin

BREAK

12 break out: 1o escape fiom a prison.
+ of » Two dangerous robbers had
broken out of fail.
break-out  an escape from a prison
» There have been a series of break-
outs in recent manths.
3 break out: if 3 nofse such as
laughter ar shouling breaks cut, it
starts suddenly » As the crowd grew
restless, angry shouting broke out.
4 break out: to change the way you
live or behave, especially so that you
have more freedom. + of » Both Matt
and Angela wanted to break out of the
traditional male and femate roles.
5 break out
in spots/ a
rash ete: If

breaks out in
spots etc, a
lot of spots
suddenly
appear on it
» My arms
and legs had broken out ir @ rash.

& break out in a sweat: to suddenly
start to sweat (=lose liquid through
your skin), because you are very hot,
ill, or frightened » The snake came
slowly closer and cioser and | broke
out in g sweat,

7 break sth out, break out sth: to get
something out and prepare to use it

w» Break out the cowboy boots and ger
ready to dance olf night!

BREAK THROUGH —

: 1 break through sth, break through: to

force your way through something

» On friday, workers broke through o
police barricade in order to protest
outside the minister's office.

2 break through, break through sth: if
the sun breaks through, you can see it
again after it has been hidden by
clouds » Af that moment the sun



BREAK

broke through, and the whole field
was covered in light.
3 break through sth: if the amount or
number of something breaks through
a particular level, it becomes higher
than that level » After the election, the
level of unemployment broke through
the 3 miltion mark.
4 break through sth, break through:
to find a way of dealing with a
problem or a situation that limits what
you can do + Wornen are finally
breaking through the barriers that
have held them back for so long.
breakthrough ~ an important new
discovery or development = a major
breakthrough in the fight ageinst
ancer
BREAK UP —
1 break up sth, break sth up, break
up: to break, or te make something
break, into smaller pieces or parts
w There is a real possibility that the
polar ice caps will start breaking up
and melting.
break-up n when something breaks
into smaller pieces or parts
» Accident investigatars are still not
sure what caused the break-up of
the plane.
2a. break up, break up sth, break sth
up: if a marriage or relationship
breaks up, or if someone or something
breaks it up, it ends » Simon went (o
live in London after his marriage broke
up.
break-up 1 It took her years to get
over the break-up of her marriage.
b. break up: if two people who are
married or having a relationship break
up, their relationship ends » We'ld
been together far three years before
we broke up. + with » Did you know
that Pat’s broken up with fohn?
3 break up sth, break sth up: to stop a
fight or protest » The fighting was
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eventually broken up by security
forces. w Police used tear gas to break
up the demonstration.
4 break up: if schools, universities, or
students break up, their classes end
and the holidays begin » Some
$chools have already broken up, but
we've got another week.
5 break up, break up sth, break sth
up: to divide or be divided into several
separate parts
break-up n when an organization,
country etc is divided into several
separate parts. + of » the break-up
of the old Empire
& break up, break up sth, break sth
up: if a group of people break up, or
something breaks them up, they
separate and stop living or working
together » The group had recorded
tenr albtims before they decided to
break up.
break-up n when a group of people
who live or work together separate
» the break-up of the band
7 break up sth, break sth up: to make
something such as a journey seem
less long and boring, by doing
something different in the middle of it
» We stopped off in Cambridge in
order to breok up the journey.
8 break it up!: used to tell two or
mare people to stop fighting » Break it
up, you rwo, or you'tl hurt each other!
g break sb up: if something breaks
you up, it is so funny that you cannot
stop laughing at it » Ethan really
broke me up with that story about the
alligator.
BREAK WITH —
1 break with sth/sb: to stop being
part of a group or to stop supporting
someone » Some left-wingers broke
with the party teadership over the
fssue.
2 break with tradition afso break with
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the past: to stop deing things in

the way they were done in the past

¥ It 1940 Rovsevelt broke with
tradition and stood for a third term

of office.

BREEZE

BREEZE IN, 050 BREEZE INTO +
breeze in, breeze Into sth: to come
Into a place in a confident, relaxed,
and cheerful way » He just breezed
Inte my office and told me he wanted
afob.

BREEZE THROUGH —

breeze through sth: to succeed at
something very easily » A the age of
Nineteen Shetdon breezed through his
Jinal exams.

BREW

WREW UP —

braw up sth, brew sth up: to plan
nomething that will cause trouble
» Antl-government newspapers are
brewing up mischief wherever they
can.

BRIGHTEN
BRIGHTEN UP —
1 brighten up sth, brighten sth up:
{6 make a place look more attractive
#nd cheerful » A warm pink or
yellow colour will brighten up o

itk room.
# brighten up sth, brighten sth up: to
Mike a situation happier for someone
¥ |l was a real joy to see the children
Wgain = you've no idea how it
bitghtened up my day.
4 brighten up: to suddenly become
Mure cheerful » She brightened up as
RN a8 she saw us.
& brighten up: if the weather
Iivlghtens up, the sun begins to shine
Aiil the sky becomes brighter » if the
weither brightens up, we could walk
it (o the beach.

BREEZE » BRING

BRIM

BRIM OVER —

brim over: if a container is brimming
over, it is so full of something that
what it contains lows over the top

» Twelve large socks were filled with
cam untit they were brimming over.
BRIM OVER WITH —

brim over with sth: if someone is
brimming over with confidence,
happiness, excitement etc, they feel
very happy, confident, excited etcw f
started out as a young man brimming
over with confidence and ambition.
BRIM WITH —

1 brim with sth: if someone is
brimming with confidence, happiness,
excitement etc, they feel very
confident, happy, excited etc » By the
end of the day julio was brimming
with happiness.

2 brim with sth: to be very full of
something » On the table was an
enormous silver bowl brimming with
Sstrawberries.

3 be brimming with tears: if someone's
eyes are brimming with tears, they are
crying, even though they are trying not
to show it & His eyes were brimiting
with tears as he reached out to
embrace her for the last time.

BRING

BRING ABOUT —+

bring about sth, bring sth about: to
make something happen, especially a
change or a better situation » The war
brought about huge social end
political changes,

BRING ALONG —

1 bring along sb/ sth, bring sb/ sth
along: to bring someone or something
with you = The exhibition is open to
people of alf ages, so bring along your
family and friends,



BRING

2 bring sb/ sth along, bring along
sb/sth: to traln or help a person, team
etc so that they become better » “Qur
plan was to bring this team along
slowly,” soid the coach.

BRING AROUND, ai50 BRING

ROUND

1 bring sth/sb around/ round, bring
around/ round sth/ sb: to bring
something or someone Lo someone
else's house » ' ask the driver to
bring the car around to your house.

2 bring sb areund/ round: 1o persuade
someane to change their opinion. +to
» Don’t worry about Mariin,  think |
can bring him round to our way of
thinking.

3 bring sth around/ round, bring
around round sth: to move among a
group of people and give them
something » Waiters brought around
sandwiches and glasses of fced water.
4 bring sb
arocund/ round:
to make
someone
become
conscious agaln
after they have
been
unconscious

» Amy had
fainted, but we
mangged to bring her round with
water from the cold tap.

BRING ARGUND TG, also BRING
ROUND TO

bring sth/sb around to sth, bring sth/
sb round te sth: to gradually change
the subject of a conversation to
something you want to talk about

¥ {t took her a long time (o bring him
round to the question of money.
BRING BACK —

1 bring back sth/ sb, bring sth/sh
back: to bring something or someons
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with you when you return from
somewhere. bring sb back sth» ff
you're going down to the store, would
you bring me back a six-pack of beer?
z bring back sth, bring sth back: ta
start using a law, system, or method
again = They should bring back free
tniversity places.

3 bring back sth, bring sth back: o
make something exist again. +tow it
was hoped that the agreement would
bring peace back to the streets of the
capital.

4 bring back sth, bring sth back: to
make someone think of something
that happened in the past. bring back
memories b Hearing that song always
brought back sweet memories,

5 hring back sb, bring sb back: to give
someone the job that they had in the
past » After two bad seosons, the
directors voted to bring back the
former menoger.

6 bring sb back, bring back sh: to
make someone come alive again

» Albert is dead and gone, and
nothing can ever bring him back.
BRING BACK TO —

bring sh back to earth also bring sb

: back to reality: 10 force someone to

¢ think about the real situation they are
i in» Emity was stilf daydreaming when
i g sharp knock at the door brought her
i back to reality

BRING DOWN
1 bring down sth, bring sth down: to
reduce the number, amaunt, price ete
of something » Competition between
airlines has brought down fares
dramaticaily.

2 bring down sb/ sth, bring sb/sth
down: 1o remove a ruler or
government from their position of
power - A defeat on this fssue could
bring dowst the government.

7

3§ bring down sth, bring sth down: to
make something fall to the ground by
shooting al it» The jet was brought
itown over British air spiace.

1 bring down sth, bring sth down: to
My a plane down to the ground safely
¥ The pilot skiifully brought the plane
down in a field.

§ bring sb down, bring down sb: to
Inake someone fall to the ground

® The goalkeeper brought down Evans
0ir the edge of the penalty area.
BRING DOWN ON, a/50 BRING DOWN
UroN —

bring sth down on/upon sb, bring
down sth on/ upan sb: to make
something bad happen to someone

® His behaviour has brought down
shame on all his family.

BRING FORTH —

bring forth sth: to produce something,
0f Lo make something happen » a
tragic fove affair that brought forth

only pain

BRING FORWARD —*

i bring forward sth, bring sth forward:
10 change the time of an event so that
It happens earlier than was arranged
® Please note that we have brought
[forward the date of our next meeting
o June 23rd.

1 bring forward sth, bring sth forward:
1o officially suggest a new plan or idea
® She has brought forward @ set of
firoposals for dealing with cor crime.
BRING IN —

A bring in sth: to earn a particular
amount of money » Paul brings in
ubout £8oo a month from his job at
the lacal hospital.

# bring In sth, bring sth in: to
Intfoduce and start to use a new law,
fuls, system etc » The goverament is
expected to bring in tough new laws
on immigration.

BRING

i 3 bring in sb, bring shin: to get

¢ someone with special skills or

¢ knowledge lo help you deal with

: something. bring sb in te do sth

: » They brought in o team of experts

to investigate the causes of the

: accident,

4 bring in sth/ sb, bring sth/sb in: to

¢ attract new business, irade, tustomers
i etce The bank's offer of free financial
i advice has brought in thausands of

customers.

5 bring In sth, bring sth in: to mention
something In a piece of writing or a
speech » Try to Gring in o few
quotations from the text to lilustrate
the points you are making.

BRING INTO

1 bring sth inte sth: to add a particular
quality to a situation or to s0meone’s
life » Qur gim is to bring more fur into
children'’s education.

2 bring sth into sth: to talk about or

i include something in a discussion
: » There is no need to bring @ ot of
* detail into the negotiations at this

stage.

3 bring sb sth inte sth: to involve
someone or something in a situation
» This js @ purely political matter, so
don't try to bring my family into it.
BRING OFF —

bring off sth, bring sth off: to succeed
in doing something that is very
difficult » Larry's brought off same big
deals in his time.

BRING ON —

1 bring en sth, bring sth on: Lo cause a
pain, illness, or problem » He had
suffered a heart attack, brought on by
stress and high bload pressure.

2 bring sb on, bring an sh: to help
someane to improve their skills

» Teachers need to make a special
effort to bring on the weaker students,



BRING

BRING ON, /50 BRING UPON -
bring sth on/upon sb: to make
something bad happen to someane.
bring sth on yourself » By refusing to
taik to the police he only brought
suspicion on himseff.

BRING QUT —

1 bring out sth, bring sth out: to
produce a new product, book, CD etc
» Since it was brought out lost
autimn, safes of the new software
have been very slow,

2 bring out sth, bring sth out: to make
a quality or taste more noticeable

» Becoming a father seems to have
brought out the gentle side of his
nature,

3 bring out the best/worst in sh: o
make someone’s best or worst
qualities appear in the way they
behave » There's something about
driving a car that brings ot the woarst
irt me. b A crisis very often brings ot
the best in people.

4 bring sb out: to make someone

less shy and mare confident. bring

sb out of himself/ herself» Rick's
teacher has dane an excellent job -
she’s really brought him out of
himseif.

BRING OUT IN —

bring sb out in spots/ a rash: to cause
spots etc to appear on someone’s skin
» [ can’t eat strawberries - they bring
me out in a rash,

BRING ROUND S€€ BRING AROUND
BRING ROUND TO 52€ BRING
ARQUND TO

BRING THROUGH

bring sb through, bring sb through
sth: to help someone deal successfully
with a difficult time in their life » Both
my children have brought ine through
extremely difficult times since my
husband died.

2B

BRING TO —
bring sh to: to make someane
conscious again when they have been
unconscious & The sound of voices
brought him to, and he found himself
In @ room full of strangers.
BRING TOGETHER —
bring sh together, bring together sh:
to make people become friends with
each other » We aim to bring together
young people of different
backgrounds from ali over the world,
bring sb closer together » As it
happered, the tragedy of our
daughter’s death actually brought us
closer together.
BRING UP —
1 bring up sb, bring sb up: to look
after a child until he or she is grown
up = After Ben's mother died, he was
brought up by his grandmother. be
brought up to do sth » /n my day
children were brought up to respect
the law.
upbringing v the way that parents
treat their children and the things
they teach them while they are
growing up = Mike had a very strict
upbringing.
well brought-up Ao a child who is
well brought-up has been taught to
be polite and to behave well
» a well brought-up little girf
2 bring up sth, bring sth up: to
mention a subject or start to talk
about it during a conversation & [ shail
bring this question up at the next
meeting,
3 bring sb up: to charge someone
with a crime and make them appear
before a court of law. + before » Ben
was brought up before the
magistrates, accused of being
drunk and disorderly.
BRING UPDN Se€ BRING ON
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BROADEN

BROADEN OUT —

Iroaden out sth, broaden sth out,
Iwoaden out: to include a range of
different subjects » r'd like to broaden
ot the discussion a litle.

BRUSH

HHUSH ASIDE —

brush aside sth/ sb, brush sth/sb

aalde: to refuse to consider something

0f someone seriously » Their request

for more funds was brushed aside.

HHUSH DOWN —

brush down sb/sth, brush sb/sth

#own: to remove dirt or dust from your

tlothes using a brush or with quick

light movements of your hands. brush
urself down » He picked himself up
im the ground ond brushed himself

town,

HRUSH OFF —

brush off sth, brush sth off: to refuse

{6 consider or discuss something

B The Minister brushed off questions

about her personal finonces.

BRUSH UP (ON) —

Mrush up (on) sth, brush sth up: to

aulekly practise and improve your

Mkllls or knowledge of something »

need to brush up on my Spanish

bigfore we go on holiday.

BUBBLE

MUBBLE OVER WITH —

s bubbling over with excitement/
wnthusiasm: to be very excited or
#nthusiastic about something = The
children were bubbiing over with
@xcitement at the thought of visiting
helr grandparents.

BUCK

BUCK UP —

1 buck up, buck up sb, buck sb up: to
become more cheerful, or to make
someone more cheerful » Buck up,

: beraining very
¢ hard w1t been

BROADEN » BUDDY

lerry! Things can't be that bad.

2 buck up sb, buck sb up, buck up: to
try harder and make more effort

» Sarah needs to buck up a bit or she
could fose her job. buck your ideas up
(=used to tell someone to try harder
to improve what they are dofng)

» You'll have to buck your ideas up if
you want (o go (o university.
BUCKET
BUCKET

DOWN —
bucket down: to

bucketing down
all aftemoon.

BUCKLE

: BUCKLE DOWN —

buckle down: to start working
seriously. + to » The company wilf be
buckling down to tough aegotiotions
over the next few months.

BUCKLE UNDER —

buckle under: to stop trying to do
what you wanl to do, and de what
someone else wants. +lo The
government has been accused of
buckling under to union pressure.
BUCKLE UP —

buckle up: to fasten your seatbeltina
car, plane etc » Only about 68 percent
of motorists and passengers buckie up
when they're driving.

BUDDY

BUDDY UP

1 buddy up: to try to be friends with
someone, especially because you
want them to do something for you.

+ to > Julfe's just buddying up to the
boss so she can get promoted.

2 buddy up: if children buddy up, they
choose a person to be with them
during an activity. + with » Eric



BUDGE » BUILD

buddied up with Stevie for the rest of
the trip,

BUDGE

BUDGE UP

budge up: used to tell someaone to
move along and make space for
someone else » Budge up boys, make
room for your Dad.

BUDGET

BUDGET FOR —

budget for sth: to carefully plan the
way you will spend your money so
that you can afferd something in
particular » We usuatly budget fora
holiday that will cost about a
thousand pourds.

BUG

BUG OFF —

bug offl: used ta tell someone to go
away and stop annoying you & If that's
Paui, tell hilm to bug off!

BUG OUT —+

bug out: if someone's eyes bug out,
they are open very wide and look big
and round » Paolo’s eyes Bugged out
in amazement when he heard the
whole story.

BUILD
BUILD AROUND, afss BUILD
ROUND —
build sth areund/ round sth: to hase
something on information, facts, ar
ideas, and develop it from Lhere + The
plot is built around the themes of
ambition and power.
BUILD IN —
build in sth, build sth in: to include a
particular idea, guality, aftitude etc as
part of something else » Al the best
speeches have a certain amount of
humour built in.
built-In/in-buitt o) a built-in quality,
feature etc is a permanent feature of
someone or something else » Oider
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people tend to have a built-in

resistance to change.
BUILD INTO —
build sth into sth: to make something
a part of a system, arrangement, or
agreement » With the educational
reforms, more controls were built into
the systen,
BUILD ON, a{50 BUILD UPON —
1 build sth on/ upon sth: to base
something that you do an a main idea,
principle, aim etc & All his life he'd
wanted to be ¢ doctor; his hopes for
the future were built on it.
2 build on/ upen sth: to base further
SUCCess or progress on something you
have already achieved » The company
hos had a very good year, and they are
hoping to build on that
BUILD ROUND 5€¢ BUILD ARQUND
BUILD UP —
1 build up: to gradually increase » The
traffic going aut of tawn really builds
up after five o'clack.

build-up 1 a gradual increase in

something » o military build-up

» o build-up of pressure
2 build up sth, build sth up: to make
something stronger or more effective
» Don’t do too much - you need to
build up your energy for the match.
build up sb's confidence/ trust » She's
had a bad experience, and it'll take
some time to build up her confidence
again,
3 build up sth, build sth up: to
develop and Improve something » The
gavernor worked hard to build up the
state’s electranic industry.
4 build sb/sth up, build up sb/sth: to
praise someone or something a lot, so
that other people expect them to be
very good & it's anly an amateur
production, so ! don't want to build it
up too much.

"

bulld-up v when someone praises
womeone or something a lot, so that
ather people expect them to be very
ood & | thought the group were a
t disappointing, after the terrific
bulid-up they'd had.
§ bulld sb up, build up sb: to make
someone healthier and stranger. bulld
yourself up » You need to go and do
some training and build yourself up o
I
# bulld up a picture of sth aiso buitd
an Idea af sth: to get information
that helps you to know and
understand more about something
® The police are slawly buildirg up a
flicture of what happened on that
night.
‘N"ﬂ up your hopes aiso build your
opes up: to hope for something that
|8 not likely to happan » Don't build
your hopes up - a lot of people have
applied for the job, and you may not
oer i
HUILD UP TO —
bulld up to sth: to prepare yourself to
o something more difficult than you
have done before » He said he might
un for Congress, but that's something
he¥ have to build up to.
BUILD UPON See BUILD ON

BUM

HUM AROUNE, also BUM ROUND —
1 bum around/ round, bum

around/ round sth: to travel around
without any definite plans » Greg
hummed around South America fora
year between schoo! and university.

@ bum around/ about: to spend time
dolng very little » [ was still bumming
around without a job, and had hardly
any money at ail.

(UM OFF —

bum sth off sb: to get something from
someone, by asking them for it and

: you know by

BUM » BUNCH

i not paying for it» He bummed some
i cigarettes off a group of Swedish
i students.

BUM QUT —

i bum sb gut: to make someone feel

i sad or disappointed ¥ / don’t want to
i bum you aut, but we won't be abie to
: goto the beach this weekend.

{ BUM ROUND See BUM AROUND

¢ BUMP

BUMP ALONG —

- bump along, bump along sth: to

I continue at the same low level,

: without making much progress » The
: stondard of living for the average

family has bumped along without

¢ showing any significant increose.
. BUMP

: INTO =

- bump into
i sh:to meet

someone thal

chance
» Guess who

i i bumped

inte on holiday - Alex Barrett!

© BUMP OFF >
. bump sb off, bump off sb: 1o murder

someone » The rumour was that he
had bumped his first wife off to get
the insurance money.

BUMP UP —

bump up sth, bump sth up: to increase
something, usually by a large amount
» We fiad Mike on our team, which
helped fo bump up our score.

BUNCH

BUNCH UP *

1 bunch up: to move claser together
and form a close group » Mr
Stephensorn stopped suddenly, forcing
the rest of them to bunch up behind
him. be bunched up » The sheep were



BUNDLE » BURN

all bunched up together in a corner of
the fieid.

2 bunch up, bunch up sth, bunch sth
up: to pull material tightly together in
folds, or to form tight folds »- The
dress was much too big, so she
bunched it tip with a belf round her
wialst

BUNDLE

BUNDLE OFF —

bundle sb off, bundle off sb: 10 send
someone somewhere quickly without
asking them if they want to go » She
bundied the kids off to bed and sat
dawn fa front of the television.
BUNDLE UP —

1 bundle up sth, bundle sth up: 10
gather or lie a group of things
together, especially in order to take
them somewhere & The newspapers
were alf bundled up, ready to be
thrown away.

2 bundle up sb, bundle sb up, bundle
up: to put warm clothes or blankets on
yourself or someone else because it is
cold » My mother bundied e up in
the warmest clothes she could find.

BUNG

BE BUNGED UP

1 sth Is bunged up: to be blocked

» The kitchen sink was bunged up
with bits of food.

2 be bunged up: if someone is bunged
up, it is difficult for them to breathe
because they have a cold » / had @
headache, and I was so bunged up |
decided to stay in bed.

BUNK

BUNK OFF

bunk off, bunk off sth: to stay away
from school or work without
permission » We often used to
bunk off school and go round to my
house.
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BUOY

BUOY UP —

1 buoy sb up, buoy up sh: to make
someone feel more cheerful or
confident » “You look wonderful,”
Margaret said, in an attempt to buoy
Emma up,

2 buoy up sth, buoy sth up: to keep
something such as profits ar prices at
a high level » The pound rose against
the dollar, buoyed up by rumours of an
Increase in interest rates.

BURN

BURN DOWN —

1 burn down, burn down sth, burn sth
down: to be completely destroyed by
fire or to completely destroy
something by fire » The old Palace of
Westminster burned down in 1824.

» Gore had burnt down the house in
arder te destroy the evidence of his
crime.

2 burn down: if & fire burns down, the
flames become smaller and weaker

» Gradually the fire burnt right down,
teaving the room in near darkness.
BURN OFF —*

1 burn off sth, burn sth off: to get rid
of something by burning it » Fires are
lit to burn off the remaining forest and
make way for agriculture.

2 burn off

sth, bam sth
off: to get rid of
unwanted body
fat by doing
physical
exercise

» Regular exercise helps burn off
excess fat.

BURN OUT —

1 burn (yourself) out: to make
yourself ill and tired by working too
hard, with the result that you cannot

i continue working » Promising young

"

footballers often bun themselves out
before they are twenty.

Iuirned-out also burat-out avi Lired

or lll because you have been

working too hard » ! didn’t want to
become one of those burnt-out
writers with nothing left to say.
burnout v when you are unable to
tontinue working because you have
worked too hard » More and more
people suffer from burnout caused
by overwork,
i ba burned out aiso be burnt out: if a
vahicle or a building is burned out, the
Inslde of it is destroyed in a fire » The
Molen cor was found burnt out rrear
Mlddlesborough.

burnt-out aiso burned-out aj so

badly damaged by fire that only the

oulside Is left » We passed a burni-
out lorry at the side of the road.

a fire burns (itself) out: if a fire
ﬂ(lms out or burns itself out, it stops
burning & She'd fallen asteep in her
thair and the fire had buent out.

& burn (itself) out: to gradually
hecomes less severe and then stop
tompletely » The doctor said the fever
should bum itself out in a few days’
tie,

§ burn out: if a piece of electrical
vqulpment burns out, it stops working
Dhocause it has become too hot » The
electrical system in the car will burn
out if you're not careful.

BURN UP —

i burn up sth, burn sth up: to use
something up, especially quickly » The
rate at which pecple burn up energy
virles quite o lot betweer individuals.
® That girl just burns up money!

# burn up, burn up sth, burn sth up: te
be completely destroyed by fire, or to
dustroy something with fire » The
satellite is expected to burn up in the
Farth's atmosphere.

BURST

i 3 burn sb up: to make someone very
i angry ¥ it used to burn me up when

i the kids at schoo! laughed at my
ionmame.

i & bum up sth, burn sth up: to quickly

cover a long distance » His new car

i really burns vp the miles.

BURN WITH —
burn with sth: to feel a particular

emotion very strongly » Burning with
i impatience, Junet waited for the train

to finafly stop.
BURST

. BURSTIN

¢ burst in: to enter somewhere very

¢ suddenly » Mrs Andrews was just

i closing the shop when two gunmen

burst in. burst in on sbj sth» A group
of protesters burst in on the meeting,
which loter had to be abandened,
BURST INTO —+
1 burst Into sth: ta enter somwhera
very suddenly & She burst into the
room, waving a large brown envelope.
2 burst Into sth: to suddenly start
doihg something, for example crying,
laughing, or singing. burst into tears
(=start crying) » When | asked her
what was wrong, she just burst into
tears. burst into lames (=start
burning) » Their car it a wail and
burst into flames.
BURST OUT —
1 burst out laughing/crying: to
suddenly start to laugh of cry » it was
such a funmy story — even the
newsreader burst out laughing.
2 burst out: to suddenly say
something in an angry or excited way
» s all your fauli!” she burst out
angiily
outburst v when someane says
something suddenly and angrily
» it like to apologise for my
outburst at the meeting last night.




BURY » BUY

BURST WITH —

be bursting with sth: to have a lot of
something, for example energy,
confidence, or ideas » Helen, our
teacher, was bursting with ideos and
enthusiasm.

BURY

BURY AWAY —

1 be burled away: if samething is
buried away sumewhere, it is nol easy
to find, especially because it is hidden
by other things & a lovely old sitver
teapot buried away ot the back of the
shop

2 bury yourself away: Lo go
somewhere quiet where there are not
many people. + in > It's not good for
you burying yourself away in that
dusty old Nbrary doy ofter day.

BURY IN —

bury yourself in sth: to give all your
attention to something, often in order
to aveid thinking about something
else » After Sylvie left him, he buried
himself in his work and tried to put her
out of his mind.

BUST

BUST OUT »

1 bust out: to escape from a place,
especially a prison. + of » They
thought it was impossible for anyone
Lo bust out of Alcatraz.

2 bust aut; to improve your situation
or do samething different from what
you usually do » Even as a kid Scott
couldn’t wait to bust out and move to
the city.

BUSTLE

BUSTLE AROLND, iS50 BUSTLE
ABOUT —

bustle around/ about, bustle around/
about sth: to move around in a busy
way doing something » She watched
him as he bustled about the kitchen.
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| BUTT

fOBUTTIN —

: 1 butt in: to rudely interrupt a

¢ conversation or someone who is

speaking » The interviewer kept
bistting in while he was tiying to
answer the questions.

2 butt in: to get involved in a siluation
when you are not wanted » My sister
is elways butting in, wanting to know
exactly what 'm daing.

BUTT OUT —

butt out!: used to tell someane to
keep out of a situation » This doesn’t
cancern you, so just butt out!

BUTTER

BUTTER UP —

butter sb up, butter up sb: 1o say nice
things ta someone or try (o please
them, so that they will do what you
want » You need his help, 5o butter
i up @ bit; get him on your side.

BUTTON

BUTTON =
o N
butten up sth, (f( i
button sth up: (

to fasten all the

buttons on a

coat, shirt etc | )
» You'ld better \\\

button up your

Jacket - it's cold

outside.

BUY

BUY IN —

buy in sth, buy sth in: to buy a large
amount of something, for example
because it may be difficull lo get at a
later time » Peaple are buying in
stocks of foed for the winter.

BUY INTO —

1 buy inte sth: to completely accept an
idea or belief and allow it to influence

L1

i3\l w At around fourteen, a tot of
0ys buy into the idea that they are
fullures.
# buy Into sth: to buy partof a
luslness ar arganization » American
wir makers wanted to buy into
lupanese firms.
MUY OFF —
by off sb, buy sb off: to give
someone money in order to stop them
tausing trouble or threatening you
w [mployers tried lo buy off the
iunions by offering thent higher and
Migher wage settiements.
HUY OUT
by out sb/ sth, buy sb/ sth out: to
by someone’s share of something
thiit you previously awned together

BUZZ

» After the war, he bought out his
brather’s interest in the business.
buyout 1 when a group of people
join together to buy a company
» The caompany is threatening te
close the mine, but there ore
rumaours of @ management buyout.
BUY LP —
buy up sth, buy sth up: to quickly buy
as much as you can of samething
» People are buying up stocks of food
in case the storm hits their area.

BUZZ

BUZZ OFF

buzz off: used to rudely tell someane

1o go away because they are annoying
you » Why don't you just buzz off and
leave me alone!



CALL

Cc

CALL

BE CALLED AWAY —

be called away: to be asked to leave
the place where you are in order to
deal with something somewhere else
» Peter’s been cafled away to deal
with a problem at our Birmingham
branch.

CALL BACK

call back, call sb back, call back sb:
to phone someone again at a later
time » Caif me back as soon as you
get the test results,

CALLBY

call by: o stap and wisit someone for
a short time & Dan called by today. He
says his mother’s not wefl.

CALL FOR —

1 call for sth: to publicly demand that
something should happen or be done
» Peace campaigners have called for
an end to the bombing.

2 call for sth: to need a particular
quality, skill, or course of action = The
situation colls for some tough
decisions.

3 call for sb: to go 1o someone’s
house to collect them because you are
going somewhere together » The film
starts at 8.00 so 'l call for vou at
7.30.

4 call far sth: to say that something is
likely to happen & The forecost calls
for mare rain.

CALL FORTH —

call forth sth, call sth forth: {0 make
peaple have a particular feeling or
reaction » What emotion is the author
trying to call forth in the reader in this
passage?
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P OCALLIN =

1 call in: to make a short visit to a
person or place & is i all right if { call
in to see you tomarrow after work?

2 ¢all In: ta phone somewhere,
especially the place where you work
® Daniel cailed in to say thot he was
going to be late. call in sick (=phone
to say that you are too il to go to
work) » On Monday morning she

i called in sick and soid she'd be off all

week.

3 call in sb, call sbin: to ask someane
who has special skills or knowledge to
come and help you & At 6am | called in
Or Minden. call in 5b to do sth

v Troops were called in to control the
demonsiration.

4 call in sth, call sth in: ta ask people
whao have bought a product to take it
back to the shop because there is a
problem with it » The manufocturer
has cafled in the new model because
of an electrical fault.

CALL OFF —+

1 call off sth, call sth off; to stop an
event that has been planned,
especially because of a problem » She
had setiously considered cailing off
the wedding two days before her
mairiage.

2 call off sth, call sth off: to stop
doing something that you have
already started doing & Rescuers were
farced to call off the search beause of
bad weather.

3 call off sth/ sb, call sthy sh off: to
order an animal or person {o stop
attacking someone » Tell your
husband to coll off those dogs.
CALLON —

1 call on sb: to visit someone for a
short time » He stopped in Chicaga in
order to call on an old friend.

2 call on sb: to ask someone In a class

3w

OF group ta answer a question
® Adrian looked down at his paper,
bit Mrs. Danielson calied an him
anyway.
CALL ON, GISO CALL UPON —
i €all on/upon sh te do sth: to
formally ask someone to do
something » Russia called on the UN
to intervene in the situation.
 call on/upon sth/ sb: to use
something or someone in order to
achieve what you want » Our staff are
able to call on the latest technology to
help them In their wark.
CALL OUT —
1 ¢all out sb/sth, call sb/sth out: to
A8k someone such as a doctor or the
fire service to come and deal with a
problem » Though my mother was
abvioustly very ill, my father refused to
coll out a doctor.
call-out Ap) a call-out service is one
by which someone skilled will come
te your home to deal with a problem
when you phone them » @ 24-hour
call-out service for emergency
repairs
a call out: to phone a restaurant and
arder food Lo be delivered to your
home or office. + for » Let’s call out
for a pizza tonight.
3 call out sb, call sb out: to officially
order the members of a trade union to
stop working because of a
disagreement with thelr employer
® The union will be calling its
members out on strike from midnight
tonight.
CALL OVER —
call over sb, call sb over: 1o ask
someone to come to the place where
you are » Do you want to ask him
about it? Shall ! call him over?
CALLUP —
1 call sb up, call up sb, call up: to
phone somecne » If you have

CALM » CAMP

camputer problems, call up the
technician at the helpdesk.

2 be called up: to be officially ordered
10 joln your country's army, navy, or air
farce » When he was 21, Stan was
called up for Mationl Service. get
called up » During the war, most men
between 19 and 38 got called up.

3 call up sth, call sth up: if you call up
information on a computer, you ask
the computer to show it on the screen
» Rex calfed up the meny und clicked
on "New Message™.

CALL UPON Sge CALL ON

CALM

CALM DOWN —

1 calm down, catm sb down, calm
down sh: to stop feeling angry, upset,
or excited, or to make someone stop
feeling like this » Caim down and tell
me what happened. » Matt was frying
to calm the baby down by singing to
her.

2 calm down: If a situation calms
down, people stop fighting, arguing,
or behaving angrily » 'd wait until
things calm down before you
opproach him again.

3 calm down: if the wind or weather
calms down, it stops being windy or
stormy i The fishermen were waiting
for the weather to calm down before
they went out to sea.

CAMP
CAMP OUT —

to sleep outdoors,
espedially in a tent, or stay in a place



CANCEL » CARRY

where you do not normally stay » We
used to camp out in my grendma’s
garden whern we were kids. » Dozens
of reporters camped ouwt outside the
family's country house.

CAMP UP —

camp it up: to deliberately behave in
an extreme way in order to entertain
pecple & We all remember our drama
teacher camping it up in Homlet.

CANCEL

CANCEL OUT —

cancel out sth, cancel sth out: if one
thing cancels out another, it has an
opposite effect to it, so that the
situation does not change » Increases
in tuition fees are likely to cancel out
tax benefits for college siudents.

CAPITALIZE

CAPITALIZE ON —

capitalize on sth: to use something
gooed that you have in order {o gain a
further advantage » Ecuador has
capitalized on its natural beauty to
attract more tourists.

CARE
CARE FOR —+
1 care for sb: to look after someone
because they are too young, old, or ill
to look after themselves » She cared
for her father throughout his long
itfness.
well cared for ap; if a person or
animal is well cared for, people look
after them well » The anintals in the
200 are contented and well cared for.
2 not care for sb/sth: to not like
someone or something » | was fond of
Uncle Geordie, but | didn't care for bis
wife.
3 would you care for sth?: used to
politely offer something to somecne
» Would you care for ice with your
marting, Madam?
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4 tare for sb: to love sameone in a
romantic way » { really love you, Celia.
've never cared for anyone else.
CARRY

GET CARRIED AWAY

. get caried away: to become so

excited that you do something you
would not normally do, especially
something silly » Andrew got e bit
carried away and started dencing on
the table.

CARRY FORWARD —

«carry forward sth, carry sth forward:
ta include an amount of maney in a
later set of figures or calculations

v £7000 is carried forward to next
month's accounts.

CARRY OFF

1 carmy it off: to succeed in doing
something difficult, especially when it
is likely that you could fail b The
company's plons are extremely
ambitious, but director Paul Redstone
believes he can carry it off.

2 carry off sth, carry sth off: to win a
prize » My friend carried off the prize
for best footballer,

CARRY ON —

1 carry on: to continue doing
something & They carried on until ali
the work was finished. carry on doing
sthe I waved ot him, but he didn't
seem lo notice and carried on talking.
+ with » We're going to have to stop
naw. We can carry on with this in next
week's class.

2 carry on: to continue going
somewhere in the same direction

® Carry on until you get to the traffic
tights, then turn left.

3 carry on: to do the things that you
usually do, even though you are in a
difficult situation » After my wife died,
! felt as if i just couldn't carry an.

» Despite the fighting all around

9

them, peaple still try to carry on as
naormal,

& carry on sth, carry sth on: to
continue something that someane
olie has started = He's hoping his son
willl carry on the family business.

# carry on: to keep lalking about
something in an annoying way.

+ about » He’s always corrying on
about his own problems.

CARRY OUT —

1 carry sth aut, carry out sth: to do
something that you have organized,
planned, or promised » Police carrfed
out a series of raids on the homes of
known drug dealers. » The
government has promised to carry out
on official inquiry into the incident.

2 carry out instructions/an order: to
do something that you have been lold
(o do » At his trial, he claimed that he
had only been carrying out orders.
CARRY DVER —

1 camry over also be carried aver: to
alfect or influence another situation.
#+ Into » Childhood experiences ond
[feelings are aften carried over into
adult life.

2 carry over sth, carry sth over: to do
something or use something at a later
lime » Up to five days® holiday can be
carried over until the following year.
CARRY THROUGH —

1 carry through sth, carry sth through:
10 complete something successfully

®» Educational reforms were proposed,
but never carried through.

2 carry sb through, carry sb through
ath; to help someone deal successfully
with a difficult situation & The course
was tough, but Amelia’s determination
and enthusiasm carried her through.

CART
CART OFF —
cart off sb, cart sb off: to take

CART » CASH

someane away, especially 1o prison or
hospital » { coliapsed on the pitch,
and was carted off on a strefcher.

» Kirk was arrested and carted off to

prison,

CARVE

CARVE OUT

carve out sth, carve sth oul: 1o
succeed in achieving or getting

| something for yourself s Their aim is
: to carve out a much bigger share of
¢ the UK market. carve oul a career

» The former comedian has
successfully carved out a career as @

¢ serlous actor.

CARVE UP —
carve up sth, carve sth up: to divide
land inte smaller parts & Hitler and
Stalin carved up Poland between
them.

CASH

: CASHIN —
¢ cashin sth, cash sth in: to exchange

something such as shares for their
value in money » He cashed in all his

: insurance policies to raise the maney

far the eperation.

CASH IN ON —

cash in on sth: to make a profit or get
an advantage from a bad situation

: » Crimingls should not be allowed to
: cash in on their crimes by selling their

stories.

CASH OUT —

1 cash aut: to count all the money
taken by a shop or business at the end
of a day » It’s time to cash out and
lock up.

2 cash aut: o sell something valuable
and get all the money for it
immediately & Argentine stocks fell as
some local jvestors cashed out.
CASH UP —

cash up: to count all the money taken
by a shop of business at the end of



CAST » CATCH

the day & Let’s cash up and then we
can go home.

CAST
CAST AROUND FOR, fS0 CAST
ABOUT FOR, CAST ROUND FOR  »
cast around/ about/ round for sth; to
try to think of something to do or say
» He cleared his throat, casting about
for something appropeiate to say.
CAST ASIDE +
cast aside sb/sth, cast sb/ sth aside:
to get rid of or ignore someone or
something » When Henry became
King, he cast aside his former friends.
» Casting aside aff thowughts of his
own safety, Jimmy plunged into the icy
water.
BE CAST AWAY —
be cast away: to be left on an island
where there are no other people,
because your ship has sunk & If you
were cast away on o desert island, do
you think you'd be able to survive?
castaway n someone who has been
left on anisland where there are no
other peaple, because their ship has
sunk » Fishermen discovered the
castaway after hie had been missing
for fifteen years.
CAST BACK —
cast your mind back: to try to
remember something that happened
in the past. + 1o » Cast your mind
back ta your first day at school, and
try to remember how you felf.
CAST DOWN —
be cast down: to lose hope or
determination because of samething
bad that has happened & Churchilf
was obviously cast down by the news
of this latest defeat.
downcast api sad or upset because
something bad has happened b the
sad, downcast faces of disappointed
children
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CAST OFF —
1 cast off sth, cast sth off: to get rid of
something because you do not need
it, or because itis stopping you from
making progress » it was tine to cast
off all the old fears and superstitions.
cast-offs pLn clothes that you do not
wear any more and give to someone
else > When ! was a kid | always had
to wear my alder brother’s cast-offs.
2 cast off: to untie the rope that
fastens a boat to the shore, and start
to sail away b We cast off from San
Diego and set sail for the Phiippine
Islands.
CAST QUT —
cast out sb, cast sb out: to force
someone to leave a place, especially
home » He was cast out by his fomily
when they discovered what he'd done.
autcast v someone who is not
accepted by the other people in
society & in these health-conscious
times, smokers are often treated like
social outeasts.
CAST ROUND FOR See CAST
AROQUND FOR

CATCH

CATCH ON —

1 catch on: to become popular and
fashionable » A new fitness craze
calted Body Pump is catching ort int the
UK,

2 cateh on: to begin to understand or
realize something, especially after a
long time » The technique was
introduced fn America as early as
1956, but the British were slow to
cotch on. + to » Eventually Val caught
on to what her husband was doing.
CATCH OUT

1 catch sb out: to trick someone so
that they make a mistake » He's always
asking me really difficult questions, as
if he’s trying to catcht me out.

"

# ba caught out: if you are caught out
by an unexpected event, you are not
toady for it Even the most
#xperienced sailor can get taught out
by the weather.

CATCH uP —

4 tatch up, catch sb/ sth up: to
Kladually get closer to a moving
jpatson or vehicle in front of you

® Richards is still in front, but the
ather drivers are catching up. catch up
with » The other walkers were
catehing up with us.

 catch up, catch sb up: to reach the
same standard as someone else who
wais better than you » Ali was by far
the most advanced in the class to start
Wwith, but the others soon cought up.
#8/GET CAUGHT UP IN —

1 be/ get caught up in sth: to be or get
Involved in a difficult situation that
you did not intend to get involved in

® Most of the injured people were
Innacent civitians caught up in the
flohting. » | seemed to have got
eaught up in some long-standing
dispute between them.

# ba/ get caught up in sth: if you are
caught up in something, it stops you
from moving or making progress

® Sorry I'm late — | got caught up in
the traffic.
CATCH UP ON
1 catch up on sth: to do something
that you did not have time to do earlier
| needed o couple of days to catch up
oft my school work. catch up on your
sleap » { spent most of the weekend
thying to catch up on my sleep.

CATER

2 catch up on sth: to get the most
recent infarmation about something
» He's been away for a month, so it
will take him a while to catch up on
what'’s been going on,

CATCH UP WITH —

1 catch up with sb: if something bad
catches up with you, it starts to affect
you after a period of time in which it
did not » The player admitted that his
long-term knee fnjury is finally
beginning to catch up with him.

2 catch up with sb: (o discover that
someone has done something wrong,
and punish them for it » Hughes had
avoided paying tax for years before
the authorities finally caught up with
him.

3 catch up with sh: to meet someone
you know after not seeing them for a
period of time » She’s back in the
country and keen to cotch up with
family and friends. I'll catch up with
you later (=used to tell someone that
you will talk to them later) » f've got
to dash off to a meeting now - 't
catch up with you later.

4 catch up with sth: to do something
that needs to be done, because you
did not have time to do it earlier

» Friday is a guiet day, sa | usually
have chance to catch up with my
paperwork.

5 catch up with sth: to get the most
recent information about something
® The event provides an oppartunity
for members to catch up with each
other's naws.

CATER

CATER TO, als0 CATER FOR —
cater to/ for sb, cater to/ for sth: to
provide something that a particular
type of person wants or needs » g
haliday company that caters for the
needs of disabled customers




CAVE » CHANGE

CAVE

CAVE IN —

1 cave in,
cave sth in,
cave In sth: if
a roof, ceiling,
or wall caves
in, orif
something
caves it in, it
breaks and
falls down

> The blast caused the roof of the
Grand Hotel to cave fn.

2 cave in: 1o agree to do something
that you were previously opposed to
» The Transport Department has caved
in to pressure from enviconmental
groups and ebandoned plans for the
new matorway.

CENTRE

CENTRE ARQUND, al50 CENTRE
ROUND —+

centre around/round sth, be centred
around/round sb/sth: to happen
mainly in a particular place, or to be
mainly about a particular subject or
persan» Vittage fife is centred ground
one mafn street. » The story is centred
around a group of single professional
women in New York,

CENTRE ON, afso CENTRE UPON —
centre on/upon sb/sth, be centred
on/upan sh/ sth: to be mainly about a
particular subject or person » The
stary centres on a middle aged actor,
who struggles to save his failing
marriage.

CENTRE ROUND See CENTRE
ARQUND

CENTRE UPON see CENTRE ON
CHALK

CHALK UP —
chalk up sth, chalk sth up: lo succeed
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i inwinning or achieving something,

especially in sport or business » The
company chatked up net profits aof
E451 million.

CHALK UP TO —

chalk sth up te sth, chalk up sth to
sth: to think or say that something

i happened because of something else

» The instructor coutdn't understand
Katz's strange behaviour but chaiked
it up to boredom.

CHANCE

CHANCE UPON, afS0 CHANCE DN+
chance upen/ on sth, chance upon/ on
sh: ta find something or meet
someone when you are not expecling
to » | was wandering around @
department stare, when | chanced
upon an old schoo! friend. » One
evening, he chanced upon an ad for o
quitarist for o local band.

CHANGE

CHANGE AROUND, Gi50 CHANGE
ROUND —

change around/ raund sth, change sth
around/ round: to move things into
different positions » When wedd
changed the furniture around, the
room looked quite different.
CHANGE DOWN —

change down: 10 put the engine of 2
vehicle into a lower gear & It js

: important to change down in plenty of

time ro prevent having to brake
sharply.

CHANGE INTO —*

change into sth: to become, or to
make someone or something become,
complelely different » in less than 20
years, japan had changed into ane of
the world's leading economies. » All

: the old warehouses are being changed

inte expensive apartments.

{ CHANGE OVER —
i change over: to stop doing or using
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one system or thing, and to start
doing or using a different one. + to
» Wheat was no longer profitable, and
many farmers were forced fo change
over to dairy farming.
changeover v a change from one
way of doing something 1o another
» The changeover to digital
television shotld be complete by
2006.
CHANGE ROUND 5€€ CHANGE
ARCUND
CHANGE UP —
change up: to put the engine of a
vehicle into a higher gear. + Into
» When you're on the motorway,
change up into fifth,

CHARGE

CHARGE UP —

1 charge up sth, charge sth up, charge
up: Ifyou charge up a battery or a
plece of electrical equipment, or it
charges up, electricity is put into it and
stored » The shaver can be charged
up overnight.

2 charge up sth: if you charge up a
credit card, you use it a lot to buy
things » Karen charged up her Visa
card on ¢ shopping trip to Mocy's.

3 be charged up: to feel excited and
very eager to do something » We
came out onto the playing field,
charged up and determined to win.
CHARGE WITH —

1 charge sb with sth: to state officially
that you think someone is guilty of a
crlme » Police arrested Reid and
charged him with murder. charge sh
with doing sth » Ames was charged
with spying for the CIA

a be charged with sth: to officially
have a particular responsibility or duty
® The Committee is charged with
Investigating the causes of the
aceldent.

CHARGE » CHASE

3 be charged with emotionf anger
etc: to be full of emotion or anger etc
» Sabrina spoke with a voice that was
charged with emotion.

CHASE

CHASE AFTER —

1 chase after sth: to use a lot of time
and effort trying to get something that
you want » We spent the morning
chasing after bargains in the safes.

2 chase after sb: to try very hard ta
have a remantic or sexual relationship
with someone » /f your keep chosing
after guys like that, theyre never
going ta be interested in you.

CHASE AWAY —

chase sh/ sth away, chase away
sb/sth: to make a person or animal go
away by running towards them in a
threatening way » The shopkeeper
chased the men away with his gun.
CHASE DOWN

chase down sb/sth, chase sb/sth
down: to succeed in finding or
catching someone or scmething

» Police departments should
concentrate on chasing down
ciimingls.

CHASE OFF —

chase off sh sth, chase sb/ sth off: to
make a persan or animal go away by
running towards them in a threatening
way » We still talk about the time
Grandpa chased off a gang of boys
with the kitchen broon.

CHASE UP —+

1 chase up sh, chase sb up: to remind
spmeane to do something they
promised to do » f had to chase Dick
up to get the reports | asked for last
week,

2 chase sth up, chase up sth: to try to
find something or make sure it is dealt
with » Can you chase up that file for
me?



CHAT » CHECK

CHAT

CHAT UP —

1chat up sb, chat sb up: to talk to
someone you feel attracted to and try
to start a romantic eor sexual
relationship with them » We found
Doug in the bar, trying to chat up a
waitress,

2 chat up sb, chat sh up: ta talk with
someone In a friendly way, especially
when you wanl them to help you ar
give you something » Malone will chat
up enyone who walks into fis bar.

CHEAT

CHEAT ON —

cheat an your taxes: to lie about how
much money you make in order Lo pay
less tax b Perkins spent five years in
fail for cheating on his taxes.

CHECK
CHECK IN —
1 check in,
check sth in:
to go to the
desk at an
airport in
arder to shaw
your ticket
and give them
your bags b Where do we check in for
flight 4097w How many bags do you
want to check in?
check-in u the place at the airport
where you show your ticket and give
them your bags » We rushed over to
the check-in and showed the man
our tickets.
2 check in: to go to the desk at a hotel
and say that you have arrived
b Bernstein checked in at Miami's
most expensive hotel,
3 check in sth, check sth in: to retum
a boaok, video et¢ to a library after you
have harrowed it » [ need to check my
books in by Friday.
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CHECK INTD —

1 check into sth: to go to the desk at a
hotel and say that you have arrived

» 1 got to Burlington ond checked into
the best hotel,

2 check into sth: to go and stayina
hospital or medical centre for a while
because you need medical help

» Riley checked into the hospital with
severe stomach pains.,

CHECK OFF —+

a. check off sth, check sth off: to make

i amark next to something on a list to
i show that you have dealt with it
i w Check off each job as you complete

st
b. check off sth, check sth off: to make

a mark next to an answer on a list of
choices or answers, in order to show
which one you have chosen» Look
over the list and check off the ten
issues that seem most important to
you.

CHECK ON —

1¢heck on sb/sth: to find out iF
someone is doing what they are
supposed to be doing, or that

: something is happening the way that
I you want » Afice opened the oven

door to check on the roost.

2 check on sh/ sth: lo make sure that
someone or something Is safe, or has
everything they need » Adrienne often
checks on fer eldery neighbours
across the street.

3 check on sth: to try to get more
information about something » /
stopped at the camping shop to check
on the price of tents.

CHECK OUT —

1 check out sth/ sb, check sthfsb out:
to get more information about
something or someone » After
checking out several colleges, Koren
decided on lowa State University.

» Check us out an our new website!
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check out sth, check sth out: to
make sure that information is true or
torrect » You should check out all the
focts before you make a décision.
bi check out: if information checks
it it is shown to be true or carrect
» As long as your references check
out, we'll give you the job.
§ theck out sh/sth, check sb/sth out:
{0 look at someane or something
hecause they are interesting, attractive,
unusual etc » | turned around and
caught Bili checking me ou.
& thack out: to return your room keys
and pay your bill at a hatel before you
Inave » What time do we have to
check out?

theckout 1 when you prepare to
leave a hotel by paying your bill and

feturning your room keys

® Checkout is at 10am.

check out sth, check sth out: to

orfow or rent something from
somewhere » The fibrary allows yout to
check out six books at a time.
&8, check sb out, check out sb: to add
Wp prices of a customer's goods in a
shap and take payment far them s |
€an check you out on cash register 5.
b, check out: to pay for the things you
have bought in a shop after they have
been added up » it's going fo take
forever to check out! This queuve has
10 people in it!

hackout v the place in a

supermarket where you pay for the

Hoods that you have collected » We

had to wait for ages at the checkout,
CHECK OVER —
1 theck over sth, check sth over: to
examine something to make sure it is.
torrect, acceptable, or working
properly » Mechanics checked over
the engine before the piane took off.
# check sb over, check over sb: to
#xamine someone to make sure they

CHEER

are healthy & Ounston was pulied off
the football field and checked over by
a doctor.
CHECK THROUGH —
1 check through sth: to examine a
collection of things because you are
trying to find something & f've
checked through all my drawers, but
there's no sign of my red sweater.
2 check through sth, check sth
through: to examine something to
make sure that there are no mistakes
in it ar no problems with it / just
want to check through my work before
L hand it in to the teacher.
CHECK UP +
check up, check up sth, check sth up:
to make sure that you have the correct
information about something » { don't
know if you need a vise for India -
you'd better check up before you buy
your ticket.
checkup n when a doctor examines
you to see if you are healthy
* Doctors recommend a yearly
checkup for most adults,
CHECK UP ON
1check up an shi sth: ta toy ta find out
If someone 15 doing what they should
be doing, especially secretly
» irmigration officials checked up on
him and found that he was using @
stolen passport,
2 check up on sb: to make sure that
someane is still safe and healthy »
be back in a few nvinutes to check up
on you,” promised Or finnegan.

CHEER

CHEER ON

cheer on shsth, cheer sh/sth on: to
shout in order to encourage someone
who Is taking part in a game, race, or
compeltition » 6,000 fans cheered on
their teams in the high schoo!
basketball championships.



CHEW » CHOKE

CHEER UP

1 cheer up, cheer sb up, cheer up sh:
to feel happier after you have been
feeling sad or upset, or to make
someone fee| happier » Cheer up,
lerry. It can't be that bod. » Listening
{o music always cheers me a up a bit.
2 cheer sth up, cheer up sth: to make
a place look more attractive and
cheerful b I've brought some flowers —
{ thought they'd cheer the place up o
iittle.

CHEW

CHEW ON —

chew on sth: fo think about a
queslion, problem, or idea carefully

» Why don't you chew on it over the
weekend, and make a decision by
Monday?

CHEW OUT —

chew sh out, chew out sb: to talk
angrily te someone to show that you
disapprove of what they have done

» My boss chewed me out for not
getting the report in on time.

CHEW OVER —

chew over sth, chew sth over: to think
about something carefully for a period
of time, or to discuss it in detail » /
can’t give you an answer right away - |
need some time ta chew it over.
CHEW UP »

chew up sth, chew sth up: if a
machine chews something up, it
damages or destroys it » The printer is
chewing the paper up again,

CHICKEN

CHICKEN QUT —

chicken out: to decide not to do
something because you are too
frightened » His opponent chickened
out at the fast minute and said he
didn't want to fight. chicken aut of
daing sth» Af the last minute |
chickened out of going to Africa.
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i CHILL

CHILL OUT —

1 chill out: to relax = “What are you
doing?” “Nothing much. fust chilling
out.”

2 chill out!: used to tell someone not
ta worry or nol to get annoyed or tao
excited » Hey girl, chill out, okay! He's
not warth worryfng about.

: CHIME
© CHIME IN —

chime in: o say something during &
conversation » "it’s @ great idea,” my
sister Rose chimed in.

CHIME IN WiTH —

chime in with sth: to be similar to

¢ sameone else's opinions or feelings

» His political aims chimed in with the
national mood at the time.

CHIP

CHIP AWAY AT

chip away at sth: to gradually reduce
something or make something
disappear » Book sales over the
Internet are chipping away at the
profits of retail bookstores.

CHIP IN —

1 ¢hip in: if each persan in a group
chips in, they all give a small amount
of money in order to pay for
something together & If we afl chip in,
we should be able to get her
something really nice,

2 chip in; Lo interrupt a conversation
in order t0 say something = “Chris is
giso a really good football player,”
Alex chipped in.

CHOKE

CHOKE BACK —

choke back tears/anger etc: to force
yourself not te cry or show your
feelings about something » He choked
back tears as he announced his
resignation.
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CHOKE OFF —
thoke off sth: to stop a supply of
something b The government js
Increasing its efforts to choke off the
flaw of cocaine into the country.
EHOKE UP —
A thoke up, choke sb up: 10 have
difficulty speaking because you are
#lmost crying, or to make someone do
Ihl§ ® This song chokes me up every
time | hear it.
chaked up apj when you have
difficulty speaking because you are
almost crying » Bilf wanted to thenk
the women, but he was too choked
up to speak.
# choke up sth, choke sth up: to block
# Street or area etc so that people or
traffic cannot easily move through it
® Commuter traffic chokes up the main
roads during the rush hour,

CHOOSE

CHOOSE UP —

thoose up sth, choose up: to divide a
froup of people into teams, usually to
play a game or sport & We chose up
different teams, and started a new
game.

CHOP
€HoP
DOWN —
thop down
#th, chop
ath down: to
make a tree
fall to the
#round by cutting It with an axe (= a
sharp heavy tool) » The legend says
that George Washington chopped
down a cherry tree.

CHOP OFF —

¢chop off sth, chop sth off: to remove
something using a knife or other sharp
tool » Chop off the ends of the carrots
hefore you peel them.

CHOQSE » CHUM

CHOP UP +
chop up sth, chop sth up: to cut
something inta smaller pleces > Dad
was chopping up woed for the fire.
¥ You should chop the onian up into
Liny pieces.

CHOwW

CHOW DOWN —

chow down: to eal, especially to eara
lot of foad with enjoyment » {15 not
the micest place in town to chow
down, but they do serve a good steak
dinner,

CHUCK

CHUCK AWAY —

chuck away sth, chuck sth away: to
gel rid of something you na longer
need » We had to chuck a lot of stuff
away when we moved.

CHUCK IN —

chuck in sth, chuck sth in: to suddenly
stop doing something, especially a job
or course of study & She chucked in o
perfecily good job and went ta live
with her boyfriend.

CHUCK DUT »

chuck out sth, chuck sth out: to get rid
of something you no longer need

» Instead of just chucking out your old
clothes, why not give them to charity?

CHUG

CHUG ALONG —

chug along: to continue slowly
and steadily » Fcanomists expect
Japan's economy to keep chugaing
along.

CHUM

CHUM ARQUND —

chum around: to be friendly with
someone or to do things together
with someane as a friend. + with
» She chums around with a girl
callad Carol,



CLAM > CLEAN

CLAM

CLAM UP —

clam up: to suddenly stop talking or to
refuse to say anything about a subject
» | tried asking him obout Eileen, but
he just clammed up completefy. clam
up on sb (=suddenly stop talking to
someone about something) » Celia
wondered why her mother clammed
up on her whenever she mentioned
her father.

CLAMP
CLAMP DOWN
clamp down: to take action 1o stop
someone from doing something or 1o
limit their activities. + on » The French
government has announced plans to
clamp down on illegal protests and
road blockades.
clampdown « when the authorities
take action to stop something
happening or to limit it. + on
» calls for a clampdown on gun
ownership

CLAW

CLAW AT —

claw at sth: to tear or pull at
something, using your fingers or nails
» [ was woken up by the cat clawing at
the bedroom door.

CLAW BACK —

1 claw back sth, claw sth back: to
gradually get back something that you
had lost & The former president
started to claw back the lead gained
by his Communist rival,

2 claw back sth, claw sth back: if a
government or organization claws
back maney which it has spent, it finds
a way of gradually getting it back

¥+ Although he cut income tax, the
Chanceilor was able to claw back the
money through hidden charges on
investments.
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| CLEAN

CLEAN QUT —

i 1.clean out sth, clean sth out: to clean
i the Inside of something and throw
© away anything in it that you do not

need » | spent Soturday morning
clearing out the fridge and the food
cupboards.

2a. clean sb out, clean out sb: if
something cleans you out, it costs 50
much money that you have no more
left » it was a great hoNiday. but it
reatly cleaned us out.

¢ b clean sb out: if someone cleans you
: out, you have to give them all your
: money» The divarce was very

expensive - my wife cleaned me ouwt
completely.

3 clean sth out, clean out sth: to steal
everything from a place, or all of
someane's possessions. clean the
place out » The thieves had
completely cleaned the place out,

: CLEANUP -

1 clean up, clean up sth, clean sth up
to make a place or person clean
b A lot of money needs (o be spent on
cleaning up our beaches. dean
yourself up » Yould better clean
yourself ug before dinner!
clean-up n when you clean a place
thoroughly » This kitchen could do
with a bit of a clean-up.
2 clean up sth, clean sth up: to stop
people behaving in an illegal or
dishonest way within a particular
organization or among a group of
people b The new governor was
determined to clean up the
administration, » new laws almed at
cleaning up the financial services
indusiry
clean-up Aoy concerned with getting
rid of dishonest or criminal activities
» a clean-up campoign to prevent
the sale of illegal drugs

W9

elean up your act: to start behaving
I @ more acceptable way » Lout was
mally wild as a teenager, but recently
he'y started to clean up his act.
L] elean up: to win or earn a very large
amount of money » We really cleaned
i af the races today.

CLEAR
CLEAR AwAY
A cloar away sth, clear sth away, clear
(1 o put away the things that you
have been using so that a place is tidy
galn » You'd better clear all these
loys away before your grandmother
gets here.
i clear away: to move away from a
place » The protesters slowly cleared
away from the building when the
police arvived.
CLEAR OFF —
«lear offl: used to tell someone rudely
and angrlly to go away» Clear off annd
tlon't come back!
CLEAR OUT —
1 cloar out
Ath, clear sth ‘o\_ 4
\ ta make A
A foom, ,? J o
(L‘I‘pbcu:;d etc .‘j@— |
Hidy an
hrow away =
the things in
It you do not need » While | was
eleating out the attic, { found some old
Photographs of my mother.
clear-out n when you make a place
Hldy and throw away the things in it
that you do not need » Look at this
mess = it's time we hod a big clear-
out In here.
# clear out: to leave a place or
hullding quickly or suddenly »= By the
time the police arrived the men had
ilteady cleared out. + of » 'l give you
two howrs to collect your things and

CLEAR » CLICK

clear out of here! clear out! (=used to
tell someone rudely and angrily to
leave a place) » Clear out! I don't want
to see you again!

CLEAR UP

1 clear up, clear up sth, clear sth up;
to put things back where they are
usually kept and make a place clean
and lidy again» Let's clear up as
quickly as possible and then we can
watch I'¥. clear up after sh (=make a
place clean and tidy after someone
else has made it dirty and untidy}

= ['m tired of clearing up after other
people all the time!

2 clear up sth, clear sth up: to solve a
problem or deal with a disagreement
or confusing situation & Talks
continued late into the nigt fa an
affort to clear up the remaining
difficulties. » Why don't you phone
him and ciear up the confusion?

3 clear up sth, clear sth up: to find
an explanation for something

» Officials have been unable to clear
up the mystery of how the ship
caught fire.

5 cAear up, thear up sih, clear sth up:
If an lliness or infection clears up, o
if medicine clears it up, it gets better
and disappears & Keep taking the
antibiotics and the infection should
clear up within a week,

5 clear up: if the weather clears up, it
stops raining and becomes mare
pleasant » The weather forecast
said that it would clear up later in
the day.

CLICK

CLICK ON —+

click on sth: to make a computer do
something by pressing a button on the
mouse in order to choose something
on the screen » Once your have
entered your data, click an OK.



CLIMB » CLOSE

CLIMB

CLIMBE DOWN —

climb down: to admit that you were

Wrong in an argument, or agree to

accept other people’s demands

» Neither side in the dispute has been

willing to climb down.
climbdown 1 when you admit that
YOU were \Wrong, or agree o accepl
other people’s demands » This
policy change has been seen as a
humiliating climbdown by the
government,

CLING

CLING T0, a/50 CLING ON TO

1 cling (on) to the idea/ hope etc: to
continue to have a particular idea or
hope even when it seems unlikely to
be true or right » He was clinging
desperately to the hope that his fumily
might be afive.

2 cling (en) to: to manage to keep
something important that you have,
but with a lot of difficulty » The
reforms were seen as an attempt by
the Communists to cling on to power,

CLOCK

CLOCK IN, alse CLOCK ON —

clock in/ on: to record the time that
you arrive at work, especially by
putting a special card inta @ machine
& Warkers are expected to clock in
when they arrive at the factory.

€LOCK OUT, afso CLOCK OFF —
clock out/ off: to record the time that
you leave work, especially by putting a
special card into a machine ¥ She
clacks off at 7.15 and goes home to
cook her family’s supper.

CLOCK UP +

clock up sth: to reach or achieve a
large number or amount of something
over a period of time » The England
teom clacked up their third successive
win,

. clogsthup: to
: become

5o

¢ CLOG

CLoG up —
1 <log up,
clog up sth,

blocked with
something, or
1o block
something by
filling it » The
coffee machine
keeps clegging

: up. ® Fallen

leaves had clogged up the drains.

2 clog up the system: to prevent a
system from warking as well as it
should » All the extra applications for
passports have clogged up the
system.

CLOSE

CLOSE DOWN —*

1 close down: Lo stap working as a
business or other organization, either
for a short time or permanently

» Cafes, shops and offices closed
down during the recession. » The
callege has closed down for the
summer.

2 close down sth, close sth down: to
stop a business or an organization
operating ® The restaurant was closed
down by the Environmental Health
Department.

CLOSE IN —

1 close in: to move closer and closer
to someone or something, especially
in order to attack or catch them » The
lions were running faster and faster,
closing in for the kill. + on » | knew
that the gang was closing in on me
there was nowhere for me to run.

2 close in: if bad weather closes in, it
starts to get worse » The fog began ta
close in and we couidn't see a thing.

L1

# tlose in: if the night closes in, it
Kradually becomes darker » /f was 8
'tlock, and the night was vlready
Nlarting to close in.
CLOSE OFF —
off sth, close sth off: to block
the entrance to an area or road in
order to prevent people from going
thire » Potice closed aff the whole
road while they deait with the
iccident.
CLOSE ON —
tlese on sb/sth: to get claser and
tloser to someone or something » He
fun the length of the fieid with Steve
Wackney closing on him every second.
£10SE ouT —
1 tlose out sth, close sth out: to sell
all of a product cheaply. + on
® Marshall's usuolly closes out on
their summer lines in August.
# ¢lose out sth: to stop using or
having the right to use a bank account
B At the year's end, ol temparary
ficcounts are closed out,

close sb out, close out sb: Lo refuse
0 Include someone in a group or an
Activity » Swedish companies fear that
the EU will close them out of trade
#greements.
CLOSE UP —
A tlose up sth, close sth up: to shut
#nd lock a bullding and leave it » She
tlosed up the shop early and went
home,
# close up: If a shop et closes up, It
#nils Its business for the day and is
loeked » | managed to get to the
farge just before it closed up for the
night,
4 tlose up: if something suchas a
wound or a hole closes up, the sides
|oln together and it disappears » ft'l
take o few weeks for a deep cut like
1l fo close up completely.

CLOUD » CLUE

CLOouD

CLOUD OVER —

1 cloud over: if the sky clouds over, it
beromes covered with clouds and the
sun disappeais » It was starting lo
cloud over and we decided to 3o
Indeors,

2 5b's face clouds/eyes cloud over: if
someone's face ar eyes cloud over,
they suddenly look sad, warried, or
angry » When | mentioned her name,
his face suddenly clouded over.

CLOWN
CLOWN
ARQUND,
also CLOWN
ABOUT —+
clown
around/
about: to
behaveina
silly or funny
way,
especially in
order to make people laugh » 5he
ioves clowning around in front of an
audience,

CLUB

CLUB TOGETHER —*

club together: if a group of people
club together to pay for something,
they all give some money and share
the cost together » We off clubbed
together to buy her g teaving present.

CLUE

CLUE N+

clue sb In: 1o glve someone
informalion ahout something new or
something that they need to know.
+on» Mark’s already clued me in on
what’s been happening while fve
been away.

CLUE UP —

be clued up: ta know a lot about




CLUSTER » COME

something and understand it well
» Ask Margaret, she's pretty clued up
about that sort of thing.

CLUSTER

CLUSTER AROUND, 050 CLUSTER
ROUND —

cluster around/ round sh/ sth: te form
a very close group around somegne or
something » Everyone was clustering
around fires, trying to keep warm,

CLUTTER

CLUTTER UP —

clutter up sth, clutter sth up: to fill a
roem, o cover an area with too many
things in an untidy way » Can't we get
vid of these boxes - they've been
cluttering up the office for weeks now.

COAST

COAST ALONG —

coast along: to be fairly successful,
but without trying very hard and
without making as much progress as
you could & /a recent years the team
has been content to coast atong fn the
middle of the first division.

COBBLE

COBBLE TOGETHER —*

cobble together sth, cobbie sth
together: to make or produce
something quickly and often not very
well » We cobbled together some
lunch from the food that was left in
the fridge.

COLOUR

€OLOUR IN —

colour in sth, colour sth in: to fill a
shape or picture with colour using
coloured pencils or paints b The
chitdren were told to colowr in the
shapes they had draw.

COLOUR UP —

colour up: if someane colours up, their
face becomes red because they are
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embarrassed or angry - He stared at
Mary, and she coloured up instantiy.
COMB

COMB THROUGH

comb through sth: to carefully search
through a lot of information or objects
in order to find something » Palice

i spent more than a doy combing

through every piece of evidence they

: could find.

COME

COME ABOUT —

come about: to happen or start to
exist » The discovery of penicillin
came aboul entirely by chance.

» When did life begir on Earth, and
how did it come about?

COME ACROSS —

1 come across sthy sb: to find
something or meet someane by
chance b Jill come across her son's
diary while she was tidying his room,
2 come across sth: lo experience a
particular type of problem, situation
etc i I expect pou'll come across ail
sorts of difficulties, but it's still worth
YIRG.

3 Come across: (o seem to be a
particular type of person or thing.
come across as (being) sth = He
comes across as being rather
arrogant. tome across well/ badly
(=make people have a good or bad
opinion of you) = I'm stwe she's an
excellent politician, but she comes
across badly on television.

4 come across: to be made clear or
understood » What comes across very
strongly in her letters is her wonderful
sense of humour,

COME ALONG +

1 come along: to go somewhere with
someone & We're going to walch the
football - do you want to come along?
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# come aleng: if something new such
1 job or an opportunity comes
aleng, it becomes avallable for you
® This job came along just at the right
time.
# tome along: to arrive or appear
somewhere B The police eventually
tame along and took the mon away.
& be coming along: to be making good
progress » The doctor said that
Riehard was coming along nicely and
would be able to go home on Friday.
§ come along!: used to tell someone
10 hurry or make more effart » Come
along, girls! We'il be late if we don't
00 now.

COME APART —

1 come apart: to fail completely » The
frdce agreement seemed ta be
{oming apart. come apart at the
#8ms (=used to emphasize that
something is likely to fail completely)
® His whole life seemed to be coming
apart at the seams.

# come apart:

to break or Ry

sfparate inte o _f 7

i Bruce A e
rabbed the =4
ok from b

e and it came apart in his hands.
COME AROUND, /50 COME

ROUND —

1 come around/ round: to come to
someone’s house In order to see them
® Valerie and john said they might
come eround this evening.

# come around, round: to start to
agree with or accept something that
you did not agree with before »= My
Mother stopped speaking to me when
1 first left home, but she's coming
round now,

3 tome around,/ round: to arrive of
happen as usual or as expected » The

COME

World Cup will be coming round again

soan. » The big day for my talk sson

came around.

4 come around/ round: to become

conscious again, for example after an

accident or operation » “It'lf take ¢

couple of hours for him to come

around,” the doctor said.

COME AT —+

ceme at sb: to move towards someone

in a threatening way » { was just

leaving the club when this guy came

at me with a knife.

COME AWAY —

come away: to break and separate

fram something else » Alex pulled at

the door handle, but it came away i

her hands.

COME AWAY WITH —

came away with sth: to succeed in

winning something, or In getting

something that you want » One of the

athletes came away with seven

Olympic gold medafs.

COME BACK *

1 come back: to return to a place

» When do you think you'll be coming

Gack (0 work?

2 come back: to start to happen or

exist again » As soon as  do any

exercise, the pain comes back again.

3 come back: to become fashionable

or popular again » Apparently, the

styles of the 6os and 705 are coming

back. come back into fashion » /

never throw away old clothes in case

they come back into fashion.
comeback v when something
becomes fashionable again, or a
famous person becames popular
again » Aerosmith's comeback tour
was a huge success. make a
comeback b Long boots are
expected to make a comeback i the
autumin.



COME

4 come back: if something from the
past comes back to you, you remember
it» She looked at the photograph, and
suddeniy it afl came back.
5 come back: to reply with humour or
anger to something someone says
» He always comes back with some
kind of wittty reply.
comeback v 3 humorous or angry
reply » I can pever think of a good
comeback until it's too fate.
COME BEFORE
come before sb/sth: to be brought to
sameone with official authority in
order to be judged or discussed
» Murphy’s case came before judge
Hoiden at the Crawi Court.
COME BETWEEN —
1 come between sb: to spail a
relationship or friendship » in the end
it was Jed's jealousy and pride that
came between us.
2 come between sb and sth: to
prevent someone from giving enough
attention to something » He never let
anyone come between him and his
work,
COME BY +
1 come by sth: to get samething » /
wonder how he came by 50 much
nioney at his age.
2 come by: to make a short visit to a
place on your way to somewhere else
» Can | come by lonight and get my
stuff?
COME DOWN —
1 come down: to accept a lower price
for something than you had asked for
» They're asking £150,000 for the
house, but they might come down a
bit,
2 come down: if a building, wall etc
comes down, it is destroyed b The
Berlin Wall came down it 1989.
3 come down: if a plane comes down,
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it crashes to the ground » The piane

i came down in Bilmermeer, and there

WEre 10 Survivors.

4 come down in favour of sth/sh: to
decide 1o support something or
someone, especially officially » The
president is expected to come dows in
favour of military intervention. come
down on the side of sth/sb » The

i judge in the case came down on the

side of the umions.

5 come down: to stop feeling the
excilement caused by taking an illegal
drug » An addict coming down off
herain s usually in o deeply depressed

state.

COME DOWN ON

come down on sb: to criticize or
punish someone for something * Your
manager will really conte down on you
if the job isn’t finished in time. come
down on sb like a ton of bricks
(=criticize or punish someone very
severely) » He made one tiny mistake
and they come down on him like a ton
of bricks.

COME DOWN TO +

1 come down to sth: to be the most
important thing to consider. when it
comes down to It (=this is Lthe most
impaortant point) » When it comes
dow to it, you have to remember
she's only sixteen,

2if it comes down to it ... used to say
that if something becomes really
necessary, that is what you will have
to do w If it comes down fo it, we'll
just have to take a iater flight.

COME DOWN WITH —

come down with sth: to get anillness
» Almost everyone in the office came
dow with flu.

COME FOR —

come for sb: to arrive in order to take
someone somewhere & The taxi’s
coming for us at nine,
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COME FORWARD *+

tome ferward: to be willing to do

something, especially to give someone

Information » People who are bullied

at work are often too scared to come
ward.

COME FORWARD WITH —

tome forward with sth: to suggest

something or to give the money

needed for something » Defors came

,\)mrd with detailed proposals fora

range of reforms.

COME FROM —

A come from sth: if you come from a

particular place, you were born there

or have your home there » Most of our

stidents come from Europe.
# come from sth: to belongto a
particular type of family or social class
® The kids at this schoo! come from all
Kinds of backgrounds.

Understand where sb’s coming

: to understand why someone

thinks the way they do » ! disagree
With her all the time - | just don't
linderstand where she's coming from.
COME IN —
A tome In: used to ask someone to
#nter the room or building that you
e In » Would you like to corme in and
have a drink?
B come In: if a train, bus, plane, or
ship come: arrives at a station,
alrport, or port » What time should
the train from Boston come in?

Incoming 4ol travelling towards a

place and arriving soon & incoming

COME

& come in: 1o finish a race,
competitian etc in a particular position
» The favourite horse only just
finished the race, coming fn way
behind the others.

¢ gcomein: to start to be used and

have an effect » A new law came in
today requiring all bars fo close by 2

Loam
¢ 6 comein: if a new fashion comes in,

it starts to be fashlonable » Bright

. colours are coming in again for this
i summer.
: 7 come in useful olso come In handy:

to be useful for samething » Keep that
box - it might come in handy for
something.

. 8 the tide comes in: when the tide
: comes in, the sea moves towards the

land ® It only safe to swin here

when the tide's coming in.
Incoming soj an incoming tide is
coming towards the land » The rocks
were slowly being cavered by the
Incoming tide.

COME IN FOR —

come in for criticism/ praise etc: to be

criticized, praised etc for something
i »n DrYates' speech, Semuel

Whithread ceme in for spectal praise.
COME INTO —

¢ 1come into effect aiso come into
operation: to begin ta be used and

have an effect » The mew tax came
into aperation an April 1st. » In 1952,

: the peace treaty came into effect.

2 come into being also come into
: 10 start to exist » The

flights» i

3 tome In: to become involved in a
plan, activity etc. + on b Three more
fup bands have offered to come in on
the antl-drugs campaigr. be where/
how sbf sth comes in (=be what
sumeone or something’s part in a plan
18] & We need someone who knows the
e, and that's where Mick comes in.

: company came into existence in 1987

3 come into sight a/so come inta v_fiew-
if something comes inta sight of view,
you begin to be able 1o see it » We

i finally reached the top of the hill, and

the town came into view.

4 teme Tnto Tt: to be an important part



COME

of a situation » You have to consider
my feelings too - don't they come into
it?

5 come Into offlce aiso come into
pawer: to start lo have a position of
power, especially in government

» When the government come into
power, unemployment was 1.25
million.

& come into maney/land etc: to
receive money, land etc from
someone, especially someone who
has died » She came into an
enormous sum of money from her
grandnmather.

COME OF —

come of sth: to happen as the result of
something else » {isa failed her music
exam - that's what comes of not
practising.

COME OFF

1 come off well/ badly etc: to be more
or less successful or lucky compared
to someone else » | always came off
badly i an argument with her.

2 come off: to happen as planned or
wanted » We've been thinking of
going to Africa for years, but [ don’t
think it'lf ever come off. » Irene was
tiying to be funny, but the joke didn’t
quite come off.

3 come off itl: used to tell someone
that you think what they have just said
is wrong, dishonest, or stupid » "/’
thinking of studying medicine.” “Come
off it ! You cam’t even stand the sight
of biood!"

4 come off sth: Lo stop taking drugs,
medicine, or alcohol » ft car take
years to came off heroin.

COME OFF AS —

come off as sth: to seem to have a
particular quality or characteristic

» Miller sometimes comes off as
egotistical and unkind, but he's not
really fike that at afl.
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COME ON —

came on!
a. used to tell someone to come with

¥Oou of 1o hurry & Come on, Luke, let’s
qo insjde,

b. used to encourage scmeone to do
something = “Come on,” trged Marie,
“You car tell me what's wrong.”

€, used to tell someone that you da
not believe what they have just said
» Of, come on. She's a lot ofder than
that.

d. used to comfart someone » Came
i on. Everything’s going to be fine.

1 come on inf over etc: used o tell
someaone to come in, aver etc » “Come
on fn,"” Milles said, “Make yourself at
home."

2 come on: fo start working » The

i front door Nght will come on

autamatically when it gets dark.

» Why hasn't the heating come on yel?
3 come on: if a television or radio
programme comes on, i{ begins

» The news usually comes on after
‘Neighbours’ doesn’t it?

4 come on: to start to take partin a
game, especially instead of another
player » Arsena! looked stronger after
the substitute came on.

5 come on: to improve or make
progress e foe’s really come on a iot
since he went to his new school. how's
sthfsh caming on? (=what progress Is
something or someane making)

B Haw's your course coming on?

6 come on: if an iliness or a pain
comes on, it starts » { think ! have a
cold coming on. » Nick said fie had a
headache coming an, so he's gone
home,

COMEONTD -+

1 come on to sb: to make it very clear
to someone that you are sexually
interested in them » We'd only just
mer and she started coming on fo me!
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come-on n something that you do or
say that is clearly intended to attract
someone sexually. give sb the come-
on » He seemns to imagine that every
woman he meets is giving him the
come-on.
# tome on to sth: to start talking
about something, especially after
lalking about something else » /I
came on to that peint in more detait
later,
COME OUT —
1 come out: 1o leave a room, building,
or place where you are staying or
hiding » “Come out!” shouted the
police officer. “We know you're in
there!” + of » Donold came out of his
office, looking tired ond worred.
i come oul: to go somewhere with
someone in order to enjoy yourself
soclally » fack said he couldn't come
0l tomght beceuse he has an exam
fomorrow.
gome out: to become available to be
Lght or to be seen » People are
ilways waiting for Terry Pratchett’s
f#xt book to come out. » When the
Mhavie came out, it was an instant
Aliecess.
& tome out: to become known,
#apacinlly after being kept secret» /
kiew that Ruth had probiems, but it
WiIx several months before the truth
iime out. » The exam resuits don't
f0me out until the end of August.
tame out: used to say how good,
i, successful etc something is.
inme out well/ badly etc» if took him
il long time to write the book, but it
iime out really well. come out on top
(=10 be better than the others) ¥ Of alf
e warshing-machines in the survey,
s oie come out on top.
# (ome out: to be said in a particular
way  { tried to explain how ! feel, but
ol came out wrong.

COME

7 come out: if the sun, moon, or stars
come out, they appear in the sky after
being hidden » fust as we were about
to feave the beach, the sun come oul.
8 come out: if marks of colours come
out of something, they disappear or
become less strong when they are
cleaned » | don't think this stain will
come out, whatever } do.

g come out in favour of/against: to
publicly support or oppose someone
ar something » Over haif the party has
come oul against further reductions in
tuxation. come out in support of sthf
sb = She hos come out in support of
the extreme right-wing Natioral Front
parly.

10 come out: to tell people that you
are gay, after keeping it secret » We
knew Paul was gay for yeors before he
Fnally decided to come ott.

11 come out: to succeed in gelling
through an unpleasant experience

» The two girls had been kidnapped
and were lucky to come oul alive.

12 come out: if flowers come out, they
open m Roses come out at the end of
June.

13 come out: to lead towards or end at
a particular place » Do you kriow
where this road comes out?

14 come out: if workers come out, they
refuse to work until their employer
agrees to their demands » Other
workers came out in support of the
minters’ strike. come out on strike

» When their pay claims were refused,
the teachers came out on strike,
COME QUT IN —

come out in spots/ a rash etc: 1o
develop spots etc on your skin e |
rend ro come out in a rash if ! ear
certain foods.

COME QUY OF

1 come out of sth: ta result from an



COME

activity, event, or process » | don’t
think any good has come out of this
war at ail.

2 come out of sth: to stop being in a
particular situation or state, especially
a bad one » Various signs suggest
that the economy may be coming out
of recession.

3 come out of sth well/ badly etc: to
give someone a good or bad idea
about you because of the way you
have done or dealt with something

¥ {'ve just read a book about him. He
doesn’t come aut of it very well.
COME OUT WITH —

come out with sth: to say something,
especially something wrong, stupid, or
annoying » When / asked for his
opinian, he came out with a long list
of criticisms.

COME OVER —

1 come over: to visit you at your house
» Why don't pou come aver this
evening and we'il tolk about it then?
2 come over sh: if a feeling or a
change comes over you, you
experience it » She knew he was
watching her, ond a feeling of ponic
came over her, what has come over
sh? (=used when you are surprised
because someone has suddenly
started behaving in strange way)

> i don't know what's come over him
he actually said hella to me this
morning!

3 come over: (o seem to be a
particular type of person or thing, or
to have particular qualities. + as

¥+ Mrs Robins came over as a cold
strict woman.

4 come over: Lo be clearly expressed
and easy ta natice or understand

& The same message Is coming over
again and again: we ore stowiy
destroying the planet.

5 come over: to leave a group, team,
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: or organization and join one that is
! tompeting against it. + from» Patrice

Tardif was one of the three players
who came over from the Blues.

COME ROUND See COME AROUND
COME THROUGH —

1 come through: if something comes
through, it reaches you and you
receive it » { was in Bostort when the
news came through. » Hank's divarce
came through seoner than he had
expected.

2 come through sth: to succeed in
gelling to the end of a dangerous of
difficult situation » Amazingly, our
house came through the storm
without much demoge,

3 come through: to provide something
that someone needs or has asked for.
+ with» The US came through with $2
biftion in aid.

COME TO —

1.come to sth: to reach a particular
state or situation - used especially in
the following phrases: come to an end
(=finish) » My stay 7n Sar Francisco
was coming ta en end. come to an
agreement (~agree about sumething)
® It was several months before we
eventually come to an agreement. it
comes to the peint where (=used tn
say that you have reached a particular
situation) » It came to the point where
we could noe longer bear to talk to
each other.

2 come to a decision also come toa
conclusion etc: to make a decision
about something & Alf the candidates
for the safes job were good, and it
took us a long time to come to a
decision.
3 when it comes to sth: used to
introduce the subject that you are
going to talk about or deal with
» When it comes to relationships,
everyone makes mistakes. w The
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yovernment has had little success
Wheen It comes to education.

& tome to power: to officially start to
Tulé a country » The Communists
fuime to power in China in 1949.

§ tome to nathing also not come to
#nything: to develop or not develop
Into semething successful » it was
ibvlous that their efforts would come
{0 nothing.

# come to sth: Lo start 1o talk about
something or deal with it » There are
(wasons for our decision, which I'll
Lume to later.

J tome to sth: to add upto a
fiarticular total » At the end of the
#vening the bilf came to £50.

W tome to sb: if a thought ot idea
£OMmes lo you, you think of it » I've

P‘l jotten the name of the restaurant -
1"l come to me in @ minute.

§ Come to: to become conscious again
Alter an accident or operation » When {
fame to, ! was lying in a haspital bed.
COME TOGETHER —

4 come together: to join together with
lher peaple, in order to do something.
# 16 do sth » Severai local groups hod
f0ine together to form the new porty
# b coming together: if something is
roming together, itis finally starting to
b successful » Linda was just
beginning to feel that her life was
toming together.

COME UNDER —

1 €ome under attack/ criticism etc: to
I attacked, criticized et » Off
tinkers and trucks came under air
iltack on fanuary 29. » The
yovernment came under strong
iressure to negotiate with the
ifackers. come under fire (=be
tiltlclzed) » TV companies have come
undey fire for the amount of violence
Mo screens,

COME

2 come under scrutiny review etc: to
be examined or considered carefully

» The new policy came under intense
SCruiny.

COME UP —

1 come up: to move towards someone
or something until you are next to
them » She came up and put her arms
arpund him. + te b A lot of peaple
came up to her and started asking
questions.

2 come up: if an opportunity comes
up, It becomes available » Let me
know if you hear of any suitable jobs
conting up. ¥ if you keep on trying, I'm
sure something will come up,

3 come up: to be mentioned in a

conversation » We'd been gofng out
i together for two years before the
subject of marriage came up.

4 come up: if a problem comes up, it
suddenly appears » ft's been one of
those days when problems keep

coming up all the time. something’s
came up » 'm afraid 'm going to be

i late home - something’s come up at

work.

5 be coming up: ta be going to happen
soon » Your birthday's coming up next
month, isn't it? » The Annual Folk
Festival is coming up on May 3rd.

6 came up: W4
if the sun or i . B

moon comes o ",

up into the 3

you can see it

come up behind the mountains.

7 come up: If a plant or seed comes
up, it begins to appear above the

up, it moves
» We got up early to watch the sun
ground » If you piant the seeds now

: they should come up in about ten
¢ days' time.
. B come up: if a number comes upin a



COMPOSE

competition, you win something if you
have chosen the same number » You'll
win about sixty pounds if three of your
numbers come up.

9 coming (right) up!: used to tell
someone that something they have
just ordered will be ready soon » “Two
Martinis, pleose.” "Conmting up, sict"
COME UP AGAINST -+

come up against sth/ sb: to have ta
deal with a problem or difficult person
» Women police officers often
complain that they come up against a
lot of sexfsm.

COME UP FOR —

1 come up for sale also come up for
auetion: to become available to buy

» 1'd really love to buy that house, if it
ever comes up for sale.

2 come up for discussion afso come
up for debate: to be formally
discussed » The issue came up for
debate in Pariiament three days later.
3 come up for sth: to reach the time
when something should be dealt with
or done » The case came up for
rewview, and the men were found
innocent. » In November, ore third of
the Senate comes up for re-election.
COME UP TO —

1 come up to sth: to reach a particular
standard. come up to sb's/ sth’s
standards » Many of Britain’s beaches
do nat come up to EC stendards. come
up to expectations » We foved the
istand, but the hotef didn’t really come
up to our expectations. come up to
scratch {=be as good as expected or
as something should be) » Over ¢
third of the schools in the survey
didn't come up to scratch.

2 be coming up ta sth: to be nearly a
particular time or age » /f was coming
up to two o'clack by the time everyone
had teft. » My eldest son's just coming
up to sixteen,
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: COME UP WITH -+

1 come up with sth: to think of an
idea, plan, or sclution » A good
leader has to be able lo identify
problems and come up with
solutions.

2 come up with sh/ sth: to find a
suitable person or thing » We've
advertised several times, but haven’t
been able to come vp with g suitable
candidate.

COME UPON ~—+

come upon sby sth: to meet someone
or find semething by chance or when
vou do not expect it &= On the second
day we came upon the remains of @
Roman villa,

COME WITHIN —+

1 come withln seconds/inches etc of
doing sth: used to say that someone
very nearly does something, or
something very nearly happens » He
came within two percentage points of
winning Arizona. » Afterwards [
realized I come within second's of
death,

2 come within sight/ reach etc: to be
close enough to something to see it or
reachit, or to be seen or reached. + of
& As Beatty came within sight of his
office, he was suiprised to see a smail
group waiting at the door. » Parts of
the city centre were coming within
range of heavy artiflery.

COMPOSE

BE COMPOSED OF —

1 be composed of sth: to be made of a
particular substance or substances

b Water is composed of hydrogen and
oxygen. » The marble from which the
Toj Mahal is built is composed of large
crystals,

2 be composed of sthy sb: to consist
of a particular number or type of
things, people, crganizations, etc
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® The Kingdom of Tonga is composed
of wbout 170 islands.

CONCEIVE

CONCEIVE OF —

§ toncelve of sth: to imagine that it is
franalble for something to happen or
walsl & Yuan found it difficult to
ioncelve of life with aay other woman
but his wife.

# toncelve of sthy sb: to think of
something in a particular way or as
haing a particular thing. + as » The
Lhristian God has traditionally been
tonceived of as masculine.

CONCENTRATE

CONCENTRATE ON >

tencentrate on sth, concentrate sth on
wthi Lo give more attenticn to
something or do more work on it than
Anything else » She left the band in
ider to concentrate on her solo
wireer. » The students here are ahie to
1oncentrate on the subjects that
Interest them most.

CONDEMN

CONDEMN TO —

A tondemn sb to death/ hard Labour
#le| lo give someone a severe
punishment after deciding that they
are gullly of a crime & I 1814, Joseph
Gulllotin was arrested, tried and
tondemned to death.

# condemn sb/ sth to sth: to force
Aomeone to accept an unpleasant
wsliuatlon or way of life & The accident
tondemned her to a lifetime of pain
ind disability.

CONFER

CONPER ON, @S0 CONFER UPON —
i tanler sth on/upon sb, confer

o/ upon sb sth: to make someone
have a particular quality or feeling

® Pregnancy seems to confer o feeling
if contentment on some women.

CONCEIVE » CONFINE

2 confer sth on/ upon sb: to officially
give a title, degree, or honour to
someane » Degrees fram Oxfard
University were first conferied on
wornen it 1920,

CONFESS

CONFESS TO

1 confess to sth: to admit that you
have done something wrong or illegal

. » One of the men broke down and

confessed to the murder.

2 confess to sth: to admit something
that you feel embarrassed about ® fn
the end, Mitchell confessed to not

: having read my book,

CONFIDE

CONFIDE IN —

confide in sb: to tell someone
something that you have not told
other people, because you feel you
can trust them » He had no one to
coifide in, no one to furn to for
advice.

CONFINE

CONFINE TO —

1 be confined to sth: 10 affect only one
group of people, of to exist in only one
place or situation » Domestic violence
is not confined to any ane group in
soclety.

2 be confined to sth: to have to stay
somewhere because you are ill or
injured » The prime minister has beern
confined to u haspital bed for almost
seven weeks now.

3 be confined to sth: to be forced (@
stay in a place such as a prison & The
ptisoners are confined to their cells for

 almost 23 hours a day.

4 confine yourselfta sth: ta only do
one thing or only talk about one thing
» There are too many examples to tatk

ohout this morning, 50 il confine

myself to two.



CONFRONT » CONSULT

CONFRONT

CONFRONT WITH —

1 be confronted with sth: to have a
difficult problem or situation that you
have to deal with » Aid workers are
now confronted with the task of
feeding all the refugees. » She was
confronted with a seemingly
impossible choice.

2 confront sb with sth: to show
someone evidence that they have
done something wrong or illegal, in
order to make them admit it » When
she confronted her husband with the
photographs, he suddenly became
very quiet.

CONJURE

COMJURE UP —

1 conjure up sth, conjure sth up: to
make a picture, idea, ar memory
appear in someone’s mind » The word
‘Mediterranean’ conjures up images of
sunshine, olive trees, and o crystal
clear seq.

2 conjure up
sth, conjure
sthup: to
produce
something
quickly and
casily

» Grandma
wenf inta the
kitchen, and within minutes had
conjured up a delicious mea,

CONK

CONK OUT -+

1 conk out: if a machine or car conks
out, it stops working » Owr car conked
out on the way home and we had to
walk the rest of the way.

2 conk out: to fall asleep quickly
because you are very tired » Natalie
conked out at arourd four a.m.

CONNIVE

CONNIVE AT, GiSO CONNIVE IN —
connive at/in sth: to allow something
illegal or wrong to continue by
deliberately nat trying to stop it

» The report claims that drugs are
freely available in prisons, and

that prisan staff connive at drug
abuse.

CONSIGN

CONSIGN TD

1 consign sth/ sb te sth: to put
something or someone somewhere,
especially in order to get rid of them
+ Notalie read his letter with
increasing annoyance, and then
consigned it to the wastepaper bir.

2 consign sb to sth: to force someone
to accept a bad situation or way of life
¥ Poor education has consigned them
to a life of poverty and crime.

CONSIST

CONSIST OF —

consist of sth: to include or be made
up of a particular group of people or
things » a sauce consisting of minced
beef, tomatoes, and onions w The
team consists of an editar, three
[ul-time journalists, and a
phatographer.

CONSORT

CONSORT WITH —

consort with sb: to spend time with
someone that other people disapprove
of » They suspected him of consorting
with the enemy.

CONSULT

CONSULT WITH —

consult with sb: to discuss something
with someane befare you make a
decision » The President consulted
w{m European leaders before taking
action.
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CONTEND

CONTEND WITH —

wontand with sth: if you have to
tnntend with a problem or a difficult
wituation you have to deal with it. have
A@ contend with sth » The Prime
Minister has to contend with constant
ilticism from members of his own
Pty

CONTENT

CONTENT WITH —

(antent yourself with sth: to decide to
Accept something or do something,
#ven though it is not what you really
Wit » He has refused olf interviews,
A0 the media hes had to content itself
With reporting prepared statements.

CONTRIBUTE

CONTRIBUTE TO, als0 CONTRIBUTE
TOWARDS, CONTRIBUTE TOWARD
entribute to/ towards/ toward sth: lo
l@ one of the causes of something

® The new drug contributed to a 7%
se In the company’s profits this year.

CONVERGE

CONVERGE ON/ UPON —

fonvarge on/ upon sth: if a lot of
fwople canverge on a place, they
tome there from different places and
form a large crowd » More than half o
miflion sports fans converged on the
vapital today for the London
Marathon.

COOK

CO0K up —~

waok up sth, cook sth up: to think of a
lie o an excuse » Rachel cooked up
e excuse about her car breaking
hown,

cooL

(00l DOWN —+

i tool down, cool sb/ sth down, cool
Wown sh/sth: to become cooler, or to

CONTEND » COP

make sameone ar something cooler
» We jumped into the swimming poo!
te cool down.

2 cool down: to became calm after
feeling angry & Perhaps when they
have had time to cool down and think
obout it, they'll reconsider.

COOL OFF —

1 teol off: to become cool or cooler» 7
took the bread out of the oven, and
left it an the table to cool off.

2 caol off: to become calm after being
angry » Maybe you should go away
and cool off before we talk anymore
aboul this.

3 cool off: if you cool off, ar your
relationship with somecne cools aff,
you feel less attracted to someone
than you did before » | ended the
relationship becouse | thought Rab
was beginning to coal off.

CooP

BE COOQPED UP -

be cooped up: to be in a place which

is too small or does not give you
enough freedom. + in+ The prisoners
are cooped up in their cells for most of

: the day. = it was great to be out in the

[fresh air after being cooped up in the
house all day.

CoPp

COP QUT —

¢ cop out: to avoid doing something that
¢ you should do or said you would do

: b We took a tent with us, bui capped

: out when it started raining and stayed
i ina hotel. + of » He said that he

i wasn't going to cop out of making

i tough decisions.

cop-out v when someone avoids
doing something difficult or
something that they should do b /s
an interesting film, but the
sentimental ending is a complete
cop-oul.



COPY » COUNT

COPY

COPY DOWN —

copy down sth, copy sth down: (o
write something that someone has
said or written on a piece of paper

® The children were copying down the
instructions from the board,

COPY OUT —+

copy out sth, copy sth aut: if you copy
out something that has been written,
you write it all again on a piece of
paper » | copfed out the recipe for
her.

CORDON
CORDON
OFF —
cordon off
sth, cordon
sth off: to
put some-
thing around
an areato
stop people from going into it » Police
have cordoned off the street where the
murder took place,

CORRESPOND

CORRESPOND TQ —

correspond to sth: if one thing
carresponds to anather, it relates to or
is similar {0 the other thing » The road
took us past farmhouses, woods, and
a lake, bt nothing seemed to
correspond to the mop. » Employees’
salaries generally correspond to

how long they've warked for the
company.

COTTON

COTTON ON >

cotton on: to start to understand or
realize sumething » | dropped about
six hints before he finally cottorred on,
+ ta» At fast fashion shops are
cottaning on to the fact that not every
woman js @ standord size.
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COUCH

COUCH IN —+

be couched in: to be expressedin a
particular type of language » The
fetter was fong and couched in
incomprehensible legal jargon.

COUGH

COUGH UP —

cough up: 10 pay money for

something, especially when you do

not want to » You owe me £10. Come

on, cough up.

COUNT

COUNT AGAINST —+

count against sb: 1o he likely to make

someone less successful at something

¥ Always dress well for job interviews

- an untidy appearance will count

against you.

COUNT AMONG —

count sbf sth amang sth: to consider

that someone or something belongs to

a particular group & { was proud to

count myself among his close friends.

COUNT DOWN —

count down, count down sth, count

sth down: to count numbers

backwards to zero before an important

or special event » Ok, get ready to

count down to midnight - five, four;

three, two, anel Happy New Year!
countdown 1 when someone counts
backwards to zero before an
important event, especially before a
space vehicle is sent into the sky
» The countdown has begun at Cape
Canaveral.

COUNT FOR —

count far something: to be considered

important or valuable » IS nice ro

know that good old-fashioned maoral

values still count for saomething. not

ceunt for much » What I say doesn’t

count far much around here,

({11

COUNT IN —

(ount me Inl: used to say that you
want to take part in an activity that
uther people are planning » “Mark,
how do you feel about playing
volleyball tomerrow?™ “Count me in!”
COUNT OFF —

1 Lount off sth, count sth off: to count
puople or things aloud, especially in
uider to make sure that Lhey are all
here » Miss Bradshaw stood courting
off the children as they gat onite the
2%

@ count off: if a group of people count
off, they call out a number when their
Iuth comes to show that they are there
® The soidiers cournted off before
beginning their training exercises.
COUNT ON, al50 COUNT UPON —

1 €ount on/ upon sth: to expect
something to happen and include it in
your plans » In Spain you con count
on sunny, cloudless skies and a warm
e,

¥ tan count on/ upon sb: if you can
fount on someone, you know that
hoy will help you or do what you want
® You can count on me. { won't fel you
down,

COUNT OUT —

i ¢ount me out!: used ta say that you
(o not want to take part in an activity
{hat other people are planning

® "We're going to the movies,” “Count
e aut,” said fennifer.

# count out sth, count sth out: to
tount things one by one as you pick
hem up and put them into a pile

® foey look out a wad of banknotes
attd started counting them out on the
tihle,

3 count sb out: to decide that
someone is certain to fail » A lof of
people count me out, They keep
aking; “When are you gonna retire?"

COUPLE » COVER

COUNT TOWARDS, GfS0 COUNT
TOWARD —

count towards [ toward sth: to be part
of and influence the final score, result,
of total » The work that you da over
the three years counts toward your
final degree,

COUNT UP —

count up sbf sth, count sbysth up: to
count the people or things in a group
to find out how many of them there
are » The quiz master counts up the
scores, and then announces which
team is the winner,

COUNT UPON $22 COUNT ON

COUPLE

COUPLE WITH —

sth coupled with sth: used to say that
two things together cause something to
happen » Lack of rain coupled with high
temperatures couse the crops 1o fail.

COVER
COVER OVER —
cover over sth, cover sth aver: to cover
the top of something completely with
something else » The plones were
covered over with branches so that
they could nat be seen from the air.
COVER UP —
1 cover up sth, cover sth up: 1o stop
peaple from finding out the truth
about a crime or a mistake
* Documents were stolen from the
Watergate building, and Nixon tried to
cover it up. coverup for sb » She fied
ta cover up for her husband, saying
that he had been at home with her on
the night of the crime.
cover-up N an attempt to prevent the
public from discovering the truth
about samething » The government
immediotely began a massive cover-
up, blanting the demonstrators for
the violence.



CRACK » CRASH

2 coverup sthysb, cover sth/sb up: to
cover samething or someane with
something » We'd betrer cover up ofl
the furniture while we're doing the
decorating.
CRACK
CRACK DOWN +
erack down: if pecple in autherity crack
down on an illegal activity, they become
much stricter about it. + on » @ police
campaign to crack down on burglaries
» He aceused them of failing to crack
dowr on terrorist arganizations.
crackdown 1 when people in
autharity become much stricter
about something in order to prevent
it from happening. + on» a
crackdows an drug trafficking
CRACK UP —
1 crack up: to become mentally ill and
unable to deal with your life or work
# Vince worked ¢ 16-hour day and
never fook time off - eventually he
Jjust cracked up under the strain,
2 crack up, crack sb up: (o suddenly
laugh a lat, or lo make someone laugh
a lot» Everyone in the class cracked
up when they saw what was written on
the board.
3 sthis not all it's cracked up to be;
used to say that something is not as
good as people say it is » Being
famaus is not all it’s cracked up ta be.

CRAM

CRAM IN, GlSO CRAM INTO —
1 cram in sth,
cram sth in,
cram sth
into sth: to
push a lot of
things inta a
very small
space » Billy
tried to see how many chocolutes he
could cram inte his mouth at once.
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2 cram in, cram into sth: if a lot of
people cram in or cram into a place,
they go intoit and fill it » We all
crammed in and jill sterted the car.

3 cram in sth, cram sth in, cram sth
into sth: to do a lot of activities in a
short period of time » You can crom
a lot of wark into two weeks if you
try.

CRANK

CRANK OUT —

crank sth out, crank out sth: to
produce a lot of something very
quickly = He cranks out detective
novels at the rate of three a year.
CRANK UP —+

crank up sth, crank sth up: to make
the sound of something, especially
music, much louder » We cranked up
the volume and sang atong at the top
of aur voices.

CRASH

CRASH AROUND, /S0 CRASH
ABOUT -

crash around/ about: to move around
making a lot of noise » Some kind of
animal was crashing gbout in the long
grass behind us.

CRASH DOWN —

15b’s hopes come/ world etc comes
crashing down: used to say that
someone fails to achieve what they
want or that something bad happens
to them, so that they are very unhappy
or disappointed » When Toni left him,
his whole world came crashing down,
2 come crashing down/ bring sth
crashing down: Lo stop working well
or being successful, or to make
something do this & Ifthe housing
market collapsed, it would bring the
whole economy crashing down.

I CRASH OUT
¢ crash out: to go 1o sleep very quickly

because you are very lired = fwas so
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tirad last night, | got home and just
trished out on the sofa.

CRAWL

WE CRAWLING WITH »

i ba crawling with sth: to be covered
with Insects in a way that is very
unpleasant » i woke up and the sheet
wals crawling with lice.

# be crawling with sb: if a place is
trawling with a particular kind of
paople, it is full of them » We've gor
10 get out of here - this place i5 going
fo be crawling with cops scon.

CREAM

CREAM OFF —

1 cream off sth, cream sth off: to
unfalrly take the profits or the best
part of something for yourself » Most
of the profits are creamed off by
insfder dealers.

# craam off sb, cream sb off: (0 take
{he cleverest or mast skillul people in
a group away from the others, and
{reat them in a special way

® Academic children were creamed off
ot the age of eleven and sent to
grammar schools.

CREASE

CRIASE UP —

crease up, crease sb up: to laugh a
lot, or make someone laugh a lot » jo
tould imitate anybody and always
made the others crease up.

CREDIT

CREDIT WITH —

s cradit sb with sth: to believe that
womeone is the cause of something
wood that happens = Gelileo is
itedited with changing the face of
astronomy.

# credit sb with sth: to accept that
wameone has a articular quality » |
wish you'd credit me with a little
intelitgence!

: onsh:ifa

CRAWL » CREEP

CREEP

CREEP IN, also CREEP INTO —

1 creep in, creep into sth: if a feeling
creeps in or into something. you
gradually begin to feel or notice it

= Doubt started creeping into ker
mind, Maybe he was lying?» A note of
bitterness crept into his voice.

2 creep in, creep Into sth: if something
bad creeps in or into something, it
appears there even though people
niave tried to prevent e A faw
spelling mistakes always creep into
every book.

CREEP OUT —

creep sb out, creep out sb: to make
someone feel nervous and slightly
frightened » The movie has a dark
side that may creep out younger kids.
CREEP OVER —

© creep over sb: if an unpleasant feeling

creeps over you, you gradually begin
to feel it » A feefing that something
waos terribly wrong crept over me.
CREEP TO , als0 CREEP UP TO

© creep {up) to sb: Lo pretend to like

sameone, especially someone in

: authority, 5o that you can get an

advantage for yourself » Nige! makes
me sick - he’s afways creeping up to
the lab manager.

CREEP UP ON

1Creep up

feeling or
condition
cregps up an
¥Ou, you
experience it
gradually, so
that you da
not notice it at first » Old age is
creeping up on me. & Fatigue creeps

i up on you when you're stressed at

work,



CROP » CROWD

2 creep up on sb: if a time or event
£reeps up on you, it seems to happen
sooner than you expected » The end
of term seemed to creep up on us.
CREEP UP TO 5€€ CREEP TO

CROP

CROP UP —

1 crop up: if something, especially a
problem, crops up, it happens

® Please let me know if anything crops
up while 'm away. » He's had to go
back to the office - apparently
something’s cropped up.

2 crop up: if a name or subject crops
up, you hear it being talked about or
discussed » Your name kept cropping
up in conversation.

CROSS
CROS5 OFF —
cross off sth/ sb, cross sth/ sb off,
cross sth/ sh off sth: to remove a word
of someone’s name from a list by
drawing a line through it » fane said
she won't be able to come, so 've
crossed her off.
CROSS OUT —
cross out sth, cross sth out: to draw a
line through something that you have
written, usually because it is wrong
* She crossed out the ward "Miss’ and
wrote '0r' instead.
crassings-out pi N words that have
heen crossed out » His essay was
full of crossings-out.
CROSS OVER
1 Cross over, cross over sth: o go to
the other side of samething » Eactr
year thousands of illegal immigrants
cross over the border. » We crossed
over the bridge and followed the path
along the bank.
2 cross over, cross over sth: to walk
from one side of a road to the other
» Make sure you look both ways
before you cross over.
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3 cross over: 10 start suppaorting a
persan or group that you opposed
before » Churchill used to be a Liberal
before he crossed over to the
Conservaiive Party

4 cross over: to start doing a different
kind of activity fram the one you did
before » He crossed over from comedy
ta serious acting.

CROWD
CROWD
AROUND,
alsa CrowD
ROUND -+
crowd
around/
round, crowd
around/
round sby sth: to form a crowd around
someone or something & Everybody
crowded around ta have o look at the
baby. » Hundreds of people crowded
round the stage door, waiting for the
stars to appear.

CROWD IN, @S0 CROWD INTO —
crowd in, crowd into sth, crowd sb
inta sth: to go into a place in large
numbers so that it is very full, or to
make people do this » The doors
opened, and everyone crowded in.
CROWD IN ON, alS0 CROWD IN
UPON —

crowd in on/upon sb: if a lot of
thoughts or feelings crowd in on you,
you cannot stop thinking about them
» Alvin tried to shut his mind against
the fears that kept crowding in on him.
CROWD INTO 5€e CROWD IN

CROWD OUT —

crowd out sth/ sb, crowd sth/ sb out:
10 be so big or successful that another
group, company, or arganization
cannot succeed or exist at the same
time » Bigger software firms are
crowding out smofler businesses.
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CROWD ROUND se€ CROWD
AROUND —

CRUMBLE

CRUMBLE AWAY —

1 crumble away: to gradually break
Inlo small pieces and disappear » The
tastle walls were stowly crumbling
iway

 crumble away: to gradually become
woak and disappear, especially after
belng very strong » The Roman Empire
crumbled away over a period of about
Iwa centuries.

CRUSH

CRUSH up —

©rush up: if people crush up, they
move very close ta each other because
there is not much space b We can fit
#veryone into my car if vou don't mind
crushing up.

CRY
CRY OFF —
ry off, cry off sth: to decide not to do
something that you have agreed or
arranged to do » Josh cried off the trip
to town, saying he had o headache.
CRY OUT AGAINST
€ry out agalnst sth: to complain o1
protest strongly about something
¥ People have been ciying out against
the use of chemicais on farm crops for
years.
outcry v when a lot of people
complain or protest strongly about
womething. + against/ over » There
was a public outcry over the decision
to raise fnterest rates again,
CRY OUT FOR —
b crying out for sth/sb: 1o need
something or someone very urgently
» Small businesses are crying out for
skited workers. b Qur criminal justice
system is cryfng out for change.

CRUMBLE » CURSE

CUDDLE

CUDDLE UP —

cuddle up: to sit or lie very close to
someone and put your arms around
them » Why don't we just cuddie up
on the sofe and watch TV?

CULL

CULL FROM —

cull sth from sth: to choose or collect
things from various different places

» a collection of songs culled from five
of the group’s albums
CULMINATE

CULMINATE IN —+

culminate in sth: if a series of events
culminates in something happening, it
gradually leads towards L and ends
with it » A series of clashes eventually
culminated in a full-scale war.

CURL
CURLUP —
1 curl up: to
lie or sit with
your legs and
arms bent
towards your
stomach

» "I like this
music,” said Rosie, curling up beside
Hal on the sofa. be curled up » Mum
was curled up with a book in front of
the fire.

2 curl up: if something flat curls up, its
edges start to become curved and
point upwards & The photograph was
starting to curl up at the edges.

CURSE

CURSE OUT —+

curse sb out: to shout at someane,
saying rude wards, because you are
angry with them » He used to curse
his workers out for the slightest thing.




CUSS » CUT

BE CURSED WITH

be cursed with sth: to have a
particular problem or disadvantage

» Rowan wos one of those people who
Seent te be cursed with bad luck,

Cuss

CUSS OUT

cuss sb out, cuss out sb: to shout at
someqne, saying rude words, because
you are angry with them » I'm not
going to tell you what heppened if you
keep cussing me auti

cuT

CUT ACROSS »

1 cut across sth: to go across an area

of land instead of going around it,

because it is the shortest way » {f anly

takes ten minutes to get to the village

if you cut across the field.,

2 cut across sth: to aifect or concern

several different groups of people in

the same way » The drug problem

cuts across all socfal clusses.

CUT BACK

cut back, cut back sth, cut sth back: to

reduce the amount of money that you

spend, at the anauat af something

that you use » During the recession @

lot of businesses had to cut back.

» Since the children were born, we've

had ta reafly cut back our spending.
cutback v a reduction in something,
especially the amount of money you
spend » 2,000 jobs will be lost
because of civil service cutbacks,
+in» a cutback in defence
spending

CUT DOWN

1 cut down sth, cut sth down, cut

down: 1o reduce the amount, number,

or size of something » Could you try

and cut down the amount of time you

spend on the phone? +an b If we

want to cut down on crime, we need to

spend more on law enforcement

: 2 cut down:

to eat, drink, or
smoke less of

something thal
is bad for you. L b

+aon b You
need ro cut *
down on fatty d

foods if you want to lose weight,

3 cut down sth, cut sth down: to
remove a tree by cutting it near its
base sa that it falls to the ground

» Several trees had to be cut down
before the butlding work could start.
4 cut down sb, cut sb down: to kill or

i seriously injure somecne with a

weapon, especially a gun » One of the
protesters was cuf down by a police
bullet.

CUTIN +

1 cut In: to interrupt someone by
saying something » "Actuafly, " Mark
cut in, “thot's not quite true.”

2 cut in: if a machine cuts in, it starts
fo operate when it is needed » The fan
will automatically cut in if the engine
gets too hot.

3 cut In: to move in ahead of the
people or cars in a queue, when it Is
nol your turn = A blue spors cor cut in
tight in frant of me.

CUT INTO —

1 cut into sth: to push a knife or a
similar tool into something in order to
make a cut in it » She fook the knife
and salemnfy cut into the cake.

2 cut into sth: to use up a lot of time,
maoney, ete 5o that you have less of it
available » Simon was working o 7o
hour week, which obviously cut fnta
his social fife.

3 cut into sth/sh: if something such as
arope cuts into someone’s skin, it is
so tight that it cuts the skin » The
ropes began to cut into her flesh as

i she struggled to get free.

n

CUT OFF —

4 cut off sth, cut sth off: to stop a
aupply of something from getting to a
place b Ifthere s an earthquake, the
wlectrical supply will be cut off
dutomatically, » The president
threatened to cut off economic aid to
South Africa.

 be cut off: to very difficult to get to,
for example because of being a long
wty from anywhere else » Some
villages and farms were cut off by
snow for two weeks.

3 be cut off: to not be able to or
allowed to communicate with other
people. + from » Prisoners were left
alone for weeks, cut off from afl
contact.

4 cut sb off, cut off sb: to stop
communicating with someone or
having a friendly relationship with
them » june came from a religious
Protestant family, who cut her off
when she married a Catholic.

§ cut off sb, cut sb off: to be unable 1o
finish a telephone conversation
because the connection is suddenly
biraken, » My maney can out and { was
cut off.

@ cut sb off: to suddenly drive in front
of a moving car in a dangerous way

® When a careless driver curs you off,
get his licence plate number.

€Ut OUT

1 cut out sth, cut sth out: to stop
wating, drinking, smoking etc
something, especially in order to
improve your health » [ wish I'd cut
oul cigarettes years ago.

a cut it out! afso cut that out!: used to
tell someone to stop doing something
because it is annoying you » “Cut it
out!" Brady yelled as the other guys
began throwing his boaks around the
oom.

3 not be cut out for sth: to not have

cut

the qualities that you need for a
particular job or activity, not be cut out
to do sth » fim soon realized that he
wasn't cut out to be a policeman.

4 cut out sth, cut sth out: to remove
part of a book, film, speech etc. + of

» A number of scenes had been cut
out of the original movie.

5 cut sb out: to stop someone from
taking part in something, or from
having a share of something. + of » fn
a sudden temper, Joss cut me out of
the deal. cut sb out of your will
(=legally say that they will not receive
anything from you after you diel = The
old man had threatened many times to
cut her out of tis will.

6 cut out sth/ sb, cut sthy sb out: to
make parl of a process unnecessary

» Intermet banking cos cut out the
need to visit your bank. cut out the
middleman (=deal directly with
someone, 5o that you do not have to
pay someone else to do it) = All our
goods come straight from the factory,
s0 we can cuf out the middieman.

7 cut out: if an engine or machine cuts
out, it suddenly stops working

w Finally the engitte cut out oltogether.
8 cut out: 10 leave suddenly » Bob cut
out right after the movie.

CUT THROUGH —

1 cut through sth: to go through a
place instead of going around ite if
was still light, so we decided to cut
through the forest.

2 cut through sth: to find a way of
dealing with something more guickly
w Smith cut through a lot of
bureaucracy to get the children out of
the country quickly.

3 cut through sth: if a road, path, or
river cuts through an area, it passes
through it » The road cuts through
some fﬂﬂ‘[ﬂ!(#{ scenery.



cuT

cuTup —»

1 cut up sth,
cut sthup: to
cut something
inte small
pieces » Daa
was in the
garden,
cutting wood
up for the fire.
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2 be cut up: to be very upset about
something that has happened.

+ about = When Frederick’s father
died last year, he was really cut up
about it

3 cut up: if a class of students cuts
up, the students behave badly» By
3:00 00 Friday, even the best class
cuts up.
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Dd

DABBLE

DABBLE IN

dabble in sth: to get involved in
something that inlerests you, but not
In a very serious way b He becaitte o
wealthy man, bought a big house and
dabbled in politics.

DAM

DAM UP —

dam up sth, dam sth up: to stop the
water from flowing away in a river,
atream etc, espedially by building a
wall across it » The river hos been
dammed up fo form a series of
lakes.

DAMP/DAMPEN

DAMP DOWN, alS0 DAMPEN

DOWN —

damp/ dampen dawn sth, damp/
dampen sth down: to try to prevent
something from increasing further

» Tax increases were a way of
tempararily damping down consumer
spending.
DASH
DASH OFF —
1 dash off:

to leave or go
nomewhere
very quickly
» He dashed
off before i =
had a chance =
to thank him,

2 dash off A
sth, dash sth

off: 1o write or draw something very
quickly » Lilly dashed off a note and
Ieft it on the table.

e

DABBLE » DEAL

DATE

DATE BACK —

date back: to have existed since a
particular time in the past » a tradition
which dates back well over a thousand
years. + to » Parts of the castle date
back to the fifteenth century.

DAWN

DAWN ON, /S0 DAWN UPON —
dawn on/ upon sh: if something
dawns on you, you begin to realize it
» It suddenty dewned on Steve that be
was talking to the headmistress
herself. » The size of the task jn front
of us was slowly dawning on tme.

DEAL

DEALIN +

1 deal in sth: to buy and sell a
particular type of thing » My father
used to deal in stamps, medals and
coins. » Penalties for dealing in ifegal
drugs ave Strict.

2 deal in sth: to have particular aims,
methods, or interests b Kirov dealt in
geiting results end it didn’t matter
how he got them.

3 deal sb in: to give someone cards so
thar they can play in a game = Shall

i deal you in, Mick?

4 deal me in: used to say that you
want to be included in something » #f
you can find a way of making money
from it, deal me in!

DEAL OUT —
1deal out
sth, deal sth
out: to give
playing cards
1o each of the
players in a
game & The
girl opposite
Kael began
dealing out
the cards.




DEBAR » DEDICATE

2 deal out sth, deal sth out: to punish
someone in a particular way » The
punishments deait out to the rioters
were extremely harsh.

DEAL WITH —

1 deal with sth: to take action to salve
a problem or make sure that
something is done properly » Who is
dealing with the accommodation
atrangements for the conference?

> We're sHifl trying to deal with alf the
replies we had to our advertisement.
2 deal with sth: to be about 2
particular subject » His books all deo!
with the evenis leading up to the war.
3 deal with sh/sth: to do business
with or discuss something important
with someone b We've dealt with that
particutar company for many years.

4 deal with sb: to meet or talk to
someone as part of your work » As a
lawyer, | deal with hundieds of people
every year.

5 deal with sth: to succeed in facing a
difficuit situation » Simon’s still
struggling to deal with his divorce.

6 deal with sb: to punish someone in
a particular way » Suspected terrorists
ave severely dealt with by the courts.

DEBAR

DEBAR FROM *

debar sb from: to officially prevent
someone from taking part in
something & Terrorist groups were
debarred from participation in the
tatks,

DECIDE

DECIDE AGAINST —

decide against sth/sb: to decide not
to do or choose something or
sumeone b Many engineering
students eventually decide ngainst a
career in engineering, v The
committee decided against me, and
appointed @ much younger man.
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i DECIDE ON, {50 DECIDE UPON —
: decide on/upon sth/sb: to choose
i something or somecne after thinking

aboul it » Have you decided on a date
for your wedding yet?

DECK

DECK OUT —

1deck out sb, deck sb out: to put on
special clothes for a particular
occasion. + in & Everyone was decked
out in their best Sunday clothes.

2 deck out sth, deck sth out: to
decarate something with flags,
flawers, bright colours ete. + with

» All the ships were decked out with

i flags and coloured lighits,

DECLARE

DECLARE AGAINST —

declare against sb/ sth: 1o state
publicly that you do not agree with or
support someone or something

» Austrio and Russia were ready to
take action, but Serbia declared
agamst it.

DEDICATE

DEDICATE TO —

1 dedicate sth to sb: to say that a
boak, film, song etc has been written
or made in order to express love or
respect for a particular person » This
book is dedicated to my children,
farie, Layrie and jo.

2 dedicate sth to sb: to give a building
a particular person's name in order to
show respect for them » The church s
dedicared to St Nicholos and dates
from 1125,

3 dedicate yourself to (doing) sth also
dedicate your life to (dolng) sth: to
give a lot of your time and effort to
something or someone » When Rosie
became i, he dedicated himseif to
caring for her.

4 be dedicated to sth: to be intended
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for one particular purpose » The
research centre is dedicated (o space
biology.

DEFER

DEFERTO —

defer to sb/ sth: to accept what
aomeone else decides, even if you
disagree with it » My father deferred
to my mother on all the important
matters.

DEGENERATE

DEGENERATE INTO -+

degenerate inta sth: to become more
and more confused, violent,
unpleasant etc ¥ The march quickly
degenerated into violence.

DELIGHT

DELIGHT IN —

dellght In sth: to get a lot of pleasure
from something, often something that
other people disapprove of. delight in
dolng sth» He was ar unpleasant boy
who delighted in teasing younger
children.

DELIVER

DELIVER ON —

dellver on a promise/ agreement etc:
{0 do something that you promised or
agreed to do » Ministers have faited to
deliver on promises made at the last
election.

DELIVER UP, 0fS0 DELIVER OVER —
dellver up/over sthf sb, deliver sth/
uh up/ over: to give something or
someone to a person in authority

® All relevant documents must be
ilelivered up to the court.

DELVE

DILVE INTO —

delve into sth: to try Lo find mare
detailed information about something
» | ypent some time delving into the
history of the area.

DEFER » DERIVE

DEPART

DEPART FROM —

depart fram sth: to do somethingina
way that is different from the usual or
expected way » (1 the 1970s, 0 fot of
schools departed from traditional
educational practices.

DEPEND

DEPEND ON, afs0 DEPEND UPON —
1 depend on/ upon sth/sb: to need
samething or someone’s help in order
o be able to do something » | bought
a bike so { ditin't have to depend oi my
car all the time. + for » Most of these
birds depend upon insects for food.

2 depend on/upon sth/sb: to be
influenced or changed according to
something else that happens » The
park closes between 5 and 7 pm,
depending on the time of yeat. it
depends on sthe /'m not sure what
time we'll arrive. it depends on the
traffic.

3 can depend an sh/sth: to be able to
trust someone and feel confident that
they will help you or do what yeu want
» You can depend on fane — she’s
always ready to help.

DEPRIVE

DEPRIVE OF —

deprive sb/ sth of sth: to prevent
someone or something from having
something that they need or want
» Alot of these chifdren have been
deprived of a normal home life.

» A large seclion of the population
was deprived of the right to vote.

DERIVE

DERIVE FROM  »

1 derive sth from sth: to get
satisfaction, pleasure, or an advaniage
from something = It's o demanding
job, but he derives a lot of setisfaction
from it



DESCEND » DEVOTE

2 derive from aiso be derived from: to
develop or come from something else
» A lot of the words in English are
derived from Latin.

DESCEND

DESCEND FROM —

be descended from sb: to be related
to someane who lived in the past » My
mother claims she’s descended from
Abraham Lincoln.

DESCEND INTO —

descend into sth: to gradually become
mare and mare confused, violent,
disorganized etc » There is a danger
that the couniry will descend into
further violence and poverty.
DESCEND ON, al50 DESCEND

UPON —

descend on/ upon sb/sth: to visit a
person or place, often without being
invited v The whole family usually
descends orr me at Christnras,

» Thousands of foatball fans
descended on the town,

DESCEND TO *

descend to sth: to behave in an
immoral, dishonest, or unacceptable
way, when you do not usually behave
like this » We were so hungry we even
descended to taking animal feed from
farm sheds.

DESCEND UPON See DESCEND ON

DESPAIR

DESPAIR OF ~

1 despair of sth: Lo fee| thal there is
no hope that something will ever
happen ar improve & { really despair of
public transport in this countey!
despair of doing sth » Months
passed, and | began to despair of ever
seeing her again,

2 despair of sh: to feel that there is no
hope that someone will ever be
successful or do what you think they
should do » “You'e not even irying at
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schiooll” my father said. " despair of
youl™

DETRACT

DETRACT FROM  +

detract from sth: to make something
seem less good ot valuable v The
other team certainly played badly, but
we shouldn't let that detract from our
victony.

DEVIATE

DEVIATE FROM ~

deviate from sth: to do something
differently from the way that was
planned or the way in which it is
usually done » The Chancetior did not
deviate from the original text of Ris
speech,

DEVOLVE

DEVOLVE ON, aiS0 DEVOLVE

UPON —

devalve sth on/ upon sh, devalve on/
upon sh: if power or responsibility
devolves on a person, group, or
organization, or you devalve it on
them, it is given to them » With the
collapse of central government, power

} devolved on the regional leaders.

DEVOTE

DEVOTE TO —+

1 devote sth to sth: to put a lol of time
and work into something = He worked
nights i urder to have more time to
devote (o his music. devate yourself
to (daing) sth » For twenty years
Sutchbury devoted himself to the
Socialist cause,

2 devote sth to sth: to give money,
space, or attention to a particular
activity or subject » Every US
newspaper devotes a lot of space to
weather forecasts.

3 be devoted to sbfsth: to love
someone a lot, and give a lot of your
time to them & Mr Summerfieid was
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described as a shy man, who was
devoted to his family.

DIAL
DIAL IN, Gl50 DIAL INTO +
dial in, dial into sth: to connect one
computer ta athets by using a madem
® People warking at hame can dial in
over a modem, and get access to thefr
files,
dial-in a0 a dial-in service, system
etc connects one computer to others
by using a modem = Comcast plans
to set up a dial-in service.
DIAL OUT +
dlal eut: to phone someane who is not
In the same bullding as you = If you
want to dial out, press nine and then
dlal the number.

DIDDLE

DIDDLE ARQUND —

diddle around: to waste time and not
Iry hard to succeed » Somuel mostly
tiddled around in college, getting by
With the lowest pass grades.

DIDOLE WITH —

1 diddle with sth: to play with
something by making small
movements with your hands » Rutfi
was sitting in an easy chair, diddling
with a small flag.

# diddle with sth: to make small
thanges ta something which are
Intended to improve it but do not

® The President ond Congress keep
dlddling with the national debt.

DIE

DIE AWAY —

die away: to gradually become weaker
and then stop » The sound of
footsteps eventually died away.

DIE BACK —

dle back: If a plant dies back, its
leaves and flowers die, but its roots
are sAill alive » Cold weather causes

DIAL » DIG

the plants to die bock, but they will
usually returnt in the spring.

DIE DOWN

die down: if something such as noise,
excitement, or fighting dies down, it
gradually gets less until it stops
completely b forester looked around
the room, waiting for the loughter to
die dowr.

BE DYING FOR

be dying for sth: to want or need
something very much = I'm dying for @
cup of tea.

DIE OFF *

* die off: if a group of people or animals
: die off, they die over a period of time

until none of them are left » Most of
the older generation had died off, aind
the young people had moved (o the
tawns.

DIE OUT —

1 die out: to gradually decrease in
numbers and then stop existing

= Moty wild plants and animals are in
danger of dying out

2 die out: if a custom, tradition, or
skill dies out, peaple stop doing it or
using it ® Buring this century, @ lot of
the old country crafts have died ow.

DIG
DIGIN —
1 dig your heels in ofso dig In your

: heels: to refuse to do something in

spite of other people’s efforts to
persuade you » When we tried to
argue about the price, he dug his

: heels in,
i z2digin: if soldiers dig in, they dig
: deep holes that they can go into for

protection » The German army was
dug fn along a ten-mile front,

3 dig in sth, dig sthin: to push
something sharp into a surface or into
part of sameone's body » She reached
for his hand and dug in her long noils,



DIN » DINE

4 dig inl: used to tell people ta start
eating their food & Dig ini There'’s
plenty for everyone.

DIG INTO

adig inta sth: to put your hand into
something such as a pocket or bag in
arder to try to find something » Mrs
Bennet dug into her purse and handed
the girt a few coins,

2 diginto sth: ta use part of a supply
of something, especially money, that
you had intended 1o keep» We've had
to dig into our savings to pay off the
debr.

3 dig into sth: ta try to find out more
information about something » As
detectives dug deeper info her secret
life, they discovered some surprising
facts.

4 dig into sth, dig sthinto sth: to
press or be pressed painfully against
part of someone’s body » The straps
of my rucksack were digging into my
shoulder.

5 dig into sth: to start eating food

» He saf down at the table and dug
into a plate of steaming pasta.

DIG OUT -+

1dig out sth, dig sth out: to search
for and find something that you have
not seen for a long time » Dig out
your old doncing shoes and jain in
the fun,

z dig out sth, dig sth out: to look for
and find information, especially
information that is difficult to find » !
took the opportunity to dig out a few
facts and figures about the island.
DIG QUT OF —

dig sth out of trouble also dig sth out
of a mess elc: to succeed in helping
an organization, country etc which is
failing or in a bad situation » They
decided that fie wos just the night man
to dig the company out of troubie.

¢ hidden or
: forgotten
¢ information

DIG OVER

dig over sth, dlg sth over. to diga
piece of ground and break up the sail,
before planting things in il » Dig over
the flowerbeds and remove any
weeds_

oIG UP

1dig up sth, dig sth up: to dig holes in
the ground » Con your believe it -
they're digging up the road again!

2 dig up sth, dig sth up: to dig and

o emove someihing fiom the ground
: = Ancient Roman lreasure has beern

dug up in a field in Suffoik.
3 dig up sth,
dig sthup: to
discover

by searching
carefully

» When you become famous, the press
dig up everything they can about your
past. dig up (the) dirt on sb (=try to
discover something bad or illegal that
sameane has done in the past) » They

. searched through confidential files to
: dig up dirt on the new candidate.
i 4 dig up sth, dig sth up: to search for

and find something that you have not
seen for a long time » | know I've got
the book somewhere at home — 'l see
if { can dig it up for you

DIN

DIN INTO +

din sth into sh: to make sameone
learn or believe something by

: repeating it to them many times
£ w Respect for our elders was dinned

into us at school,

DINE
DINE OFF, afSO DINE ON —

i dine offf on sth: to eal a particular
i kind of food for dinner, especially
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expensive food » We dined on lobster
ond strawberries at the Ritz Hotel.
DINE OUT —

dine out: to eat dinner in a restaurant
» Dine out in style in this grand
Victarian mansion,

DINE QUT ON —

dine out on sth: to often tell a story
about something special that
happened to you, in order to impress
people » Bessie once met the Dalai
Lame and has dined out on it ever
since.

DINK

DINK AROUND —+

dink around: to waste time, especially
by doing small, unimportant jobs
slowly » Quit dinking around and get
to work!

DIP

DIP INTO -

1 dip inte sth: to use part of an
amount of money that you had
Intended to keep » She’s had to dip
into her savings to pay the medical
blils.

2 dlp into sth: to read short parts of a
book, magazine etc, without reading
the whole thing » 1t's the kind of book
you can dip into now and agoin.

DISABUSE

DISABUSE OF —

dlsabuse sb of sth: to persuade
#omeone that something they believe
|8 untrue » My tutor soon disabused
me of the idea that I could make it as
a writer.

DISAGREE

DISAGREE WITH

disagree with sb: if samething,
aspecially a type of food, disagrees
with you, it makes you feel > i mever
val seafood — it disagrees with me.

DINK » DISPENSE

: DISAPPROVE
i DISAPPROVE OF *

disapprove of sth/ sb: ta think that
something or someone is bad, wrong,
or unsuitable  Sophie’s parents
disapproved of her new boyfriend.

DISASSOCIATE see
DISSOCIATE

DISH

DISH OUT —

1 dish out sth, dish sth out: to give
something lo each person in a group
w They want me to dish ot presents
at the kids® Christmas party.

2 dish out sth, dish sth out: to serve
food to people by putting it onto their
plates & jo, would you dish aut the ice
cream?

3 dish out sth, dish sth out: to give
people advice or criticism without
thinking about it carefully enough

» These lawyers moke a fortune
dishing out expensive advice to
clients,

DISH UP —
1 dish up sth,
dish sth up,
dish up: to
put food onto
plates so that
it is ready to
eat » Can you
dish up the
vegetables?
They're on the
sideboard,

2 dish up sth, dish sth up: to produce
something for someone without much
care of effort = Throughout the
summei, TV channels have been
dishing up a diet of old movies.

DISPENSE

: DISPENSE WITH —

dispense with sth/sb: to stop using



DISPOSE » DIVIDE

something or someone that you would
narmally use, especially because you
no longer need them » Some
companies hove dispensed with
middle managers oliagether.

DISPOSE

DISPOSE OF -+

1 dispose of sth: to get rid of
something, especially something that
is difficult 1o get rid of = He had
disposed of his victim's bady by
burying it fit the woods.

2 dispose of sth: 1o sell something
that is waorth a lot of money » The
government wanted to dispose of its
shares in the state raif network.

3 dispose of sh: to defeal an
opponent * Having disposed of
Rovers, United went on to beat
Rangers i the final,

4 dispose of sb: Lo kill someone or
arrange for them (o be killed » The
secret police disposed of all anti-
government ogitators,

DISSOCIATE

DISSOCIATE FROM —

dissociate yourself fiom sbf sth: 1o
show that you do nat agree with or
approve of sameoneg, so that you
avoid being criticized for something
they do & The organisers of the
protest were quick to dissociate
themselves from the violence that
followed.

DISSOLVE

DISSOLVE INTO »

dissolve into tears/ laughter: to lose
control of yourself and start to cry ar
laugh » She suddenty dissolved into
floods of tears.

DISTANCE

DISTANCE YOURSELF FROM —

distance yourself from sbfsth: to say
that you are not involved with

: shop when {
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somenne or something » The Prime
Mirister was careful to distance
himself from the MP's outspoken
remarks.

DIVE
DIVE IN
dive in: to start doing something very
eagerly » Think carefully about what
sort of computer you warnt, before
diving in and Buying one.

DIVE INTO —

1 dive into sth: to start doing an
activity very eagerly » Williums dived
into the election campaign with
tremendous enthusiasm.

2 dive into =]
sth: ta go TSR
into a place
very quickly
and suddenly
» | dived into
the nearest

saw him
approach.

DIVEST

i DIVEST OF —

1 divest yourself of sth: 1o get rid of
something that you own » The
Corporation has already divested fself
of properties worth over £3 million,

2 divest sb of sth: to take away
someone's power, wealth, or rights

+ On 8 March 1198, the Cologne
assembiy divested King Philip of his
title.

DIVIDE

DIVIDEBY

divide sth by sth: to calculate how
many times a smaller number fits into
a larger one & Divide 21 by 3.

DIVIDE OFF —
divide off sth, divide sth off: to
separate part of a room or area from
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the rest of it » A wooden fence divides
off the western side of the garden.
DIVIDE UP —

1 divide up

sth, divide q
sthup,

divide up:

10 separate
something,

or become separated, into smaller
parts or groups = Divide up the time
you spend on each question equally.
# Into > The frog's eqg divides up into
fwo separate celis.

2 divide up sth, divide sth up: to
separate something into parts and
share them between two or more
people. + between/among » The
money is to be divided up equally
between her twa sons.

DIVORCE

DIVORCE FROM —

1 be diverced from sih: to be
completely separated from semething
» With our air-conditioned lifestyles,
we have become completely divorced
Jrom the natural world.

& divorce sth from sth: 10 separate
Iwo ideas, subjects, or things
completely » Gandhi asserted that it
was Impossible to divarce morality
from refigion.

DIVVY

PIvvy Up —

divwy up sth, divvy sth up: to divide
something and share it among two or
more people or groups » When we've
finished collecting, we'll divey up the
profits betweern us.

Do

DO ABOUT —

do sth about sth: to do something in
order to solve a problem or improve a
bad sltuation » | really don't know

DIVORCE » DO

what ta do about my weight - it just
keeps going up and up. do
something/ nothing etc about sth

» it's time they did something about
the traffic in London.

DO AWAY WITH —

1 do away with sth: to get rid of
something or stop using something

» The government has done away with
free eyes tests for everyone.

2 do away with sb: to murder someane
» My father joked that perhaps Ben's
wife had done away with him.

00 DOWN —

do sb down: to criticize someane
unfairly. do yourself down (=criticize
yourself because you lack confidence)
» Don't do vourself down! You look
lovely.

OO FOR —

be done for: to be in serious trouble
» if we get caught, we're done for.

DO IN —*

1do sh In: to make someane

H extremely tired » All that runniiig

around has completely done me in,
be done In & 1'm going to bed —I'm

5 donein,

2 da sb in: to murder someone or
attack them so that they are badly
hurt & [ reckan her husband did her in,
DO OUT —

do out sth, da sth out: to make a room
look nice by decorating it » The
kitchen's been done out reolly nicely.
DO OUT OF —

do sb out of sth: to cheat someone by
nat giving them maney that they are
owed » The way | see it, they've done
me out of three weeks' wages.

DO OVER —

1 be done over: if someane’s house is
done over, thieves get into it and steal
things from it & Did you know Mark's
flot has been done over again?

D



DOLE »> DOPE

2 do sb over: to attack and injure
someaone » f you don't pay up, he'll
send his mates round to do you over.
3 dao over sth, do sth over: ta decorate
4 room or house lo make it more
atlractive » We really should do the
bathroom over - it's looking very
shabby.

poup —

1.do up sth, do sth up: to fasten
clothes, shoes etc » “i'm cold," "Wel!
why don’t you do up your coat?”

2 do up sth, do sth up: to repair or
decorate an old car or building » They
bought an old house which they're
doing up themselves.

3 do yourself up: to put on nice
clothes, and make yourself look
attractive » Sue spent hours doing
herself up for her date.

DO WITH —

1 have something to do with sth afso
be something to do with sth: 10 be
connected with something in some
way » [ don't know much ebout his
fob, but | think it's something ta do
with banking. » | know she's been
married before, but what's that got ta
do with it?

2 it's got nathing to do with you a/so
what's it got to do with you?: used to
tell sameone that they should not ask
aboul something because it is private
w Yes, | have a boyfriend - but what's
it got to do with pou?

3 could do with sby sth: to need or
want sameone or something » | could
do with a drink. » I could have done
with some help this morming,

4 what do you do with yourself?: used
to ask someone what they spend their
time dolng » Whot are you going to do
with yourself this weekend?
5 what has sb done with sth?: used to
ask where sameone has put
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i something » What have you done with
i the paper?

& what is sb doing with sth?; used to
ask why someone has something
when it does not belong to them

» What are you dofng with my diary?
7 what shall we do with sth/sh?: used
to ask what arrangements should be
made for something or someane

» What shall we do with the kids while
yotr're working?

DO WITHOUT —

1 do without, do without sh/ sth: to
manage without socmeone or
something » { can't afford a car, so
quess Il just hove to do without.

2 | can/ could do without sth;: used to
say that something is annoying you

or causing problems for you » { could
do without all this hasste at the

i moment.

DOLE

DOLE QUT

dole aut sth, dole sth eut: to give
someone something, especially large

: amounts of money + The federal
i government doles out $58 billion in

studen! grants every yeor,

{ DOLL
i poLLue

doll yourself up: to put on nice
clothes and make yourself look
attractive & The girls were in the
bathroom, doiling themselves up.
DOOM

DOOM TO —

be doomed to failure/ disaster etc: to
be certain to fail, be destrayed ete
» Many marriages are doomed to
failure from the start,

DOPE

BE DOPED UP —

be doped up: to be under the
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Influence of drugs » He was so doped
up he didn't even know what day it
was.

DOSE

DOSE upP —

dose sb up: to give someone a lot of

medicine to make them sleep or feel

better. + with & The nurse dosed him
up with aspivin and sent him to bed.

DOSS

DOSS ABOUT, aiso DOSS

AROUND —

doss about/ around: o spend your
{Ime relaxing and doing nothing » We
Just dassed around all day on
Saturday.

DOSS DOWN

doss down: Lo sleep somewhere such
a8 the floor because there is no bed
avallable » Harry has been dassing
down on a friend’s floar for the past
Iwo weeks.

poT

WE DOTTED ABOUT,

al50 BE DOTTED AROUND —

ba dotted about/around: if things are
dotted around an area, they are in
different parts of it » Aside from o few
houses doited about the hillside, the
areo was deserted.

DOT WITH —

1 ba dotted with sth: to have several
of something in different parts of an
aren » Pike Street is dotted with cozy
cofes and unique shops.

 dot sth with sth: to put a small
amount of something in several places
on a surface » Dot the vegelables with
butter and add salt.

DOTE

DOTE ON, also DOTE UPON

dote on/upon sb; to love someone
very much v Leonard Stein was a hord:

DOSE » DOVETAIL

. working man who doted on his wife

and children,

DOUBLE
DOUBLE AS ~

double as sth: to have a second use,

job, or purpose » The living room

: doubles as a guest bedroom. » Many

years ago, the old church also doubied

< gsthe town hall.

DOUBLE BACK —

. double back: ta turn around and go

back in the direction you have just

. come from » The driver doubled back
i and headed for Howard Bay.

DOUBLE OVER —

double aver: to suddenly bend your
body forward, for example because
you are in a lot of pain or laughing a
lot » Nathan doubled over in pain and
was rushed fa the hospital,

DOUBLE UP

1 dauble up: Lo suddenly bend your
body forward, for example because
you are in a lol of pain or laughing a
lot = Emitio doubled up, clutching his
stomach.

2 double up: to share something with

i another person » | don't have enough

| books for everyone, so some of you

i may have to double up. + with» Sean
has to double up with Janey whenever

we need to use his bedroom for
guesls.

DOUBLE UP AS —

double up as sth: to have a second
use, job, or purpose » Can this sofo
double up as a bed?

DOVETAIL

| DOVETAIL WITH —

dovetail with sth, dovetail sth with
sth: to fit together or be able to be
done together easily » Her working
hours dovetailed perfectly with her

family responsibilities.



DOZE » DRAIN

DOZE
DOZE OFF —
doze off: 1o
fall asleep,
usually for a
short time,
when you did
not intend to
»I'm sorry; |
must have
dozed off for a minute.

DRAFT

DRAFT IN —+

be drafted in: to be asked or ordered
ta work in a place where you do not
normally work = Extra staff were
drafted in to deal with the Christmas
rush.

DRAG

DRAG AWAY +

drag sb away: to make socmeone stop
doing something that they are
extremely interested in» Nothing can
drag fim awoy from his sports
programmes on TV,

DRAG DOWN -+

1 drag sb down, drag down sb: to
make someone feel unhappy, weak
and tired » All the stress ot work is
really dragging her down.

2 drag sth down, drag down sth: to
make the price, level, or quality of
something go down & The threat of
job cuts is dragging down workers®
performance.

3 drag down sb sth, drag sb/sth
down: to put someone ot something
else in the same bad situation that
you are in = A recession in Germany
could drag down the rest of Europe.
4 drag sb down, drag down sh: to
make another person start behaving
as badly as you behave » 'm affaid
some of the kids at school are
dragging our daugfiter down.
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DRAG IN, 3i50 DRAG NTO

i drag sb inta sth, drag sh in, drag in
: sb: to get someone involved in a
situation that they do nat want (o be

involved in » Western leaders fear that
other countries will be dragged into
ihe war.

2 drag s/ sth in, drag sb/ sth inta sth:
to mention sumeone or something in a
discussion or argument, even though
they are not connected with the
situation = Don't drag my past inte
this — it has nothing to do with it
DRAG OFF —

drag sb off: 10 take someone away
somewhere, using force. + to » The
protestors were dragged off to the
nearest pafice station

DRAG ON —

drag on: to continue for far too long

¥ An expensive court battle could drag
on for years,

DRAG QUT —

1 drag out sth, drag sth out, drag out:
to last longer than is usual or
necessary, or to make something do
this & Neitfier of them wanted to drog
out the divarce for longer than they
hed to,

2 drag sth out: if you drag information
out of someane, you make them tell it
to you, even though they do not want
to. + of » Police finaily dragged o
confession out of him.

DRAG UP —

drag sb/ sth up: to mention someone
or something unpleasant or
embarrassing that happened in the
past » We alf know she had o
breakdawn. There's no need ta drag it
up again.

DRAIN

DRAIN OFF —

drain off sth, drain sth off: to remove
the liquid from something by letting it
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flow away » After cooking the meot,
drain off the excess fat fram the pan.

DRAW

DRAW BACK —*

draw back: to move backwards from
something, especially because you are
nervous or shocked » Dexter drew
back in horror when he saw the body.
DRAW IN —

1 the days draw in also the nights
draw in: if the days or nights are
drawing in, it gets dark earlier in the
gvening » In October the nights start
drawing im.

2 draw In a breath: to breathe in very
deeply » He drew in a sharp breath as
he saw the qun, ond tried to remain
calm,

DRAW IN, @/50 DRAW INTO —

1 draw sb in, draw sbinto sth: to
Involve someone in a situation that
they do not want to be involved in

® As his roommates continued to
argue, Yuri found himself being drawn
In.

# draw sb in, draw sb into sth: to
make someone notice or become
Interested in something » Yaur eye is
drawn Into the picture by the figure in
et foreground.

3 draw in, draw into sth: if a train
draws In, It arrives at a station and
Klops » The train drew into the station
[ve minutes late.

DRAW OFF —

raw off sth, draw sth off: to remove
Nqyuld from somewhere, especially by
uslng a pipe or a tube ¥ Farmers draw
off water from the river and use it for
thelr crops.

DRAW ON —

draw on: if a period of time draws on,
It passes slowly or comes towards its
oitil » Night drew on, and still there
was fo sign of Warren.

DRAW

DRAW ON, 050 DRAW UPON —

1 draw on/upon sth: Lo use part of a
supply of semething, especially money
you have saved » The state drew on
emergency funds ta help victims of the
tomado.

: 2 draw on/upon sth: to use

knowledge, information, or your
personal experiences to help you do
samething » Writers often drow on
their awn experience to create stores

and characters.

DRAW OUT

: 1 draw sb out: to make a shy or

nervous person feel more comfortable
and willing to talk » Margaret had @
way of drawing me out, even in a big
crowd of people.

2 draw out: if the days draw out, it
stays light until later in the evening

» The summer days drew oul, end life
took on a slower pace.

DRAW UP —

1 draw up sth, draw sth up: to prepare
a contract, agreement, list, ot plan

» '} have my lawyer draw up a
contract for you to look over. » We
drew up a list of everyone we thought
might be willing to help.

2 draw up: if a vehicle draws up, it
arrives somewhere and stops » A man
in o hatchback drew up beside her.

3 draw up a chair: to bring a chair
closer to something or someone 50
that you can s/t near them » Mitler
shyly drew up a chair and joined the
men af the poker table.

4 draw yourself up {to your full
helght): to stand up very straight,
especially in a way that shows you are
annoyed or determined » Polly drew
herself up to her full height and said
“This is outrageous!”

DRAW UPON SE€ DRAW ON



DREAM » DRIFT

DREAM

DREAM OF —

sb wouldn't dream of (doing) sth:
used to say that someone would never
do something because they think it is
wrong or stupid » Stan wouldn’t
dream of asking his parents for
money. » You know | didn’t mean fo
hurt you —~ | wouldn't dream of it.
DREAM ON —

dream on!: used to say that you think
that what someane is hoping for will
nol happen » So you think yot're gofng
to win the lottery? Dream on, honey!
DREAM

up

dream up sth,
dream sth up:
to think of a
plan or idea,
especially one
that seems
unusual or
silly

v Whaoever
dreamed up this idea should have
their head examined.

DREDGE

DREDGE UP —

1 dredge up sth, dredge sth up: to talk
about something that happened a
long time ago, especially something
embarrassing or annoying » The
newspapers are always dredging up
storfes about what novie stars did
before they became famous.

2 dredge up sth, dredge sth up: to
remember something with great
difficulty » Robertson tried to dredge
up an inrage of her in his mind.

3 dredge up sth, dredge sth up: to
make yourself feel something, such as
interest or sympathy, when this is not
easy » Vologsky managed to dredge
up some sympathy for the old man
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| DRESS

DRESS DOWN -+

dress down: to wear clothes that are
more informal than you usually wear
» Employees are allowed to dress
down on Fridays.

DRESS UP »

1 dress up: to put on formal clothes or
your best clothes » Bo you have to
dress up for work? get dressed up

» love to get dressed up and go out
ta a concert or the theatre.

2 dress up,
dress up sh,
dress sb up: to
put on special
clothes for fun,
especially so
that you look
like sameone
else. +in

» Little girls
often like
dressing up in grown-ups’ clothes.

+ as » At Christmas, my mother used
to dress me up as an elf.

3 dress up sth, dress sth up: to make
something sound more interesting,
altractive, or acceptable than it really
is » The government has tried to dress
up its policies and make them sound
more enviranmentally friandiy.
ORIFT

DRIFT APART »

drift apart: if people drift apart, their
relationship gradually ends » As we
grew older, we staried to drift apart.
DRIFT QFF —

© 1 drift off: to gradually fall asleep » /¢

was 2 am when ! finally drifted off to
sleep.

2 drift off: to walk slowly to another
place or area » We drifted off down the
road, not fn amy hurry to return to work,
3 drift off: to stop listening or paying
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attention to someone or something » [
tried to concentrate on what he was
saying, but | kept drifting off.

DRILL

DRILL INTO

drill sth inte sh: to tell sameone
something again and again until they
know it very well » My parents have
drilfed the importance of education
Into me since | was a small child.

DRINK

DRINK IN

drink in sth, drink sth in: if you drink
In something that you see, read, or
hear, you give it all your attention and
enjoy it very much » Bon't rush through
Paris — toke time to drink everything in.
DRINK TO -

1 drink to sb/ sth: 1o wish someane or
something success, good luck, or
good health by holding up your glass
before drinking » Let’s drink fo the
New Year! » Guests drank ta the bride
and groom.

# 'l drink to that!: used to say that
you like or agree with what someone
has said » “If things don't change
soon, I'm gaing to quit my job.” “I'll
drink to that{"

DRINK UP —

drink up sth, drink sth up, drink up: to
drink all of something » Drink up — the
bar will be closing saon.

DRIP

ORIP WITH —

i be dripping with blood/ sweat etc:
10 be covered with so much bload,
nwiat etc that it is falling off your
hody » { tried to move but I cauldn’t -
my right arm was dripping with blood.
# be dripping with sth: to have a lot of
a particular quality » “How
foscinating, " she safd, her voice
ilripping with sarcasm. be dripping

DRILL > DRIVE

¢ with money (=be very rich} » They

were absolutely dipping with rmoney.

DRIVE

DRIVE AT

what sb is driving at: what someane
is really trying to say, when they are
not saying it directly » “Morton, what
are you driving at™ * think we're in
trouble, Mahaney, big trouble.”
DRIVE AWAY —

1 drive away sb, drive sb away: to
behave in a way that makes someone
leave you b His heavy drinking
eventually drove Beth away.

2 drive sb away, drive away sb: to
make people stop coming to a place
» Reports about drug-related crime in
the areq are driving tourists away.

3 drive away sth, drive sth away: to
make someone stop feeling or
thinking something, especially
something negative » The look in the
little girl’s eyes drove away all fiis
doubts. “OK, 'l help you,” he said.
ORIVE DOWN —

drive down sth, drive sth down: to
force prices or costs to a lawer level
» Cheap imported steel would drive
down the price of steel i the US,

DRIVE OFF —

1 drive off: to leave in a car » She
drove off into the night.

2 drive off sb, drive sb off: to force
someone who is attacking or
threatening you to stop and go away
w They keep dogs in the yard to drive
off intruders,



DRONE » DROP

DRIVE ON +

drive on: to continue travelling in a
vehicle, withoul stopping or after
stopping for a short time » Maxwell
drove on, in spite of the thickening
fog.

DRIVE OUT »

drive out sh/ sth, drive sb/ sth out: to
force someone or something to leave a
place. + of » Huge rent increases are
driving many small businesses out of
the areo.

DRIVE UP

up sth, drive sth up: to force
prices or costs to increase very quickly
w Weaithy city people looking for
secand hames are driving up house
prices in country areas.

DRONE

DRONE ON —

drone on: to speak for a long time in a
very horing way. + about » She
drored on and o about how sad her
fife was.

DROOL

DROOL OVER —*

drool over sb/ sth: Lo look at someone
or something in an excited and often
silly way that shows you think they are
very atlractive » The girls lay on the
beach, drooling over a couple of
yourg men playing volleyball.

DROP

DROP AWAY —

drop away: if land drops away, it
slopes down very steeply » To her left,
the ground dropped away to the river
below.

DROP BACK —

drop back: to let other people go
ahead of you so that you are in a
position nearer the back of a group

» Jones was in the lead, but now fhe's
dropped back to fourth place.

88

DROP BEHIND *
drap behind: to move more slowly
than the other persen or people you
are with, so that they move ahead of
you » Gareth wolked much too fast for
her, and got annayed whenever she
dropped behind.
DROP BY —+
drop by: 10 make a short informal visit
to someone you know well » If you're
in the area agoin just drop by and say
hello.
DROP IN, GIS0 DROP INTO —
1 drop in, drop into sth: te make a
short visit to someone or go into an
office, shop, bar etc for a short time.
drop in on sb» { think {*ll drop fn on
Jifl on my way home. + at s For mare
information, call this number or drop
in at your local welfare office.
drop-in centre v a place where
people can go to get advice and
information, without having to make
an arrangement before » a drop-in
centre for the unemployed
2 drop in sth, drop sth in, drop sth
inte sth: to deliver something to a
person ar place » Il drop it into the
office white I'm in town.
3 drop shinit: to cause trouble for
someone, especially by saying
something that makes someone else
angry with them & 1'm sorry if {
dropped you in it, but she asked me
why you werer't here.
DROP OFF —+
1 drop off sb/ sth, drop sb/sth off: to
take someone or something to a place
by car» I'm going past the station. }
con drop you off if you like.
2 drop off: to begin to sleep k- A third
of ail drivers soid they had been in
danger of dropping off while driving.
3 drop off: if the amount or number of
something drops off, it becomes less
» The movie attrocted large audiences
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at first, but then the numbers rapidly

dropped off.

DROP QUT — "

1 drop out: to leave school, college, or

university before you have finished

your course » Too many students are

getting into drugs and dropping out.
drop-out 1 someone who leaves
school, college, or university without
finishing their course » a high
school drop-out

2 drop out: to refuse to take part in

ordinary society, especially by not

getting a job » In the 605 my mother

dropped out, and went o live in a

commune.
drop-out n someone wha refuses to
take part in ordinary society
because they do not agree with ils
social customs, moral standards etc
» the place was full of hippies and
drop-outs

3 drop out: to not take partin an

activity, or to leave it before it has

finished » The next meeting is fust

before Christmas, so we're expecting o

lot of people to drop out.

DROP ROUND

1 drop round: to make a short informal

visit to someona who lives near you

» Her grandehiidren drop round ond

see her from time to time.

2 drop sth round: to deliver something

to someone who lives near you » {'ve

got a present for you - I'tl try and drop

it round this weekend.

DROWN

DROWN IN —

be drowning in sth: to have more of
something than you can deal with

» I'm drowning in work of the moment,
Can | call you back next week?
DROWN [N, ai50 DROWN WITH —
drown sth inf with sth: to cover a dish
with too much of another liquid food

DROWN » DRY

» The fish was drowned in 2 bland,
tumpy sauce.

DROWN OUT —

drown out sth, drown sth out: if cne
noise drowns out another noise, it
stops that noise from being heard

» john started to speak, but his voice
was drowned out by the traffic.
DROWN WITH 528 DROWN IN

DRUG

BE DRUGGED UP —

be drugged up: to have been given a
lot of drugs by a doctor, or have taken
4 lot of drugs b He was still drugged
up after the operation. be drugged up
to the eyeballs (=given a lot of drugs)
* 1t's no fun lying in a hospital bed,
drugged up to the eyeballs.

DRUM

DRUM INTO

drum sth into sb: to tell someons
something and repeat it many times,
so that they will understand how
impartant it is » Our cooch drtmmed
into us the importance of working
together as a tearn.

DRUM OUT OF —+

drum sb out of sth: to force someone
to leave an organization because they
have done something wrong » Jack
was caught steoling and was
drummed out of the army.

DRUM UP -+

drum up sth: to get people's support
for something, or increase their
interest in something w She was in
town last week, trying to drum up
support for her camapign.

DRY

DRY OFF

dry off, dry off sth, dry sth off: to
become dry or make something dry
» We left our wet clothes to dry off in
the sun,



DUCK » DUMP

DRY OUT -r
1dry out, dry out stiy, dry sth out: to
become or to make something
completely dry on the inside and the
outside » Pt vour coat near the fire or
it won't dry out properly.
z dry vut: to stop drinking alcohol
after you have regularly heen drinking
far too much » a well-known TV acter
who spant aight weeks in o clinit,
trying fo dry out
DRY UP ~r
1dry up: if a river or lake dries up, the
water in it disappears » Mast of the
rivers i the area have dried up in the
drought.
dried-up A a dried-up river or lake
is one that ne langer has any water
initw We walked along the dried-up
river bed
2 dry up, dry up sth, dry sth up: il
something dries up, or something
dries it up, it [nses the liguid that was
init » Have you got o pen fcan
borrow? This one’s dried up.
3 dry up: il 2 supply of something
dries up, it comes te an end and there
i no mate weailable » Work on the
funtnel stopped when the money dried
.
4 dry up, dry up sth, dry sth up: to dry
plates, cups, dishes etc with a cloth
aher they have baen washed » Would
you mind diying up the breqkfast
thirtgs?
5 dry up: to forget or not be abie Lo
think of what you should say next,
especially when you are speaking in
public w { was terrified that { would
forget all my lines and dry up.

DUCK

DUCK QUT —+

duck out: to avoid doing something
that you should do or have promised
to do. + of » Porents wha do not

[2]¢]

discipline their children are ducking
out of their responsibititias. » I've got
a meeting ar three o'clock but il try to
duck out of it.

DUKE

DUKE OUT *+

duke it out: if two people or two
groups duke it out, they fight or
compete against each other,

+ with » She rolled up her sleeves as
if getting ready to duke it out with
hini.

DUMB
DUMB DOWN —
dumb down sth, dumb sth dewn: ro
produce television programmes,
educational courses etc that avoid
serious or difficult subjects or make
thern koo simple » TV news has
ofready been dumbed down lo the
peint wheve it is almost pure
erleriainment.
dumbing-down n when things are
dumbed down. + of » There's too
much dumbing-down of serfous
issues,
dumbed-down ap) made too simple.
and aveiding the need for serious
thinking » Holfywood has produced
a series of dumbed-down versions of
literary classics.

DUMP

DUMP ON —

1 dump sth on sh, dump on sb: to give
someone work 10 do or a problem o
deal with when you should deal with it
yourself » i'm fed up with fistening to
your problems - why don’t you go and
dutry on Semeone else? e My boss is
always dumping alf the bering jobs on
me.

7 dump on sb: 10 eriticize someone
strongly and often unfairly - if yot
dump on your enployees, don't
expect morale to be high.

%

DUST

DUST DOWN, aiSC DUST OFF —
1 dust down/
aff sth, dust sth
down/ off: to
romove dirt or
dust from
spmething,
USINg your
hands, a brush
olew He got up
uff the ground
und dusted
tow his
trausers. dust yourself down/ off

» She gol to her feet ond dusted
herself off.

a dust yourself down: ta make an
affort to deal with 2 difficult
auperience and continue with vour life

bat e -

LN

DUST » DWINDLE

» it was a painfuf divarce, but the only
option was to dust myself down and
gel things back to nermal.

DWELL

DWELL ON, Q50 DWELL UPOR -+
dwell on/ upon sth: to thiak or talk for
tao long about something bad that
has happened » it doesn’t do ony
good to dwell on the post - iry to be
more positive.

DWINDLE

DWINDLE AWAY —

dwindle away: to gradualiy become
smaller and smaller, weaker and
weaker et » Marja looked at Fran
lying in the hospital bed, her hope
dwindling ewoy. + to » Their business
had collapsed and their sevings hod
dwindled oway fo nothing.



EASE » EAT

Ee

EASE

EASE OFF, @50 EASE UP

1 ease off/ up: to gradually become
less painful, difficult, or unpleasant » |
think the rain is beginning to ease off.
» The pain in my shoulder was easing
up alittle.

2 ease off/u treat someone less
severely or criticize them less than
befare. + on » Ease off on Roger, will
you — he’s doing all right.

3 ease off/up: to work less hard or do
something with less energy than
before » Don should ease up or he'lt
have a nervous breakdown.

EASE OUT —

ease out sb, ease sb out: to gradually
force someone to leave their job or
position af authority. + of » He was
eased out of his job as presidentiol
adviser after fierce criticism from the
press.

EASE UP 5£€ EASE OFF

EAT

EAT AWAY —

1 eat sth away, eat away sth: to
gradually reduce something by taking
parts of it away » New fiousing
estates are gradually eating awey cur
countryside and woodiands,

2 eat away
sth, eat sth
away: to
gradually
destroy
something,
especially
through
chemical action » The floor of the car
hod been eaten away by rust,
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EAT AWAY AT —

1 eat away at sb: to make you feel
very worred over a long period of time
» The memory of her mistake has
never stopped ealing away at her.

2 eat away at sth: to gradually destroy
something by continuously damaging it
v It was discovered that air pollutants
were eating away at the carvings.

EAT IN —+

1 eat in: to eat a meal al home instead
of going o a restaurant & !'m toa tired
to go out - let's eat in instead,

2 eat in: 1o eal inside a restaurant
instead of taking your food
somewhere else to eat » “Two burgers
and two coffees, please.” “To eat fn or
take away ™

EAT INTO —

H eat into sth: to use or take away part

of something such as money o time

b Jet log con eat into precious holiday

time.

EAT QUT

eat out: Lo eat a meal in a restaurant,
instead of al home » People today eat
out far more often than they used to.
EAT UP —

1 eat up sth, eat sth up, eat up: to eat
all of something » Joey ate up all the
casserole, and then started hungeily
on fhis dessert, eat up! (=used to tell a
child to eat all of his or her food)

» Come on, Kaylee, eat up!

2 eat up sth, eat sth up: to use all or
almost all of samething & The job ate
up most of his time, including
weekends and holidays.

3 eat up sb, eat sbup: to make you feel
extremely upset, angry, worried etc » It
Jjust eats me up to see the way those
kids are treated by their teachers.

4 #at sth up, eat up sth: 1o be excited
about something and enjoy it very
much® Vicky uses games to teach
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Ihttle kids how to get fit, and the kids
eat It up.

EBB

BB AWAY

abb away: to gradually become
weaker and then disappear completely
» The team had almost won, but their
strength wos ebbing away by the
minute.

EDIT

EDIT QUT —

wdlt out sth, edit 5th out: to remave
part of a film, programme, book etc
before it is shown or printed » Most of
the violent scenes had to be edited out
before the film could be shown on TV.
EGG

EGGON

g b on, egg on sh: to encourage
someone to do something, especially
something that is not sensible or safe
¥ The two men, egged on by an
xclted crowd, started to fight.

EKE

EKE OuT —

1 ake out sth, eke sth out: to make
maoney, food, supplies etc last as long
as possible by using them carefully

» Most single parents have to eke out
very small incomes as well as they
can,

2 ke out a living also eke out an
existence: to get just enough food or
money to live » A few famities still try
to eke cut an existence on the barren
land,

3 eke out a win also eke out a victory:
t0 win by only a few points or votes

» Hopes of the team eking out a
victory are quickly fading.

ELBOW

ELBOW QUT —
albow out sb/ sth, elbow sb/ sth out:

i 1empty out

EBB » EMPTY

to force someane or something out of
a joh or high position & They seem af!
sel (o elbow the champions out of
their position,

EMANATE

EMANATE FROM *

emanate from sth/ sb: to come from a
particular place or person = Delicious
smells were emanating from the
kitchen.

EMBARK

EMBARK ON, al$0 EMBARK UPON —

-embari on/ upon sth: to start doing

something, especially something new
or difficult » it the 19505, the country
embarked on @ major programme of
social reform.

EMBROIDER

EMBROIDER ON  *

embroider on sth: to add details to an
account of something, in order to
make it seem more impressive » Don't
believe everything he tells you - he's
got a habit of embroidering on most
of his wartime experiences.

EMBROIL

BE EMBROILED [N

be embroiled in sth: to be deeply
involved in an argument, war, or other
unpleasant situation = They found
themselves embroiled in o long and
bitter legal baitle,

EMPTY
EMPTY OUT —

sth, empty sth
out: to remove
everything from
inside a
container » /
emptied out
the shopging
bags and put
everything




ENCASE » ENGAGE

away. & jo emptied out the contents of
the cash box onto the table.

2 empty out: if 2 place emplies out, all
the people in it leave » The club
usually empties out about two in the
morning.

ENCASE

ENCASE IN —

encase sthin sth: to cover ar enclose

something with samething else & The
statue was transported back to Britain
and encased /n glass to protect it.

ENCROACH

ENCROACH ON, G50 ENCROACH
UPON —

1 encroach on/upon sth: lo gradually
take away someone’s rights, freedom,
ar authority » Civil Liberty groups

are worried that the new laws

will encroach upon freedom of
speech.

2 encroach on/ upon sth: to reduce
the amount of time that someone

has available to do something

» Most people try to prevent their
work from encroaching on their
private lives.

3 encroach on/ upon sth: to gradually
cover more and more land

= Everywhere we look, new housing
develapments are encroaching o our
countryside.

END

END IN —

end in sth: to have a particular resuit,
or to finish in a particular way = fr
Britain, two out of three marriages end
in divorce. end in tears (=end with
people feeling unhappy, annoyed etc)
¥ Stop quarrelling you two! You know
i’ all end in tears.

END UP —

1 end up: te be in a situation that you
did not intend or want to be in, end up
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in court/ prison etc » Toat got inta o
fight and ended up in court, + with
w You'll end up with preumonia if
you're not careful,

2 end up doing sth: to do something
that you did nat intend to do at first
» He came for a couple of days and
ended ug staying @ month!

3 end up: 10 arrive in a place without
planning or wanting to go there

w They ended up in o bar near the
docks.

ENDEAR

ENDEAR TO —*

endear sb to sb: to do something to
make people like or approve of you

» I you're keen to learn, you're bound
to entdear yourself to your teachers.

ENDOW

ENDOW WITH —

be endowed with sth: to naturally
have a particular ability. quality, or
feature, especially a good one » Healy
was a good public speaker and
endowed with extraordinary energy.
be well/richly endowed with sth
(=have a lot of it) » The island is welf
endowed with mineral depasits.

ENGAGE

ENGAGE IN

1 be engaged in sth: to be invalved in
something, especially something that
continues for a long time = Officials
are engaged in a debate with the
company over the safety of its newest
aircraft,

2 engage in sth: to take partina
particular activity » Women were
actively discouraged from engaging fn
political life.

3 engage sb in conversation: o start a
conversation with someone » She
tried to engage Anthony in
conversation, but he didn't respond.
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ENGROSS

ME ENGROSSED IN —

be engrossed in sth: to bewery
Interested or involved in something,
0 that you do not notice what is
happening around you » Rourke was
0 engrossed in conversation with the
Qirl that he didn't even see me come
n

ENLARGE

UNLARGE ON, QiSO ENLARGE

UPON —+

anlarge on/ upon sth: to give more
details or informatien about
something that you have already
mentioned = { sat patiently, waiting for
Tom to enlarge on his last remark.

ENQUIRE see INQUIRE

ENTER

ENTER INTQ —

1 enter into an agreement/ contract
#lc; to make an official agreement,
contract etc to do something » The
two software giants entered into an
agreement to develop new products
and markets,

3 enter into sth: to start to become
Involved in something » At the time |
didn't feel ready to enter into a new
relationship.

3 enter Into sth: to be an important
part of a situation or be something
that you consider when you are
making a decision # Of course, other
factors entered into the decision-
making process. enter into it » If we
are choosing a new employee, age
doesn’t enter into it.

CNTER ON, al50 ENTER UPON —
wnter on/ upon sth: to begin
something, especially something that
will continue for a long time » The
economy is entering upon a peried of
sustained growth,

ENGROSS » EXPAND

ENTITLE

BE ENTITLED TO —

be entitled to sth: to have the right to
have or do something b Al children
urtder sixteen are entitled to free
medical treatment. entitle sb te sth

= Three of these tokens entitle you to
free entry (o the Castle.

ENURE see INURE

ERCDE

ERODE AWAY —

1 be eroded away aiso erode away: if
rock or soil is eraded away or erodes
away, water or the wind gradually
removes its surface or breaks it into
pieces » Parts of the cliff are in darger
of eroding away.

2 be eroded away alsc erode away: il
sameone’s power, confidence,
freedom etc is eroded away or erodes
away, it is gradually destroyed » When
John left me, | felt that all my self-
respect had been eroded oway:

EVEN

EVEN OUT —

a. even out: to become more equal
after seeming unequal » Seme people
seem to get all the fuck - but it usually
evens oul in the end.

b. even out sth, even sth out: 10

make something become more equal,
by sharing it more equally » We want
to try to even out the work load a
fittie.

EVEN UP —

even up sth, even sth up: to make a
situation more equal or fair, especially
in a game or competition » Mike came
in and joined our team, which helped
to even things up o fittle.

EXPAND

EXPAND ON, /50 EXPAND UPON

expand on/ upon sth: to give more
detalls about something that you have



EXPECT » EYE

already said or written » 7'd ike to
expand on that peint in @ minute, if(
may,

EXPECT

EXPECT OF —

expect sth of shysth: to think that
someone or something should do
something or behave in a particular
way » When | first joined the company,
! wasi't sure what was expected of
me. expect a lot/ mare of sb » She
seeins (0 expect an awful lot of her
staff. » Middle-class parents expect
mare of their children and push them
harder at school.
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¢ EXPLAIN

EXPLAIN AWAY —
{ explain away sth, explain sth away:
to give reasons for something bad, to
make people think it is not your fault
or not serious » The unemployment
figures were not easy to explain away.
+as» Dad's liness could no longer
be explained away os the flu.
EXE
EYEUP -
eye up sh, eye sb up: to look at
someane in a way that shows you
think they are sexually attractive
» That guy at the bar keeps eyeing
you up, Kelly.
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Ff

FACE
FACE DOWN —
face down sb/sth, face sb/sth down:
to deal with someone or something in
& strong and confident way » Lyman
says he faced down o roaring lion
when he was on safari.
FACE OFF
face off: to fight, argue, or compete
against someone » The two
candidates will face off in the second
#lection on November 16.
face-off n when two people or
groups fight or compete against
each other b There was a 24-hour
face-off between demonstrators and
the police in Central Square.
FACE UP TO —*
face up to sth: to accept that an
unpleasant fact is true or that a
difficult situation exists & It won'f be
easy to find another job; you'd better
face up to it. face up to the fact (that)
® it’s often difficult to face up to the
fact that you are na langer young,
BE FACED WITH
be faced with sth: to have to deal with
a difficult problem or situation » The
police were faced with a seemingly
Impossible task. » The business was
dolng really badly, and we were faced
with mounting debts.
FADE
TADE AWAY —
1 fade away:
to gradually
become less
loud or clear,
and then
disappear

r il

FACE » FAKE

» She listened to Zach's footsteps
fading away down the staircase. + Into
» Dave’s figure faded away inta the
darkness.

2 fade away: to gradually become
less strong or likely, and then
disappear completely » Hopes af a
peace setilement were beginning to
fade away.

3 fade away: to gradually become
weaker, and then die » Mum never
really recovered after the operation -
she just faded away.

FADE IN —

: fade in, fade in sth, fade sthin: if
i recorded sound or a picture in a
i film, television programme etc fades

in, or is faded in, it gradually
becomes louder or clearer

» Romantic music slowly fades i, as
the lovers waik hand in fiand into the
sunset.

FADE OUT —

1 fade out: to gradually disappear

or stop happening » The marches
and the protests faded out and
peopie wen! back to their normal

o lives.

: 2 fade out, fade out sth, fade sth out:
+ if recorded sound or a picture in a film,
i television programme etc fades out, or

you fade it out, it becomes less loud
or clear and gradually disappears

» The Df faded out one record and put
on another.

FAKE
FAKE OUT —
fake sb aut, fake out sb: to deceive

¢ someone by making them think you
¢ are planning to do something when

you are really planning to do
something else » Sherrard faked out
Jesperson, moved past him, and
scored the winting goal.



FALL

FALL

FALL

ABOUT —
fall about: to
laugh a lot
about
something,
especially
without being
able to stop
v The situation was so ridiculous that
we all just fell about. fall about
laughing » All the kids fell about
laughing os soon as the teacher left
the room.

FALL APART —

1 be falling apart: to be in very bad
condition, and need repairing » /'n not
going in your car - it's falling apart!

2 fall apart: if something falls apart, it
breaks into pieces, especially because
Itis old ar badly made » 4 only had
the shoes a couple of months before
they fell apart.

3 fall apart: if an organization, system,
relationship etc falls apart, it stops
working successfully » No-one
realized that her marriage was folling
apart. » By the end of 1934, the Party
was falling apart.

4 fall apart: to have serious emotional
problems, so that you cannat think or
behave normally » She's so tense
abaut her job - if she goes on like
ihis, she'if fall apart.

5 sh's world falls apart also sb's life
folls apart: if someone’s world or life
falls apart, samething very bad
happens that changes their life and
makes them extremely unhappy

= When fim’s wife left him, his world
just feli apart.

FALL AWAY —

1 falt away: to break off from
something » The flower's petals feil

i behind other
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away and fluttered to the ground,
. +fom b Several large rocks had fallerr

away from the cliff into the seq,

2 fall away: if land, a road etc falls
away, it slopes down, especially
suddenly and steeply » Sarah ran
forward and then stopped as the
ground fell away before her.

3 fall away: if a feeling or something
that has a bad effect on you falls away,
you stop feeling it or being affected by
ite As soon os | found out the truth,
all my woiries fell away.

4 fall away: to decrease in amount or
value » Our profits hove fallen away
sharply during the last two years.
FALL BACK +

1 fall back: to move backwards and
away from someone or something

» As she ran forward, the rest of the
crowd fell back.

2 fall back: if soldiers fall back, they
move back away from the enemy in
order to avoid fighting » The general
immediately ordered his men to fat!
back.

3 fall back: to move more slowly than
another person, car etc, with the result
that you are behind them » 45 soan as
we were in sight of the larry, we fell
back in order nat to be seen.

FALL BACK ON, 0/S0 FALL BACK
UPON

fall back an/ upon sth: 10 have to use
or do something because other things
have failed or been used up » If this
doesn't work, we'll just have to fall
back on our original plan. » Do you
have any savings to fofl back on?

FALL BEHIND —+

1 fall behind,
fall behind
sb: tg
gradually get
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people you are with, because you are
moving more slowly than them » The
littte boy had fallen behind his mother
and was crying.
2 fall behind, fall behind sb/sth: to
not make as much progress or achieve
the same standard as someone or
something else » Children from poar
famities are more likely to fall behind
at school.
3 fall behind, fall behind sth: to not
do something by the time you have
agreed to do it, especially by not
paying money that you should pay
regularly. + with » Afrer losing his job,
Darren fell behind with his martgage
payments.
& fall behind sth: to fail to increase at
the same rate as something else
® Over the last few years, our salarfes
have fallen behind infiation.
FALL DOWN —
1 fall down: to fall onta the ground
fram an upright position » She slipped
on the ice, fell down and broke her
leg. » During the night, several trees
had falien down.
2 be falling down: if a building is
falling down, it is in very bad condition
and needs repairing » There were very
few hospitals, and the ones that did
exist were falting down.
3 fall down: to not be good enough or
not be successful for a particular
reason » “What if semeone doesn’t
keep up with the payments?” “That'’s
when the whole system falls down,”
downfall u when someone loses
their position of power or stops
being successful. + of » the downfall
of the old regime be sb’s downfall
» In the end, his pride was his
downfall.
FALL FOR —
1 fall for sth: to be tricked into
believing something that is not true

FALL

» You didn't think I'd fail for that ofd
excuse, did you? » Politicians seem fo
think that we'll fall for any old rubbish.
2 fall for sb: to suddenly feel sexually
or romantically attracted to someone
» It's the story of o middle-aged
teacher wha falls far one of his

¢ students.

: 3 fall for sth: to like something very

¢ much as soon as you see it » Mark feil
i for the old house immediatefy.

FALLIN —
1 fall in: if a roof or ceiling falls in, it
falls to the ground because it is old o1
damaged » The windows were all
troken and the roof had falien i

2 fall in: to start walking or forming
lines behind or next to other people,
» The soldiers fell in, one behind the
other.

FALL IN WITH —

1 fall in with sb: to become friends
with a particular group of people

- She fell in with quite a wild set at
college.

2 fall in with sth: to accept what
someone else suggests, and not try Lo
change it or disagree with it » f'm
quite happy to fall in with whatever
you decide.

FALL INTO —

1 fall into sth: to start to be in a bad
condition r in a bad situation - used
in the following phrases: fall into
disrepair/ disuse etc » The cathedral
fell into disrepair over the next fifty
years.

2 fall into sth: to start doing

¢ samething or being invalved in
 something - used especially in the
i following phrases: fall into

conversation/ a discussion (=start
talking) » ! fell into conversation with
the man sitting beside me. fall inte
the habit of doing sth » He had fallen
inta the habit of walking home across



FALL

the fields. fall into a deep sleep
» | fell into a deep sleep as soon as |
fay down,
3 fall into a category/ group etc: Lo
belong to a particular group of things
or people » Our customers have
always fallen into several distinct
categories.
4 fall into sth: to be divided into two
or mare different parts » The
evening's discussion falls into three
parts,
FALL OFF —
1 fall off: if something falls off, it
becomes separated from the thing
that it is joined to » { picked up the
suitcase and the handie fell off.
2 fall off: if the amount, rate, ar
standard of something falls off, it
decreases or becomes lower b The
standard of acting seemed to fali off in
the second half of the play.
fall-off aise falling-off n when the
amount, rate, or standard of
something decreases or becomes
lower. + in » Some clubs have had
ta close due to a foll-off in
attendance. ¥ a falling-off in
demand
FALL ON —
fall on sth: if a date falls on a
particular day of the week, it happens
on that day » Christmas fell an a
Saturday thet year.
FALL ON, afS0 FALL UPON —
1 fall on/ upon sb: if a duty ar job falls
on someone, they are responsible for
dealing with it » Wien her mother
died, respansibility for the family fell
upon Sheila, it falls an sb to do sth
¥ fane was off sick, sa it fell on me ro
organize the whoie thing.
2 fall on/ upon sb: to suddenly attack
someone & Some of the older boys fell
on him, and broke fhis giasses.

FALL OUT —
1 fall out: to have an argument with
someone and stop being friendly with
them. + with » She left the club after
she fell out with the manager. + over
w Apparently the two men felf out over
money.
falling-out n an argument or serious
disagreement &= There weve reports
that sore members of the team had
had a falling-out,
2 fall out: if your hair or a tooth falls
out, it becomes loose and separates
fram your body = My Dad'’s hair felf
oul when he was only thirty.
3 fall out: if soldiers fall out, they stop
standing in a line and move away to
different places » The soldiers were
ordered to foll out and return to base.
FALL OVER
1 fall aver: to fall to the ground, or to
fall down from an upright position
» That pile of books will fali over if you
put any more on top.
2 fall over sth: to hit your foot against
something by mistake, and fall to the
ground » { fell over an empty box that
someone had left outside the door.
3 be falling over yourself to do sth: to
be very eager to do something » The
manager was failing over herself to
help us.
FALL THROUGH
fall through: if an agreement, plan etc
falls through, something prevents it
from happening or being completed
» My holiday plans have falien
through, so f don't know where ("Il go
this year.
FALL TO —
1 fall to sb: if a duty or job falls to
someone, they become responsible for
dealing with it » No one else wanted
to da it, so the job fell to me. it fell ta
sb to do sth » if fell to me to give her
the bad news,
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a fall to sth: to suddenly start doing
something » Everyorie fell to work,
and they didn't stop till midnight.
FALL UNDER —

1 fall under sb's control/ influence
stc: to become controlled or
Influenced by a particular group,
country, or person b Large areas of the
country had fallen under enemy
control.

a2 fall under sh/sth's spell: to become
very attracted by someone or
something » The first time [ went to
Parts, I fell under its spell.

4 fall under a category/ heading etc:
{0 be included in a particular group or
description of things » The new job
falls under the heading of Sales and
Marketing.

FALL UPON 5€€ FALL ON

FAN OUT —

fanout: ifa

group of ,
'

people or

things fans -,
out, they
move forward

and away

from each other so that they gradually
spread over a wide area » He ordered
his men to fan out and search every
inch of the ffeld.

FARM

FARM OQUT —+

4 farm out sb, farm sb out: to arrange
for someone to be looked after by
someone else, because you are toc
busy to look after them yourself

» My parents were both working, so

| ended up being farmed out to a
childminder.

2 farm out sth, farm sth out: to
arrange for work to be done by
another company or by someone

FAN » FATTEN

i putside your company » Most of the

editing is farmed out to freeloncers
these days.

FASTEN

FASTEN ON, al50 FASTEN UPON —
fasten on/ upon sth: to give particular
attention to something » The press
was quick to fasten on the dangers of
genetically modified foods.

FASTEN ONTO —

fasten onta sb: to follow someone and
stay with them, especially when they
do not want you to & She immediately
fastened onto the best-looking mait at

: the party.
i FASTEN UP —

fasten up sth, fasten sth up, fasten
up: to join together two sides of
something such as a coat, shirt, bag
ete so it is closed, or to become joined
in this way » Fasten up your coat —
it's freezing outside, » My fingers
were so numb | cowldn't fasten my

o shirt.
: FASTEN UPON See FASTEN ON

FATHOM
FATHOM OUT

fathom out sth/ sb, fathom sth/sh
out: 10 understand something or
someone after thinking about them
carefully, especially when their
behaviour seems strange or confusing
» [ sometimes find it difficult to
fathom out the workings of Emma’s
mind.

FATTEN
FATTEN UP —

! fatten up sth/sb, fatten sth/ sb up: to

make an animal fatter by giving it a lot
of food. Alsa used humorously about
people. » The turkeys are being
fattened up for Christmas. » Keith
always looks so thin - he needs
fattening up a bit.



FAVOUR » FEED

FAVOUR

FAVOUR WITH —~

favour sb with sth: 1o give someone a
look or a reply, or do something special
for them b He favoured Lucy with a
broad grin, then went back ta his work.
FAWN

FAWN ON, 0/50 FAWN OVER —

fawn onf over sb: to praise someone
and be friendly to them, especially ina
way that is not sincere & Political
candidates are always fawning over
wealthy businessmen, hoping for
campaign donations.

FEAR

FEAR FOR —

fear for sh/ sth: to feel warried that
someane or somathing might be in
danger or in trauble » Calaway
assured him that ke has no reason to
fear for his job. tear for sb's lifef
safety » Fearing for his life, Williams
left the country.

FEAST

FEAST ON, aiSQ FEAST UPON —
feast onfupon sth: to eat a lot of &
particular food with enjoyment » They
feasted on smoked salmon and
champagne.

FEED
FEED BACK —
feed back, feed back sth: to give
sameagne your opinion about
something, especially so it can be
improved. + to » Consumers are able
to feed back to the company about its
products. + with» [ am grateful to ali
those who fed back with their
comments and suggestions.
feedback w advice, criticism etc

about how good or useful something : especially to
feedback from customers on the new | make them

is = We've received some negative

sofiware.

i not toa thin

| FEED IN, 6fSO FEED INTO
: feed sthinto sth, feed In sth, feed sth

in: to put something into a machine,
especially information » Data about
weather conditions js fed into a
computer so that forecasis can be
made,

FEED INTD

feed into sth: if a river or road feeds
into a bigger river ar road, It joins it
> The River Derwent and the River
Ouse both feed into the Humber.
FEED OFF —

1 feed off sth: if an animal feeds off
something, it gets food from it

B Minute crgonisms feed off
household dust.

2 feed off sth: to use something in
order to continue 1o exist or to get an
advantage for yourself » Some people
accused him of feeding off his father’s
reputation as a writer,

FEED ON —

1 feed on sth: if an animal feeds on a
particular food, it usually eats that
food » Owls feed on mice and other
small animals,

2 feed sth/sb on sth; to regularly give
an animal or person a particular kind
of food to eat » The cattle are fed on
barley and grass.

3 feed on sth: to use something in
order lo become stronger or mare
successful, especially people's fears or
waorries » The Fascists were able to
feed on people’s fears about the
country’s econemic situation.

FEED UP —
1 feed sb up:
to give
someane a
lot of food,

‘\\lﬂf

healthy and

103

» A lot of models these days look as if
they need feeding up.

a be fed up: lo be bored, annoyed, or
unhappy » You look fed up. What's the
matter? + with » She got fed up with
belng treated like some kind of
servant.

FEEL

FEEL AROUND FOR —

feel around for sth, feel around sth for
sth: to use your hands to search for
something you cannot see » / felt
around in my pocket for some loose
change,

FEEL FOR —

1 feel for sb: 1o feel sympathy for
someone because they are in a
difficult, sad, or unpleasant situation
» She felt for Karen, but she had a
Jamily of her own to loak after.

a feel for sth: to use your hands to
search for something you eannot see
» Suzanne entered the dark room ond
[elt for the light switch.

FEELUP TO —

feel up to sth: to feel well ar energetic
enough to do something » Can we go
Jor a run another time? | don’t reaily
feel up to it today. feel up to deing sth
® Are you sure you feel up to going
Into work?

FENCE

FENCE IN —

1 fence in sth, fence sthin: to
surround an area or building with a
fence » The prison compound was
fenced in with barbed wire.

2 fence in sth, fence sth in: to keep
animals in an area surrounded by a
fence » Jimmy fs planning to fence in
Iis chickens to protect them from
foxes.

3 fence in sb, fence sb in: to make
someone feel that they cannot leave a

FEEL » FETCH

: place or do what they want » Mathers
 with young children often feel fenced
i imat hame.

{ FENCE OFF

fence off sth, fence sth off: to
separate one area from another with a
fence » The owner has fenced off the
woodiand to stop people getting in.
+ from » The resort wos fenced off
from the rest of the island.

: FEND
: FEND FOR —
i fend for yourself: to take care of

yourself without help from other
people » Towards the end af his life he
could no lenger fend for himself.

FEND OFF —»

1 fend off sb/ sth, fend sb/sth off; to
stop someone or something who is
trying to attack or hatm you » He
managed to fend off his attackers untit
the palice arrived.

2 fend off sth, fend sth off: to avoid
having to deal diractly with something
difficult ar annoying » Ashley tried to
fend off any awkward questions about
his business affairs.

! FERRET
: FERRET QUT —»

ferret out sth, ferret sth out: to
succeed in finding something that is
difficult to find, especially a piece of
information » She had a way of
ferreting out people’s secrets.

FESS

FESS UP —

fess up: to tell people about
something wrong you have done,
especially something that is not
serlous » Come on, fess up! Who ate
the last cookie?

FETCH

i FETCHUP »
i fetch up: to arrive somewhere without



FIDDLE » FIGURE

expecting to or intending to » He
spent some time in Europe and
eventually fetched up in Naples.

FIDDLE

FIDDLE AROUND, al50 FIDDLE

ABQUT

1 fiddle around/ about: to make small

changes to something in order to try

to repair it or make it work better

w Derek fiddled around for half an

hour, trying to get the TV fo work.

+ with » The goavernment shoufd stop

fiddting around with the education

systens,

2z fiddle around/ about: to waste time

doing silly or unimportant things » 'm

fed up with fiddling around here all

day. Can we go?

FIGHT

FIGHT BACK —

1 fight back: to take action to defend

yourself when someane attacks you or

causes problems for you » Finn was

wounded severaf times but he

continued to fight back. » People who

are discriminated against often lack

the confidence to fight back.
fight-back 1 when a person, team,
organization etc deferids themselves
against an attacker or opponent » fn
the second half, United staged a
fight-back.

2 fight back sth: 1o force yourself with

difficulty not to do something you very

much want to do & { had to fight back

a growing desire o hit him. fight back

tears (=manage not ta cry) » Fighting

back his tears, ke waved goodbye to

her from the station platform,

FIGHT DOWN —

fight down sth, fight sth down: lo

force yourself nol to do something

that you very much want te do, or

farce yourself not to be affected by

vour feelings » Janice fought down the
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impulse (o scream. » He leaned
against the door, fighting down a
wave of nausea.

FIGHT OFF -+

1 fight off sb/ sth, fight sb/sth off: to
use violence to make someone who is
attacking you go away » The man tried
ta strangle her, but she managed to
fight him off.

2 fight off sth, fight sth off: to get rid
afor try to get rid of an iliness or an
unpleasant feeling » Vitamin C heips
your body o fight off colds.

3 fight sb/ sth off, fight off sb/sth: to
prevent an opponent fram defeating
you » So far, he has succeeded in
fiahting off every challenge ta his
leadership.

FIGHT OUT —

fight It out: to fight or argue until one
person, team etc wins = John and
Margot are prepored to fight the
matter out i court. fight it out among
yourselves (=used to say that you do
not want to be invalved in someone
else’s argument) » Let them fight it
out amang themselves - jt's none of

i our husiness,

. FIGURE

FIGURE ON —

figure an sth: to expect that
something will happen in a particular
way, and include it in your plans » Ker
figured on about 100 people coming
to the party. figure on doing sth

» Figure on spending £70 to £oo fora
ticket to Parfs.

FIGURE OUT »

figure out sth/sb, figure sth/sb out:
to understand something or
someone, or find the answerto a
question, problem etc, after

thinking carefully » f've know Zack
for years but { still can’t figure him

i out » I'mtrying to figure out a way
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of paying him back the money | owe
him.

FILE

FILE AwAy —

1 fite away sth, file sth away: to keep
papers with infermation on themina
particular place so that they are easy
to find » Should we file away these
receipts or throw them out?

a file away sth, file sth away: to
carefully remember infarmation so
that you can use it later » Every little
mistake gets filed away in the back of
her mind.

FILE FOR —

file for sth: to officially ask for legal
permission to do something. file far
divorce/ bankruptey » After 10 years
of marriage, the couple have decided
to flle for divarce.

FILL

FILL IN —

1 il In sth, fill sth in: to write all the
necessary information in the empty
spaces on a document » Make sure
that you fill in your name, address,
and doytime telephone number.
aflllin sth, fill sth In: to put a
substance in a hole or crack in order
to make a surface smooth » You'lf
need to fill in alf the cracks before you
paint the walls.

3 fill sb In, fill in sb: to tell someone
about things that have happened
recently or tell them something that
they need to know. + on & Talk ta
lenpy - she can fill you ir on the
details. » Dad calls us every Sundoy to
il us in on all the family news.

4 fill In: to do someone’s job while
they are ill or not at work » Who's
going to fitl in when Helen's on
maternity leave? + for » Quinn is
fiing in for the newspaper’s reguiar
reporter.

FILE » FILL

5 fill In time: to do something while
you are waiting for something to
happen so that you do not get bored
¥ We've got some time to fill in before
the show —let’s have a look around
oW
6 fill in sth, fill sth in: to paint ar
colour the space inside a shape » She
drew a picture of a bird and used
crayons to fill it in.
FILL OUT —
1 fill out sth, fill sth out: to write all
the necessary information in the
empty spaces on a document » If you
want to join the library, you'll need to
fil out an application form.
2 fillout: if
your body fills
out, it
becomes
fatter or
bigger & By
dge 12, her
bady had
already
started to fill
ouf,
FiLug —
1a. fill up sth, fill sth up: to make a
container full by putting liquid or ather
things In it » Can ! fill up your glass?
» We brought two big baskets for the
apples, and quickly filled them up.
b fill up, fill up sth, fill sth up: to put
petrolin a car so that the tank is full
» They stopped to fill up ot the next
petral station,
fill-up » when you put enough petrel
in your vehicle to fill the tank
» We're offering a free carwash with
every fill-up.
2 fill up: to become full » The pubs fi
up quickly on Saturday nights. + with
w The stadium was already starting to
fill up with eager fans.
3 fillup sth: to use a period of time for




FILTER » FINISH

a particular activity or purpose » The
manager expects us (o filf up every
itte of the day with work.

FILTER

FILTER IN —

filter in: ta slowly drive your car into a
line of traffic that is already moving

» We had to slow down os mave traffic
filtered in.

FILTER OUT —

1 filter out sth, filter sth out: to
remove a harmful or unwanted
substance from a liquid or gas to stop
it affecting someane or something

» Warkers have to wear masks o fiftes
out all the dust in the air. » a sun
cream which filters out harmfuf UV
rays

2 filter out sth/ sb, filter sth/ sb out:
to prevent something or someone that
you do not want from being successful
or having an effect » The interviews
are intended ta filter out unsuitable
candidates.

FILTER THROUGH —+

filter through: if news or information
about something filters through,
people start to hear about it & Reports
began to filter through of mass
executions.

FIND

FIND AGAINST —

find against sb: to officially decide
that someone is guilty of a crime or
does not have a legal right to
something » If the judge finds against
him, fie'll spend the rest of his life in
Jail.

FIND FOR —

find for sb: to officially decide that
someone s not guilty of a crime or has
a legal right to something » Judge
Hayes found far the defendant and
ordered that he stould be released
fmmediately.
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FIND QUT

1 find out, find out sth, find sth out: 1o
get information about something & |
don't know who wrole the seng, but
It try and find out. » Teachers should
encourage kids to find things out for
themselves. + what/where etc » Dad
was really mad at me when he found
out where ['d been. + 1 v Find out if
there's anyone here who speaks
English. + about » You'll be in trouble

. ifanybody finds out abaut this.
: 2find sb out: to discover that

someone has done something wrong
» Billie knew she would find him aut if
he teied to lie to her.

FINISH

FINISH OFF —

1 finish off sth, finish sth off: to
complete the last part of something
that you are doing » Don't disturk
him, he's just finishing off his
homework.

2 finish off sth, finish sth off: to eat,
drink, or use the last part of
something » Ally and | sat outside,
finishing off our meal.

1 finish off, finish off sth, finish sth
off: to end an event, programme, meal
etc in a particular way » We finished
off the evening by opening a boltle of
champagne. + with » Let’s finish off
with a roundup of the news.

4 finish sb off, finish off sb: to make
someone fael very tired, weak, or

i unhappy & That lest job’s finished me

: off for the day! I'm going home.

i s finish sb/ sth off, finish off sby sth:

¢ to killa person or animal when they

: are already wounded or weak » Tiwo of

i the hunters clubbed the seals to finish

i them off.

: & finish off sb/ sth, finish sb/sth off:
to defeat a person or team that you

are competing against » They were a
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team we should have easily beoten,
but we couldn’t quite finish them
off.

FINISH UP —

1 finish up: to arrive or end at a
particular place, after going te other
places first » { took o long holiday in
laly and finished up in Rome.

a Ninish up: to get into a particular
state or situation as the result of
something you have done » One of the
guys tried Fo bribe a poiice afficer and
finished up in jail.

3 Nnish up doing sth: to do something
at the end of a process, especially
without planning to » [ often start off
thinking of one story, and finish up
writing something completety
different.

& finish up sth, finish sth up: to eat or
drink all of something » Come on!
Finish up yaur drinks. We have to go
now.

§ finish sth up, finish up sth, finish
up: to complete the final part of
something » Moore is finishing up his
first season with the 49ers.

FINISH WITH —

1 be finished with sth also have
finished with sth: to have stopped
using or needing something = Have
you finished with the newspaper
yet?w | usually give my old

clothes away when I'm finished with
them.

2 be finished with sb also have
[finished with sb: to have finished
talking to someane, or dealing with
them, especially when you are angry
with them » Don’t go, Anna. | haven’t
finished with you yet!

3 finish with sb: to end a romantic or
sexual relationship with someone

» Did you know that Mike's finished
with Theresa?

FINK » FIRM

FINK

FINK ON

fink on sb: to tell the police or
someone in authority that someane
else has done something wrong » Rita
finked on me for taking long funches
at work.

FIRE

FIRE AWAY —

fire away!: used to tell someone that
you are teady for them ta begln asking
you questions » “Do you mind if | ask
you something, Woody?" “Fire away.”
FIRE OFF —

1 fire off sth, fire sth off: to fire a
bullet, bomb etc into the air » The
terrorists fired off several shots over
the crowd.

2 fire off sth, fire sth off: 1o send an
angry letter or message to someone
v { fired off another furious e-mail to
the aditor.

FIRE UP —

1 fite up sb, fire sb up: to make
someone become very excited,
interested, or angry » By the time we
went into the contest we were fired up
with enthusiosm.

2 fire up sth, fire sth up: to make
something start to burn » Millions of
Americons are preparing to fire up
their borbecues this weekend.

3 fire up sth, fire sth up: to make an
engine, computer etc slart to work

» He fired up the engines and
prepared to lift off.

FIRM

FIRM UP —

1 firm up sth, firm sth up: to make the
details of arrangements, ideas etc
more definite and exact » f call you
nearer the tirme of the trip to firm

i things up.
] firm up sth, firm sth up: to make



FISH » FIT

your muscles stranger and get rid of
fat by exercising » These exercises are
good for firming up your stomach.

3 firm up sth, firm sth up: to make
your position of power stronger or
safer » The party was keea to firm up
its support before the coming election.

FISH

FISH FOR —

Fish for sth: to try lo get information or
praise from someone by asking them
for it in an indirecl way » Jed was
fishing for information about whether
my sister had a boyfriend. fish for
compliments (=try to get someone to
say something nice about you) » I'm
not fishing for compliments, but do
you think this dress suits me?

FISH QUT —

1 fish out sth/sb, fish sth/sb out: to
pull something or someane out of
water » | coufdn’t swim, so Dad had to
jumg in and fisfi e out. + of » Police
fished her body out of the Eost Rivera
week later.

2 fish out sth, fish sth out: to take
something out of a bag, pocket etc
after searching far it with your hand

» Phil put his hand in his pocket and
fished out a few coins.

FIT

FITIN —

1 fit in: to be happy with a group of
people because you have the same
interests and attitudes » As soon as
we moved to this area, we felt that we
fitted in. + with » fien doesn't seem to
fit In with the ather children af school.
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. 2 ftin sthfsb, it sth/sbin: to
succeed in finding time to do

something or see someone » The
doctor said that he can fit me in at
4.30.

3 fit in: to arrange what you doin a
way that is convenient for someone
else » I a large family like ours,
everyone has to learn ta fit in. + with
» What's best for you? I'l try and fit in
with your scheduie.

4 fitin: if activities or arrangements fit
in, they can take place between other
arrangements without causing any
problems. + with » The dates you've
suggested fit in neatly with my own
plans.

5 fit in: to seem suitable in a particular
place, or with other things » The new
houses that they're building in the
village reaily don't fit in_ + with» I'm
laoking for a sofa that will fit in with
the room's general style.

6 where sb fits in also how sb fits in:
used to ask or say what part someone
has in a plan or situation » It sounds
like a great ideq, but how do { fit in?
» We'll need someane wha speaks
Russian, and that's where Som fits in.

i FITINWITH —
¢ 1 fitin with sth: to be suitable for or
i work successfully with another

system, idea, or method » These ideas
fit in well with traditional views of
language learning.

2 fit in with sth: if something fits in
with a particular idea, statement ete, it
says the same thing or has the same
effect » Sonny's behaviour did not fit
i with what | knew of him.

FIT INTO —

1 fit into sth: to become a suitable
part of a plan, situation, or system

» His policies did not easily fit into the
Marxist way of thinking. where sth fits
inta sth also hew sth fits Into sth

109

(=used to ask or say what part
someane or something has in a plan,
situation etc) » We reed to consider
how this software will fit into our
training programme.

2 fit into sth: to be the right kind of
person to be in a particular group or
situation and feel happy init» The
peopie living opposite us didn’t

seem to fit into owr smail community
af all.

3 Mt into sth: to seem to be of a
particular type or belong in a
particular group. fitinto a category/
pattern etc & His problems don't seem
to fit into any of the usual categories.
» George didna't fit into any
recognizable social type.

T QUT —

fIt out sb/ sth, fit sh/ sth out: to
pravide someone or something with
equipment, furniture, clothes etc

» The money we raise will be used for
[fltting out a new labaratory:

FIT UP —

1 fit up sby sth, fit sb/ sth up: to
provide someone or something with
the equipment, fumiture, clothes etc
they need » Anne and John spent their
hollday fitting up their first home.

2 fit up sb, fit sb up: to deliberately
make someone seem guilty of a crime,
although they are not » Jt was obvious
that they had been fitted up and were
innocent.

FIT WITH —

fit with sth: to say the same thing or
have the same effect as another
slatement, idea etc - The research
shows that girls study harder than
boys, and this certainly fits with our
experience.

FIX

FIXK ON —

fix on sth/ sb: to decide on a particular

FIX » FIZZLE

thing, date, or persan v They've finally
fixed an October 16th for thefr
wedding. » We taiked about the
money for a long time before we fixed
on a figure.

FIXUP —

1 fix up sth, fix sthup: to arrange
something such as a meeting or date
» Can we fix up a time wher we can
meet? fix up to do sth» Sorry, {'ve
already fixed up to go on holiday that
week,

2 fix up sb, fix sb up: to provide
someone with something that they
need » Jf you need anything,

come and see me. I'll fix you up.

+ with » When he came out of
prison, they fixed him up with a job
in a factory

3 fix sth up, fix up sth: to work on
something such as a building or
room in order to repair it or improve
it & We spent months fixing up the
old flat and make it reasonably
cpmfortable.

4 fix sb up, fix up sb: to provide a
suitable partner for someone to meet
in a romantic way. + with » i've been
trying to fix my sister up with some
fice guy for years.

5 fix up sth, fix sth up: to make
something quickly using whatever is
available » We fixed up a table, using
some old boxes.

& fix yourself up: to make yourself
look attractive, especially before a
special event » Zoe spent two hours
[fixing herself up for the Christinas
party.

FIZZLE

FIZZLE OUT —

fizzle out: to gradually end or
disappear, often in a disappointing
way » The rebeflion fizzied out aftera
cople of weeks.



FLAG » FLASH

FLAG
FLAG

DOWN —
flag down
sth, flag sth
down: to
make a
vehicle stop
by waving at
its driver» |
went outside and flagged down a taxi.
FLAG UP —

flag up sth, flag sth up: to bring
people's attention to a particular idea,
subject etc » The conference aims to
flag up concerns about the local
environment.

FLAKE

FLAKE OFF —

flake off, flake off sth: to break away
from a surface in small, very thin pieces
» The walls were damp, and some of
the white paint was floking off.

FLAKE OUT —

1 flake out; to suddenly fall asleep
because you are very tired » He was
sa exhausted that he floked out on the
sofa.

2 flake out: to forget to da something
that you promised to do » Paula
faked out and didn't get the tickets
for the play toright.

FLARE

FLARE OUT —

flare out: to say something suddenly
in an angry way. + at & Rothschild
flared out at fulio when she
questioned him.

FLARE UP +

1 flare up: if something such as
violence, an argument, or anger flares
up, it suddenly starts & Violence has
Pared up ogatn in the capital city.

w Anger flared up inside her.
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2 Rare up: to suddenly get very angry
with someone » Helen fiared up.
“Look what you've done!” she
shouted.
3 flare up: to get an iliness, pain etc
again after it had gone away or gat
better » The pain in my legs tends to
flave up when the weather's damp.
flare-up » when an iliness, pain etc
that you had befere suddenly comes
back or gets worse = A flare-up of
her arthritis had kept her in bed.
4 Rare up: to suddenly begin to burn
brightly » Danmiel lit a match and it
flared up in the dork

FLASH
FLASH ARDUND, als0 FLASH
ABOUT
1 flash your money around/ about: to
spend a lot of money in a way that is
very noliceable » Eddie’s afways
enjoyed flashing his money around.
2 flash sth around/ about: ta show
people that you have something
valuable w if you have jewellery with
you, don't go fleshing it around.
FLASH BACK TO —
flash back to sb/ sth: 1o suddenly
think of someone ar something in the
past b His mind flashied back forty
years to whot his father had once told
him.
Aashback n 1 a sudden memaory of
something in the past, often
something unpleasant. + to
» Rachel, z5, still has vivid
Pashbacks to the day when she was
attacked.
2 a scene in a film. play, or book,
that shows something that
happened in the past » In @ series of
flashbacks we follow the sisters
through their teenage years.
FLASH ON —
flash en sth: te suddenly remember
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something or have a new idea » {t was
then that | flashed on the idea of
spending Easter in Hawaii,

FLATTEN

FLATTEN OUT »

1 Matten out, flatten out sth, flatten
sth eut: to become, or make
something become, flat or flatter

» East of Richmaond, the countryside
begins to flatten out. » | opened the
map and flattened it out on my knee.
2 flatten out: if the rate or number of
something flattens out, it stops
Increasing » House prices have started
to flatterr out after years of steady
growth.

FLESH

FLESH OUT —+

flesh out sth, flesh sth out: to add
more details to a piece of writing, a
speech etc b Scott fleshes out the
original stary with details fram his
own imagination,

FLICK

FLICK OFF —

Mick off sth, flick sth off: to guickly
make an electric light, machine etc
stop working by pressing a switch
» Flicking off the downstairs lights,
she went upstairs.

FLICK ON —

flck on sth, flick sth on: to quickly
make an electric light, machine etc
start working by pressing a switch &/
Mlicked on the TV and took a can of
beer from the fridge.

FLICK THROUGH +

flick through sth: to quickly lock at
the pages of a book, magazine etc
» filly was lying on the sofa, flicking
through a magazine.

FLINCH

FLINCH FROM —
flinch fram sth: te avoid doing

i through his
address book.

FLATTEN » FLIP

something because you do not like it
or are afraid of it » He was a great
leader who never flinched from his
duty. not flinch from deing sth » Ruth
knew that she must not finch from
teliing him the truth.

FLING

FLING INTO —

fling yourself into sth: to suddenly
begin to take part in an activity with a
lot of determination or enthusiasm

» When the war ended, Party workers
flung themselves into the compaign
for free elections.

FLIP

FLIP FOR —*
Rip for sb: to suddenly begin to like
someone very much » Ben has reaily
flipped for Laura, hasn't he?

FLIP OUT -~

flip out: to become very excited, very
angry, or completely crazy » My
bayfriend flipped out when he saw me
with another guy.

FLIP OVER

1 flip over, flip over sth, flip sth aver:
to quickly turn over, or to make
something do this » The car went out
of contro! and flipped over onto its
roof.

2 flip over sth, flip over: to change to
another television channel. + to» 1 is
OK if  flip over to the news?

FLIP
THROUGH —
flip through
sth: to quickly
look at the
pagesof a
book,
magazine etc
» Alex was
flipping




FLIRT » FLOUNDER

FLIRT

FLIRT WITH -+

1 flirt with sth: to consider doing
something, or to be interested in
something, but not very seriously » i
the 305 he flirted briefly with fascism,
Flirt with the idea of » One or two of
them were flirting with the idea of
joifing a rock band.

2 flirt with danger/ death etc: to do
something that involves taking
unnecessary risks » The driver knew
he was flirting with death in every
race

FLOAT

FLOAT AROUND, G150 FLOAT

ABOUT —

1 be floating around/ about: if an idea
ar story is floaling around, a lot of
people are talking about it = There are
a lot of rumours floating about, but
nobady really knows what's going to
happen.

2 be flaating around/ about (sth):
used lo say that you know something
is somewhere near you, even (hough
you are not sure exactly where » That
book is definitely floating around the
house somewhere.

FLOOD

FLOOD BACK +

sth comes flooding back: if something
comes flooding back, you suddenly
remember it b As soon as she was
alone, ail her fears came flooding
back. it all comes flooding back

» Every time | hear that song, it all
comes flooding back.

FLOOD IN, @50 FLOOD INTO —
flood in, flood inte sth: to arrive
somewhere in very large numbers

» Letters of thanks have been flooding
it frac viewers.

112

FLOOD OUT

1 be flooded out: to be forced to leave
your home because of floods

» Hundreds of Londoners were
flooded out after the worst rain for
twenty years.

2 flood out: to leave a place in very
large numbers. + of » 200,000 people
were reported to be flooding out of
the countiy.

FLOOD WITH —

1 flood sth with sth: to send a large
number of letters, complaints, phone
calls el¢ into an organization

» Campaigners flooded the Governor's
office with angry letters of protest. be
floaded with calls/ complaints etc

® The telephone lines were flooded
with calls from pecple warting (o help.
2 flood sth with sth: to provide such
large amounts of something in a place
that it causes a problem ¥ A plot to
flood Britain with the drug Ecstasy has
been smashed by the police,

FLOP

FLOP

DOWN —
flop down: to
suddenly sit
or lie down
somewhere,
especially
because you
are tired.
+infonetc
w “U'm exhausted,” said Max, flopping
down in a bottered armchair,

FLOUNDER
FLOUNDER AROUND, also
FLOUNDER ABOUT —

i 1 Rounder around/ about: to move
 unsteadily and with difficulty,

i especially in water, mud etc » Men
: were floundering about in the water,
i splashing and yelling.
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2 flounder around/ about: to try hard
and with difficulty to think of what ta
say or what to do »  floundered
around, trying to think of the right
word.

FLOW

FLOW FROM —

flow from sth: to be the result of a
particular situation, event, plan etc
® Patients are already enjoying the
benefits flowing from this new
technology.

FLOW OVER

Now over sh: if a feeling flows aver
you, you suddenly feel it strongly » A
wave of sadness flowed over her.

FLUNK

FLUNK OUT —

flunk out: to be forced to leave school
or college because your work is not
good enough » if focob doesn’t study
mare, he's going to flunk out for sure.
+ of » Mulreney flunked out of law
schooal at 25.

FLUSH

FLUSH OUT —

1 Mush sbf sth out, flush out sb; sth:
to force a person or an animal to came
out of the place where they are hiding
» Armed police flushed the rebels out
without firing a shot.

2 Alush out sth, Alush sth out: to clean
something thoroughly by forcing a large
amount of waler or ather liquid through
It The radiators had to be token
outside and flusfied cut with a hose.
FLY

FLY AROUND, 050 FLY ABOUT —

My around/ about, iy around/ about
sth: if ramours, stories, ar accusations
otc are flying around, peaple are
talking about them a lot in an excited
way » Rumours were flying around
that the band was about to split up.

FLOW » FOB

FLY AT —

fly at sb: to suddenly rush towards.
someone because you are very angry
with them » The old man flew at her in
arage.

FLY BY

Ry by: if time flies by, it seems to pass
very quickly » They started talking
aboud old times, and the evening just
flew by.

FLY IN —

1 fly In: to arrive somewhere by pfane
+ from B Her sister flew in from New
York to be at the wedding.

2 fly sthy sb In: to bring something or
someone 1o a place by plane

» Cocafne is flown in from across the
border,

FLY INTO —

fly into a rage/ panic: to suddenly
become extremely angry or frightened
» Whenever his girlfriend tatked to
other men, joe would fly into a rage.
FLY OUT —

1 fly out: Lo go somewhere by plane

» We didn't fly out untif 12:30 last
nmight.

2 fly sthy sh out; to send semething or
someone to another place by plane

» As soon as the trouble began, all the
women and children were flown out.

FOB

FOB OFF —

1 fob off sb, fob sb off: to stop
someone complaining or asking
questions by giving them explanations,
excuses etc that are not Lrue. fob sb
off with sth» Alan tied to fob her off
with some story about iosing her
telephone number.

2 fab off sb, fab sb off: to make
someone accept something that is not
as good as what they really want. fob

i sboff with sth » Don't iet them fob
. you off with same cheap imitation.



FOCUS » FOLLOW

FOB OFF ON, ais0 FOB OFF ONTO
fob sth off an/ onto sb, fob off sth on/
onto sb: to persuade someone to do
or have something thal you do not
want b She always tries to fob the
warst jobs off onto me,

FOCUS

FOCUS ON, also FOCUS UPON —
focus on/upon sth/sb, focus sth

on/ upon: to give a lot of attention to a
particular thing or person instead of
others » At that time all her energy
was focused on her career, focus an
doing sth» Recent research has
focussed on studving the background
to the disegse,

FOG

BE FOGGED IN —

be fogged in: if a place or the peaple
there are fogged in, the place is
surrounded by low clouds so that it is
impossible to see much or travel
around » “We're completely fogged
in," safd Lisa Howard, a spokeswoman
for O'Hare Airport,

FOG UP

fog up, fog up sth, fog sthup: if glass.
fogs up, or something fogs It up, very
small drops of water cover it so that it
15 difficult 1o see through it » The cold,
wel air fogged up her glasses as soon
as she stegped oulside,

FOIST

FOIST (OFF} ON, also FOIST {OFF)
UPON —

foist sth (0ff) on/ upon sb: to force
someone to accept or deal with
something that they do not want &/
wish he wouldn't keep trying to foist
his prablems aff en other peaple.
FOLD

FOLD AWAY

1 fold sth away, fold away sth: to fold
something inta a small, neat, and
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usually flat shape » Can you fold away
the chairs and put them in the shed?

2 fold away: if furniture or equipment
folds away. it can be folded and made
smaller » The good thing about this
bed is that it folds away

FOLD IN, 2f50 FOLD INTD +

fold in sth, fold sth in, fold sth into
sth: to gently mix a food into a mixture
when you are cooking » Beat the egg
whites and fold them into the batter.
FOLD UP —

1 fold up sth, fold sth up: to fold
something into a small, usually flat
shape b She reached for the map and
folded it up neatly.

2 fold up: if something such as
furniture or equipment folds up, it can
be folded and made smaller » The

: table folds up for easy starage when

you're not using it.

: 3 fold up: if a business folds up, it

. closes permanently because it has not
: been successful v Experts predict that
: over 8,000 new businesses could fold
Poup

| FOLLOW

FOLLOW ON *
1 follow on: to happen after or as a
result of something else. + from » The
discussion groups are intended td
follow on from this morning’s lecture.
foltaw-on 1 something that happens
after or as the result of something
else » The new coursebook is a
follow-on of an earlier one.
2 follow on: to go somewhere at a
later time than someone else » The
twa climbers set off alone — the rest
were expecied to follow on later.
FOLLOW THROUGH —
1 follaw sth through, follow through
sth, follow through: to do what needs
ta be done In arder to make
something happen successfully
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» Peter has a lot of great ideas, but he
never seems to follow them through.
2 follow sth through, follow through
sth: to consider all the things that are
connected with an idea, suggestion
elc and what might result from it » {f
you foliow that idea through, you'lf
see it ends up being guite illagical.
FOLLOW THROUGH ON —
1 follow through en sth: 1o do what
you have promised, planned,
threatened etc to do. follow through
on a promise; threat etc = Officials
waited to see whether the terrorists
would follow throigh on their promise
to release the hostages.
2 follow through on sth: o deal with
something such as instructions or
complaints after you have received
them » The report found that
managers rarely followed through on
complaints from women in the
company.
FOLLOW UP —
1 follow up sth, follow sth up: to find
out more information about
something, and take action if
necessary b The police received a Hp
about the robbery, but they never
[followed it up.
2 follow up sth, follow sth up: to do
something soon after you have done
something else, especially in order to
make sure it is successful b The
treatment fs usuatly followed up by a
serles of check-ups ot the local
hospital,

follow-up v something that is done

after something else » The taiks

were a follow-up to the first meeting

in London.

foltow-up ap; done after and

resulting from something else

» They had a folfow-up session to

find out how much progress had

been made.

FOOL » FORCE

FOOL

FOOL AROUND, als0 FOOL ABOUT —
1 fool around/ about;: to behave in a
silly way for fun » We used to fool
oround a lot in class. » Stop fooling
abaut, will you! P'm trying to wark!

2 fool around/ about: o use
samething in a careless and often
dangerous way. + with » The fire was
started by some children who were
fooling obout with matches.

3 fool around, fool around sth: to go
around a place, especially in a car, on
a bicycle etc » She fools around o a
bicyele in her jeans.

4 fool around: to waste time doing
unnecessary things, or do something
much toa slowly = We have to get to
the suparmarket by five and he's just
fooling around!

FOOL WITH —

faol with sth: to touch, play with, or
keep changing something » He's
upstairs fooling with his computer.

FORCE

FORCE BACK

; force back sth, force sth back: to try

hard not to show your feelings,

i especially when you are upset. force

back tears » Forcing back her tears,
she waved goodbye from the raxi
windaw.

FORCE DOWN —

1 force down sth, force sth down: to
make yourself eat ar drink samething
with difficulty » f didn’t want to be
rude, so /! forced dowr the meal and
smited at my hosts.

2 force down sth, farce sth down: (o
force a plane to land » Offfeials forced
dowr about 20 planes carrying illego!
drugs.

FORCE ON, alS0 FORCE UPON »
force sth on/ upon sb: to make
someone accepl or do something,



FORGE » FREEZE

even though they do not want to
b Nancy always tries o force her
religious views on everyone else.

FORGE

FORGE AHEAD »

forge ahead: to make a lot of progress
and bacome more and more
successful » The on-line shopping
industry continues to forge ohead.

+ with » The president said he will

farge ahead with the economic reforms.

FORK
FORK OUT —
fork aut sth: to spend a lot of money
on semething » We had fo fork cut
£ao0 to fix our car.
FORK OVER —
fork sth aver, fork over sth: to give
someone something, especially
maney, even though you do not want
to & Taxpayers have forked over £1.1
bilfion in interest payments.
FOUL
FOUL UP —
1 foul up sth, foul sth up, foul up: to
do something badly or fail at
something » { really fouled up the final
exam - there's no way I'll pass the
COUFSE NOW,
foul-up 1 when someone does
something badly or fails at
something » The new minister puts
the blame firmly on foul-ups made
by the previous government.
2 foul up sth, foul sth up: to
completely spoil something such as a
plan, a situation, or a relationship & /
hope ! haven't fouled up alf your
plans.
3 foul up sth, foul sth up: to cause an
engine, machine, or system to stop
working properly = Problems with the
software fouled up the whole
computer system.
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foul-up » when an engine, machine,
or system stops working properly

» delays caused by air traffic contral
faul-ups

{ FOUND
i FOUNDED ON, al50 FOUNDED

UPON —

be founded on/ upon: to be based on
something, especially a particular idea
ar belief b Any relationship has to be
founded on some degree of trust.

FREAK

FREAK OUT —

1 freak out, freak sb out, freak out sh:
to suddenly feel very shocked,
warried, or frighlened, or 10 make
someone feel like this » My parents
freaked out when I quit school,

w When | first saw the film it really
freaked e out.

2 freak out: to suddenly start
behaving in a strange and
uncontrolled way ® The poor woman
freaked out completely, banging her
head against the wall and screaming.

FREE

FREE UP »

1 free up sth, free sth up: to make
something that is being used for one
thing, for example time or moneyy
available to be used for something
else » The budget cuts will free up £2

i billion, which can be used for other

profects,

2 free up sth, free sth up: to make a
system wark more easily and
effectively by getting rid of things that
prevent this from happening » We aim
to free up the econoniy by getting rid
of unnecessary rules and regulations.

FREEZE

FREEZE OUT —

freeze sb out, freeze out sb: to make it
impossible far someone to take part in
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samething, for example by ignoring
them or causing problems for them
| feel like Gary is trying to freeze
me out of his life. » Many peeple
feel that they have been frozen out
of the housing market by rocketing
prices.
FREEZE
OVER —
freeze over:
to become
covered with
ice » The

lake freezes
over for

much of the
winter.
FREEZE UP —
1 freeze up: to become blocked with
[ce and impossible Lo use b We left the
heating on in the house to stop the
pipes from freezing up.

a freeze up: to be unable to move,
speak, or do anything because you are
very nervous or frightened » He
[freezes up whenever the teacher asks
him a question.

3 Freeze up: if a machine, engine, etc
freezes up, Its parts stop moving and
It cannot be used » Inspectors belfeve
the traln's biakes froze up, causing a
wheel to skip off the tracks.

FRESHEN

FRESHEN UP —

1 freshen up: to quickly wash yourself
or make yourself look more tidy so
that you feel cleaner and more
comfortable & 1'd iike to freshen

up back at the hotel room before
dinner.

2 freshen up sth, freshen sth up: to
make something look cleaner, brighter,
and more attractive » Use flowers
[from the garden lo freshen up your
house.

FRESHEN » FRONT

FRIGHTEN

FRIGHTEN AWAY, 0[S0 FRIGHTEN
OFF —

1 frighten away sb/sth, frighten sb/
sth away, frighten off sb/ sth, frighten
sy sth off: to make a person of animal
go away by doing something that
makes them afraid » The boys threw
stones into the bushes to frighten

off the bears. » Reeves said he only
fired the pistol to frighten the man
away.

2 frighten away sb/ sth, frighten sb/
sth away, frighten off sb/sth, frighten
sb/ sth off: to make someone decide
not to do something they might have
done, by making them feel worried or
nervous k- The war has hurt the
ecanomy and has frightened away
many poetential investors who were
interested in the reglon.

FRITTER

FRITTER AWAY —

fritter away sth, fritter sth away: to
carelessly waste money or time on
unimportant things, especially in small
amounts over a long period of time

» His wife frittered away all thei;
savings on fancy clothes and trips into
town, » Kitty felt she was frittering her
fife away.

FRONT

FRONT FOR —

front for sb/ sth: to be the person or
organization used for hiding a secret
or illegal activity » The F8! suspected
that he was fronting for a gang of drug
smugglers.

FRONT ON, also FRONT ONTQ —
front on/ anto sth: if a building or
town fronts on something, it faces it

» My childhood home was d huge
Victorian house that fronted onto @
park,



FROST » FUSS

FROST

FROST OVER, als0 FROST UP —
frost over/ up: to become covered in
frost » When we woke up, the roorm
was freezing and the windows had
frosted aver.

FROWN

FROWN ON, als0 FROWN UPON —
frown on/ upon sby sth: to disapprove
of someone or something - It those
days divorce was still frowred on.

» Strict dieting is frowned upon by
most medical authorities.

FRY
FRY UP
fry up sth, fry sth up: ta quickly fry
food » Do you want me to fiy up some
eggs?
fry-up v a meal made of fried eggs,
sausages elc & He has a really
unhealthy diet — ail he ever eats is
fry-ups.
FUMBLE
FUMBLE AROUND, G50 FUMBLE
ABOUT —
fumble around/about: to move your
hands araund in order ta find
something or do something, but with
difficulty, for example because you
€aNnot See Or you are nervous
®» Frank fumbled around in the
darkness, unable to find the light
switch. + with » fohn awkwardly
fumbled around with the papers on
his desk.
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FUNCTION

FUNCTION AS —

function as sth: to have a particular
use or purpose » In the daytime the
dining room functions as an office.

FUR

FUR UP

fur up: if the inside of a pipe or kettle
furs up, it becomes covered with a
hard grey substance which is formed
by chemicals in the water » There's a
lot of chatk in the water, and the ketile
tends to get all furred up.
FURNISH

FURNISH WITH =

furnish sb/ sth with sth: to provide
something that is needed or wanted
» He sfould be able to furnish you

 with the information you need.

© FUSS

FUSS AT —

fuss at sb: (o tell someone
continuously that you do not like
something about them » The girls’
mother fussed at them, saying their
clothes were sloppy and their hair was

I too fong.
FUSS OVER *
fuss aver sb/sth: to give someone or
something a lot of attention, %

especially in a way that is unnecessary
or annoying & My aunts and uncles
always fuss over me when | stay at
thefr house. » Karen spent an hour
fussing over her hair.
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Gg

GABBLE

GABBLE ON, alS0 GABBLE AWAY —
gabble on/ away: to talk quickly for a
long time in a way that is boring or
difficult to understand » She spent the
whale journey gabbling on about her
last holiday.

GAD

GAD ABOUT, 050 GAD AROUND
gad about/ around: to go to many
different places to enjoy yourself,
especially when you should be doing
something else & I'n stuck at home
with the kids while he’s gadding about
with his friends!

GAIN

GAIN ON —

1 gain on sb/sth: to gradually get
closer to a person, car etc when you
are chasing them & Max turned and
saw that the police car was gaining on
them.

2 gain on sthfsb: to gradually improve
compared to something ar someone
else » In the 19805 women’s wages
started seriously gaining on men’s for
the first time.

GALLIVANT

GALLIVANT ABOUT, (/50 GALLIVANT
AROUND —

gallivant about/ around, gallivant
around sth: to spend time going to
different places to enjoy yourself

» Bob's wife spent six manths
galliventing around Europe while he
was in hospital,

GALLOP
GALLOP THROUGH
gallop through sth: to do something

GABBLE » GANG

or say something very quickly in order
to finish it as soon as possible » The
priest galloped through the service as
fast s he could.

GALVANIZE

GALVANIZE INTQ —

galvanize sb inta sth: 1o make
someone suddenly realize that they
musl slart doing something. galvanize
sh Into action » The urgency of his
voice galvanized the staff into action.

GAMBLE

gamble sth
away, gamble
away sth: (o
lose lots of
money or
possessions by playing card games,
1rying to win maney at races etc and
not winning & He gambied away his
entire fortune on the horses.
GAMBLE ON —

gamble on sth: to make your plans
according to what you hope will
happen, even though this is not
certain b They were gambling on
reaching the summit before the snow
started faling again.

GANG

GANG TOGETHER —

gang together: to join together in a
group, especially to oppose someone
» The smaller supermarkets are
ganging together to beat the bigger
ones at their own game.

GANG UP —

gang up: to join together in a group to
attack or oppose someone. +on & She
felt we were all genging up an her,

+ against » His rivals ganged up

: agafnst him and forced him to give up
1 the Party leadership.



GAS » GET

GAS

GAS UP —

gas up, gas sth up, gas up sth: to put
petralinto a car or ather vehicle

> We'd better gas up before we get on
the freeway.

GATHER

GATHER AROUND, G50 GATHER
ROUND —

gather around sb/ sth, gather round
sb/ sth, gather around/round: to
come together and form a group
around someone or something

» A small crowd of admirers gathered
around her after the concert.

GATHER IN —

gather In sth, gather sth in: to collect
a group of things together and store
them somewhere, especially farm
craps » The farmers were out in the
fields, gathering in the harvest.
GATHER ROUND 58€ GATHER
ARQUND —

GATHER UP —

1 gather sth up, gather up sth: to
collect things from different places in
arder to take or put them somewhere
» She gathered up her things and
quietly left the office.

2 gather sth up, gather up sth: to pull
cloth together, especially in folds

» lenny gathered up the curtain
materiol and stitched it together.
GEAR

GEAR T0, /50 GEAR TOWARD, GEAR
TOWARDS —

be geared to sth/sb, be geared
towards sth/ sb: to be designed in a
way that is suitable for a particular
purpose, situation, or type of person
» All of cur holidays are geared to
maximum fun. » a fitness programme
which is geared towards the needs of
older people
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i GEAR UP —»
: gearup: to prepare for something that

is going to happen soon. + for » The
whole region is starting to gear up for
the tourist season. gear yourself up
» They have been gearing themseives
up for the launch of their rew
comptiter.

GEN

GEN UP —

1 be genned up: to know a lot about a
particular subject » Why don't pou ask
Sue? She's pretty genned up about
that sort of thing.

2 gen up: to find out all the
information you can about something.
+on kit a good idea to gen up on
the company before you go to an
interview.

GET

GET ABOUT —

1a. get about: 1o be able to move
around and gel to places without
much difficulty » My grandfather’s
eighty now, and he doesn’t get about
much, » Phil had broken his leg, but
could still get about on crutches.

b. get about: to travel around a city or
area » Bicycles are stilf the best way of
getting about in Cambridge.

2 get about: if news or informatton
gets about, a lot of people hear about
it “Who told you that! “Well, you
know how things get about in a smafl
town.” word gets about (=when a lot
of people hear about something)

» Word had got about that the
company was in trouble.

3 get abaut: to travel to a lot of
different places » Tommy certainly
gets about - last month he was in
Japan, and now they've sent him to
Singapore.

GET ABOVE

get above yourself: to think that you
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are more important than you really are
» That guy's getting above himself -
he's onfy been jn the job a few weeks
and he thinks he runs the place.

GET ACROSS —

. get sth across, get across sth: to
succeed in making someone
understand an idea or message. geta
point/ message across » Animal
rights activists held a demonstration
outside the store to get their point
across.

b. get across: if an idea or message
gets across, someone succeeds in
making people understand it » Fhe
message about safe sex isn’t getting
across to many young peaple.

GET AFTER —

1 get after sb/ sth: to chase someone
or something & You'd belter get after
yaur dog! He's in the garden next doar
agair.

a get after sb: to tell someone to do
something and remind them again and
again » Paul’s mother olways gets
after him for leaving the kitchen in a
mess.

GET AHEAD —

get ahead: to make good progress in
your Job » Work hard and you'll get
ahead - it's as simpie as thot.

GET ALONG —

1 get along: to deal with a job or
situation, especially when you make
fpood progress with it » john'’s getting
along really well in his job - his boss
thinks he's wonderful. how is sb
getting along? (=used to ask how
womeone is dealing with a new job or
situation) » How's your daughter
getling ofong at university? + with

* "How are you getting along with the
painting?” “Fine - it’s almost done.”

2 get along: if two or more people get

along, they have a friendly relationship.

+ with » Rachel doesn’t get along

GET

 with her ded af all. get along well

¢ (together) » “How's your new

: roommate?” “Greal — we get along

i really well together.” be easy/ difficult

to get along with = I've always found
him @ bit difficult to get along with.
get along like a hause on fire (=get
along very well) » it was clear that he
and Simane were getting along like @
house on fire.

3 | must be getting along: used to tell
someone that you must leave,
because you have things ta dow Weli,
I must be getting alang - the kids'll be
home from school soon.

GET AROUND —

1a. get around, get around sth: to
travel around a city or area » One of
the best ways to get around
Amsterdam is by boat.

b. get around: to be able to move
around places without much difficulty
» Even though she's over go, she stifl
gers around pretty well.

2 get around sth: if you get around a
problem, you find a way of dealing
with it, especially by avoiding it

» There’s no way your mother con stay
here — we'll just have to get around it
somehow. » Experienced shoplifiers
often find ways to get around security
systems.

3 get around sth: to find a legal way of
doing something that a law or rule
was intended lo prevent » Most
cormpanies are looking for ways to get
around the {ax lows.

4 get around: if news or information
gets around, a lot of people hear

© aboutit» The rumours are alreddy
: starting to get around. word gels

. around (=many people hear about

i something) » Word riust have go!

. around that the band was staying

: there, and by evening the hotel was
i surrounded by reporters,



GET

5 get around sb: to gently persuade
someone to do what you want by
being friendly ta them » “Won't your
dad mind? “"Don't worry —{ know how
to get around him."

6 get around: to travel 1o a lot of
different places » Steve’s just come
back from Hong Kong - he certainly
gets around.

7 there’s no getling around sth: used
when you are mentioning an
unpleasant fact that cannot be
changed or ignored » He didn't love
fis wife anymaore, There was no
gelting around ft.

GET AROUND TO —

get around to sth: to finally do
something that you have been
intending to do for some time » [ kep!
meaning ta write to him, but | fust
never got around to Jt. get around to
doing sth » One day I'll get araund to
fixtng that tag.

GET AT —

1 what sb is getting at: what someone
really means, when they are not saying
it directly » ! see what you're getting
at, but | think you're wrong, what are
you getting at? » What are you getting
at? Are you trying to suggest that |
knew something about it?

2 get at sth: to succeed in reaching of
getting something » The baok you
warnt js up there. You'll have to stand
on a chair to get at it » software that
enables you to get at the information
you need more guickly

3 get at the truth also get at the focts:
to discover the truth about a situation
w The film is about @ government
investigator determined to get at the
truth when his friend disappears.

4 get at sb/ sth: to reach someone or
samething and attack or harm them

» An angry crowd surrounded the van
i an attempt to get at the prisoner.
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5 get at sb: o crilicize someone in an
unfair and annaying way » Rob feels
as if he's being got at all the time.

6 get at sb: to threaten the people
who decide whether someone is guilty
in a court af [aw, in order to influence
their decision # At least eight
members of the jury hod been got at.
GET AWAY —

: 1getaway: o succeed in leaving a

place or a person, especially when this
is difficuit » She just wouddn't stop
talking — { couldn't get away. + from
» People come to the national park to
get away from city neise end traffic.
2 get away: to escape from someone
who is chasing you & The two men got
away in @ blue pickup truck, + with
» Thieves got away with a million
dollars" worth of jewellery.
getaway N if you make a getaway,
you escape after doing something
illegal » He made his getaway in a
waiting taxi.
getaway 2pi a getaway vehicle is
used by thieves to escape after they
have stolen something w Smith's
girlfriend hod driven the getawoy
ear.
3 get away:
to take a
holiday away
from the
place where
you normally
live » Are you
going to be
able ta get i
away this summer? get away from it
all (=have a relaxing haliday) » an
istand paradise, the perfect place to
get away from it all
getaway N a relaxing holiday
» Valentine's Day is the perfect time
for a romantic getoway.
4 get away!: used to say that you are

e s e
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very surprised by something ¢r do not
believe it » “Simon asked me to marry
him.” "Get away!”
GET AWAY FROM ~+
1 get away from sth: to start dumg or
thinking about something in a new or
different way » We need to get away
from the old idea that the doctor
knows everything.
2 get away from sth: to begin to talk
about other things, rather than the
subject you should be discussing» f
think we are getting away from the
main issue.
3 there's no getting away from sth
also you can't get away from sth:
used when talking about an
lmnleasanl fact that cannot be ignored
» ff you want to lose weight, you have
1o give up alcohol - you can’t get
away from it.
GET AWAY WITH —»
1 get away with sth: to not be noticed
or punished when you have dane
something wrong. get away with it
» The boy was being incredibly rude,
and his mother just let him gef away
with it! get away with doing sth » /
don’t know how they manage to get
away with paying such low wages. get
away with sth » They were identical
Iwins, and so cute they could get away
with anything. get away with murder
(=do something serious and not be
punished for it) » These are peaple
with money and infivence, so they can
et away with murder.
a get away with sth: to be able to do
womething that it is not the best thing
to do, but that is acceptable » f think
we can get away with one coar of
{rafnt on the ceiling.
GET BACK —
1 get back: to return to a place after
poing somewhere else » We'th
piobably get back at about nine. w I'm

GET

tred. We got back reafly late fast
night.

2 get sth back: 1o have something
given back to you » Did you get your
books back from your sister? get your
money back (=when a shop or
company returns money that you paid
for something) » If they cance! the
show, will we get our meney back?

3 get sb back: to do something to
harm or embarrass someone, in order
to punish them for harming or
embarrassing you » His wife got him
back by selling his Rolis Royce for
£100. + far » ' get you back for thist
4 get sb back: to persuade someone
to start having a relationship with you
again » "Do you thintk she's irying to
get him back?" asked Melissa,
anxiousty.

5 get back!: used to tell someone to
move away from something or
someone » Get back, he's got a gun!
GET BACK AT —+

get back at sb: to do something to
hurt or harm someone, in order to
punish them for hurting or harming
you » Then she started dating my ex-
boyfriend, just o get back at me.

+ for » The court heard how the man
fad kidnapped his boss to get back ot
her for firing fim.

GET BACK INTO —

get back into sth: Lo start doing a job
or activity again after not doing it for a
period of time » The children were
growing up, and | decided [ wanted to
get back into nursing. » | hadn’t done
any exercise for a long time, so it took
me a while to get back into it.

GET BACK TO —

1 get back to sth: to start doing
something again alter stopping doing
it for a period of time » / found it really
hard getting back to studying after my
vacation. get back to sleep = judy



GET

woke up in the midele of the night
and couldn't get back to sleep.

2 get back to sh: to talk to someone
again at a later time, especlally by
telephone » 'l get back to you about
the job within the next few days.

3 get back to sth: Lo starl talking
about something afler not talking
about it for a period of time » As
usual, we got back te the subject of
money.

GET BACK TOGETHER —

get back together: Il people who are
married or who used to have a
relationship get back together, they
start having a relationship again » Do
you think Eleartor and Mark will get
back together?

GET BACK WITH —

get back with sb: to start having a
relationship with someone again, after
spending a period of time apart

» ! dan't think there's much chance of
me getting back with hint after all this
time.

GET BEHIND —

1 get behind: if you get behind with a
regular payment such as rent, you
have not paid it when you should
have. + with » The couple are six
months behind with their mortgage
repayments. + on b Wemner started to
get behind on his rent after he lost his
fob.

2 get behind: if you get behind with
your work, you have not done as much
as you should have » 'm warried that
if 1 stay off sick 1"l get behind. get
behind with your work » Lauren was
getting behind with her work, but
there was no ape to turn to,

3 get behind sb/sth: to support or
encourage someone ar something

» The England fans were greot. They
really got behind us.
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GET BY —

1 get by: to have or know just enough
of something 1o deal with a situation,
but not enough lo make it easy » “Can
you speak French?” “f know enough to
get br." + on » He routinely works
14-hour days, getting by on four or
five hours of sleep a night.

2 get by: 1o have encugh money to
buy the things you need to live, but no
mare & He only earns just enough to
get by, get by on £200 etc » “f have
fomilies in my district trying to get by
an £4.25 an hour,” Green said.

3 get by: 1o pass something that was
preventing you from continuing » Cars
pulled fnto the side of the road ta let
the ambutance get oy

GET DOWN —

1 get down: v

to move so BN

that your 4 !
bodyisina

position S
close to the
ground & Tivo
men burst in with guns: “Everyone get
down! Ger down an the floor!” get
down on your hands and knees
(=kneel with your hands on the floar)
v Every morning my grandmother
would get down on her hands gprd
knees and wash the kitchen floor. get
down on your knees {=kneel,
especially to pray) » For the first time
in his life, he got down on his knees
and prayed.

2 get sth down: 1o succeed in reducing
the amount or number of something
P 40 members of staff were made
redundant in an attempt to get costs
down. + 1o » The government has got
inflation down fo 4%.

3 get sb down: if a situation gets you
down, it makes you feel increasingly
unhappy and tired » {d been
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unemployed since | left college, and it
was really getting me down. let shf sth
get you down » Shie refused to let her
liness get her down.

4 get sth down: to write something
qulckly, especially so that you do not
forget it » Let me get your number
down before | forget it, get sth down
on paper (=write something instead of
Just thinking or saying it) » You should
get ail your ideas down on paper
before you start.

5 get sth down: to succeed in
swallowing food or drink, especially
when this is difficult » My throet was
still sore and | couldn't get anything
down.

GET DOWN ON  ~

get down on sh: to criticize someone
continuously over a periad of time

» The press shouid stop getting down
on our troops.

GET DOWN TO —

get down to sth: to finally make a
serious effort to start doing something
» After Christmas 'm going ta get
down to some serious jobhunting.

» By the time we got down fo work,

It was aiready 10.30. get down to
dolng sth » f must get down to writing
that letter. get down to business
(=start deallng with the most
Impartant things) » There’s o lot ta get
through today, so let’s get down to
business.

GETIN —

1 get In: to go Into something such as
o car or small boat » Evic held the boat
steady while the children got in.

2 get In: to be allowed to enter a place
w There's a new club opened fn town,
but you have to be 21 to get in.

3 get In: to succeed in entering a place
» How did you get in? | thought the
door was locked.

4 get in: to arrive at your home or at
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work & Listen, I'lf ask Mike to call you
when he gets in

5 get in: if a train, ship, or plane gets in
al a particular time, it arrives at that
time » What time does your trafn get
in? +tor We gel in to Dalfas around
noon.

6 get sh in: to arrange for someone to
come to your home, office etc to do a
job & The washing machine isn't
working - we'd belter get someane in
to fix it.

¢ 7getsthin, get in sth: to find the time
: todo something even though you

have other things to do » 1 want to

get a couple of hows' work in before

1 go out. » We need to get some

i more practice in before the

performance.

8 get sth In: to give or send something
to someone before a particular time or
date » Please get your assigriments it
by Thursday. » Did you get that
application form in?

o get in: if a politician or political
party gets in, they are elected » The
Demociats got in with a huge majority.
10 get sthin: 1o go outside and gather
things together, and put them in a
place where they will not be spoiled
by the weather » Can you help me get
the washing in?

11 get in: to succeed in getting a place
al a university, college etc » Students
who don't have at feast a B grade
don’t have a chance of geiting in,

12 get sth in: to buy a supply of
something you need and bring it home
» We need to get some food in - Il
go to the supermarket on my way
home.

13 get sb in: if a shop, theatre etc gets
people in, it attracts them in» We're
putting on a special pramotion to try
and get people in.
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14 get in first: to say something
before the person that you are
compeling or arguing with is able to
sdy anything & She started to speak,
but he got in first. "Where the blazes
have you been?”.

GET IN ON —+

getin on sth: to start doing something
that other people are planning,
because you think you will get an
advantage » Refaiters are all rushing
to get it on the lntemnet shopping
boom. get in on the act {=get in on
something that seems to be
successful) » They started offering
cut-price flights, and now other
airfines are getting in on the act.

GET INTO —+

1 get into sth, get sb into sth: to
become involved in, or get someone
involved in, an unpleasant or difficult
situation » These are dangerous men!
Have you any idea what you are
getting into? get (yourself) into
trouble/a mess » These kids get into
all sorts of trouble while their parents
are at work. get sb into trouble/ a
mess b They got us into this mess —
#'s up to them to get us out of it.

2 get into a fight/ argument etc: o
become involved in a fight or
argument » Ryan got into a shouting
match with the coach, and then
stormed out of the club.

3 get into sth: 1o start to do
something regularly. get Into the habit
of doing sth » Get into the habit of
taking regulor exercise. get into a
routine {=start doing things regularly,
at the same time every day or week)
» The work seemed overwhelming at
first, but I soon got into a routine,

4 getinto sth: to be accepted as a
student by a college or university

» My father was sure he would get
into Oxford without any trouble.

i they are tog
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5 get into sth: to be accepted as a
member of a sports team » | practised
every day. determined to get fnto the
school football team.

6 get into sth: to succeed in getting a
particular job or working in a
particular area » She wanted to get
into environmental faw. » TV can be @
very difficult business to get into,

7 get into a state/ panic etc: to
become upset, anxious, frightened etc
» David got fnto a terrible state over
his exoms, » Whes the children didn't
arrive, she got into o ponic and
phoned the police.

8 get into sth: to became interested in
a book, film, piece of music etc, so
that you want ta read, see, or hear
mare & | tried to read “Moby Dick”
when | was at college, but | just
couldn't get inta it

9 get into sth: to start talking about a
particular subject » Before we get into
a debate ebout funding, ('d just like to
make o few announcements.

10 what’s got into sb?: used to show
that you are surprised hecause
someane is behaving in a very strange
way b “This is crazy!” he said. "What's
the fhell’s got into you™

11 can't get
into: if you
cannot get
into clothes,

small for you
> It's a lovely
dress buf i'm
too fat to get
into jt now.
12 get into pawer alsc get into
goverrment: to start having political
control of a country » I'm leaving the
country if that party gets into power
again.

13 get into groups/threes etc: to form
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small groups so that you can work
fogether with ather people » Could
you get into groups of abowt four, and
come up with some possible solutions.
GET IN WITH —

get in with sb: to become friendly with
someone, especially to get an
advantage for yourself » She hod
married a rich man, and then used fis
money to get i with the city's social
elite, get in with the wrong crowd
(=become friendly with people who
Influence you to behave badly)

» Shanie wasn't @ bad kid - she just
got in with the wrong crowd.

GET OFF -

1 get off sth, get off: if you get offa
bus, plane, large boat, train etc, you
leave it » They saw Edwin getting off
the ferry and raced to meet him. » This
Is where I get off - I'! call yau!

2 get off, get off sth: to leave your
place of work when you have finished
waork for that day » / get off early on
Friday, so maybe we could go fora
drink or something?

3a. get off: to leave the place where
YOu ate OF start a journey w What time
do you want te get off in the morning?
+ to w Right, Il get off to the shops
and get her the stuff that she wants.
b, get sh off: to help someone,
especially a child, so that they are
ready to leave a place. + to » !l come
round after I get the kids off to school.
4a. get off: to not be punished for a
crime or something you have done
wrong » If he gets off, it's because he
has a smart lawyer. get off with a
fine/ 2 months etc (=get a
punishment that is less severe than
you deserve) » if she’s very lucky, she
may get off with a fine, get off lightly
(=get a punishment that is less severe
than you deserve) » You got off lightly.
You could have been sent to prison.
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b. get sb off: if a lawyer gets a criminal
ofl, he or she succeeds in persuading
the court that the criminal should not
be punished » i know a man who
kifled his wife. His lawyer got him off
an a pleg of temporary insanity.

5 get off sth, get sh off sth: to stop
being dependent on something that
you used la do or have regularly, or lo
make semeone else do this » [ wonted
to get off drugs, but my family
wouldn't support me. » goverment
plans to get people off welfare ond
inte work

6 get off the phone: to stop using

the telephone & {'m waiting for jill

to get off the phone, so { can cafl
Harry.

7 get off!, get off sth!: used (o tell
someone 10 stop touching you or stop
touching something » Get off those
chocalates — they're mine!

B get sth off: to send a letter, package
etc by mail & / have to get this
application off today. +tow 'l get
that confirmation letter off to you as

: quickly as possible.
;g gel off sih, gL sb off sth: to sop
: talking about a subject and talk about

something else, or Lo make somecne

: else do this » Can we get off politics
i and tolk about something else for a
i change?w Try to get him off the

subject of work.
10a. get off: to succeed in gaing to

: sleep, especially when this is difficull

get off to sleep » When she finaliy gt
off to sleep, she was tortured by

dreadful nightmares,

b. get sb off: to succeed in making a
baby go to sleep » Duncen's upstairs
trying fo get the baby off

i 11 get off sth: ta succeed in daing
i something » They failed to get off o
i single goal.
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12 where does sb get off doing sth?:
used when you think someone has
done something 1o you that they have
no right to do » Where does he get off
telling me how to live my life?

13 tell sh where ta get off: to speak
angrily to someone because what they
have done, said, or asked is
unreasonable or rude » “Morris asked
me to wark late again." "t hope you
told him where to get off."

GET OFF ON —

get off on sth: if you get off on
something, it gives you a feeling of
pleasure and excitement » This guy
enjoys scaring people - he gets off on
that kind of thing.

GET ON *

1 get on: if two or more people get on,
they have a friendly relationship.

+ with » “How do you get on with
Julie?” “Qh, fine.” get on well
(together) » fanet’s a lovely person.
We've always got on well together. be
easy/ difficult to get on with » 've
always found him a bit difficult (o get
on with. nat get on » Those two really
don't get on, do they?

2 get on sth, get on: to go onto a bus,
train, boal, plane etc » { got on the
troin at Glasgow and immediately felf
asleep.

3 get an: to deal with a job or
situation, especially when you da it
successfully and make progress

v Martin's getting on very well in his
aew job. how is sh getting on? (=used
to ask how someone is dealing with a
new job or situation) - How's your
daughter getting on in New York?

+ with » How are you getting on with
your research project?

4 how did you get on?: used to ask
someone about the result of their visit,
examination elc » “How did you get on
at the interview?” “All right, ! think.”
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5 get on, get on with sth: to continue
doing something that you were doing
befare » i fike to stap and chat, but |
really must get on. +with» Get on
with pour work! = We should let the
government get on with the business
of running the country. get on with it!
(=used ta tell someone to work faster}
» Came on, get on with jt! We haven't
got all day!

6 get on: Lo be successful in your joh
50 Lhat you can progress to a more
important jab & That new guy's very
keen — yot! con see he really wanis to
get on. +in» If you want to get on in
palitics, you have to take every
opportunity that comes your way.

7 be getting on: if someone is getting
an, they are getting old » We're both
getting o now, and we con’t travel
about like we used to.

8 get on the phone aiso get an the
telephone: to start talking to someone
on the telzphone. + to = He got on the
phone to the company and told them
we were cancelling our order.

g it's getting on also time's getting
on: used to say that it is getting late

w We'd better get started - time's
getting on.

GET ON AT

get on at sb: to keep criticizing
someone b My mother’s always
getting on at me — she says my roem’s
a disgrace.

GET ON FOR —

be getting on for 9o/ £500 etc: to be
almost a particular age, time, number,
ar price » Her grandad must be
getting on for eighty. » | shouid be
going home - it must be getting on for
rmidnight.

GET ONTO, GlS0 GET ON TO —

1 get onto sth: to begin to talk about a
particular subject, after you have been
talking about something else » [ don’t
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know how we got on to this, but we
were just talking chout funerals. » As
usual we got onto the subject of
money. :

a get onto sb: to phone or write to a
person of organization » “Did you get
on to the electrician?” “Yes, he's
coming fomorrow.”

3 get onto sb: to find out about
someone wha is doing samething
wrong or illegal » The police got onto
Robertson just as he was plenning to
leave the country.

4 get onte sth: 1o be elected as a
member of a committee, political
organization etc » Her palitical career
began when she got onto the local
council in 1979.

5 get onto sth: to succeed in being
accepled on a course elc b XS an
excellent programme, but it’s really
difficult ta get onto it.

6 get onto sth: to start dealing with a
problem in an effective and
determined way » Qur new solicitor
ot ento the case and won us £2,000
compensation.

GET OUT —

1 get out: to get out of a car, train,
small boat etc = We all got out and
helped to push the car. + of » [ got gur
of the taxi and paid the driver.

2a. get out: to manage to escape from
a place » How did the dog manage to
get out? + of » Nobody’s managed to
get out of the jail in over 5o years. get
out alive » e were lucky to get out
alive, The whole building was on fire.
b. get sb out: to help someone ta
escape from a place » There were fwo
people trapped in the fiouse, but
firefighters manoged to get them oul.
3 get sth out: to take something out of
a bag, cupboard, container ete »  got
my phrase book out and [ooked up the

4 gel out!:
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word for “passport”. + of » Kelly got a
battle of pills out of her handbag.

R L
used to <\,
rudely or
angrily order
someone to
leave a room
or a building

o Get out! I'm trying to do my
* homework. + of » Miriam was shaking

with anger: “Get out of this house
now!™

5 get out: 1o manage to leave an
unpleasant situation » After mrearly

i five years in the Navy, he decided he

had to get out. + of = 've got to get
our of this relationship or Il §o trozy.
6 get out: to go to different places in
order to meet people b You need to
get out more and build up some kind
of social life. » It's difficult to get out
when you've got young children.

¢ 7 getout: if news or information gets
< out, people hear about it, even though

it is supposed to be secret » if this
gets oui, 'l probably lose my job.

¢ word gets out (=people hear a secret)

» Word got ot that the band would
be arriving in London that evening.

8 get sth out: to succeed in saying
something when this is very difficult

» She was so upset she couldn’t get
the words out at first,

g9 get sth out: to succeed in producing
something, so that it Is available for
people to buy » We have to get the
album out in time for Christmas.

10 get sth out: to remove dirt from
cloth. + of » [ couldn’t get that stain
out of your biue dress.

GET OUT OF —

1 get out of sth: to avoid doing
something that you have promised to
do or are supposed to do & {'ve gof o
meeling at 2.00, but I'll see if 1 can get
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out of it. get out of doing sth » He’s
not really fll - he's fust trying to get
out af gaing to school,

2 get sth out of sb: to force or
persuade someone to tell you or give
you something » The police finally
moraged (o get the information out of
him after & hours of questioning. » We
are trying to get move money out of
the government to help fund the
project.

3 get sth out of sth: to get enjoyment
from doing semething, or to think that
it was useful » The more work you put
into something, the more you get out
of it. get pleasure/ satisfaction out of
sth ! get a lot of satisfaction out of
what ! do for a lfving,

4 get out of sth: to stop a habit, or to
stop doing an activity that you did
regularly. get out of the habit of deing
sth» My mother just can't get out of
the habit of telling me what to do.
GET OVER —+

1 get over sth/ sh: 1o begin to feel
better after a shock or bad experience.
Bet over sth = it’s been a terrible
shock, losing her job like this - she
needs time to get aver it. get over sb
(=stop feeling upset about a
relationship that has ended) » f#t's
been over a year since you split up
it’s about time you go! over him,

2 get over sth: to get well again after
an illness » He's still trying to get over
that bout of flu he had.

3 get aver sth: to succeed in
controlling feelings of fear or
nervousness » If you can fust get over
your nerves, you should pass your
drfving test easily.

4 get sth over, get aver sth: to
succeed in communicating ideas so
that other people understand them,
get a point/ message etc over » Anti-
sioking campaigners are using o
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series of commercials to gel their
message over to the public. get over
to sb that » We're trying 1o get over to
people that they must drive more
slowly in built-up areas,

5 get over sth: to successfully deal
with a problem or difficulty » We got
over the prablem of worker fatigue by
insisting on regular breaks throughout
the day.

6 can't get aver sth: used to say that
you are very surprised or shocked by
samething & | con't get over the way
you ook - you've lost so mwch weight!
7 get sth over: to do and finish
something unpleasant that you have
to do » The bridegroom looked as if
he just wanted to get the whale thing
over as quickly as possible.

GET OVER WITH ~»

get sth over with: to do and finish
something unpleasant or difficult thal
you have to do » { just want to get
these exams aver with. get sth over
and done with {=get something over
with) & It's going to be hard to tell her
the news, but the sooner we get it
over and done with the better,

GET ROUND +

1 get round sth: if you gel round a
problem, you find a way of dealing
with it, especially by avoiding It

» We're having a problem with one of
the machines, but we'll get round it
somehow.

2 get round sth: to find a legal way of
daing something that a law or rule
was intended to prevent » Arms
manufacturers found ways of getting
round the ban on trade.

3 get round: if news or information
gets round, a lot of people hear about
it » News soon got round that Nick
was back in fown. word gets round
(=many people hear something)

» Word soon gof round that they were
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selling off their stock at bargain
prices.

4 get reund sb: to gently persuade
someone to do what you want by
being friendly to them b Freddie knows
exactly how fo gef round his mum.

5 there's no getting round sth: used
when talking about an unpleasant fact
that cannot be changed or ignored

» There's no getting round the fact
that racism remoins a problem in
many of our institutions.

6 get round ta sth: to finally do
something that you have been
intending to do far a long time » [
always meant to learn fo drive, but
somehow [ never got round to it get
round to doing sth » When the office
finally got round to answering my
fetter, it was too late.

GET THROUGH —

1 get thraugh sth, get sb through sth:
to deal with a difficult experience or
period of your life and come ta the
end of it, or to help someone to do
this » it's going to be hard to get
through the next couple of days. » it
waos his determinotion ond sense of
humour that got him through the
erisls,

2 get through: to succeed in talking to
someone on the telephone » Dave's
been trying to call them all day, but he
Just couldn't get through. + to» When
I finally got through to the helpline,
they put me in a quewing system for
half an hour.

3 get through sth: to finish something
that you are doing » i've gotf some
work left to do, but | should get
through it fairly quickly.

44. get through sth: to pass a test or
examination, or successfully complete
a course » {f you can get through the
Initial exams, you shouldn't have too
tany problems after thot.

GET

b. get sb/sth through sth: to do what
is necessary to help sormeone or
something pass a test or examination
» A good school does more than fust
get its students through their exams.
5a. get through, get through sth: if a
new law or plan gets through, i
becomes officially accepted by a
parliament, committee etc » The
Council meets on Wednesday, and
we're hoping that these proposals will
get through.

b. get sth through, get sth through
sth: if a government, president etc
gets a new law or plan through, it
becomes officially accepted » The
govertment had intended to get the
bill thraugh before Christmas.

6 get through, get sth through: to
succeed in reaching a place in spite of
difficulties, or succeed in sending
something there » The Red Cross
parcels were not getting through, and
refugees were beginning to starve.

» Qur priority is to get vito! supplies
through as quickly os possible.

7 get through sth: to spend a lot of
money, ac uge a lot af samething such
as food or drink » She gets through at
leost £200 every weekend,

GET THROUGH TO —

1 get through to sh: to succeed in
making someone understand
something, especially when this is
difficult » What do you have to do (o
get through to these stupid people!
get it through to sb that » You must
try to get it through to him thal you're
not happy.

2 get through to sth: 10 succeed in
reaching the next stage of a
competition & The contestant that
gets through to the final round has a
chance to win £50,000.

GETTO —

1 get to sth: to arrlve at a place or
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reach a particular stage in a process,
story etc = “What time did you get to
the hotel?™ “About 3 o'clock.” » We'd
Jjust got to the bit in the play where
Macbeth sees Banquo's ghost.

2 get to sb: to make someone feel
more and more annoyed or upset

» She's always complaining - it's really |

| devastated her life.

i 7 get It together also get your act
together: to begin to be in control of a

: situation, and do things in an

: organized and confident way » If she

beginning to get to me.
3 where has sb/ sth got to?: used to
ask where someone or something is
= Where's my bag gof 102 it was here
on the table a minute ogo.
4 get to deing sth: to start doing
something, especially without
intending to » / gat 1o thinking perhaps
taught ta try a different kind of job.
GET TOGETHER —
1 get together: to meet for a social
occasion, or in order to discuss
something »- We must get together for
a drink sometime. ¥ ['ve got a meefing
at 3.60, but we can get together and
talk chout it after that. + with » When
are we getting together with Terry and
Pat? Next Saturday?
get-together 1 a party or informal
social occasion b We're having a
get-together on Satuidey, if you'd
like to come.
2 get sth together: (o collect several
things and put them in one place
» Hang on a minute - { just need to
get my things together.
3 get sb together: to arrange for
people 1o meet in order to do
something » Why don't we get
everyone together and go bowling or
sontething?
4 get together, get it together: if two
people get together or get it together,
they start a romantic or sexual
relationship &/ afways thought those
two should get tagether - they've got
a lot in common, + with » When did
she first get it together with Michael?

i 1a getup:
I towake up
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5 get sth together, get together sth: to
organize of prepare something » He's
going to be hungry — maybe I'd better
get a meal together.

& get yourself together: to begin to be
in control of your life and emotions

» Amanda was stil! trying to get
nerself together when another crisis

can just get it together, she should
win this race. » Come on, Doyle, get
your act tagether, or we'll never solve
this case,

@ get sth together: to succeed in
gelting enough money for a particular
purpose » Money's really tight of the
maoment, Some Months ! can barely
get the rent together.

GET UP +

and get out
of your bed,
especially in
the morning
w What time
do you have (o get up tomaraw? e |
hate getting up in the morning, *
especiaily in wirtter,

b. get sb up: to make someone wake
up and get out of bed, especially in
the morning # Can you get the kids

i up? They're going fa be late for school.

2 get up: ta stand up after you have
been sitting or lying down » Sherman

: got up and went over to the window.

w | fust got up and left the raom. | was

= absolutely [urious.
i 3 get up sth, get sth up: to arganize

something, especially something that

* involves asking other people ta help

or take part = She's gettingup a
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collection for Sue’s birthday. » One
of the teachers tried to get up a
footbali team, but the kids weren’t
interested.

4 getup: if a wind or storm gets up, it
slarls and gets stronger » The wind
qot up during the night, and blew
their tent eway.

5 get yourself up: to dress in unusual
clothes, especially clothes that make
you look like someone else, +infas
» Margaret and Mitzi had got
themselves up in 19205 dresses. be
got up as/ like » Hz was got up as
Count Dracula, complete with fangs
and a fong black cloak.

6 Be1 sth up, BeL up sth: toimprove
your knowledge of something * I1f
you're going to Mexico this summer,
you'd better get your Spanish up.
GET UP TO —

get up to sth: to do something,
especially something slightly bad

» God krraws what they get up te
while their parents ore away.

GINGER

GINGER UP —

glnger sth up, ginger up sth: to make
something more exciting by adding
new or unusual things » The director
tried to ginger things up by adding
some dramatic special effects.

GIVE

GIVE AWAY —

1 glve away sth, give sth away: to give
something that you do not want or
need to someone » {'ve given most of
my university course books away:

+ to » Before leaving America she
gave away her furiture to her farily
and friends.

2 give away sth, give sth away: Lo
give a product to people without
asking them to pay, especially in order
{0 attract more customers » They're

GINGER » GIVE

giving away free glasses with every
bottle of wine.
giveaway n something that 2
company or shop gives to people
without asking for payment = There
are ysually a lot of giveaways on
offer at Chifsimas.
giveaway An) given free by a
company in arder to advertise its
products » giveaway diaries
glveaway prices prices that are very
low » The shop was selling off all its
old stock o! giveaway prices.
3 give away sth, give sth away: to give
something as a prize in a competition
» We have five baseball caps to give
away In this weex's show .
4 give away sth, give sth away: to let
someone know about something that
should be a secrel, especially by
mistake » | don't want to give away
the ending. You'll have to see the
movie for yourself. give the game
away (=make someone realize
something that other people wanted
to keep a secret) » She gave the game
away by mentioning that she'd spoken
to him the day before.
giveaway n something that makes it
easy for you ta guess a fact that
people are trying to keep secret
» The lipstick on his collar was a bit
of @ giveaway.
5 give sb away: to accidentally show
other people how you really feel when
you are trying to hide this » Karen weas
trying to look coel, but her face gave
her away immediately. give yourself
away + Most shoplifters give
themselves away by constantly
looking round for cameras.
6 give sh away: to lell the police or
soldiers where someone who is hiding
fram them is or who they are
» Someone in her farmily gave her
away to the local police.




GIVE

7 give away sth, give sth away: to let
your opponents have an advantage or
allow them to win = Arsenal gave
away two goals in the first five
minutes of the game.

GIVE BACK —

1 give back sth, give sth back: to give
something back to the person who
owns it or who gave [t to you » If the
engagement s cancelled, do | have to
give back the ring? +to » The
government is giving back nine million
pounds to the City Council. give sb
back sth » Give him back his hat! give
sh sth back » Hey! Give me my book
back!

2 give sth back, give back sth: to
make it possible for someone to have
a particular quality, ability, or right
thal they used to have In the past.
+to » The protesters are calling for
the government to give power back 1o
the people. give sh back sth » A little
warm food ond rest will give you back
some strength, give sb sth back » The
doctors are hoping the operation will
give Murphy his sight back.

GIVE IN +

1 give in: to finally agree to something
you were unwilling to agree to before
» I the end he gave in and paid her
the full price for the painting. + to

» The government has s for refused
to give in ta the terrarists” demands.
2 give in: to accept that you have
been defeated and stop competing or
fighting » The French team refused to
give in, and scored three goals in the
second haif,

3 give in sth, give sth in: to give
something such as an official letter or
a piece of written work to someone in
4 position of authority » The next day
Davies gave in his resignation. » I'm
supposed to give in this essay
tomorrow moming.
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GIVE INTO —

give in to sth: if you give into a
feeling that you want to do something,
you allow yourself to do it, especially
after trying not to » I the end he gave
in lo temptation ond fit up his first
cigarette of the day.

GIVE OFF —

i 1give off sth, glve sth off: to produce

something such as a smell, heat, light,
energy, gas etc » The flowers gave off
a powerful sweet scent. » the
enormous amount of energy which is
given off by nuclear reactions

2 give off sth: to seem to have a
particular quality from the way you
look or behave » Felicity gave off an
impression of intelligence and
efficiency.

GIVE ONTO —

give onto sth: [f a door, window, room,
garden etc gives onto a place, it leads.
to that place » Qur apartment gave
onto a balcony thot overtocked the
seqa.

GIVE OUT —

1 give out sth, give sth out: to give
something to a lot of peaple

» Protesters were giving out leafiets in
front of the embassy, » “Are there any
more plates?™ “No. I've given them al!
out.”

i 2 give aut sth, give sth aut: to tell

people information, espedially publicly
or officially » You should be careful
about giving out your credit card
details over the Internet. » The
Foundation gives out free advice on
pregnancy and contraception.

3 give out: to stop working properly,
for example because of being old or
damaged » She shouted so much that
in the end her voice gave out. » The
light's starting to go very faint. | think
the batteries have given out.

4 give out: if 2 supply of something
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gives out, there is no more left
because it has all been used & How
muich longer before the fuel gives out?
» Her potience finally gave out and
she started yelfing.

5 glve out sth, give sth out: to produce
something such as a smell, heat, light
etc » O stoves don’t always give out
 fot of heat.

6 give out: to seem to have a
particular quality from the way you
look or behave » The speaker gave
out an air of confidernce and calm
authority.

7 glve out a message also give out a
signal: to make people have a
particular idea about something by
what you say and do » { beflieve we're
giving out the wrong message to
children about drugs.

GIVE OVER +

glve over!: used to tell someone
rudely to be quiet » Give over you two!
| can't hear the tetevision.

GIVE OVERTO —

1 be given over to sth: to be used anly
for a particular purpose or activity

» Tuesday afterncons were usually
given over to sports and leisure
activities.

a give yourself over to sth atso give
your life over to sth: to spend all your
time and energy doing something ar
thinking about something » She had
given her whole life over to caring for
fane.

3 glve sthy sb aver to sb: Lo allow
another persan, organization etc 1o
have control of something or someone
» He gave the boy over to the cave of
the local authority, » Conirol over the
country’s finances was given over to
parfiament.

GIVE UP —

1 glve up sth, give sth up: to stop
doing something that you used to do

GIVE

¢ regularly » She gave up her job af the
¢ nursing hame and maved to London.
. give up doing sth» | had to give up

: playing football after the accident,

: 2 giveup sth, give sth up, give up: to
: stop smoking, drinking etc because

you think it is bad or unhealthy » He

: gave up alcohol over three years ¢go.

» “Cigarette? “Mo thanks, U'm trying

: to give up.” give up doing sth
: » Vanessa’s been feeling much better
1 since she gave up smoking.

3 give up, give up sth: to stop trying 1o

: do something, especially because it is
¢ too difficult » They searched for the

ball for a while, but eventually gave up
and went hame. give up doing sth

» After about ten minutes | gave ug
trying to explain it to her. | give up
(=used to say that you cannot guess
the answer ta a question or joke)

» “How rmuch do you think this suit
cost?" "l don't know. £200, £500 ...
£10007 Oh, | give up!™

4 glve up sth: to let someone else
have something that is yours,
especially when you do not really want
to k Lack of money forced him to give
up his Londorn apartment.

5 glve
yourself up:
to allow the
police or
enemy
soldiars ta
make you a
prisoner
when they -
have been trying to catch you » The
General sent a message to the rebels,
urging them to give themselves up.

+ to » Two of the escaped prisoners
have given themselves up to the
police.

6 give up sth, give sth up: to use
some of your time to help other
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people or to help something succeed.
+ to do sth» We should iike fo thank
the mayar for giving up his valualble
time to support our campaign.

7 glve up hope: to stop hoping that
something good will happen of that
things will get better » just when they
had almost given up hope, enny
became pregnant. give up hope of
doing sth » When the factory closed,
maost of the workers gave up fope of
ever getting another job,

8 give up sb, give sh up: to give your
child to someane else so that the child
legally becomes part of that person's
family. give sh up for adoption

» | refused to give up my boby for
adoption - he was mine.

g give sb up for dead: to begin to
believe that someone is dead and stop
looking for them » Three Americans
wha had been given up for dead were
found alive yesterday.

GIVE UPON *

1 give up on sth: fo stop trying to
make something happen or succeed
» Never give up on your dreams - the
things you realiy veart to do. give up
on doing sth & 8y 4 am I'd given up on
trying to sleep,

2 give up on sb: to stop hoping that
someone will improve or do what you
want them to » He'd been in g coma
for six months, and the doctars had
atrrost given up en him.

GIVE UPTO —+

1 give yourself up to sth: to allow a
strong feeling of pleasure, desire etc
to completely fill your mind » He gave
himself up to the irresistible delights
of the big city .

2 be given up te sth: il a period of
time is given up to an activity, all of it
is used for that activity » The
afternoons were given up fo sport and
recreation.
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GLANCE

GLANCE OFF —*

glance off sth, glance off: to hit
something at an angle and then move
away in another direction » Light from
the setting sun glonced off the metal
buitdings. » A bullet struck the side of
their car and glanced off.

GLAZE

GLAZE OVER —

glaze over: if someone’s eyes glaze

over, they start to look bored or tired
» Whenever anyone tried to explain

the statistics to Mr Vernon, his eyes

would starl to glaze over.

GLOM

GLOM ONTO —+

1 glom onto sth: if one thing gloms
onto another, the first thing fastens
itself firmly to the second

» Researchers found that the
antibodies glom onto the virus and
destroy ft,

2 glom onto sb: to try to spend time
with someone and become friends
with them, especially when they do
not want you to do this » Lise
glommed anto Rita and her friends
and followed them wherever they
weit.

GLORY
GLORY IN +

; glovy In sthe Lo enjoy something very

much and feel proud of it, especially
something that other people

: disapprove of » Her brother was not

ashamed of his violeat behaviour. On
the contrary, he gioried in it.

GLOSS

GLOSS OVER —

gloss over sth, gloss sth over: to
deliberately avoid talking about
unpleasant facts, or to say as little as
possible about them » There were
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problems in our relationship that
couldn't be glassed over. » a skilful
speech thot had glossed over all the
embarrassing detoils

GLOW

GLOW WITH

glow with pleasure/ pride etc: to look
very happy because you are pleased,
proud etc & Parker glowed with
pleasure at the thought of all the
money he was going to make.

GLUE

BE GLUED
o —

be glued to

Zis

the
television/
screen etc: to
be watching
the television
etc with all your attention for a long.
time » Those kids are glued to the TV
all day.

GNAW

GNAW AT —

gnaw at sh/sth: to make someone
feel continuously worried, frightened,
or uncomfortable » Feelings of guilt
gnawed at him. » The problem had
been gnawing at his mind for months,
GNAW AWAY —+

gnaw away sth, gnaw sth away: to
gradually destroy something » The
disease steadily gnaws away the
body's defences.

GO

GO ABOUT —

1 go about sth: to start to do or deal
with something in a particular way

» Growing herbs is not difficedt,
providing vou go about it in the right
way. how do you go about doing sth?
(=what is the best way to do
something?) » How do [ go about

=
I
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finding out about the different courses
available?

2 go about your business/ work etc:
to cantinue doing your activities or
your job in the usual way » Even after
last right's air attack, the people of
the town are going about their
business as usual.

3 go about doing sth: 1o do something
alot, especially something that
annoys other people » You shouldn't
go about spreading malicious gossip.
4 go about: to dress or behave In a
particular way. + inw 12 the days that
followed, Liza went about in o daze.
» You can't qo about in shorts and
sandals at the office.

5 go about sth, go about: to move or
travel around a place » She went
abouw! the room, putting everything
back in its ploce.

6 go about, go abaut sth: if a story or
piece of infermation is going about, a
lot of peaple are talking about it

> That stary’s been going about for
weeks now, and it's absolute rubbish!
+ that » Rumours have been going
about that the couple are planning to
get married.

7 go about: If an iliness is going about,
a lot of people are getting it » Af least
three people are away with flu —
there’s @ ot of it going about ot the
moment.

GO ABOUT WITH, GI50 GO ABOUT
TOGETHER

go about with sb, go about together:
10 spend a lot of lime with someene
because you are friends or are having
a relationship with them » Didn’t you
and Frank use to go about together
when you were at university?

GO AFTER —+

1 go after sb/ sth: to follow or chase
someone, in order to catch them,
attack them, or talk to them » She



GO

looked so upset. Do you think | should
go after her?

2 go after sth: to try to get something,
especially a job or a particular type of
business » /'ve decided {o go after
that job in Ohio. » Tobacco companies
are going after teenage smokers in a
big way.

GO AGAINST —

1 go against sth: if something goes
against an idea, principle, or rule, it
seemns very different from it, ar breaks
that rule » Her parents didn't want her
to ger o divorce. It went against thefr
religious beliefs. It gaes against the
grain (=used to say that something is
very different from what you would
normally do) » It goes against the
grain to tell a complete stranger
everything obout your private life.

2 go against sth/ sb: (o not do what
someaone has asked or advised you to
do, or to do something different to it.
go against sb's advice/ wishes etc

» He went against his doctor’s advice
and went back to work the following
week. go against sh» She never
expected her mother to go agaiast her
father like that.

3 go against sb: if a court case,
decision, vote etc goes against you,
you lose or you do not get the result
that you want » Our lawyer had
warned us that the case might go
agains! us. things go against you
(=used to say that events happen in a
way Lhat Is bad for you) » By the end
of the 1980s, things started to go
against us, and we lost a lot of
money.

GO AHEAD —

1 go ahead: te do something that you
have been planning or preparing to
do. + with » Last night raitway
workers looked Nkely to go ahead with
their strike. go ahead and do sth » I
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the end, the newspaper went ahead
and published the story.
the go-ahead  if someane gives
you the go-ahead to do something,
they give you official permission Lo
start doing it» The movie was given
the go-ahead and production
started in May.
2 go ahead: to take place, especially
in spite of problems or opposition
» The match went ahead, despite the
terrible weather conditions. » Mr
Connelly went into hospital, but was
told that his operation could not go
ahead.
3 go ahead!: a. used to give someone
permission to do something » “Do you
mind if i smoke?® “No, go ahead.”
b. used to encourage someone to start
doing something » Go ahead, Matt,
we're all dying to hear vour story.
<. used to tell someone in a
threatening way that you do not care if
they do something = "/f you don’t get
off my land, 'l take you to court.” “Go
ahead.”
4 go ahead: to go somewhere before
orin front of other peaple you are with
» 'l go ahead in sy car, because !
know the way.
GO ALONG —
1 go along: to go to a place or an”
event » They're having a porty at
Patrick’s house. Do you feel like going
aloeng?
2 do sth as you go along: to do
something at the same time as you are
doing something else, especially
because you have not planned or
prepared it properly = f'm sure she
was making her speech up as she
wesnt along. » You can't just make the
rules of the game as you go along!
3 be going along: to progress in a
particular way » They've been going
aut together for six months, ond
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everything seems to be going along
quite nicely.

GO ALONG WITH —

go along with sth/sb: to accept
someone’s idea or suggestion,
especially because it might upset
someone or cause trouble if you do
not » [ wasn’t very keen on the idea,
but ! went along with it just ro keep
everyone happy.

GO AROUND, alse GO ROUND —

1 go around/ round: 1o go to see
someone for a short time, especially
at the place where they live » 1 think
1'ff go round and see jim on my way
home tonight. + to » Marie went
around to Bella’s place, to try and
persuade her to come to the party.

2 go around/ reund sth: to move or
travel around a place ¥ | spent the
morning going around the city taking
photographs.

3 go around, round sth, go

around/ round: 1o go to a number of
different places of the same type, ane
after the other » Afrs Tayfor went
around the shops, ordering whot she
thought was necessary. +to » We
went round to all the clubs, but Des
wasn't in any of them.

4 go around round doing sth: to say
or do something a lot, especially
something annoying » You can’t go
around accusing people of things like
that.

% go around/ round: to dress or
behave [n a particular way, especially
regularly » | can't see anything
without my glasses — ! might as wel!
o around with my eyes shut.

6 go around/ round, go around/ round
sth: if a story or piece of information is
going around, a lot of people are
talking about it » [ don't usually pay
ony oitention to the gossip going
wround af work, + that » There’s been
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a rumour geing round that they're
planning to close the factory.

7 encugh/ plenty etc to go around: If
there is enough food, drink, work etc
to go around, there is enough for
everyone Lo have some & 06 you think
we've got encugh pizza to go round?
» Builders are really having a hard
time these days - there just isn’t
enough work to ga around.

: 8 go around/ round, go around, round

sth: ifan illness is going around, a lot

© of people are getting it & A particularly

unpleasant virus was going around
the school.

GO AROUND WITH, 650 GO ARDUND
TOGETHER, GO ROUND

TOGETHER

go around/ round with sb, go
around/ round together: to spend a
lot of time with someone, for example
because you are friends or are having
a ramantic relationship with them

* There was a gang of about six of us
who went round together alf the time,
GO AT

1 go at sth: to start to do something or
deal with it in a particular way,
especially in a determined or energetic
way. go at it » The women went at it
with tremendous enthusiosm,

2 go at sb: to start to fight, attack, or
argue with someone » Sophie went at
him with a kitchen knife.

GO AWAY

1 go away: to leave a place or a
person » Go away and let me get
some sleepl v He pushed the letter
under the door and went away.

2 go away: to leave your home in
order to spend some time somewhere
else » We're going away to Frarce for
a week. » Dod often had te go away
on business.

3 go away: if a problem, pain, or
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something unpleasant goes away, it
disappears » After about an hour, the
pain started to go away. sth goes
away by itself (=it disappears without
anyone doing anything) » Traffic
problems won't just go away by
themselves - it's up to us to take
action.

GO BACK —

1 go back: to return to a place where
you have been before, or ta the place
where you were until recently » They
left Africa in 1962, and they never went
back. + to = We went back to the hotel
for dinner,

2 go back: if something goes back to a
time in the past, it slarted to exist
then. + te » Parts of the castle here go
back to the twelfth century. sth goes
back a long way (=it started a long
time ago and has existed for a long
time) » They're a very old family -
their name goes back a lang way.

3 go back, go back sth: to consider or
discuss things that happened at a lime
in the past » Let's go back a few
miltion years and iook at the time of
the dinosaurs. + to » fo understand
many emational problems, you often
have to go back to the patient’s
childhood.

4 you can't go back afso there's no
going back: used to say that you
cannat change your situation back to
how it used 1o be b f we sell the
house, there's no going back.

5 go back: if schools or students go
back, the schools open and the
students start studying again after the
holidays » When do the schools go
back?+ taw The kids go back to
school in the first week of September.
—5€€ GO BACK T0

6 go back: to be returned ta the place
where somelhing was baught or
borrowed from » Dan't forget the car
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has to o back tormorrow — we only
hired it for a week.

7 go back: to start working again

after a strike » The miners say they
won't go back unless they get more
money.

8 go back a long way: if two people
g0 back a long way, they have known
each other for a long time » Anpie and
Richard go bock a long way - at least
fifteen years.

g the clocks

go back: nn
when the
clocks go
back in the -
autumn, the 9

time officially

changes so \Q’-

that it is one F—
hour earlier than it was before » The
clocks go back some time in October,
don't they?

GO BACK ON  *

1 go back on sth: to not do what you
have promised, agreed, or said you
would do » He said he won't lend us
any money, and | can’t see him going
back on fiis decision. go back on your
word (=not do what you have
promised or agreed to do) » “You,can
trust me,” soid Professor Higgins. “i
never go back on my word.”

2 go back on sth: to change what you
said before, or say that you never said
it » One of the witnesses has gone
back on fier original stary.

GO BACK OVER —

go back over sth: to examine,
consider, or repeat something again

» Would you mind going back over the
rules for me again?

GO BACK TO —

1 go back to 5th: to start to do
something again that you were doing
before, ar used to do in the past. go
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back to work/ schaol ete » After the
operation, it was six weeks before |
could go back to work. go back to
sleep/ bed ¥ ! iried to go back to
sleep, but ! couldn’t stop thinking.

g0 back to doing sth » 1'd Aate to go
back to living abroad now.

2 go back to sth: to return to a
sltuation or state that used to exist
before It will be a long time before
things start to go back to normal after
the war. » Can't we just 9o back 1o
being friends?

3 go back ta sb: ta start to have a
relationship with someane again after
It had ended » He'll never go back to
his gilfriend now.

4 go back to sth: to start talking about
of considering something again » Can
we Just go back to Alen's point for a
minute?

GO BEFORE —

1 have gone before: to have happened
or existed before » industriolization
created a form of society that was
different from any that hod gone
before. what has gone before » I
many ways this program improves on
what hes gone before.

2 go before sb: to be considered by
someane in authority, so that they can
make an official decision » The
proposal will go before the Planning
Comymnittee at their next meeting.

GO BEYOND —

g9 beyond sth: to be much better,
more serious, more advanced etc than
something else » The book's success
went beyond anything we had
expected, » She didn’t just feel
wnhappy — it went beyond that.

GO BY —+

1 go by: if time goes by, it passes

» Twenty years had gone by since !
last saw him. » As time went by, our
frars for her safety increased.

GO

bygone ani used to describe a period
of time a5 cne that existed a lang
time ago » Their woy of life is a
reminder of a bygone age.
2 go by: 1o move past you, esperially
when you are not moving # [ sat dolwn
at an open-oir cafe, and watched the
people going by,
3 go by sth: to stop at a place for a
short time, usually to get something
» On the way home ! went by fason's
ta pick up my jocket.
4 go by sth: to use a particular thing
when you are making a judgement or
deciding what you should do » You
can’t go by that old map. 1t's
completely out of date. If sth's
anything to go by (=used when
saying that something is likely to he
true, because something else is true)
w» It should be a great movie, if
Kubrick's other wark is anything to
qo by
5 go by sth: to obey the rules of
something » There was one point in
the game when he certainly wasn't
going by the rules, go by the book
(=be very careful to obey all the rules
exactly) = There is a fixed procedure
for making a complaint, and we prefer
itif you go by the book.
6 let sth go by: to deliberately ignore
or not react badly to someane’s
remarks or behaviour » /il let it ga by
this lime,” the teacher said, "but [
don't want it to happen again.”
GO DOWN
1 go down sth: to move along a street,
passage etc in order to get somewhere
= | went down the corridor and
knocked on the staffroom door,
2 go down, go down sth: to goto a
particular place near where you live,
o1 the one that you usually go to.
+to = The kids have gone down to the
river. ga down the shops/pub etc
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® My dad ahweys used to go down the
pub after Sunday dinner.

3 go down: to visit or travel to a place,
especially somewhere that is further
south or in the country » At weekends,
Wright used to go down and stay with
s father in Mississippi. + ta b Three
days a week Kate went down to
Camberwell to teach.

4 go down: lo reach as far as a
particular point or place. + ta » The
road doesr’t go down to the beach -
we'll have to walk from here.

5 go down: if a price or the level of
something goes down, it gets lower

» The price of fruit tends to go down
i the summer. + to» When | came
out of hospital, my weight had gone
down to eight stone.

6 go down: if the standard or quality
of something goes down, it becomes
worse » The standard of the food in
the canteen has gone dowr a fot
recently. things have gone down

» Things have really gone down at the
school since the old head teacher left.
7 go down: if a computer goes down,
o the telephone tines go down, they
stop working because of a faull

» Make sure you save your wark
reguarly, just in case the computers go
down. » The Nnes had gone dowm ir
the storm, and we were cut off for
days.

8 go down well/ badly etc: to get a
good, bad etc reaction from people

» The boad’s givert several
performances so far, and they all went
down really well. » | could see ol once
that my comments had gone down
badiy.

9 go down well alsc go down nicely
etc: if food or drink goes down well,
nicely etc you enjoy eating or drinking
it A long cold drink would ge down
very nicefy, thank you.
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10 go down: when the sun goes down
at the end of the day, it gradually gets
lower in the sky until it disappears

» The sun was going down in the Wesr.
11 go down: to fall to the ground,
especially because of an accident or
injury » The feading horse went down
at the last jump,

12 go down on your knees a/so go
down on all fours: to get into a
kneeling position, or in a position with
your hands and knees on the Aoor

» Did he go down on fis knees when
he asked you to marry him?w | quickty
went down on all fours and started to
crawl towards the doar.

13 go down: if a ship or boat goes
down, it sinks » Then our small boat
began to go down and we found
ourselves in the river.

14 go down: if a plane goes down, it
crashes to the ground » The afcraft
went down somewhere over the
Attantic,

15 the lights go down: if lights go
down in a theatre, cinema etc, they are
turned off or made less bright so that
the show can begin» The fights went
down as the orchestra started to play.
16 go down: to lose a game against
another team or player. + tof against
= Unfted went down 2-0 against
Rovers,

17 go down: (0 move down 1o a lower
group of teams or players who play
against each other. + to » Af the end
of the season, five clubs went down to
the second division.

1B go down:
if a tyre,
balloon etc
goes down,
the air goes
out of itw /t
tooks as if
the front tyre has gone dows.
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19 go down: if a swelling on your body
goes down, it disappears » /f you rest
your leg, the swelling should go down
soon.

20 go down: to be sent to prison & it
was a harmible crime and the boys
Involved deserved to go down. go
down for life 10 years etc » If they
ever catch the murderer, he'll go dowr
for life.

21 go down: to happen » i never
understand exactly what went down
that night.

a2 what's going down?: usedas a
greeting when you meet someone

» Hey, Bob! What's going down?

GO DOWN AS

go down as sth: to be remembered or
recorded as being a particular thing or
type of person » He's sure to go down
as one of the greatest ever basketball
players. go down in history as sth

» She'll go down in history as one of
our most courageous war heroes.

GO DOWN WITH —

go down with sth: to get an iliness,
especially one that is not very serious
* Several peaple at wark have gane
down with flu.

GO FOR —

1 go for sth: to try to get, win, or
achleve something b What sort of job
are you going for, Tim? go for it!
(=used to encourage someone to try
to do or get something) » /f sounds
Itke @ good dealf Go for it! sb really
goes for it (=used to say that
someone tries as hard as they can

to get something) » If sfie sees a
chance for promation, she really goes
forit.

2 go for sth: to choose a particular
thing because you think it is better or
more suitable » /'d go for the black
dress if | were you.

3 go for sth{sb: to like a particular
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type of thing or person » | don't
novmally go for bright colours.

g go for sth: to be sold or available

to buy for a particular price + How
much did the painting go for in the
end?

5 go for sb: to attack someone
physically or criticize them very
severely » Ben lifted his arm and for o
second I thought he was going to go
for me_w She always used to go for
hir it meetings.

6 that goes for sb/ sth also the same
goes for sh/ sth : used to say that the
same thing is also true about
someaone or something else & {'ve
always hated living in cities.
Fortunately the same goes for my
husband.

7 have a lot going for you: to have a
lot of advantages or good qualities

w We've always thought that the
Austrian skitng resorts hove a lot
going for them. have everything
going far you & She had everything
going for her, and then she had that
terrible accident.

B go for sth: Lo be used for a
particular purpose & £54 million went
for the resettiement of refugees,

9 go for your gun/knife etc: to move
your hand quickly towards your gun,
knife etc, in order to use it » The
police officer thought hie was going for
his gun, and shat him through the
chest.

GO FORWARD +

1 go forward: to start to happen or to
make progress - The project can only
go forword if we are able to get further
financial support.

2 go forward: if someone or
something’s name goes forward for a
job, prize etc, their name is officially
suggested for it » Six names went
forward for the position of chairman.
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3 go forward: to compete in the next
stage of a competition after winning
the previous stage. + ta » The winner
of the competition will go forward to
the national final.

4 the clocks go forward: when the
clocks go forward in the spring, the
time officially changes so that it is one
hour later than it was before » The
clocks go ferward this Saturday.

GO FORWARD TO

go forward to sth: Lo be taken o a
group of people in authority in crder
to be considered or officially decided
w Our recommendations wer! forward
to the Finance Committee. » The case
then went forward to the European
Court of Human Rights.

GO FORWARD WITH —

go forward with sth: to start lo da
something that you have planned

» Are you sure you wan! to go forward
with these charges?

GO IN —»

1 go in: to enter a bullding or room

» it starting {o rain. Do you want to
goin?

2 g0 in: to 20 10 the place wilhese you
waork b Ed went in eorly every doy lost
week. + to » Can | take the car if
you're not going in to werk tomorrow?
3 go in: to go and stay in hospital in
order to receive treatment & He’s had
to go in to have an operation on his
eye. + forw The actress reportediy
went in for cosmetic surgery last week
4 go In: to enter a dangerous building,
area, or country in order to try and
deal with the problems there b OK
men. We're going in!

5 go in sth, goin: to fit inside a
container, space, hole etc » There
must be something wrong with this
casselte; it won't go in.

6 go in, go in sth: to join a company or
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organization & Bob went in at quite a
low level, but he was quickly
promoted.

7goin: b

If the sun or
moon goes
in, it
disappears
behind
clouds » The
sun had gone
inand it was
starting to get cold.

B8 goin:if a piece of information goes
in, you understand it and remember it
® | tried to concentrate on what fie
was saying, but it just wasn't going in.
GO IN FOR

1.go in for sth; to do, use, have etc a
particular type of thing, because you
like it, or because it seems a good
idea » In our family we don't go in
much for formal meals, » Men don't
usually go in for displays of emation.

2 goin for sth: to take partin a
competition or examination = | decided
1'd go in for the Young Entertainer of
the Yeor contest. » There are several
exams you can ga in for if you want to
improve your qualifications.

GO INTO —

1 go Into work/ hospital etc: to o to
work, hospital etc » You don't look
well enough to go into work today.

2 go into sth; to go to the centre of
the town that you live in ar near & f
thought I'd go into Cambridge this
afternoon. go inta tawn » Could you
give me a lift if you're going into town?
3 gointo sth: to fit inside a container,
space, hole etc » Which hole does this
screw go into?

4 go into sth: ta join a company,
organization, or profession » Af
sixteen he left school and went into
the family business,
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5 go into sth: to talk about something,
especially in a detailed way » it's o
difficult subject and there isn't time to
go fnto it here.

6 go inta sth: 10 find oul more about
something, by getting all the
necessary information = Before you
make any further plons, you'd Getter
go fto the cost of all this.

7 gointo sth: to start to beina
particular state or situation, especially
a bad one » Her son went into o coma
and never came out of it. ga into

debt » We fiad to go into debt in
order to pay for our doughter's
wedding.

8 go Inte sth: 10 start behaving in a
particular way. go into a mood/ temper
» She's gone fnto one of her moads
and Is refusing to talk to anyone. go
Inta a panic » The crowd went info

a panic, and started to run for the
exis.

9 go into sth: if a lot of time, money,
effort etc goes into doing something,
It Is used in order to do it » Years of
research went into the book. go Into
dolng sth» Huge amounts of meney
have gone into developing new cancer
drugs.

10 go into sth: to be used in
something you are making » Some
quite expensive ingredients go into
this recipe.

11 go Into sth: to take part in a
competition, election, or exam » The
U5 team Is extremely confident as it
@oes into Thursday's game.

12 go into sth: to accidentally hit
something such as a wall, tree, car etc
» | didn't see the red lights and | went
into the back of a BMW.

13 go Into sth: if a number goes into a
second number, the second number
can be divided exactly by the first

» Seven doesn't go into thirty-two.

GO

GO OFF —

1 go off: to leave the place where you
are and go somewhere else. + to » Al
the men had gone off to the war. + to
da sth» Dad went aff to watch the
haseboll game.

2 go off sbf sth: to stop Liking
someone or something that you used
1o like = Pete went off me after he met
anather girl on holiday. » | used to
enjoy tennis, but {'ve gone off it a bit
naw,

3 go off: if food or drink goes off, it

s not good ta eat or drink any

mare hecause it is no longer fresh

» Milk usuaily goes off after a few
days.

4 go off: if a bamb goes off, it
explodes » A bomb went off in Eost
London last might, killing two people.
5 gooff: if a light, machine etc goes
off, it stops working & Suddenly alf the
lights went off.

6 go off: il a gun goes off, it fires » /
heard a gun go off in the distance.

7 go off: if an alarm goes off, it makes
a sudden loud noise » | set my alarm
clock to go off at six.

8 go off well elso go off smeathly: to
happen successiully in the way thal
you had planned » Rosie was very
rervous, but all the arrangements
wen!t off really smoothly.

9 go off: 1o suddenly start talking o1
thinking about something completely
different & Jan suddenly went off info
a description of his childhaood.

10 ga off: to become worse in
standard or quality » /f used to be @
lovely hotel, but it's gone off ¢ bit in
recent years.

11 go off: to talk to or shout at
someone very angrily. + an » Melissa
really went off on Rich as soon as he
got home.
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GO OFF WITH
1 go off with sb: to leave your
husband, wife, boyfriend etc In order
to have a relationship with sameone
else » Ken went off with a woman haif
his age.
2 go off with sth: 1o take something
away from somewhere without
permission, or to steal something » /
think somecne went off with my coat
by mistake, » He went off with
thousands of pounds worth of
Jjewellery.
GO ON —
1 go on: to continue to happen or exist
w The party weit on uatil four in the
morning. + for » The tolks are
expected to go on for several weeks.
go an and on (=conlinue for a very
long time) » The meeting went on and
on, untif we were procticelly folling
aslteep.
ongaing a0l used to emphasize that
something continues to happen and
does not stop » Leaming is an
ongoing pracess - it doesn’t stop
when you leave school.
2 go on: to continue doing something
withoul stopping or changing » Jf you
go on like this, you'll end up in
hospital. ga on doing sth s Philip
completely ignored what ! said and
went o eating. w It could go on
raining like this all doy.
3 go on: if something is going on, it s
happening, especially something
strange, unusual, or confusing » it
was obvious that samething very
Suspicious was going on. what's going
on  There seems to be a lot of noise —
what’s going on in there?
goings-on pL K events or activities
that seem strange or that you
disapprove of » There've been some
sirange goings-on in the house next
door.
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4 go on: 1o do or achieve something,
after you have finished deing
something else. + to do sth» He wemt
on te win an Olympic Gold medaf in
the oo metres. + to & {n 1980 fewer
than 30% of girls went on to higher
education,

5 g0 an: to continue talking aboul
something » “There's only one other
possibility,” Jed went on. + with

» After a short pouse, Maria went on
with her story.

& go on: to talk too much in a boring
way. sb does go on » Pam’s a really
nice person but she does go on a bit!
go on and on » The speaker went on
and on until several peaple left the
hall.

7 go on: to keep complaining about
something »  wish you'd stop going
on, Mum! + about » He’s always going
on abaut how much work he's got to
do.

B go on: to continue travelling towards
a particular place or in a particular
direction » They stopped at a cafe and
had a meal befare going on again.

9 go on: lo go somewhere before the
other people you are with & Bilf and
the girls went on in the car and the
rest of us followed on foot. go on
ahead » Why don't you go on ahéad —
we'll catch up with you later.

10 go on: to continue for a particular
distance, especially a long one, or over
a particular area » I front of us, the
desert went on as for as the eye could
see.

11 go onk: used to encourage someone
to do something & Go on, Jomes, tell
us what happened!

12 go on (then): used to tell someone
that you will agree to something that
you had refused to agree to before

» “Don't you think | could borrow the
car, fust for once?" "Oh, go on then.”
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13 go on sth: to base your opinion on
the information that is available » f
can only go on the information that
I've got in this report. "

14 go-on sth: to spand money or time
on something » A large proportion of
my salary goes on our morigage. go
on doing sth > The money we raised
went on rebuilding the church tower.
15 go on: if a light, machine, or piece
of equipment goes on, it starts
working » The inside light goes on
autornatically when you open the
door.

16 as time/the day etc goes on: used
to describe what happens while time
passes » As time went on, we no
longer seemed to have much in
common.

17 go on sth: to start taking a type of
medical drug » ! don't want to go on
sleeping pilis, if ! can possibly avoid it.
GO ON WITH —

have enough to go on with: to have
enough of sumething, so that you do
not need any more at the moment

» Have you got enough money to be
golng on with?

GO out —+

1 go out: to leave a building, room etc
In order to go somewhere else » Maria
got up and wert out. » Do you want to
(0 out into the garden?

2 go out: to leave your house in arder
o meet people, enjoy yourself etc

» Let’s go out and celebrate! + for

* Do you want to go out for a pizza
tonight? + to do sth » Will’s just gone
out to play football with the other
boys.

1 §o out: to travel to another country,
ospecially one that is far away » My
sister lives in Toronto and we're all
Qoing out there in the summer. + to

» Louwise has gone out to Australia to
try ond find a job for the summer.
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: 4 goes out: if a light goes out, it stops

shining » | sat and watched all the
lights go out ane by one.

5 go out: to stop burning » By now,
the barbecue had gone out and it was
storting to rain.

& go out: if news or an official
message goes out, it is announced or
sent » The news went out that
Mandela was about to be refeased.

+ lo B invitations to the conference
went out to twenty-five countries.

7 Eo out: to stop being fashionable, or
stop being usual & People used to
wear white leather boots - but they
went aut years ago. go out of fashion
» Computer games can quickly o out
of fashion.

B go out and do sth: to do something
fficult in a determined way » “! want
you to go aut there and win," said the
coach.

: g goout: if money goes out, it is spent
© » Everything's so expensive - my

: money goes out almost as scon as !
Iogetit.

outgoings FLu the money that you
have to spend regularly each month
or year » if your outgoings are high,
it's difficult to save maney as well.
10 go out: to be broadcast on
television or radio & The interview will
go out live at 7 o'clock on Wednesday
everting.
11 the tide goes out: if the tide goes
out, Lhe sea moves away from the land
» 1l can be dangerous to swin here
when the tide’s going out.
12 go out: to lose a game against
anather player or team, so that you
cannot continue in a sports
campetition = She went out in the
quarter finals ar Wimbledon.
GO OUT OF *
Bo out of sth/ sb: if the excitement,
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energy etc goes out of something or
someane, they no longer have it » AN
the fun and excitement hed gone out
of her life.

GO OUT TO —

your sympathy gaoes out to sb also
yeur heart etc goes out ta sb: used to
say that you feel a lot of sympathy for
someane because they are in a very
sad or difficult situation » Our
sympathy goes out to all the families
offected by this tragedy.

GO OuT
TOGETHER,
also Go out
WITH —

g0 out
together, go
out with sb: to
have a
ramantic or
sexual relationship with someone, but
not be married to or live with them » |
only went out with Pete a couple of
times — he wosn't really my type!

GO OVER —

1 go aver: to visit someone who lives
near you for a short time » Debbie's
out of hospital - think | might go
over and see her this evening. + to

» ['m going over to Steve’s for dinner.
2 go over: to visit a place that is
across the sea. + ta > We're going
over to freland to see jenny’'s family.

3 go over sth: to examine or discuss
something carefully and in detail

v The President was in his study,
going over his speech for the
following day.

4 go over sth: to explain something to
someone to make sure that they have
understood it » Our boss went aver
what we fiad to do when the visiters
arrived,

5 go over sth: to keep thinking about
something thal has happened,
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especially something bad ar annoying
» Neil kept going aver what had
happened, trying to work out how it
hod ail gone wrong. go over sth in
your mind » She went over it again
and again in fer mind. Why had
Robert been so unfriendly?

6 g0 over sth: to clean something
thoroughly » Simoen went over the

¢ carpet with the vacwwm cleaner

going-over 1 give sth a going-over
to clean something » / need to give
the house a good going-over before
Mum comes o S[ﬂ]ﬂ
7 o over sth: to search a place very
carefully = I've gone over every inch of
the house, but | can't find my ring
anywhere. go over sth with a fine-
tooth comb (=search a place
extremely carefully) & The polfce went
over the area with o fine-tooth comb.
GO OVER TC *
1go over to sth: to change to a
different system or a different way of
doing things » We used to have gas
heaters, but now we've gane over to
sofer power.
2 go over to sth: Lo [eave a group or
organization and join the one that is
opposing them b If the army wen{ over
to the rebels, the govemment would
collapse.
GO OVERBOARD —
go overboard: to do something too
much, or react in an extreme way
B “fi's one of the best films I've ever
seen," “There's no need to go
overboard — it wasn't that good.,”
+ on/ with » People seem to be gaing
overboard on health and fitness these
doys.
GO ROUND 52€ GO AROLND
GO ROUND TOGETHER 5€€ GO
AROUND WITH
GO ROUND WITH See GO AROUND
WITH
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GO THROUGH —

1 go through sth: to experience
something, especially a difficult or
unusual situalion » We've been
through a tough time lately, but
hopefully things will start to improve.
® The company is gofng through a
period of great chenge. sb went
through a lot {=a lot of bad things
happened to them) » She went
through a {ot when she was yourng -
her mother died when she was only 6
years old.

2 go through sth: to carefully examine
all of a group of things in order ta try
to find something » Dave went
through his pockets again, but he still
couldn’t find the address.

3 go through sth: to carefully read or
discuss something, to check that it is
correct and acceptable » Could you
Just go through this file and mark
anything that seems wrong?

4 go through sth: to talk about all of
the details of something to someane,
in order to make sure that they
understand it » Do you want to go
through the main peints again?

5 go through sth: to practise
something such as a song or dance

» Let's go through the sang again
from the beginnring.

6 go through sth: to be tested,
checked, or officially examined » Every
car goes through a series of safety
checks before it leaves the factory.

» You have to go through a lengthy
process before being allowed to adopt
a child.

7 go through: to be officially accepted
or approved » Your application for a
loan has gone through. » Donna plans
to remarry as soon as her divarce goes
through.

8 go through sth: to use all or a ot of
something in a short time » We went
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through ofl of our money in the first
week of aur hofiday.
9 go through sb/fsth: to ask a
particular person, department etc to
deal with something because they are
officially responsible for it » AN
requests far new books must go
throwgh the headteacher.

10 go thraugh: to take part in the next
part of a competition, because you
have won the part before it. + to

» United went through to the FA Cup
final for the first time in 11 years,

11 go through sb's mind also go
through sb's head: il something goes
through your mind or head, you think
about it » The same questions kept
going through my mind again and
again.

GO THROUGH WITH —

go through with sth: to do something.
you had promised or planned to do,
even though it is difficult & Giving
evidence in court was terrifying, but
1'm glad that | went through with it.
can't go through with it » Jenny was
going to make ar officiel complaint,
but decided that she couldn't go
through with it.

GOTO —

1 goto sb: if money or a prize goes to
someone, they are given it » Al the
maoney raised will go to local charities.
2 go to a lot of trouble/ expense etc:
to try very hard or spend a lot of
maney In order to do something

» Parents often go to a lot of expense
in order to make sure their children
get a good education.

3 go to it: used to tell or encourage
someone to do something » “The
kitchen really needs to be cleaned.”
“Yeah, go to it.”

GO TOGETHER —

1 go together: if two things go
together, they look, taste, or sound



GO

good together » Do these trousers and

this jacket go together? v Tina's voice
and Rhys’ songwriting Style go
together perfectly. go well together

¥ Tomatoes and pasia ga very well
together.

2 go together: if two things go
together, they often exist together or
are connecled » The problems of poor
housing and bad health often go
together. v Traditionally, Christmas
and snow have always gone together.
GO TOWARDS, 0/50 GO TOWARD —
go towards/ toward sth: to be used to
help pay for something » My parents
gave me £300 to go toward a new
computer.

GO UNDER —

1 go under: if a company or business
goes under, it has to close because it
does not make enough money to
continue » Many restourants go under
in their first year,

2 go under, go under sth: to become
unconscious because you have been
given an anaesthetic (=a drug used by
doctors to make you unconscious)
while you are having medical
treatment » /t will take you about ten
seconds to go under,

3 go under:
to sink below
the surface of
the water
> We
watched from
the lifeboat
as the great ship finally went under.
GO UP
1 go up: if a price or the level of
something goes up, it increases » The
rate of violent crime among young
peaple is still gaing up. » House
prices in this area are going up and
up.
2 go up: to go to a town or cily from a
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: smaller place, or to somewhere further

north & 7d like to go up to London to
da some Christmas shopping.

3 B0 Up: to go towards someone or
something, for example until you are
near enough to talk to them » The
boys went up and asked her for her
autograph. + to » Dylar went up to
the microphone and started singing.
4 go up: if new buildings go up, they

: are bullt » New high-rise apartment

buildings are going up all around the
tow.

5 Bo up: to explade or start burning
strongly » A it cigarette fell on the
sofa, and within minutes the whole
room hod gone up. go up In lames
w The car rolled down the bank, ond
wen{ up in flames.

6 go up: if a shout, cry ete, goes up,
the people in a place start to shout etc
» A groan went up as Miss Hirsch
reminded the class about their
vorabulary test.

7 Eo up: to mave to 2 higher group of
sports teams and players who play
together » United will go up to the
first division next season.

GO UP AGAINST —

B0 Up against sh: to compete against
someone, especially in spart,
business, orin a court of law » ft's
very difficult for on ordinary person to
g0 up agoinst a big company that can
afford top lawyers.

GO UPTO —

g0 up to sh/ sth: to reach as faras a
particular place, time, amount etc

® Our garden goes up to these bushes
— the rest belongs to the neighbours,
» The financial year only goes up to
April.

GO WITH —

1 go with sth: if one thing goes with
another, they look, taste, or sound
good together » Do you think these
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shoes go with this dress? go well with
sth e This wine should go well with
meat dishes and cheese.

2 go with sth: to be a usual part of
samething » She tafked about the
pressure that often goes with being
fomous. sth goes with the territory
(=used to say that something is a
usual part of a job ar situation)

» Young doctors have to work
extremely long houts, but that just
goes with the territory.

3 go with sth: to be provided with
something else » The house goes
with the job. » a blue silk evening
dress that has a matching bag to go
with it

& BO with sth: to accept someone’s
Idea or suggestion and decide to use
It» “What do you think of jo's idea™
“f think we should ga with it.”

GO WITHOUT —

go without, ga without sth: to not
have something that you usually have
» We car’t really offord a holiday
this yeor, so we'll just have to go
without.

GOAD

GOAD INTO —

goad sb into sth: to deliberately make
sOmeone react in an angry way or in a
wary they did not intend » Alexer
refused to be goaded into an
argument.

GOBBLE
GOBBLE

DOWN —
Kobble down
sth, gobble sth
down: lo eat
something very
quickly and
vagerly » joseph
yobbled down
Wiy rnch and rushed back ta work

GOAD » GOUGE

GOBBLE UP

1 gobble up sth, gobble sth up: to use
or take a lot of something such as land
or money b Developers were gobbling
up hundreds of acres of land to buitd
houses,

2 gobble up sth, gobble sth up: to eat
all of samething very quickly and
eagerly » ! thought 1'd made too many
sandwiches, but everyone just
gobbled them up.

GOOF

GOOF AROUND —

goof around, goof around sth: to
spend time doing something in a silly

: or not very serious way b We weren't
: really playing basketball, We were
i mostly just goofing around.

GOOF OFF —
goof off: to spend time doing silly
things and having fun, when you
should be working & i high school f
goofed off most of the time.

GOOF UP —

goof up, goof sth up, goof up sth: to
make a silly mistake or do something
badly = If { try to say it in Spanish, '
goof it up. + on b The good news was
that she didn't goof tp on the test.

GORGE

GORGE ON ~*

1 gorge (yourself) on sth: to eat large
amounts or too much of something

> As a bay, he used to gorge on
chocolate and candy.

2 gorge yourself an sth: to have or do
something that you enjoy so much
that it has a bad effect on you » When
i first left home | gorged myself on an
endless round of late-night parties.
GOUGE

GOUGE OUT —

gouge out sth, gouge sth out: to
remave something or dig it oul,



GRAB » GRIND

especially in a very violent way using
something sharp » The attacker hit
Robert with @ bottle and attempted to
gouge out his eyes.

GRAB

GRAB AT —

1 grab at sb/sth: to quickly try to
calch or hold someone or something
» We both grebbed at the bird, but it
Pew up into the trees.

2 grab at sth: to take an opportunity
very eagerly » Seline grabbed at every
chance to go ot in the evening.

GRAFT

GRAFT ON, als0 GRAFT ONTO —+
graft sth an/ onto sth: to add a new
idea, method, system etc to one that
already exists » Several ancient
practices were grafted onte the new
refigion.

GRAPPLE

GRAPPLE WITH —

grapple with sth: 1o try to deal with or
understand a difficult problem, subject
etc » Same of the students are having
difficeity i grappling with the
mysteries of electronics.

GRASP

GRASP AT —

1 grasp at sth: to quickly try to catch
or hold someone or something » His
foot stipped and he grosped onto a
piece of jutting weod.

2 grasp at sth: to try to use any
opportunity or idea that might help
you in a difficult situation » Leonore
grasped at the chance to prove herself
as a memver of the team.

3 be grasping at straws: to be willing
to try anything that might help you in
a hopeless situation, even though it is
very unlikely to be successful » “We
may be able to appeal,” the lawyer
said. He was grasping af straws
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GRASS

GRASS ON —

grass on sb: to tell people in authority
about something fllegal or bad that
someane has done » Some of the men
had been beaten up for grassing on
other prisoners.

GRASS OVER *

grass sth over, grass over sth: to plant
grass over an area of land » Fventually
the flower beds were flattened and
grossed over.

GRASS UP —

grass sb up, grass up sb: to tell
people in authority about something
illegal or bad that someone has done
» When my mum found out about the
drugs, she grassed me up to the police.

GRATE

GRATE ON

grate on sb/ sth: 1o annoy someone,
especially after continuing for a long
time -/ know | shouldn't say so, but
his accent reelly grates on me. grate
on sb’s nerves » The sound of Anna
criunching her toast was grating on his
nerves.

GRAVITATE

GRAVITATE T0, GiS0 GRAVITATE
TOWARDS, GRAVITATE TOWARD —
gravitate to sth/ sb, gravitate towards
sth/sb: to be attracted to something
or someane and therefore move
towards them or become interested in
them » Tourists noturally gravitate to
the city’s older section. » As students
in the early 19605, we gravitated
towards politics.

GRIND

GRIND AWAY —

grind away: ta work very hard for a
long period of time » {'ve been
grinding away for eight hours iow,
and I'm getting nowhere,
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GRIND DOWN —
grind down sb/sth, grind sb/sth
down: to gradually make someane
lose their confidence, hope, ‘of energy
» A lot of the warnen have been
ground down by Hiness and poverty.
GRIND ON —

grind on: to continue for a long time in
a slow and boring way » The tria!
ground on all through the long hot
summer.

GRIND OUT —

grind out sth, grind sth out: 10 keep
producing the same type of thing,
without ever producing anything
different or interesting & fn mine months
she ground out five romantic rovels.
GRIND UP —+

grind up sth, grind sth up: to make
something solid into a powder, by
crushing it » Local peaple grind up the
leaves and use them to make tea

GROAN

GROAN WITH —

be groaning with sth: Lo be covered or
led with a very large amount of
something » We sat down at a table
groaning with food. » The shelves
were groaning with oncient books.

GROPE

GROPE FOR —

grope for sth: to try hard to find a way
of saying or doing something, often
without success » "It was incredible,”
Martin said, groping for words to
describe the scene.

GROSS

GROSS OUT

Kross sb out, gross out sb: if someone
or something grosses you out, they
are so unpleasant that they almost
mike you feel ill » The thought of
riting insects grosses many western
people out.

GROAN » GROW

GROUND

BE GROUNDED IN —

be grounded in sth: to have a
thorough basic knowledge of
something. be well grounded in sth
® in those days, he said, students
were well grounded in spefling.

BE GROUNDED IN, afS0 BE
GROUNDED ON

be grounded inf on sth: 1o be based
on something » Al these beliefs and
attitudes are grounded in experience.

GROW

GROW APART —
grow apart: if two people grow apart,
they gradually stop having a close
relationship with each other » Sadly,
ofter eight years of morriage, they just
grew apart.

GROW AWAY FROM

grow away fram sb: to gradually leel
less close to someone, because you
have changed as you have got older
» All children grow away from their
parents eventuaiy.
GROW INTO —

1 grow Into

sth: if children
grow inta

clothes, they
become big
enough for the
clothes to fit

them » The coat
ivoks big o him
now; but he'll

: soon grow fnto it

z grow inte sth: to gradually learn how

to deal with a new job or situation

confidently & { was very nervous when
1 first started acting, but | scon grew
ito it

GROW ON —

¢ grow an sb: if someane or samething

grows on you, you gradually come to



GRUB » GULP

like them » ! didn't like my new boss
at first, but naw she's grown on me,
GROW OUT OF —
1 grow out of sth: Lo stop doing
something or gel less interested in
something as you get older » As a
teenager my son was very shy, but
luckily he's grown out of it.
2 grow out of sth: if children grow out
of clothes, they become Loo big to
wear them » Kids grow ou! of shoes
within three to six months,
3 grow out of sth: to develop as the
result of something b The Labour
Party grew out of the Trade Union
maovemen{.
GROW UP —+
1 grow up: to change from being a
child into an adult » The kids have aff
Grown up now, so we want to move to
a smailer house.
grown-up n an adult - used
especially by or to children & Al
grown-ups seem to do is to sit
around talking and smoking.
grown-up ap) if someone’s children
are grown-up, they have become
adults » She's got three grawn-up
children.
2 grow up: if you grow up In a place,
you live there during the time when
you are a child  Phillips grew up in
Southern California.
3 grow up doing sth: to spend a lot of
time doing something when you are a
child » { grew up listening to this kind
of music.
4 Grow up: Lo start to behave in a
more sensible, adult way » Gabrielie’s
grown up a lot since she started her
new school. » { wish you'd stop
foaiing around and grow up!
5 grow up: if something grows up, it
begins to exist and then gradually
becomes bigger or more important
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w The town grew up around the
magnificent :3th century castie,
GROW UP ON —+

grow up on sLh: 10 experience or do
something a lot during the time when
you are a child, so that it has a strong
influence in your life » This generation
has grown up on TV, They can't
imagine life withaut it.

GRUB

GRUB ABOUT, als0 GRUB
AROUND —

1 grub about/ around: to search for
something by digging or moving
things with your hands » jasper had
got down on the floor and was
grubbing about under the carpel.

2 grub about/ around: to try to find
something that is difficult to find.

+ for» We were desperately grubbing
around fora solution.

GUARD

GUARD AGAINST —

1 guard against sth: to provide
protection against something b Fibre
iri the diet is thought to guard against
heart disease.

2 guard against sth: to be careful to
avoid doing, feeling etc something.
because it could be dangerous or
harmful » it's vito! to guard against
getting overtired when you're driving
long distances.

GUESS

GUESS AT —

guess at sth: to give an answer or
opinion about something which you
realize may not be correct, because
you do not have all the information
you need » The police can only guess
at the scale of the problem.

GULP
GULP DOWN —
gulp down sth, gulp sth down: 1o
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swallow large amounts of drink or food
very quickly » She ordered a glass of
wine, gulped it down and rushed off.

GUM

GUM upP —

A gum up sth, gum sth up: to prevent
something from happening or working
properly » Lack of communication
between the departments can quicky
Qum up the system. gum up the works
(=prevent a machine or system from
working properly) » Dust gets in
between the keys and qums up the
WOrks.

2 be gummed up: if your eyes are
fummed up, it is difficult to open

GUM » GUN

them because they feel sticky » If your
baby's eyes are gummed up, gently

¢ clean them with cotton wool and

water,

GUN

GUN DOWN

gun sb down, gun down sb: Lo shoot

someane and kill or badly injure them

: ¥ The journafist was gunmed down in

the driveway of his San francisco
home.

BE GUNNING FOR —

be gunning for sth: to be Lrying to
achieve or win something » United
were guaning for their third straight
win.



HACK » HAND
HACK

HACK

INTO +

hack into sth:
tousea
computer Lo

secretly get
into someone
else’s
computer system b A student used g
simple desktop machine to hack into
computers around the world.

HACK OFF —

be hacked off: to feel very annayed
with someone or about somelhing

» 'm reelly hacked off ot work at the
moment. + with/ about » Fans are
hacked off with the team's poor
performance in recent games.

HAIL

HAIL AS —

hail sbj sth as sth: to publicly describe
someone or something as being very
good or special in a particular way

v Haydn was hailed as a genius only
at the end of his life. » Car safely
camapigners hailed the new seatbelt
law as a great victory.

HAIL FROM

hail from sth: to come from a particular
place or type of family » joar hails
from Newcastle, and her hobbies are
reading and listening to music.

HAM

HAM UP —

ham it up: to behave or perform in a
silly or funny way, or with a lot of false
emotion » Crowds flocked to the
theatre ta see him ham it up as
Malvoiio.
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HAMMER

HAMMER AT —

hammer at sth: to keep talking about
a particular subject because you think
it is important » The senator
continued to hammer af the issves of
crime, welfare, ond toxes,

HAMMER AWAY —

1 hammer away: to hit something hard
continugusly, especially making a loud
noise * f could hear the workmen
hammering away downstairs.

2 hammer away: to work hard at
something for a long time. + at » He
hammered away at the article all
might.

3 kammer away: to keep tatking abaut
something a lot in order to persuade
peaple to agree with you etc b “Keep
hammering away, " David said. “They'
see whot we mean in the end.”
HAMMER IN, 2SO HAMMER INTO  *
hammer sth in, hammer sth into sb: to
repeat something again and again so
that pecple completely understand or
learn it » Principles of right and wrong
fave been hammered into us since
childhood. v just telling them once
wort't work. You've got te hammer it
in.

HAMMER QUT —

hammer gut sth, hammer sth out: to
manage to get an agreement with
another person, country, organization
elc after a ot of discussion » The two
sides met to try to hammer out a
peace agreement. » It took a further
four manths to hammer out the detoils
of the treaty.

HAND

HAND AROUND, @/S0 HAND

ROUND —

hand around/round sth, hand sth
around/ round: to give something to
each person in a group » 'm harding
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round a summary of lost week's
lecture. » Selly put the chicken soug
into bowls gnd handed them around.
HAND BACK —

1 hand back sth, hand sth back: to
Rgive something back to someone after
they have given it to you » She
handed back the money and told him
she didn’t want it. + to » The customs
officer looked at his passport and
handed it back to him.

2 hand back sth, hand sth back: to
glve something back to the person,
organization, country etc that owns it,
of that used to own it & The occupied
istands were handed back to the
natfonal gavernment at the end of the
war,

HAND DOWN —

1 hand down sth, hand sth down: (o
#iive or teach something to someone
%0 that they will have it or know about
it after you have died. + from

» ancient storfes handed down from
father to son. + to & The ring had
been handed down to her from her
grandmother.

2 hand down a decision/ sentence
#tc: to announce an official decision,
especially about the punishment that
someone should receive » Sentences
of up to 16 years in prison were
handed down to the people
responsible for the attack

HAND IN =

1 hand in sth, hand sthin: to give
something to someone in authority so
Ihat they can have it or deal with it » f
left my bag on the train, but luckily
someone handed it in. » All foreign
resldents have been ordered to hand
in their passports.

 hand in sth, hand sth in: to give
wiritten work to a teacher so that he or
she can check it b All essays must be
hewrded in by Friday.

HAND

3 hand in your resignation also hend
In your natice: to officially tell your
employer that you are leaving your
job = She's threatening to hand in
her notice if they don't give hera pay
rise.

HAND ON

1 hand on sth, hand sth on: to give or
teach something to someone so that
they will have it or know about'it after
you have died. + from » The house
was handed on from one generation
of the family fo the next.

2 hand on sth, hand sth on: to give
something to someone else so that
they can deal with it, look at it, or use
it » He handed the letter on to his
fawyers, » Your employer will hand on
your defafls to the tax office.

HAND OUT

1 hand out

sth, hand sth

out: to give

something to

each of the @%}_
peopleina ¥

group or (o &
people who

are passing you & At the end of the
class, ' hand out the application
forms. v Students were standing
outside the station handing out anti-
war leaflets.
handout v a piece of paper given to
people who are attending a lesson,
meeting etc, with information on it
about the subject being discussed
» As usual, Mr Collier started the
lesson by passing round severgl
handouts.
2 hand out sth, hand sth out: to give
something, especially money or food,
to people who need its The
organization hands out eround
£50,000 ¢ year {0 young people with
special educational naeds.



HANG

handout 1 money, food etc that is
given lo someone who needs it» A
£700,000 gavernment handout will
helfp pay for vital repairs to the
school buildings.
3 hand out sth, hand sth out: to give
advice, information, criticism etc to
someone » She's always handing out
unwanted advice about people’s
personal fives.
4 hand out sth, hand sth out: to
officially give someone a punishment
» Harsher punishments are being
handed out to drunk drivers.
HAND QVER —
1 hand over sth, hand sth over: to give
something to someone, especially
after they have asked for it » The
robbers ordered him to hand over aif
his money.
2 hand over sth, hand sth over: to give
control or responsibility for something
to another person, country,
organization etc. + to » She officially
handed over all her duties to her
deputy.
handover « when contral or
responsibility for something is given
to another person, country,
organization ete » the fiandover of
Hong Kong to China in 1967.
HAND OVER TO —
hand over to sh: to let another person
speak in a discussion, news report etc
after you have finished talking » Now
1 like to hand over to Dave to tell his
side of the story.
HAND ROUND 5€€ HAND ARQUND

HANG

HANG ABOUT —+

1 hang about, hang about sth: to
spend time somewhere not doing
anything, for example because you are
waiting for someone » Daisy hung
about until Drew and the team came
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back to the bus. keep sb hanging
abaut (=make someone have to wait
somewhere for a long time) » They
kept us hanging about at the airport
for nearly 5 hours.

2 hang about: to be slow to start doing
something, or to move slowly » The
boss wants it done by this afterncon,
so you'd beiter not hang about.

3a. hang about!: used when you
suddenly think of something that you
want to say or ask & Hang about!
Where did she get al! the money from?
b. used to tell someone ta stop and
wail for you » Hang about! Can | come
too?

HANG ABOUT TOGETHER, G50 HANG
ABOUT WITH —

hang about tegether, hang about with
sb: to spend a lot of time with
someane and be friendly with them

» We used to hang about together
when we were young. & fim tends ta

hand around with older people.

HANG ARQUND, alS0 HANG

ROUND —+

1 hang around/ round: to be slow to
start doing samething, or ta move
slowly & There are only a few tickets
left, s0 you'de better not hang arcund.
2 hang around/ round, hang around/
round sth: to spend time somewhere
not doing anything, for example
because you are waiting for someone
» A crowd of phatographers had
begun hanging around outside the
courtroom.

¢ 3 hang around/ round, hang around/

round sb: to spend a ot of time with
someone, especially when they do not
wanlt you to be with them » When
you're farnous you get all kinds of
people hanging round you.,

4 hang around/ round, hang around/
round sth: if something is hanging

159

around, it is not being used or has not
been dealt with » I'm sure I've got an
old pair of walking beots hanglng
around somewhere.

HANG AROUND TOGETHER, also
HANG AROUND WITH, HANG ROUND
TOGETHER, HANG ROUND WITH *
hang around/ round together, hang
around/ round with sb: to spend a lot
of time with someone and be friendly
with them » They used to hang around
together a lot when they were al
college.

HANG BACK —

1 hang back: to not move farward, for
I!Xﬂmp‘e because YOu are nervous or
shy » Ruth hung back for fear of being
seen.

2 hang back: to not do something or
delay doing something, for example
because you are worried about what
will happen. + from deing sth

» People are hanging back from
demanding full independence,
bacause they feel uncertain about the
Jisture.

HANG IN —

hang in there: to keep trying even
when you seem unlikely to succeed or
the situation is difficult » just hang in
there - things will soon get better.
HANG ON —

1 hang on: to wait for something or
someone for a short time » f suppose /
could hang on here till she comes
back. hang on a minute/ second

» Hang on a minute! We're just
coming!

2 hang on!: used when you suddenly
think of something that you want to
way & Hang on! Why don't we go
tomorrow instead? The roads will be
miuch less busy. hang on a minute/
second » Now hang on a minute! |
thought you said that you didn't need
iy more money!

HANG

3 hang on sth: lo depend on the result
of samething » Everything hangs on
the next game. if England lose, they're
out of the Worild Cup.

& hang on: to hold something tightly,
for example so that you do not fall

» The boy tried to get away, but she
hung on and refused to let go. hang
on for dear life (=hang on very tightly,
especially because you are very
wortried Lhat you will fall) » The boat
was going up and down, and we were
all hanging on for dear life.

5 hang on sb's every word: 10 listen
wery carefully and eagerly to what
someone s saying & The children were
hanging on his every word, waiting to
find out what happened nex!.

6 hang on: to continue doing what you
have been doing until now, especially
when this is difficult » Everyone is
wondering if the President can hang
on far another year.

7 hang sth on sb: to blame something
on someane, often in an unfait way

b IS your own fault he won't tolk to
you — don’t hang it on me!

HANG ON TO, GIS0 HANG ONTQ —

1 hang on to/ onto sth: to succeed in
keeping something, even though there
is a danger that you will lose [t » The
Republicans managed to hang on to
their majority in the Senate.

2 hang on to/ onto sth: to hold
something tightly, for example so that
you do not fall or you do not lose it

» The little girl hung on to her
mother's arm. » The driver hung onto
the steering wheel and somehow
managed to bring the truck to a hait,
3 hang on to/ anto sth: to keep
something and not sell it, give it to
someone, or getrid of it» M5 a
beautiful painting. You should hang
on to it. » She had hung onto his
letters for all these years.



HANG

HANG OUT —
1 hang out: if something is hanging
out, part of It is not inside the place
where it should be » Your shirt's
hanging out! (=itis nat in your
trousers)
2 hang out sth, hang sth out: to hang
clothes somewhere outside in order to
dry them & Mrs Drake was hanging
out the washing in the gardes.
3 hang out: to spend a lot of time
somewhere or with someaone » The
cofe was a place where students ond
musicians hung out. + with » | was
hanging out with some friends and
having a good time.
hangout « a place where a particular
type of person often goes » The bar
was a well-knowan hangout for off-
duty police officers.
HANG OVER +
1 hang over sb/ sth: if something
unpleasant hangs over you, it seems
likely to happen b In 1962 the threat of
auclear war hung over the whole woild,
2 hang over sth: if doubts hang over
something, people do not feel sure
that it will happen or be successful
» A big question mark still hangs over
the future of the company.
HANG ROUND 5€€ HANG AROUND

HANG ROUND TOGETHER S€€ HANG
AROUND TOGETHER

HANG ROUND WITH 5€€ HANG
AROUND TOGETHER

HANG TOGETHER

1 hang together: to be well-organized,
with all the separate parts connected
in a sensible way » { didn’t think that
the boak really hung together.

2 hang together: il people hang
together, they stay together and help
each ather to achieve something b We
hung tegether and came back to win
the game.
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HANG UP —
1 hang up,
hang up sth:
taend a
telephone
conversation
by putting
the
telephone
down & She
said “I'll be there in a minute” and
hung up. + on e Listen, I'm reafly
sorry. Don't haag up on me!
2 hang up sth, hang sth up: to hang
things such as clothes on a hook or
other object » Mariow hung up his
coat and went through into his office.
3 be hung up on/about sth: to he very
worried about or interested in
something and spend too much time
thinking about it » Like most
teenagers } was hung up about my
weight, get hung up on/abaut sth
b Why do men get so hung up on the
size of their car’s engine?
hang-up n something you feel
unreasonably worried or
embarrassed about it & Alf parents
want their children to grow up happy
and free from hong-ups.

5 hang sbfsth up, hang up sb/sth: to

delay someone or something » The
traffic in the city hung us up a little.

5 hang it up: to stop doing a particular
activity or type of work » Fred went
into the boss’s office and announced:
“f'm hanging it up.”

6 be hung up on sb: to be very
attracted 1o someone and not be able
to change your feelings about them

B She's hung up on spme guy she met
at the gym.

HANG WITH —+

hang with sb: to spend lat of time
somewhere or with someone, relaxing
and enjoying yourself » He used to
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hong with his brother's friends
because no-one his age lived in the
nelghbourhood.

HANKER

HANKER AFTER, G50 HANKER

FOR —+

hanker after/ for sth: to want
something very much, especially
something that it is difficult for you to
get » Now and then ! really hanker
ufter big home-cooked meals,

HAPPEN

HAPPEN ALONG, G/S0 HAPPEN BY —
1 happen along/ by: lo arrive of be
passing somewhere by chance

¥ Fortunately a policeman on patrol
happened by.

2 happen aleng/ by: (o find a place or
thing by chance » We happened by a
pleaic site just off the road.

HAPPEN ON, ase HAPPEN UPON —+
happen on sth/ sb, happen upon sth/
sb; to find something or meet
someone when you do not expect it

» Once or twice | hoppened on fhier on
the way to college.

HAPPEN TO —

1 happen to sb/ sth: if something
happens to someone or something,
they are affected by it without
planning to be » You'll never believe
what happened to me on the way
home. » Something's happened (o the
washing machire - it's not working!

2 what/ whatever happened to sb:
used to ask where samecne is and
what they are doing, after you have
not seen them for a long time

» Whatever happened to that nice girl
you were going out with?

HAPPEN UPON S€€ HAPPEN ON

HARDEN
HE HARDENED TO' —
be hardened to sth: to have become

HANKER » HASH

s familiar with something unpleasant
that you do not feel upset by it any
mare » The first time she saw an
operation she nearly fainted, but now
she's hardened to it.

HARK

HARK AT —

hark at him/ yeu etc: used when
someone has just said something
unreasanable, especially because they
have criticized you for doing
something that they do themselves

» Hark at her, telling me | shouldn't
drink 50 much, when she’s in the pub
mast evenings!

HARK BACK TO —+

1 hark back to sth: to remember or
keep talking about a time ar event in
the past & They are atways harking
back to the good old days before the
war.

2 hark back to sth: Lo be similar to
something that existed or was
fashionable In the past » The mewest
shoe styles hark back 1o the seventies.

HARP

HARP ON —+

harp on about sth also harp an sth: to
talk about something so much that it
is boring or annoying » He's always
harping on about ftow much money he
earns.

HASH

HASH OUT —

hash out sth, hash sth out: to discuss
the details of a plan, idea etc with
sameone » As we hashed out the deal,
people on the trading floor began to
grow curfous.

HASH OVER —

hash sth over, hash over sth: to talk
about something in detail for a long
time » Dfficials met to hash over the
future of public TV,



HAUL » HAVE

HASH UP —
hash sth up, hash up sth: to do
something very badly » She wos so
nervous at the interview that she
completely hashed it up.

HAUL

HAUL BEFORE *

be hauled before sth/sb also be
hauled in front of sth/sb: to be forced
to appear in a court of law or to see
someone in authority, so that they can
decide what will happen to you » He
was hauled up in front of the
headmaster and asked ta explain his
behavigur.

HAULIN —

1 haul sb in: if the paolice haul
someone in, they take that person to
the police station to answer questions
about something. + for » Labourers
were cantfnually being hauled in for
petty crime and drunkenness.

2 haulin sth, haul sth in: to pull some-
thing heavy towards you using a rope
» The fishermen were hauting in their
nets and getting ready to go home.
HAUL OFF —

haul sb off: to take someone away
somewhere, using force » A big mele
nurse came up and hauled Tom off.
+to » | was fiondcuffed and hauded off
to the County jail.

HAUL UP —

be hauled up: tc be forced to appear
in a court of law or to see someane in
authority, so that they can decide what
will happen to you. + far & Her grand-
father was hawled up for tax evasion.
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HAVE

HAVE AGAINST —

have sth against sb/ sth: to dislike
someone or something for a particular
reason » | can't see what you have
against Alex's friends. have nothing
against sb/ sth {=used to say that
there is nothing you dislike about
someone or something) » Potter had
nothing against the monarchy, in
principle.

HAVE ARDUND,

af50 HAVE ROUND —

have sb around/ round, have sb
around/ round sb/ sth: to have
s0meone near you or available to help
you if necessary v /i's a help to have
your family around when pou've got @
neve baby.
HAVE AT
4 have at it: used to encourage
someone to do or try something

» “If that's what you want, have at it,”
said Marvin.

2 have at it: to fight or attack
someane b The brothers both looked
ready to have at it, but Something
held them back.

HAVE BACK >

1 have sth back: to have something
that you had before because someone
has given it back to you » { don't need
the book anymore — you can have it
back if you like.

2 have sb back: to agree to start to
have a romantic relationship with
someone again after you have
separated from them » Do you think
he'd have her back after alf she'’s
done?

HAVE DOWN A5 —»

have sb down as: to think that
someone or something has a
particular character, especially when
you later find out that you were wrong
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» I didn't have her down as the
motherly type. » Until then, we all had
him down as a bit of a wimp.

HAVE IN —

have sbin: to get builders, workers
etc to come to your house to do a job
for you » We've already had an
architect in to look at the plans.

HAVE ON —

1 have sth on, have on sth: Lo be
wearing something » Everyone in the
room hed @ dark suit on except me.

» She had on a red skirt and high
heels. have nothing on also rot have
anything on v Dan't come in! { den't
have anything on!

2 have sth on: if you have the radio,
television, light etc on, you use it and
It Is working » Are we alflowed to have
the TV.on?

3 be having sb on: to pretend to
someone that something is true when
It I not, as a joke = When he told me
he was a nuclear physicist, I thought
he was having me or.

4 have sth an you: ta have something
In your pockets, bag etc » Do you
have any money o vou? I've left mine
in the car.

5 have sth on: to have an arrangement
to do something & Let's meet up next
week — ! don't think I've got anything
an, have a lot on (=be very busy) » Jo
seems to have a lot on at the moment.
& have something on sh: Lo have
Information about someone that
shows they have been involved with
something bad or illegal » ! think the
police must have something on him,
have nothing on sb also net have
anything on sb » “He’s not on our
records,” the detective said, “We've
got nothing on kim.”

HAVE QUT —*

1 have sth out: to have something
such as a tooth or a part of your body

HAWK » HEAD

remaved in a medical operation » She
was rushed to hospital to have her
appendix out,

2 have it out with sb: to try to end &
disagreement or a difficult situation by
talking to the person you are angry
with & Joe's really upser. He's going to
see Mum and have it out with her right
oW,

HAVE OVER, GfS0 HAVE ROUKD —
have sb over/ round: to invite
someone Lo come ta your house for a
meal, drink etc » We had some people
round at the weekend. w Is it all right
if t have a few friends aver this
evening?

HAVE ROUND 5€€ HAVE AROUND,
HAVE OVER

HAVE UP -+

be had up, be had up for sth: 1o be
taken to court because the police
think you have committed a crime

» Sorah was had up for theft when she
was anfy 14.

HAWK

HAWK AROUND, alS0 HAWK 4BOUT,
HAWK ROUND —

hawk sth around/ about/ round, hawk
sth around/ about/ round sth: to try to
sell samething by offering it to a lot of
different people » Apparently she's
hawking her story around to the
newspapers for a six-figure sum.
HEAD

HEAD FOR —

1 head for sth: 1o travel towards a
place » The ships were heading for
Cuba. » We climbed on our horses,
and headed for the hills. be headed
for sth {(=be travelling towards a
place) » The men said they were
headed far the next town,

2 be heading for sth also be headed
for sth: if someone or samething is
heading for a parlicular situalion, it



HEAL » HEAR

seems likely that it will happen in the
future » The company seems to be
heading for financial collapse. » The
country was heading for a period of
political uncertainty:

HEAD INTO —

head into sth: to start to experience ar
deal with something that is completely
new » As we head infa the new
miiennium, we will see considerable
changes,

HEAD OFF —

1 head off: to go somewhere in order
to do something » The film ends with
Parker heading off to join the army in
Germarny

2 head off sth, head sth off: to prevent
something unpleasant from happening
» Talks continued throughout the
night in the hope of heading off the
Strike,

3 head off sth, head sth off: ta try to
make someone or something change
direction, by blocking their way » A
policeman heid out his arms to head
them off.

HEAD OUT

head out: to leave in order to go
somewhere or do something » He
found o taxi and headed out to Dean’s
house.

HEAD UP —

head up sth, head sth up: to lead an
organization, team, or project = We'd
lke you to head up the next research
project,

HEAL

HEAL UP, G50 HEAL OVER —

heal up/aver: if a wound or injury
heals up, the damaged part of the
body returns to a healthy normal
condition & Apply a lttle antiseptic
and the cut will probably heal up by
itseff.

: things on top of
- eachotherina
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HEAP
HEAP ON, aiS¢ HEAP UPON —
heap sth on sb/sth, heap sth upon

: sbysth: if you heap praise, blame etc
¢ on someone or something, you praise

or blame them a lot » Their political
opponents heaped scorn on this
suggestion.
HEAP UP —
heap sth up,
heap up sth: to
put a lot of

pile » Mr Racke
looked ot all
the papers
heaped up in
his fn-tray.
HEAP UPON Se€ HEAP ON

HEAR

HEAR ABOUT +

hear about sth/sh: to get news or
information about something or
someaone = We were both in London
when we heard ahout the accident.
be somry to hear about sb (=used to
express sadness when sameane is ill
or has died ete) » [ was 5o sorry to
hear about your mother, Lisa.

HEAR FROM >

1 hear from sh: to get a letter or a
telephone call from someone » /
haven't heard from Maria in a while.
2 hear from sb, hear sth from sb: to
receive information fram someone
about something & The pofice would
like to hear from anyone who was

in the area when the robbery took
place.

HEAR OF —

1 have heard of sb/ sth: to have heard
the name of a person, place etc
befare, sa that you recognize it

» Everybody's heard of Winston
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Churchitl, » “You know Piers
Morrison? “No, I've never heard of
him.” )

2 hear of sth: to get news or
Infarmation about something = You
sometimes hear of people having very
strange experiences when they are
close to death,

3 be heard of: to have been seen in a
place s that people know you are still
alive » He disappeared into the icy
wastes, and was never heard of again,
4 won’t/ wouldn’t hear of sth: to
refuse to allow something, or refuse
an offer » My mother wanted to be a
doctor but her father wouldn’t hear of
i

HEAR QUT —

hear sb out: to listen to what someone
wants to say, withaut trying to interrupt
them » Hear me out first, jane, and
then you can say what you think.

HEAT

HEAT THROUGH —

Iveat through sth, heat sth through,
Iheat through: if you heat food through
or Ifit heats through, you make it hot
» The rice may be prepared in advance
and heoted through fater.

HEAT UP —

1 heat up, heat up sth, heat sth up: to
become hotter, or to make something
hotter & /i heat up some of last
nifght’s stew for you, if you want.

» Because of environmenta! poliution,
the Earth’s climate is slowly heating
up.

2 heat up: to become more serious or
oxciting, because people start 1o
argue, fight, compete harder etc » The
company is experiencing some
difficulty as competition heats up.

» Although the election is still a year
away, the political scene is already
heating up.

HEAT » HELP

HEAVE

HEAVE TO —

heave to: if a ship or boat heaves to, it
stops » About fwo miles from the
coast, the ship hove to.

HEDGE

HEDGE AROUND, aiS0 HEDGE
ABOUT —

be hedged around/ about: to be
limited or controlled by a lot of
camplicated rules, laws, or conditions
+ with » Nowadays emplayment is
hedged around with legistation.
HEDGE IN —

be hedged in: to be closely
surrounded or enclosed by something
» The cathedral is in the town cenire,
hedged in by other buildings.

HELP

HELP ALONG —

1 help sth/sb along: to make it easier
for something Lo happen ar for
someone to succeed B His career was
heiped along by his manager, whe
was a persona friend.

2 help sb along: to help someone 1o
walk when they are injured or ill, by
holding their arm » He took the old
lady’s ainiv and helped her along.
HELP OFF WITH - »

help sb off with sth: to help someone
Lo take off their coat, shoes etc» Can !
help you off with your coat?

HELP ON WITH —

hetp sb on with sth: to help someone
to put on their coat, shoes et¢ » Do
you want me to help you on with
those boots?

HELP OUT —

help out, help sb out, help out sb: to
help someone, especially by doing
some work for them or giving them
money * As o teenager hie had helped

i out at his family's garage. » When |



HEM » HIDE

was unemployed, my mother haiped
me out, + with » The Minisiry of
Agriculture have offered to help out
with the extra costs.

HELP TO —

1 help yourself to sth: a. to take and
use something, especially food and
drink, whenever you want it » Help
yourself to whatever’s in the fridge.
b. to put food on your plate yourself,
or pour a drink into your own glass

» Help yourselves to the vegetables.
2 help sb to sth: to put foad on
someone else's plate for them, or pour
a drink into their glass » Shall { help
yot to some rice?

HELP UP —

help sb up: to help someone to stand
up after they have fallen over » Peter
put out his hand to help her up.

HEM

HEM IN

1 be hemmed In: to be closely
surrounded or enclosed with
something & The pork was hemmed in
with tail trees.

2 be hemmed in: to feel you are being
prevented from having the freedom to
do what you want » ff employees feel
hemmed in, they become frustrated
and angry.

HERD

HERD TOGETHER —*

herd together sby sth, herd sb/sth
together, herd together: to gather
people of animals logether into a
group, or to gather together in a group
» The prisoners were herded together
fnto the courtyard.

HERD UP —

herd up sbfsth, herd sby/ sth up: to
gather people ar animals together into
a group » The rest of the group were
herded up and taken back to the

hotel.
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HEW

HEW OUT —

hew sth out, hew out sth: to make
something by cutting it out of
something hard, for example rock or
wood » The caves are man-made,
hewn ou! of the rock by hand

HEW TO —

hew to sth: to strongly believe in or
follow particular ideas, rules, or
principles = As a politician, he hewed
to a moderute course that didn't upset
the majority.

HIDE
HIDE AWAY —
1 hide sth/ sb away, hide away
sth/ sb: to put something or someonc
in a place where other people will not
find them & He knew his grandparents
had plenty of money hidden away.
» The baby girl was taken and hidden
away i the coumtry,
2 hide (yourself) away: ro go
somewhere where you can be alone or
cannot be found » Writers ofterr hide
themselves away for months at a time.
» Wild animals terd to hide away
when they are il or injured.
hideaway i a secret place where you
can go when you want to be alone
» He has a secluded hideaway in o
remote areo of Scotland.
3 be hidden away: (o be built or
placed in a very quiet peaceful area
» Hidden away in the countryside is
Britain’s mast luxurious health resort.
HIDE BEHIND —
1 hide behind sth: to deliberately
behave in a way that gives people a
false idea of whal you are really like or
what you really think » Jeremy tends
to hide behind o mask of extreme
politeness.
2 hide sth behind sth: to not show
what you are really feeling or thinking,
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because your appearance or
behaviour hides it » Paula quickly hid
her embarrassment behind a bright
smife.
HIDE OUT —
hide out: to go or stay samewhere
secrel, especially in arder to escape
from someone » The terrorists are
thought te be hiding out somewfiere
in London.
hideout v a place where someone
goes when they do not want to be
found » The suspects were tracked
down to their hideout in the
mountains,

HIKE

HIKE UP —

1 hike sth up, hike up sth: to pull up a
plece of clothing you are wearing so
that it is higher up your body than
before » She hiked up her skirt and
waded into the river.

2 hlke up sth: to increase a price or
other sum of money suddenly and by a
large amount »- The Central Bank hiked
up Interest rates in early December.

HINGE

HINGE ON, a{50 HINGE UPON —

1 hinge on/upan sth: if one thing
hinges on another, its future or
success depends on it & A student’s
Jab prospects can compietely hinge an
his performance in these exams.

2 hinge on/upon sth: to be the most
basic part of something, upon which
everything else depends » The whole
plot of the movie hinges on what
happens in the first scene.

HINT

HINT AT —+

hint at sth: to suggest that something
Is true or likely without saying it
directly » in his speech the president
hinted at the possibifity of further tax

HIKE » HIT

cuts. + what/ why etc » Someltimes
my mother hinted ot why she'd left my
[father, but that was ail.

HIRE

HIRE QUT —

hire out 5th/ sb, hire sth/sb out: to
allow someone to use a building, a
piece of equipment, or someane’s
services in return for money » Tony
plans to hire the house out for
weddings and film work

HIT

HIT BACK —+

hit back: to criticize or attack a person
or group, especially publicly, because
they have criticized or attacked you.
» The multi-millionaire has alreody hit
back by threatening to take the
newspaper to court. + atw Palice fast
night hit back at claims that they hod
mishandled the arrest.

HIT OFF —

hit it off: if two or mare people hit it
off, they Iike each other as soon as
they mest each other b | met frank ot
a conference and we hit it off straight

. away. + with » | didn't reafly hit it off

with the office manager.
HIT ON, ais0 HIT UPON —

I ahiton/upen sth: to think of an idea
: or plan, especially ane that is

successful » They tried various
methads before hitting an the right
one.

: 2 hit on/upon sth: to discover the true

facts about a situation, the real reason

" for something etc » You've hit on

precisely the thing that's worrying me
most.

HIT ON —

hit on sh: to talk to someone In a way
that shows vou think they are sexually
attractive » This weird guy hit 01 every
woman on our floor in the first week of
callege.



HITCH » HOLD

HIT oUT ~+

hit out: to criticize something or
someone strongly because you
disapprove of them or in order to
defend yourself. + at » The industry
hit out yesterday at the increase in
business taxes. » When ke's upset he
tends o hit out at those closest fo
him.

HITUP —

hit sb up: to ask someane to give you
something, especially money. + for

» Why don't you hit Marty up for o
foan and go shopping?

HIT UPON S€g HIT ON

HITCH

HITCH UP —

hitch up sth, hitch sth vp: ta pull up a
piece of clathing, so that it is higher
up your body than befare » She
quickly hitched up her tights.

HIVE

HIVE OFF —

hive sth off, hive off sth: to separate
one or more parts, people, or things
from all the rest » They want to hive
off the publishing sector of the
company and sell it to the highest
bidder.

HOARD
HOARD
AWAY —
hoard away
sth, hoard sth
away: to
secretly keep
large
quantities of
something hidden somewhere » The
old man had been hoarding his money
away for years.

HOARD UP —

hoard up sth, hoard sth up: to collect
and save large amounts of food,
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money etc, so that you will have it
later if you need it » People are
haarding up supplies of food in case
there's another bad winter,

HOLD
HOLD AGAINST —+
hold sth against sb: to feel angry,
upsel etc with someone because of
something they have done & Lack of
experience won't be held against you
- we offer full training. hald it against
sh» “f know I've been a bit silly,” said
Claudia “but please don’t hold it
ogofpst me.”
HOLD BACK —+
1 hold back sth/sb, hold sth/ sb back:
to prevent something or semeone
from moving forward or getting near
something » Police did thefr best to
hold back hundreds of screaming fans.
2 hold sb/sth back, hold back sb/ sth:
lo prevent someone or something
from making progress » Many
Students are held back at school by
peor reading skills. » the male-
dominated society which has held
worren back for so long
3 hold back sth, hold sth back, hold
back: to stop yourself from showing
how you feel, especially with difficulty.
hold back tears » Struggling to hold
back her tears, justine watched him
get anto the plane. hold back
laughter » /it the end she couldn't
fold back the laughter any longer.
4 hold back, hold sb back: to not do
or say something you had intended to
do or say » The president’s instinct
was to send in froops, but he decided
ta hold back. something holds sh
back w» She was templed to tell him
everything, but something held her
ack.
& hold sth back, hold back sth: to
keep something secret b Yau're sure
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you're telling me everything - you're
not holding anything back?

6 hold back sth, hold sth back: to
keep the money you had intended to
give to someone, for example so that
they are mare likely to do what you
want » Congress had threatened to
hold back §5 millior in aid until a
peace agreement is signed.

HOLD DOWN —

1 hold

sb/ sth down,
hold down
sb/sth: to
make
someone or
something
stay in the
same place
and stop
them from moving & it took four
policemen to hold him down. » The
roof consisted of sheets of corrugated
iron, held down with stones.

2 hold down sth, hold sth down: to
prevent the level of something from
Increasing, especially prices, wages
etc » Colleges must hold down tuition
fees to atiract more students,

3 hold down a job: to succeed in
keeping a job for a fairly long period of
time » He's never held down a jeb for
longer than a few weeks.

&4 hold down sb, hold sb down: to
keep people under strict control or
limit their freedom ¥ @ race of people
held down for centuries by invaders
ond conquerors

5 hold down the noise atse hold it
down: used to tell someone to be
quleter or stop talking » Hey, could
you hold it down in there please?
HOLD FORTH —

hold forth: to talk or give your opinicn
about samething for a long time,
especially in @ way that Is boring and

HOLD

annoying » Edward was holding forth
in the corner of the bar.

HOLD OFF —

1 hold off, hold off sth: to delay doing
something » Jf you need @ computer
but have been holding off because of

o the expense, now fs the time to buy,
: hold off (on) doing sth » We've

decided to hold off making an
announcerment until next week,

2 hold off sb, hold sb off: to prevent
someone from being successful when
they are trying to attack you, defeat
you, 0f cause yol problems » They
managed to hold off their aitackers
until the police arrived. » The
company is in deep trouble — they
need to raise £15 million to hoid off
their creditors.

3 hold off: If rain ar snow holds off, it
does not start falling, although it looks
as if it will soon » { hope the rain
holds off until we get home.

HOLD ON —

1 hald on: to hold something tightly,
especially to stop yourself fram falling
or from losing what you are holding

» The dog wouldn't let go of the stick
= it just held on and snaried. hold on
tight » Nancy got anto the back of the
bike and held on tight. hold on for
dear life (=hold something very
tightly because you are afraid) » jake
ctung to the branch, holding on for
dear life.

2 hold on: to wait for a short time -
used especially to tell someone te
wait. held on a minute/ second etc

» Hold on a moment = {'m just coming.

: sh can't hald on much longer» /'m
: afreid | can’t hold on much longer, I've
: got a toxi waiting.

3 hold on!: used when you want
someone 1o stop what they are saying

¢ and listen to you » Hold on - what are
:oyou talking about? hold on a minute/



HOLD

second » Now hold on a minute!
That’s my money, not yours.

4 hold on: 1o succeed in preventing
someone from defeating you, even
though this is difficult = The tawn's
defenders were able to hold on for
several weeks,

5 hold on: to manage to continue to
exist or Lo do something » The
company managed to hold an, in spite
of the recession.

& hotd on: it someone who is very il
holds on, they succeed in staying alive
with great difficulty » You could see
that Ed was just barely holding on.
HOLD ONTO, iSO HOLD ON TO -+

1 hald ento/on to sth: to hold
something tightly, especially to stop
yourself from falling or losing what
you are holding » She held an to ihe
counter to steady herseif.

2 hold onto/on to sth: to keep
something, and not give it to someone
alse, throw it away etc » Hold onto the
receipt i case you need to toke the
dress back to the shop. hold ento sth
for sb (=look after semething for
someane) » ['ve got nowhere to put
this table. Could you hoid on to it for
me fora while?

3 hold onto/ on to sth: to succeed in
keeping something, when there is a
danger that you wilt lose it » Although
rebel foices have captured the city, they
won't be able to hold on to it for fong.
4 hold onta/ on ta sth: to continue to
have a hope or belief, even though
you feel less sure about It than you
did w { hold on to the philosophy that
most people are basically good.

HOLD OUT
1 hold out sth, hold sth out: Lo stretch
your hand forwards in order to give or
show someone whal you aie holding
» “Have you seen this?” Casey soid,
halding out o piece of paper. hold out
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i your hand also hold your hand out

(=stretch forward your hand) » She
came towards me, holding out her
hand. "Welcome to New Yorki”
2 hold out: if a supply of something
holds out, there is enough for you to
use, but only for a limited period of
time » 'l stay as Jong as the money
holds out. v it hasn't rained for weeks
- cfo yau think the water will hold out?
3 hold out: to try to prevent change or
prevent yoursell from being forced (o
do something » The Council wants to
buy the land, but the awners are
holding out and refusing to sell. hold
out against sth/sh » Republicans are
determired to hold out against
proposals to increase welfare
spending.
holdout 1 a person, couniry etc that
refuses to accept change or does not
agree with something » He is one of
the few holdouts against abolishing
capital punishmen!,
4 hold out: to continue to defend
yourself against an enemy attack
without being defeated » The rebels
held out for as long as they could.
hold out against sth/sb » Their troops
heid out against a massive
bombardment by enemy warplanes.
5 held out the possibility/ prospect of
sth: to suggest that something good
might happen in the future » The
government held out the possibility of
anather cut in interest rates.
HOLD QUT FOR —
hold out for sth: to refuse to accept
anything less than what you have
asked for b Personally, I'm holding out
for £30 an hour. » It's clear that the
company was trying to hold out for o
higher price.
HOLD QUT ON —

: hold out an sb: ta refuse to give
i someone information that they need
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> I'm sure they know what happened,
but they're holding out on me.
HOLD OVER —
1 hold sth ever sb: to use information
about 5omeone or your power over
them to make them do what you want
» My brother held that secret over me
for thirty years.
2 hold sth aver, hold over sth: to delay
something until a later time » The race
has been held aver until next week.
9 be hetd over: if a film, concert ercis
held over, it is shown for langer than
planned because it is very popular
» Come see “Pulp Fiction", held over
[for another week.
holdover v something or someone
that existed or was used in the past
and still exists or Is used now » The
idea of ¢ permanent job is o
haidaver from yesterday's world.
HOLD TO
1 hold sb to sth: to make someone do
what they have promised or agreed to
do & “Next time, 'l by you a drink.”
"It hold you to that™
2 hold sh to a draw etc: 1o prevent the
opposing team or player from getting
mare points or goals than you
» United were held to a 2-2 draw by
Rangers.
3 hold to sth: to refuse to change your
beliefs, ideas, principles etc » We
st hold to principles of fairmess and
treat everyone equally.
HOLD TOGETHER —*
1 hold sb/ sth together, hold together
b/ sth: to make people, countries etc
stay together and not separate » The
only thing that held their mariiage
together was the children.
2 hold together: if people, countries
et hold together, they stay Logether
and do not sepataie » The big
question is, can the Altiance hold
together thl the end of the war?

HOLD

3 hold sth together, hold together sth:
1o prevent something from breaking
into separale parts » The shed was
held together by o few oid rusty nails.
4 hold together: to stay in one piece
instead of breaking into separate parts
w if the pastry mixture doesn’t hold
together, add some mare watar.
5 hold together: if a story, plan,
explanation etc holds together, it is
good and you find it easy ta
understand, belleve, of agree withs {
don’t think his argument holds
tageather.
HOLD UP —
1 hold up sth, hold sth up: to raise
your hand or arm, or something that
you have in your hand » One child af
tha back of the class held up her hand.,
¥ The crowd held up posters
demanding his release from prison
2 held sthfsh up, hald up sth/sh: to
delay something or someone
b Protesters held up work on the new
road for weeks. » The concert should
have started at 8, but a series of
prablems held things up. get held up
® Sarry we're late - we got heid up in
the traffic.

hold-up N an unexpected delay

» A crash this morning is causing

big hold-ups on the Mz5.
3 hold up sth, hold sth up: to support
something and stop it from falling
down » This mirror's only being held
up by one tiny hook,
4 hold up
sth/sh: to
stop a vehicle
argointo a
bank, shop
atcwith a
weapon and

: demand

money from people » Stealing money

i by computer is far easier than holding



HOLE » HOCK

up a bank. hold sb up at gunpoint/
knifepoint » He was charged with
holding up a cab driver af gunpoint.
hold-up 1 when someone stops a
vehicle or goes into a bank, shop etc
with a gun and demands money
» A man was shot dead in a hold-up
of @ bank yesterday.
5 hold up: to continue to be healthy,
successful, or at a high level,
especially in a difficult situation » /s
she halding up under all the pressure?
v Sales held up well in the fourth
quarter of the year.
6 hold up: if a machine, piece of
equipment, or system holds up, it
continues to work and does not
break » /f wilf be interesting to see
how well the new computer system
hoids up.
7 hold up: to still seem good er right
after being checked or tested » She
did not believe the mon’s evidence
would hald up in court. » If these
findings hold up, scientists will have
ta develop a completely new theory.
HOLD UP AS —
hold sb/ sth up as sth, hold up sb{sth
as sth: to use sameone or samething
as an example, especially an example
that other people should capy » He's
only a footballer - he shouldn't be
held up as a role mode! for our kids.
HOLD WITH —
not hold with sth: to not approve of
something » | don't hold with all this
nternet dating. hold with daing sth
» She didn't hold with smacking
children it any circumstances.

HOLE

HOLE UP —

hote up afso be holed up: to be or to
go and stay somewhere quiet and
away from other people k- She was
holed up a hotel on Fifth Avenue.
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» The kids hole up in their rooms with
their cormputer games all day iong.

HOLLOW

HOLLOW OUT +

hollow sth out, hellow out sth: to

make a hole or empty space in

something by removing the inside part

» Cut the top off of @ large pineapple

and carefully hollow out the fruit
hollowed-out 20/ having a hole or
space in the middle, made by
removing the inside part®» @
hollowed-out log

HOME

HOME IN ON =+

1 home in on sth: to move directly
towards something In order 1o attack
and destroy it » Modern missiles can
home ir on their targets with
incredible occuracy.

2 home in en sth: to direct your
attention or efforts towards a
particular subject or problem » He
immediately homed in on the weak
point in har argument.

HOOK

HOOK INTD —

1 heok inte sth: to become connected
to a system such as the Internet or a
telephone system b New tefecom
companies will be alfowed fo hook
into the national phone system.

2 hook sb into sth: to persuade
somedne to do what you want in a
skilful way, even though they may not
want to do it » The TV comparties
persuade you to watch o steady
stream of pragrammes, one hooking
yatt into the next.

HOOK UP

1 hook up sth/sh, hook sth/sb up: to
connect something or someane to a
piece of equipment, an electronic
system, or an electricity supply » The
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air conditioning isn't hooked up yet,
and {t's increditly hot in herel +tow a
device for hooking up users (e the
Internet
hook-up  a temporary connection
between two pieces of equipment,
for example computers » Waiford
was speaking o @ reparter via a
satellite haokup.
2 hook up: to start a romantic or
sexual relationship with someone
» So, did you and Dan finolly hook up?
+ with» Guess what - jessie hooked
up with Pauf tast night!
3 hook up: to meet someone in order
{0 do something together socially,
+ with» Matt and | went out fora
drink and hooked up with Janet later
on.
& hook up: to agree to work with
another person or organization for a
particular purpose. + with» The
Beatles hooked up with another band
for a tour of the US.

HORN

HORN IN —

horn in: to interrupt or try to take
partin an activity when you are not
wanted » Pardon my rudeness for
hormning in where | have no business.
+ on & the guy whe fhorned in on my
date

HOSE

HOSE DOWN —

hose down sth/ sh, hose sth/ sh down:
fo wash something or someone using
a hose » Take Louis’ ear out on the
forecourt and hose it down.

HOT

HOT UP —

1 hot up: to become more exciting or
dangerous, with a lal mare activity
» The election campaign is already
hotting up.

. be huddled
¢ lie with your
: folded tose

¢ are cold or
i frightened

HORN » HUDDLE

2 hot up: to become holter » As the
climate hots wp, the polar ice caps will
start to melt

HOUND

HOUND OUT

hound out sb, hound sb out: to force
someone to leave a place or job by
making the situation very unpleasant
far them & She didn't resign; she was
hounded out by her colleagues. + of
» o man who was hounded out of one
couniry after ancther

HOWL
HOWL DOWN —

: howl down sb, howl sb down: to

prevent a speaker from being heard
by shouting loudly and angrily = At

| a public meeting today unian

officials were howled down by angry
strikers.

HUDDLE

HUDDLE UP *
up: to sit or
arms and legs

10 your body
because you

» She sat
huddied up in o corner, pale and
shivering.

HUDDLE UP, @S0 HUDDLE

: TOGETHER ¢

huddle up/together: to stand or sit
very close together with other people

i They sheltered in ¢ doorway and
! huddied up close for warmth. be

huddled up/together » They spent
Christmas huddied together in a

i church hail after their homes were
. flooded.



HUM » HURRY

HUM

HUM WITH —

hum with sth: if a place is humming
with activity, it is very busy » 8y 8
a'clack the streets are usvally
humming with life.

HUNGER

HUNGER AFTER, 2iSp HUNGER
FOR

hunger after/ for sth: Lo want
something very much = a fration
hungeting for chonge

HUNKER

HUNKER DOWN

1 hunker down: (o bend your knees

o0 that yeu are SRENG On your

heels very close 1o the ground

» We hunkered down arounad the
campfire,

2 hunker down: to make yourself
comfortable in 2 sale place, especially
for & long time w 1 thipk I'll just hurker
dawn in iy reom fhis eveiiing. be
hunkered down & You were hunkered
down 3o cosy [ didn't like to disturb
you.

3 hunker down: 1o prepare yourself for
a difficult sltuation » Negotigiars
hunkered down for a weekend of nan-
stop tafks.

HUNT

HUNT DOWN —

hunt down sb, hunt sb down: to
search for & person or animal by
chasing them until you catch them

» Runaway slaves were hunted down
like wild baasts. » The sole purpose of
his voyage was to iuat down the
Great White Whale.

HUNT QUT —

1 hunt out s/ sth, hunt sbfsth out: o
search for and find someone or
something in order to kill or destroy
them » 4 squadvon of aircraff wos
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ordered to hunt out every last enemy
submarine.

2 hunt out sth, hunt sth out: to search
for and find something that you need
or want » { must fry and hunt ot my
old riding boafs.

HURRY

HURRY ALONG  »

1 hueyy sthi sb along: to make
something happen mare quickly, o1 to
make someoene do something mare
quickly » Everyone was gelting
impatient, 50 | thought I try and
hurty things along, » Can you hury
the kids along o bit - hey're going to
be late for school.

2 hunry atong: ta go somewhere
quickly » Pecple hurrded along, their
heads bent agains! the wind,

HURRY QN -*

1 humry on: to cantinue walking or
going samewhere more quickly than
beflore » Patrick called after her, but
she hurried on, almost running. hurry
on ahead (=go somewheare quickly
without waiting for ather people)

» Ellis hurried on ahead to get the
tickets.

2 hurry of: to quickly continue
talking, often changing the subject

» tise hurried on Before he could
interrupt her + 1ok The chairman
dealt briefly with the first item and
then hurred on to ttem Two,

HURRY UP —

1 hurry up: to do somelhing more
quickly » You'd beteer burry up and
gef dressed if you wont Lo come with
me, » | wish they'd hurry up end fix the
TV hurry up! {=used to tell someone
ta come or go somewhere quickly)

w Hutiy up, o you'll get mo dineer.

2 hurry sthf sb up, kuery up sth/ sh: to
make something happen more qulckly,
or make someone do something more
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quickiy » I'm soiry the job's taking so
iocrg — " try to Hurry things up @ bit,

HUSH .

HUSH UP —

hush sth up, hush up sth: to pravent
other people from knowing about
something immaral or shacking » Gron
wanted it alf hushed up, but everyone
knew her son's death was svicide.

HYPE

HYPEUP +

4 hype up sthf sh, hype sth/sbup: to
make something or someone seem
more important or better than they
really are, so that prople will expect

[T

n

Uy e e
e
1

o

HUSH » HYPE

them to be very good » @ show that
was hyped up as the big sensetion of
the television season
hyped-up Aol a hyped-up event, film,
team et has been made to seem
more impartant or better than it
really is, especially by being
advertised a lot » anofher fiyped-up
dingsaur movie
2 he hyped up: Lo be very exgited or
anxious aboul something » Mow
she's alf hyped up end dying 10 se¢
him.
get hyped up » Before u big game the
plavers get hyped up, restless and
agitated.



ICE » IMPINGE
I -

ICE

ICE OVER *

ice over: Lo become covered with ice
w The loke had iced over by the next
morning. be iced over (=ba covered
with ice} w in some places the road
was iced over,
ICE UP

ice up: if
something
such as a
windaw ar a
machine ices
up, it
becomes
covered or
Blocked with
ice» My
windscreen was icing up and } could
hardly see the car in front. » The
aircraft pltniged to earth after its
angines iced up at 35,000 feet,

IDENTIFY

IDENTIFY WITH *

1 identify with sb/<th: to feel able to
understand someone, especially
because they sepm similar to you in
50me way » Young readers can easily
fdentify with Helen, the main choracier
fr the stary.

2 be identified with sth: to be
considered by many people to have a
close connection with someone or
something - Fats Waller's nome came
te be fdentified with o umigue style of
jazz

3 Identify (yourself) with sb/fsth: to
consider yourself to be part of 2 group
that has a particular set of baliefs

» pofiticians who wanied to identify
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themselves with the democracy
movement

IDLE

IDLE AWAY —

idle away sth, idle sth away: to spend
time in a relaxed way, doing nothing
» Natasha would sit idling away the
long summer days by the river.

IMBUE

IMBUE WITH -

imbue sthf sb with sth: to fill
something or spmecne with &
particular quality or feeting » AN his
peelry fs imbued with a sense of
Spirituafity. w They are a people deeply
fmbuwed with natiosal pride.

IMMERSE

IMMERSE IN —

1 be iImmersed in sth: 1o be
completely involved in an activity af in
thinklng about something » Some
people are 50 immersed In thefr
careers thal they aimost forget about
theic fornilies.

2 immerse yourself In sth: to take part
in something and become completely
involved in it » After his wife's death,
e immersed himself i his work,

IMPACT

IMPACT DN —

Impact on sth/ sb: to have an
important and naticeable effect on
something or someane » How da you
expect the rising price of off to impact
on European ecanomies ?
IMPINGE

IMPINGE ON, IS0 |MPINGE

UPON —

impinge on/ upen sk sth; to affect
someone or something, especlally in a
way that limits their freedom b new
police pawers that may impinge on
the rights of pratesters
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IMPOSE

IMPOSE ON, GlS0 IMPGSE UPON —
1 Impose 4 tax/ ban etc on sth/sb: 10
officially order that something must be
laxed, that someone should be
banned etc » The government
tonsidered imposing a tux on books,
» Pariiament imposed a ban an

olf strikes umong public sector
workers.

2 Impose sth on/ upon sh: Lo make
someane have the same ideas or
beliefs as yau, by influencing them
strongly & tzachers wha try to fipose
their own moral values on their
studants

3 Impose on sb: to expect or ask
sameone to do something for you Lhat
they might consider unreasonable

» We coufd ask them to let us stay the
night, but ! don’t want to impese on
them.

IMPRESS

IMPRESS ON, 0i5¢ IMPRESS
UPON —

impress sth en/upon sb: to make
sameone understand clearly that
something is very important » He
was very careful lo impress upon his
afficers the need for absoluie
sacrecy. + that » it had aiways been
Impressed on Alice that she must
talf the truth.

IMPROVE

IMPROVE ON, QiSO IMPROVE

UPON —

Improve onf upon sth: to do
something bettar than befaze or 10
tnoke It better than hefore m She has
scored 165 pois, ond ! don't think
anyone will improve on that.

W Advances ir radiotherapy will enabile
U5 1o improve or existing cancer
treatmers.

IMPOSE » INFRINGE

INDULGE

INDULGE IN —

indulge in sth: to let yourself do or
have something that you enjoy = A
new diet book clofms you can induige
in any foods ond still lose weighi.

* They stopped off in Fort Witlam

to indulge in some leisurely
shopping.

INFLICT

INFLICT OM, S0 INFLICT UPON -+
1 Inftict sth onf ppon sb: to talk about
your apinions and not accept that
other people might disagree with them
» He showldn’t try to inflict his beliefs
an gveryoiie alse.

2 inflict sb &n/upon sb: to make you
have to spend time with someone you
wuolld rather not be with s/ wisi she
wouldn't insist on inflicting her famity
on us every Christmas!

3 inflict yourself on sb: to visit or
spend time with someone when they
da not want you to be with them

» "Sorry to inflict myself on you
again.” “Don’t be sily. Come in end
have g drink.”

INFORM

INFORM ON, aiSC INFORM

AGAINST —

inform an/ against sb: to telt people in
authority about something dishonest
or illegal that someane has done

» They were amested in 1906 wher a
member of their gang informad on
themn,

INFRINGE

INFRINGE ON, 0/50 INFRINGE

UPCH

Infringe an/ upan sth: ta liml
someone's freedom or take their rights
away from them » Some studems
believe the mew law infringes upon
their freedam of expression.




INFUSE » INTERFERE

INFUSE

INFUSE WITH —

infuse sth with sth: to fill something
with a particular feeling or quality,
especially a good one ¥ fon infuses alf
her classes with an air of energy and
enthusiasm,

INJECT

INJECT INTO -+

inject sth into sth: to add a good
quality such as excitement or
enthusiasm to something » Better
communication between management
and workers has injected new
optimism into the workforce. v It is
hoped that the building of the lefsure
centre will inject new life into the
town.

INQUIRE

INQUIRE AFTER, IS0 ENQUIRE
AFTER

inquire after sh/ sth: to ask how
someene 15 ar what they have been
doing B Mr. Collins inquired politely
after Joe.

INQUIRE INTO, /50 ENQUIRE
INTO —

inquire into sth: to officially look far
more informalion aboul something in
order to decide If, why, or how it
happened » The Football League
appointed a commission to inguire
into alleged illegol payments by the
club.

INQUIRE OF, also ENQUIRE OF —
Inquire of sb: to ask sameone a
question about something » "Have
you any farily? she inquired of Mr
Oaks.

INSINUATE

INSINUATE —

insinuate yourself into sth: to
gradually gain someane's trust, by
pretending to be friendly and sincere
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» She delights in insinuating herself
into ather peaple’s lives, then turning
those fives upside down.

¢ INSIST

: INSIST ON, alS0 INSIST UPON —

. 1insist on/upon sth: 1o demand

: something and refuse to accept or do
anything else » She insisted on
absolute obedience ot all times,

insist on doing sth » Guy insisted on
paying for the meai, so f offered to
cook him dinner some time.

2 insist on/ upen sth: to behave in a
particular way, especially in a way that
annays other peaple, and refuse to
behave any differently. insist on doing
sth » He jnsisted on bringing his dog
everjwhere with him,

INSURE

INSURE AGAINST, al50 ENSURE
AGAINST

insure agalnst sth: to do something to
reduce the risk of something bad
happening to you » Police powers
shouwld be increased, fo insure against
further viglence in the streets.

INTEREST

INTEREST IN —

1 interest sb in sth: to try to persuade
sameone to do samething, often ta
buy something » The salesman was
trying to interest him in one of the
more expensive models.

2 can/could | interest you in sth?:
used te try to persuade someone to
buy or accept something » Can /
interest you in one of our new
discount phone cords?

INTERFERE

INTERFERE WITH —

1 interfere with sth: to prevent
someone from daing something
properly, or to prevent something from

making progress » Students should
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nat work so many haurs that the job
interferes with schoof work, » He
refused to let his iliness jnterfere with
his duties as President,

2 interfere with sth: to deliberately
damage something so that it does not
work properly » Palice say the thieves
managed to inteifere with the bank’s
alarm system.

INTERSPERSE

BE |NTERSPERSED WITH *

be interspersed with sth: to include
something in various places or at
various times » Tomorrow there will be
sunny periods interspersed with
occasional showers.

INURE

BE INURED TO, 0iS0 BE ENURED

T0 —

be inured/ enured to sth: to have
become so used to something
unpleasant that you are no longer
upset by it » Have we become so
Inured to suffering thar we don't think
to help peaple in need?

INVALID

BE INVALIDED OUT —

be invalided out: to be officially
allowed to leave a job, especially in
the army, navy etc, because of injury
of iliness » Her father fained the frish
Guards, but was invalided out in 1917

INVEST
INVEST IN —
1 Invest in sth: to buy something that
you Lhink will become more valuable
over time so you can sell [t for a profit
» Jones had made a small fortune by
fng in new internet ¢ fes.
2 Invest in sth: to buy something
because it is very useful and it will be
worth the money you spend » ft's
sensible to invest in a good pair of
funming shoes.

INTERSPERSE » INVITE

3 Invest sth in sth/ sb, invest in
sth/sb: to spend a lot of time, effort,
maney etc trying to make something
or someone successful » Robin's
father hod invested so much in her
musical career that she didn't want to
disappoint him.

g invest sth in sb: to give someone
the official authority to do something
» the constitutional power invested in
Congress to declare war

INVEST WITH -+

invest sb with sth: to give someone
official authority to do something

» The Court is invested with the power
to decide constitutional cases.

INVITE

INVITE ALONG —

Invite sh along, invite along sb: to ask
someone to come with you when you
are going somewhere = We're alf
going to see a film tonight — why don't
you invite Tom along? + with e They
invited me along to the beach with
them.

INVITE AROUND See INVITE ROUND
INVITE BACK —*

Invite sh back: to ask someone to
come ta your home after you have
been out somewhere together = Annie
invited Sheila back for coffee after the
meeting.
INVITE IN —
Invite sh in:
to ask
sameone (o
come into
yaur home,
roam, office,
etc - Ken
invited her in
to see his new house.

INVITE OUT —

invite sb out: to ask someane to go to
a film, restaurant, concert etc with




IRON » ITCH

vou. invite sb out to dinner/ the
cinema etc » I've been jnvited out to
dinner, but | don't feel iike going. + for
» Ben met Joan ot @ party, and invited
her out for a drink.

INVITE OVER —

invite 5b over: (o ask someone to come
Lo where you live, for example to have a
meal or drink & fohn and Susan have
invited me over far Sunday lunch.

» Yau should invite her over some time.
INVITE ROUND, Qf$0 INVITE

AROUND —

invite 5b round/ around: to ask
someane to come to where you live,
Jor example to have a meal or drimk
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» i often invite people round for Friday

. evening drinks.

IRON

IRON OUT +

iron out sth, iren sthout: if you iron
out smal| problems, you deal with
them = The managers meet once a
month 1o jron out any problems.
ITCH

ITCH FOR —

Itch for sth: to want something very
much and be very impatient to do it
# She could tell he was itching for a

: fight. » He says he's itching to get
¢ back imta Farmuta Gre cacing,
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J [ ]
JABBER

JABBER AWAY —

Jabber away: to talk quickly and
continuously in an annoying way » {

could hear Mike in the kitchen,
Jabbering away to the cook

JACK

JACK AROUND *

Jack sb araund: to deliberately make
things difficult for someone and waste
their time » The reaitors kept jacking
us around so we found another
agency to sell the house.

JACK IN —

Juck sth i, jack in sth: to stop doing a
job or other regular activity » If { stilf
don't like the job after another manth,
1'm jacking it in.

JACK UP —

1 jack up sth, jack sthup: to increase
prices, rates etc suddenly and by a
large amount » Alf the hotels jack up
thejr prices for the festival week.

a Jack sth up, jack up sth: to lift a
vehicle off the ground using a piece of
equipment that you put under the
vehicle to support it » He jocked the
car up and removed the domaged
wheel.

JAM

JAM ON —+
Jjam on the
brakes: to
suddeniy
put your
foot hard
on the
brake in
order to
stop your car > Panicking, she jommed

JABBER » JAZZ

on the brakes and the car tumed fn o
half circle.

JAM UP

12, jam sth up, Jam up sth: if a lot of
people or vehicles jam up a place,
they block it so that it is difficult to
mave ¥ So many people were rushing
to gef out ar once, they jammed up
the exits.

b. jam up: if a place jams up, there
are so many people or vehicles thete
that it becomes blocked and no one
can move > A siretch of road will
always fom up quickly after an
accident.

za. Jant up sth, fam sti up: to prevent
a machine from working properly by
getting stuck [n a part of it » The
paper keeps getting trapped and
Jjamming up the prittter.

b. jam up: if a part of a machine jams.
up, it no langer works properly
because something 1s preventing it
fram moving v Her gun suddenly
Jammed up and woulds't fire.

3 be jammed up against sth: to be oo
close to something or in an
uncomfortable position against it » a
tiny roam with g single bed jammed
up egainst the fireplace

JAR

JAR ON —

jar on sh: to make someane feel
annoyed or uncomfortable » She had
@ hard unpleasant taugh, which reaily
jarred on me. jar on the nerves/ ears
» The same old music blared out,
Jarring on everyone's nerves.

1aZZ

JAZZ UP —

jazz up sth, jazz sth up: to improve
something that is old or boring by
adding new ar interesting things to it
» plain rice jazzed up with mushirooms

and sun-dried tomatoes w if your Web



JERK » JOLLY

site tooks a bit boring, you could jazz

it up by adding a few grophics.
jazzed-up a0) made more exciting
and interesting » jozzed-up cuisine

JERK

JERK AROUND —

jerk sb around, jerk around with
sth/sb: to treat sameone badly by
deliberately making things difficult for
them » [ got tired of being jferked
around by everyone in the
department, so f quit.

JET

JET OFF -+
jet off: to
travel
somewhere
by plane fora
holiday, for
your work etc
» She has a
very
glamorous lifestyle - she's always
Jetting off to somewhere or ather.

JIBE

JIBE WITH -+

Jibe with sth: if one statement,
apinion, report ete jibes with anathei,
the information in them is similar

» The survey’s resuits jibe with what
baakers and economists are saying.

JOCKEY

JOCKEY FOR —

jockey for positien/ power: to
compete with other people ta try to
get into the best position or situation,
or to get control » Photographers
Jjockeyed for position autside the
courfroom. » As the president'’s health
declined, potential rivals begarn
jockeying for power.

JOCKEY INTO —

Jockey sth inte sth: to move
something large into a particular place
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or position & Space coniroliers
Jjockeyed the satellite into a G2-mife-
high orbit.

JoG

JOG ALONG

jog aleng: to continue steadily In the
same way as usual, without anything
exciting or unusual happening

> United have been jogging along in
the middie of the league tubles ait
season,

JOIN

JOIN IN —

Joinin, join In sth: te start doing or
becoming involved in something with
other peaple » Wher we get to the
charus, | want everybody to join in.

B Politely, he joined in the laughter.
JOIN UP +

1joln up: to become a member of the
army, navy, or air force » Young men
and women were urged to join up and
Serve their country.

2 join up sth, jein sth up: to connect
or fasten things together » You have
t0 join up the dots to make a picture.
3 joln up: if two things join up they
come together and connect with each
ather » There are two poths around
the lake and they jain up by the
bridge.

4 join up: to work with other people or
go somewhere with them in arder to
do something » We joined up to make
a quiz team. + with » The SS Brilliant
will jain up with the other ships and
head west.

JOLLY

JOLLY ALONG —+

jolly sb/sth along: to make someone
feel more cheerful, by talking to them
in a friendly and encouraging way

> She tifed to jolly him along and get

i him to join i with the others.
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)JOT DOWN —

Jot sth down, jot down sth: to quickly
write something on a piece of paper
® jot down your suggestions on o
piece of paper and give them to me.

JUGGLE

JUGGLE ABOUT WITH 5€€ JUGGLE
WITH

JUGGLE AROUND WITH S€€ JUGGLE
WITH

JUGGLE WITH -

Juggle sth with sth, juggle with sth: to
try to do or deal with mare than one
Jeb or situation at the same time

» Grace was juggling a full-time job
with looking ofter three young children.
JUGGLE WITH, QSO JUGGLE ABOUT
WITH, JUGGLE ARQUND WITH

Juggle with sth, juggle about with sth,
Juggle around with sth: to arrange
sets of numbers, information, amounts
etc in various ways, changing them if
necessary in order to get the result
you want » My accountant juggles
with the figures, and then telis me
how much tax { have to pay.

JUICE

JUICE UP —

Julce up sth, juice sth up: to make
something more Interesting or exciting
» He became known for his skill at
Julcing up ofd tunes for the dance flaor,

JUMBLE
JUMBLE

up —
Jumble sth
up, jumble
up sth: te mix
things
tagether so
that they are
no longer
arranged neatly or in order» Al the

1OT » JUT

pagers on my desk were jumbled up
and i couldn't find o thing.

S JUMP

JUMP AT —+
jump at sth: to eagerly accept an
opportunity to do something » Jf | was
offered the job, of caurse I'd jump at it,
jump at the chance » Most people
would jump at the chance ta meet
their childhood hero,

JUMP IN

jump in: to interrupt someone or
suddenly start talking when other
people are having a conversation » He
was going to say more, but she
jumped in. “You can't be serious!”
JUMP ON —*

jump on sb/ sth: to unfairly criticize or
punish someone as scon as they do
anything slightly wrong » Mum’s being
s0 mean these days — every time 1 say
something she jumps on me.

JUMP OUT AT

jump out at sb: if something jumps
out at you, you notice it quickly » As ]
read it thvough again, several
mistakes jumped out at me.

Jump up —

jump up: to stand up very suddenly

» When she heard Clarissa scream,
she jumped up and ran outside.

Jut

JUT QuT

{ut out: to come out further than the
rest of something, or beyond the edge
of something. + into/ from/ of » Cape
Fimisterre juts out fnto the Atlantic
Ocean. v A plece of metal jutling out
from the loaded vehicle caught him on
the heed.

JutTuP —

jut up: to come up above the surface of
something, or to point upwards » The
poving was wrecked, with pleces of
stane jutting up af odd ongles.
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Kk

KEEL

KEEL OVER —+

keel aver: to fall over sideways,
especially because you feel weak or
unsteady » He looked as if e was
ready to keel over from exhoustion.

KEEP

KEEP AFTER —

keep after sb: to ask someone again
and again to do samething until they
do it = Tony's children and relatives
kept after him to stop drinking.

KEEP AT

1 keep at sth: to continue to do some-
thing, although it is difficult or hard
work » How long do you think you't!
keep at this job? keep at'it » { know
the traming Is hard, but keep at it,

2 keep sb at it: to make someane
continue to work hard and not let
them stap & You'll have to keep him at
his pfano practice or he'll never pass
the exam.

KEEP AWAY -+

1 keep away: to not go near a person,
place, or animal » You'd better keep
away. ! don’t want you to get my cold.
+ from » If { were you I'd keep away
from that area af night.

2 keap sh/ sth away, keep away
sbfsth: to prevent someone or
something from going near a person
o1 place » Rub the liquid onto your
skin to keep mosquitoes away.

+ from » Dad kept us away from
schooi for o week.

3 keep away sth, keep sth away: to
prevent an illness from infecting
someone & Vitomin C is supposed to
keep away colds.
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KEEP BACK —

1 keep back: to not stand near
something or not move towards it

» Keep well back, please. This could
be dangerous. + from » Police were
teNing people to keep back from the
side of the road.

2z keep back sbj sth, keep sb/ sth
back: to prevent someone or
something from moving forward » Fhe
organizers have put up barriers to
keep back the crowds. » He tied o
scaef eround his head (o keep his hafv
back,

3 keep sth back, keep back sth: to
keep part of something instead of
using it all immediately, so that you
have it to use later & ! managed to
keep back a couple of cuses of beer,
Just for aur own use.

4 keep sth back: to deliberately nat
tell someone all that you know about
something & 've honestly ro idee
wehat happened - do you think I'd keep
anything back if | knew? + from » Ellie
was sure fie was keeping something
back from her.

5 keep back sth, keep sth back: if you
keep back your tears or your feelings,
you do nol cry or show your feelings

w | tried to explofn, trying hard to keep
back the tears, » He was unable to
keep back his anger any longer.

6 keep sb back: to make someone
stay after a class b After the first
lesson the teocher kept me back fora
little chat.

7 keep sb back: to make someone stay
at the same level, and not let them
progress to a higher level » Mick was
kept back a year at college after he
faited all his exams.

KEEP DOWN —

1 keep sth down, keep down sth: to
prevent the size, cost, or quantity of
something from increasing ¥ No sugar,
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thanks - I'm trying to keep my weight
thown. keep prices/ costs down » The
shop keeps prices down by buying
facal produce.

2 keep sth down, keep down sth: used
to ask someone to make less noise.
keep your voice down & Keep your
voice down! She'll hear you! keep it
down » Can you ask the kids to keep it
down, {'m trying ta wark.

3 keep down also keep your head
down: to stay close to the ground in
order to hide » joey told me to keep
down and stay quiet so the guard
wouldn't spot us.

4 keep down sb, keep sb down: to
keep people under strict control or
limit their freedom in an unfair way

» Women have been kept down for far
100 fong. » on oppressive sdciety in
which people from ethnic minorities
were kept down

KEEP FROM

1 keep sb/sth fram sth: to prevent
someone from doing sormething or
something from happening. keep sb
from doing sth » He complained that
he had been kept from seeing his
ehildren by his ex-wife. keep sb from
sth » { hope I haven't kept you from
your work. keep sth from deing sth

® Stand the plant in @ bow! of water to
keep the soil from getting dry.

2 keep (yourself) from doing sth: to
prevent yourself from doing
something, with difficulty » [ loaked
quickly away to keep from laughing.

9 keep sth from sb: to deliberately not
tell someone about something » The
government has tried to keep this
information from the public. » | felt
that he was keeping something from
mie,

KEEP IN

1 keep sb in: to make someone stay in
o place, especially as a punishment

KEEP

» The children behaved so badly that
the teacher kept them in at lunchtime.
2 keep sb in: to make someane stay in
a hospital because they are oo ill to
g0 hame & They kept me in overnight
just for observation.
KEEP IN WITH —
keep in with sb: to try to remain
friendly with someone » Young people
aften do sifly things because they
want to keep in with their friends.
KEEP QFF —+
1 keep off sth: to not go onta an area
af land v The children hod been told
to keep off the beach, » There was a
sfgm saying Keep off the grass.”
2 keep sb/ sth off sth: to prevent
someone or something from gaing
onto an area of land, a road etc
» Please could you keep your dog off
the flower beds. » Rain kept both
tearns off the pitch for long periods.,
3 keep sth off sth/ sb, keep sth off,
keep off sth: to prevent something
from touching or harming something
ar someane w linny was wearing a
hood to keep off the rain. » How are
we going io keep these wasps off the
od?

4 keep your hands off sh/ sth: to not
touch or go tao close lo someone or
something » “Keep your hands off
me!" Linda shouted at Don.

5 keep off sth: to not eat, drink, or
take something that is bad for you

w if you want to lose wefght, you
should keep off fotty foods.

6 keep sb off sth: to stop someone
from eating, drinking, or taking
something that is bad for them & The
programme is aimed af keeping
teenagers off drugs.

7 keep off sth: to avoid tzlking aboul a
particular subject, especially hecause
it might upset someone » { think we



KEEP

ought to keep off the subject of
personal relationships.

8 keep sth off, keep off sth: if you
keep weight off, you do not get
heavier again after you have lost
welght » 1t's usually easier (o lose
weight than to keep it off.

9 keep off: if bad weather keeps off, it
does nat begin, although it looks as il
it might begin saon » The rain kept off
until we boarded our coach at 6.15.
KEEP ON

1 keep on: to continue to do
something or go somewhere. keep on
doing sth » She kept on walking unti!
she came to a phone box. » The aibuin
has made over £30m akeady, ond
people keep on buying it. keep on
with sth s Jf it continues to rain, the
Hayers won't be able to keep on with
the game.

2 keep on doing sth: to do something
a lot of times » } don't like to keep on
borrowing money from the bank.

¥ He's a brilliant player — he just keeps
on scoring goals.

3 keep on: to continue to talk about
something in an annoying or boring
way. + about » [ wish my parents
wouldn't keep en about my exams all
the time. keep on and on = / know
what you think, so there's no need to
keep on and on about it.

4 keep sb on, keep on sb: to continue
to employ someone b The company
fave kept o ¢ staff of thirty, out of an
originol goo.

KEEP ON AT —+

keep on at sb: to tell someone
something or ask them something a
lot of times, especially in an annoying
way » If | dida't keep on of the
children, theyd never get their
honiework done. w» Please don't keep
on at me. 4 tell you if | knew.
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i KEEP OUT —

1 keep out: to not go into a place or
¢ building » Danger: Keep out!» They
i boarded up the windows and put up

‘Keep Out’ notices. + of » Please keep
out of my office when I'm not there.

: 2 keep sbfsth out, keep aut sb/sth:

i 1o prevent someone or something

: from coming into a place » Barricades
: were put up to keep out the

: protestors, + of ! try to keep other

people out of the kitchen when i'm
cooking.

KEEP OUT OF —

1 keep sb/ sth out of sth: to prevent
someone or something from getting
involved in a situation » Anng had
tried hard to keep fohn out of her life.
» They somehow managed to keep
their country out of the war.

2 keep out of sth: ta not get involved
in a situation » “What’s the matter? |
asked. “You keep out of this,” Charlic
replied sharply.

KEEP TO —

1 keep to sth: to stay In one particular
area or place » Jourists are advised (o
keep to the well-lit areas of the town.
» Keep to the main road and you con’t
go far wrong.

2 keep to sth: to do what has been
stated in an agreement, plan, or law
» There would be fewer accidents if
people kept to the speed limits.

3 keep sth to sth: to limit something
to a particular number or amount

» Your stories should be kept to no
more than 500 words. keep sth o a
minimum » Hospital waiting times
must be kept to a minimum.

4 keep sth to yourself: to not tell
anyone about something = What I'm
gaing to teil you now is a secret, Can
you keep it to yoursel?

5 keep yourself to yourself aflso keep
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to yourself: to prefer to be alone
rather than with other people

» Neighbours described him as o quiet
man who kept himself to himself.

6 keep to sth: to continue fo talk
about one particular subject, instead
of starting to talk about others

» Please try and keep to the subject
under discussion. keep to the point

» He's @ hopeless speaker. He can't
keep ta the poir.

KEEP UP —

1 keep up sth, keep sth up: to
conlinue doing something » The
doctor advised me to keep up the
treatment for two weeks. » Any
exercise is good for you, but ideally
you should keep it up reqularly. keep
up the good work (=continue to work
hard and well) » Well dore, people!
Keep up the good work. keep it up
(=continue to work hard and well)

» Me had been revising for nearly five
weeks and felt he couldn't keep it up
for much longer.

2 keep up: if something keeps up, it
continues without stopping of
changing » Everyene was wondering
how long the rain could keep up.

3 keep up: to go as quickly as
someone else » Maggie had a store in
her shoe, and was finding it hard to
keep up. + with > She had to walk fast
to keep up with him.

4 keep up: to manage to do as much
or as well as other people » Teachers
should offer advice to children in
hospital orr how to keep up at school.
+ with » Older employees often find it
difficult to keep up with their younger
colleagues.

5 keep up: to keep changing the way
in which you do something because
the situation you ara in keeps
changing » Fashions change so
quickly nowadays that you need a lot

KEEP

of money to keep up. + with » Many
smaller firms have been unable to
keep up with the pace of change. keep
up with demand (=supply as much of
something as is wanted) & /t’s difficult
to produce computer games fast
enough ta keep up with demand.
6 keep up: to know about and
understand the most recent facts of a
situation or subject » Technology
changes all the time. it's almost
impossible to keep up. + with» We
encourage all our employees to keep
up with new developments.
7 keep up sth, keep sth up: to make
sormething continue at its present level
or amount » The hostages seng songs
and swapped stories to keep their
5pirits up.
B keep up: to increase at the same
speed as something else. + with
» Salaries have not kept up with
infiation in the last few years.
9 keep up sth, keep sth up: to
continue to practise something that
you learned so that you do not forget
it » Greg used to play the piano. but
I'm afraid he hasn't kept it up.
10 keep sth up, keep up sth: to look
after a building and pay for any work
that needs to be done, so that it stays
In good condition w {0 the end the
family didn't have enough maoney to
keep the old house up.
upkeep v the process and cost of
looking after a building » On g house
this size, the upkeep is enormous,
11 keep sb up, keep up sh: to prevent
someane from going to bed at the
usual time » The naise from the party
next doar kept everyone up.
KEEP UP WITH —
keep up with sb: 1o write ta, phone, or
meet a friend regularly, so that you do
not forget each ather » /'ve kept up
with several of my old schoolfriends.
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KEY

KEY IN —
key sth in,
key in sth: to
type
information
into a
computer w if
you key your
message irt first, Pl show you how to
send it

KEY UP —

be keyed up: ta be very nervous or
excited about something » He soor
arrfved, all keyed up at the thought of
seefrng Rosie again,

KICK

KICK ABOUT 5€€ KICK AROUND

KICK AGAINST, aiS0 KICK OUT
AGAINST —

kick (out) against sb/sth: to go
against what someone in authority
wants, because you feel they are
trying to control you too much b Jt's
the story of a young girl growing ug
and kicking against society:

KICK AROUND, afS0 KICK ABOUT —
1 kick around/ about sth, kick sth
around/ about: to discuss an idea with
a group of people in an informal way
= The ideo of @ business merger has
been kicked around for some time
now.

2 be kicking around/ about (sth): if
something is kicking around a place, it
is somewhere in that place but you do
not know exactly where » That book
was kicking around the house far
ages, but now it's disappeared!

3 kick sb around/ about: to treat
someone badly, especially by
expecting them to do whatever you
tell them to do » Same of the staff
definitely feel that they get kicked
around too much.
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KICK BACK *

1Kick back: to relax » Stewart decided

to kick bock and enjoy himself that

afternoon.

2 Kick back sth, Kick sth back: to

pay someone part of the money

you earned from a deal because

they helped you to make the

deal & The travel agencies kicked

back part of their commissian to

comparies who signed contracis

with them.
kickback 1 money that you pay to
someone because they have helped
you get more, usually from a secret
or illegal deal » Roth has beer
charged with collecting more than
£224,000 if kickbacks.

KICK DOWHN —»

kick sth down, kick down sth: ta break

a door or other structure by kicking it

violently » He threatened to kick down

the door if she didn 't open it straight

away.

KICK N —

1 kick in sth, kick sth in: to break open

a door, window etc by kicking it very

hard » Firemen kicked in a window

and managed to get the children out

of the house.

2 kick in: to start to have an effect or

start to work » Far some peaple it can

take severa! heurs before the effects

of the drug kick in.

3 kick in sth, kick in: to join with

others in giving money or help » He

doesn't really kick in and do his share

af the housework.

KICK OFF —

1 kick off, kick off sth, kick sth off: if

an event kicks off or you kick it off. it

starts » The conference is scheduled

to kick off af noon. + with » The band

kicked off the night's music with an

old Bill Haviey number.
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2a. Kick off:
If o game of
football kicks
off, it starts
» The game
kicked off an
hour late
after heavy
retin,
Kick-off n the time when a game of
football starts & United were the
better team right from the kick-off.
b. kick off: if a team or its players kick
off, they start to play a game. + against
» England will kick off against France
af 2 o'clock this afternoon.
KICK QUT —
kick sb/sth out, kick out sbf sth: to
lorce someone or something to leave a
place, organization, ar position of
power » The landlord kicked me out of
my room because ! couldn’t pay the
rent. + of » Amy was kicked out of
university for failing her exams.
KICK QUT AGAINST Sege KICK
AGAINST
KICK OVER —
kick over: if an engine kicks over, it
starts working & It won't kick over, so !
quess we'll have to tow the car to the
garage,
KICK UP —
1 kick up a fuss also kick up a stink:
to complain a lot about something
» Local residents are kicking up a fuss
about the noise from the airport.
2 Kick up a storm: to cause a lot of
trouble or discussion about something
® If the government goes ahead with
the new tax, it will kick up a political
storm.
3 kick up sth, kick sth up: to increase
something, usually a price » When the
landiord kicked up his rent, Mallory
packed his bags and feft.

KID » KISS

KID

KID AROUND —

kid around: to make jokes or behave
in asilly way » Don't pay any
atteation ta him. He's just kidding
around.

KILL

KILL OFF —

1 kill off sth/sh, kill sth/ sb off: to kill
things or people in large numbers

» Disease killed off over half the
popalation,

2 Kill off sth, kill sth off: to destroy or
get rid of something completely and
finally » The show was so unpeputar
that the producers decided to kil it off.

KIP

KIP DOWN —r

Kip down: to sleep somewhere,
especially somewhere where you do
not usually sleep » The party didn't
finish till three, so 1 kipped down at

i Jjone’s house. + on » You have the
i bed, Il kip down on the sofa.

{KISS

KIS5 AWAY —
kiss away sth, kiss sth away: (o kiss.
someane to try to make them feel
better = Harry held her tightfy, kissing
away her tears.

KISS OFF —

1 kiss offl: used ta tell someone to go
away or stop saying rude things » Kiss
off, foe! If you can't say anything nice,
then just shut up!

2 kiss off sth, kiss sth off: to decide
that something is not worth the time,
effort, money etc that is involved

» Perhaps you can try talking to your
wife, instead of just kissing off the
relatianship.

KISS UP TO —

kiss up to sb: to try Lo please
someone, especially in order to get



KIT » KNOCK

them to do something for you » Dan is
perfectly capoble of getting a
pramotion without kissing up to the
boss,

KIT

KIT OUT

kit sb/ sth out, kit out sb/sth: to
provide someone or something with
the clothes or equipment they need.
+ with » First you will be kitted out

with a safety heliet and a lamp, » The :

tondon studio is lavishly kitted out
with six cameras.

BE KITTED OUT, al50 BE KITTED

upr

be kitted out/up in sth: Lo be dressed
in clothes of a particular type » The
children were kitted out in matching
ski suils.

KNEEL
KNEEL
DOWN —
kneel down:
to move into
a position in
which your
knees are on
the ground .
» She knelt down and put her arms
around the child.

KNIT

KNIT TOGETHER —

1 knit together sthf sh, knit sth/sb
together. if two or more people are
knit together by something, they are
united by it » Communities are knit
together by laws, retigion, and
custonm,

2 knit together: if people or things
knit together, they fit together or work
together well » The lods in the team
have knitted together extremely well,
3 knit together: if broken bones knit
together, they join and grow together

R e
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again » / had to rest my leg for o
month, to give the bones a chance to
knit tagether.

KNOCK

KNOCK ABOUT WITH S£€ KNOCK
AROUND WITH

KNOCK ARDUND, GI50 KNOCK
ABOUT —

1 knock sb aroundf about: to hit or
kick someone several times b Her
husbond was a big man who used to
knock her around. get knocked about
» | get the feeling some of the kids are
getting knocked about at home,

2 knock around/ about sth, knock
around/ about: to spend tine
somewhere, without doing anylhing
very serious or important i { didn't
wart o leave the city now. I'd spent
enough tite knocking about in the
country.

: 3 be knacking around/ about: if

something is knocking around, it is in
a particular place, but it has been
forgotten about, or not used for a long
time » ! used an old tennis racket that
| found knocking eround in the attic.

4 knock sth around/ about: to kick or
hit a ball around, especially in a nat
very serious way b The boys were
knocking a ball around on the grass.
5 knock around, about sth: to spend
time travelling around a place, doing
whatever you want to do or doing very
little & Sarah had knocked around the
world a bit and seen a fot of places.
KNOCK ARDUND WITH, al50 KNOCK

i ABOUT WITH

= knock around / about with sb: to
: spend a lot of your free time with
: someone » On Saturdays f knock

around with my friends from school.
KNOCK BACK

1 knock back sth, knock sth back: to
drink something, especially alcohol,
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quickly or in large amounts » She
poured herself o glass of whisky and
knocked it back. )
2 knock sb back: to shock or surprise
someone » When my Dad wen! off
with another woman, it knocked the
whole famiy back.
KNOCK DOWN —
1 knock sb down, knock down sb: if a
vehicle knacks someone down, it hits
them so that they fall to the ground
and may be injured or killed & As
Tracey was getting out of her car, @
maotorcycle nearly knocked her down.
2 knock down sth, knock sth down: to
dellberately destroy and remove a
bullding or a part of a building » A lot
of the older houses were knocked
down to make space for new ones.
3 knock sth down, knock down sth: to
reduce the price of something. + to
» The agents recommended krocking
the price down to £150,000. + from
» He's knocked down the painting
from £200 to £170.
knockdown ap) a knockdown price is
very cheap  In the end the lund wos
s0ld at a knockdown price.
4 knock sb down: to persuade
someaone to reduce the price of
something they are selling you. + to
» She wanted £2,000 far the car, but |
knocked her down to £1,800.
& knock down sth, knock sth down: to
argue that an idea, suggestion elc is
not right, or not worth considering
» His argument was completely
iMogical, and easily knacked down.
KNOCK OFF —
1 knock off sth, knock sth off: to
reduce a price by a particular amount
» I'fl knock £100 off your toan if you
repay it by the end of the month.
2 knack it off!: used to tell someone
to stop doing something that is
annoying you » Knock it off, Liz!

KNOCK

There's no reasan to drive like an idiot!
3 knack off sth, knock sth off: to
reduce a total by a particular amount
v {d like to knock ¢ minute off my
running time,
4 knock off sb/ sth, knock sh/sth off:
to defeat a person or {eam in 3 race,
game etc b The Buls had krocked off
The Rockets in the first round.
5 knock off: to stop working because
itis time to go home » Al the factory
workers knock off at 3 p.an. on Fridays.
® 'm gaing to knock off early today.
& knocl off sh, knack sb off: Lo
murder someone » They say he
knocked off his wife for the insurance
money.
7 knock sth off, knock off sth: to steal
something » Who would want to
krrack off these old bicycles?
KNOCK OUT +
1 knock sb
out, knock
out sb: to
make
someong
become
unconscious
® { hit him on
the jow and completely knacked him
out. » The nurse gave him some pills
to knock him out. knock yourself out
(=make yourself unconscious,
especially by hitting your head on
something) & She fell agafast the sink
and knocked herself out.
2 knock sh/ sth out, knock out shf sth:
to defeat a person or a team in a
competition so that they can no longer
take part » England had been
knocked out of the Wortd Cup.
Iknockout ki a competition in which
only the people or teams that win
one part play in the next part» a
semi-final knockout v a knockout
[DIHPE!I!'DH




KNOW

3 knock sb out: if something knocks
you out, you are surprised by haw
goad itis b When | firs! saw the
movie, it really knocked me out.
knockout an) extremely good
w anather knackout performance by
United
be a knockout v pHkase if someone of
somelhing is a knockout, they are
extremely good or atirattive » She
was a real kmockout o that dress.
4 knock sth out, knock out sth: to stop

the flow of electricity to an area » High :

winds have knocked ouf power in
many parts of North Chicago,

5 knock sb out: to make someone
extremely tired or sleepy » it had
been o hard day, ond ! was
completely knocked out by the time |
got home.

KNOCK OUT OF —

knock sth out of sb: to stop someone
behaving in a particular way by being
very strict or unkind » Leonard was
always trouble. His Dad tried to
knock it out of him but it made no
difference.

KNOCK OVER —
1 knock

sthsb over,
knock over

sthfsb: to
hit ar push
something or'
someong
with the
result that

they fall down w At that moment Saily
jumped up, knocking over her glass of
wine.

2 knock sh over, knock over sb.: to hit
someone with a car while you are
driving = An eighty-twa-year-old
woman was knocked over outside her
horme on Sunday.
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KNOCK TOGETHER +

1 knock sth together, knock together
sth: to make something quickly and
without much effort, especially using
things that you find or have by chance
+ They'd got sheets of plastic end bits
of woad and knocked them together
inta a shelter.

2 knock sth together, knock together
sth: 1o make twe rooms or huildings
into one room or building, by
removing the wall that separates them
v Two or thiee little roams were
knocked together to make one big
spacious kitchen.

KNOCK UP —+

1 knock up sth, kneck sth up, knock sb
up sth: to make something, quickly
and without much effort, especially
using things that you have or find by
chance » She was the sort of girl who

i could knock up wonderful dinners in

[fifteen minutes

2 knock sb up, knock up sb: to wake
someone by knocking on the door of
their room or house & We had to be
knocked up ot three i the marmning to
catch the plane home.

3 knock up sth, knack sth up: to
succeed in winning a particular
number of points in a game » He's

¢ knocked up 25 goals in ten games.

KNOW

KNOW OF —

1 Ynow of sthf sb: to have heard or
read about something or someone # /
know of a waman who weni to prisan

| for five years for stealing a few

pounds. v Did Mr Macarron have any
enemies that yott know of?”

2 little/ nothing is known of sth/sb:
used to say that there is little or no
information about something or
someone # Litte is known of
Shakespeare's early years.
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KNUCKLE

KNUCKLE DOWN —

knuckle down: to start Lo work or
study more seriously than you have
been doing » The manager called on
his players to knuckle dawr after o
series of disappointing results. + to
» The holiday was over and it was
time to knuckle down to work,
KNUCKLE UNDER ~

knuckle under: 1o agree to do what

KNUCKLE » KOWTOW

 someone is trying to force you to do
i » She's wrong if she thinks we're just

going to knuckle under without
flahting back.

KOWTOW

KOWTOW TO —

kowtow ta sh/sth: to do whatever
someone in autharity wants you to do
» The days when people used to

I outomatically kowtow to their

emplover are gore,



LABOUR » LAND

LI

LABOUR

LABOUR UNDER —

1 labour under a misapprehension
also labour under an ilusion ete: to
believe something that is not true,
especially with the result that you
make had decisions » The whole
country was labauring under the
dangerous illusion that they were the
strongest nation en earth,

2 labour under sth: 10 be badly
affected by something which makes it
difficult for you to progress or be
successful » Mamy poorer families
labaur under o massive burden of
deprivation and debf.

LACE

LACE UP —

lace up sth. lace sth up: 1o fasten
shoes, boats, or other clothes by tying
the laces » She sat down and laced up
her shoes,

LACE WITH —

1 lace sth with sth: to secretly put
alcohol or a drug into someone's food
or drink b Staff found food in the
kitchens thot had been laced with
poison,

2 be laced with sth: if something is
laced with a particular quality, it
contains some of it all rhe_way through
» Leigh's play is heavily laced with
irony,

LADLE

LADLE QUT —

1 ladle out sth, ladle sth out: to serve
soup or other food into dishes using a
big spoon » Alice began ladling out
the stew.

2 ladle out sth, ladle sth out: to give
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i+ people a lot of something, especially

infarmation, advice, or praise

» Schools are constantty ladling out
advice on drugs and sex to young
people.

- LAG

LAG BEHIND —

1 lag behind, lag behind sb/ sth: to
make less progress or be less
successful Lhan sumeone or
something else » in the pas!, girls
lagged behind boys in maths and

L oscence.

2 lag behind, lag behind sb/ sth: to
mave more slowly than the other
people or things in a group, 50 that
you are a long distance behind

them » She noticed that Beth was
lagging behind, and stopped ta wait
far her.

 LAND

LAND IN —

land (sb} in trouble/jail etc: to get
into a bad situation, or put someone
in a bad situation » | hope I haven’t
tanded you in trouble with the boss.
v Her husband had e violent temper,
which often londed him in court.

Lland sbin it (=cause a ot of trouble
for somenne, especially by telling a
person in authority about something
wrong they have done) » You've really
landed me in it this time! [ wish you'd
kept quiet!

LAND UP —

land up: to finally arrive in a place or
situation after a long time, especially
when this was not intended » She got
on the wrong train and landed up
somewhere just cutside Newcosile,

® The letter eventually landed up on
his desk a few days later.

LAND WITH —

land sb with sth: to make someone do
or deal with something, especially
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something they do not want lo do

® Penny was always being landed with
the job of looking after the kids at
weekends. land yourself with sth
(=get into situation in which you have
to deal with something, or have to pay
a lot of money) » 1'd do what they say
If | were you. You don't want to land
yourself with a huge fine.

LAP

LAP UP —

1 lap up sth, lap sth up: to enjoy
something such as praise o1 atiention
and accept it eagerly I fon was clearly
lapping up oll the attention from his
new group of fans.
2 lap up sth,

lap sthup: if

an animal

laps up milk,

water etc, it

drinks the

milk, water

etc» The cat =
was lapping

up the mifk.

LAPSE

LAPSE INTO —+

1 lapse into silence, unconsciousness
elc: to become silent or unconscious
et » Lauva lapsed into a frosty
silence, staring blindly out through the
window.

2 lapse into sth: to change into a
much worse state or condition » The
economy continued to lapse into
decline.

3 lapse into sth: to start behaving or
speaking in a way that you used to
speak or behave in the past but are
now trying not to » Now and again she
lapsed into her native Glasgow accent.
» Joe managed to give up the
drinking, but soon lapsed back into
his old ways.

LAP » LAST

LARK

LARK ABOUT, a/S0 LARK ARQUND —+
lark about/ around: to have fun by
behaving in a silly way » The kids took
littde interest in their lessons, and
spent most of the time larking about.

LASH

LASH DOWN +

lash down: if the rain lashes down, a
lot of rain falls and there is often a lot
of wind & The raia was lashing down
and the wind was howling through the
trees.

LASH OUT —

1lash out: to suddenly speak angrily
to someone or suddenly criticize
someone very strongly. + at/ against
» She lashed out in fury at her
colleagues, accusing them of sexisin,
2 lash out: to suddenly try to hit or
attack someone, + with » Brendan
lashed out with his fist ond caught the
thief on the jaw. + at » He lashed out
at the policeman, but missed.

LAST

LAST QUT —

1 last out sth, last out: to continue
living or continue working properly

» His futher wasn't expected to last
out the night. » She wosn't suie if her
voice would iast out untif the end of
the concert.

2 last out sth, last sut: to continue
what you are doing until the job,
journey, or experience etc is finished,
even though It is difficult » At times !
thought | would never last aut the
trial. » “Da you want me to stop the
car?™ “Na | think ! can last out till we
get home.”

3 last out, last out sth: if supplies of
something last out, there is enough
for a particular period of time & /5

i there enough fuel to last out until the
i mext delivery?



LATCH » LAY

LATCH

LATCH ON, /50 LATCH ONTO
latch on, latch onto sth: to understand
what someone means or realize that
something is happening & By the time
Jd latched onto what was hoppening,
the thieves were already halfway down
the street,

LATCH ON TO, aiso LATCH ONTO —
1 latch on ta/ onte sth: to decide that
something is very good or useful and
start using it » People are starting to
tatch onto the idea of shopping on the
Internet.

2 latch on to/ onto sth, latch on

taf onto sb: to pay a lot of attention to
something or someone because you
think they are important or interesting
¥ The press are aliways quick to latch
onto arry story imvolving the Royal
farmily.

3 latch on tof onto sb, latch yourself
on to/onto sb: to spend time with
someone and talk with them,
especially when they do not want you
with them » A young man had latched
onto her earlier on in the evening.

LAUGH

LAUGH AT —»

1 laugh at sth: to think that an idea,
suggestion et¢ is silly and should not
be considered seriously » People used
to leugh ot the idea of interplanetary
travel .

2 laugh at sb: to make jokes abaut
someone and make unkind remarks
about them » The other kids used fo
taughi at him and call him names.

3 laugh at sth: Lo seem not to care
about something that other people
think is serious » Young offenders
often just laugh at warnings from the
police.

LAUGH OFF *

laugh sth off, laugh off sth: to pretend
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that you are not worried about a
problem or criticism by laughing and
making jokes about it » He laughed
off suggestions that the club was
planning to sack him.

LAUNCH

LAUNCH INTO —

launch into sth: to suddenly start
talking about samething, especially
with a |ol of enthusiasm or force » He
then launiched into a blistering atteck
on his critics,

LAUNCH OUT —

launch aut: to start doing something
new, especially something that
involves risk » He left his father's firm
and leunched out in business on his
own,

LAVISH

LAYISH ON, GIS0 LAVISH UPON —
lavish sth on/ upon sb, lavish sth

on/ upon sth: to give someane or
something a lot of praise, attention,
presents etc » When the series was
first shown, the media lavished praise
on ils creator.

LAY

LAY ABOUT

lay about sb: to attack someone by
hitting them violently » His atlackers
began laying about him with sticks.
LAY ASIDE —

1 lay aside sth, lay sth aside: to stop
doing something or stop thinking
about something, especially so that
you are able to make progress » The
two communities will have to lay aside
their differences and learn to live in
peace with each other.

2 lay aside sth, lay sth aside: to keep
something, especially money, and not
use it now, 50 that you can use it in
the future » They laid aside a small
emount of money each month,
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LAY BEFORE —
|my sth before sh/sth: to give
something to a parliament, court,
committee etc to officially consider

» Legisiation was laid before
Parfiament last spring, banning the
sate of handguns.

LAY DOWN —

1 lay down sth, lay sth down: to
officially establish a rule or way of
doing something, or say officially what
someone should do » The Geneva
Lonvention lays down conditions for
the treatment of prisoners of war.

% that »- The Sex Discrimination Act
lays down that men and women shouid
receive equal pay for equal work

2 lay down your weapons also lay
down your arms: to stop fighting, or
agree to give up your weapons = Many
of the soidiers had already begun to
lay down their arms before the final
peace treaty was signed,

3 lay down the law: to tell someane
vitry firmly what they should or should
not do » Her husband tried to lay
down the fow about what friends she
went out with.

#& lay down sth, lay sth down: to
establish something that will develop
in the future » The foundations of
future heatth are laid down in
childhood.

§ lay down sth, lay sth down: to store
wine for several years so that it will
improve » a wide range of fine wines
which are suitable for laying down

6 lay down a challenge: to ask
someone if they will try to compets
with you, defeat you, or do something
difficult » Foliowing the challenge laid
down by President Kennedy, the first
Americans finally landed an the moon
In 1969.

7 lay down your life: to give up your
life in arder ta help other people » o

LAY

memaorial to the soldiers who laid
down their lives in the First World War
LAY IN —
lay in sth, lay sth in: to obtain and
store a supply of something so that
you can use it in the future » The
villagers have begun laying in
supplies of food and firewood for the
winter,
LAY INTO -+
1 lay inte sh/sth: to criticize someone
or something very strongly, especially
in a way that seems unfair » When [
got home my wife started laying into
me because /'d forgotten it was our
wedding anniversary.
z lay into sb: ro attack someone and
hit or kick them » The rock star foid
into the photographer with his fists
and grobbed his comera,
LAY OFF —
1 lay off b, lay sb off: 10 stop
employing a worker because there is
nol enough wark for him or her to do
w Thousands of workers were loid off
during the recession of the late 19805
lay-offs Fu i when a company stops
employing workers because thera is
not enough work for them to do
» There are expected to be lay-offs
at the factory because of the fall in
demand.
2 lay off sth: to stop doing or having
something, especially in order to rest
or because it may have a bad effect on
yout health » His doctors have told
him to lay off the drugs and the oll-
might partying.
3 lay off sb: to stop annoying,
upsetting, or criticizing someone
» Listen, just lay off ker, wilf you? She
doesn't need you telling her what to
do.
LAY ON
1 lay on sth: to provide something for
sameone, lor example food or




LAY

entertainment » The organizers had
laid on a huge mea! for everyone who
took part in the race. » Special buses
were laid on to take the fons to the
girport.

2 lay it on (thick): a. to describe or
complain aboul something in 2 way
that makes il seem much more
serious than it really is » Whenever
Claire’s fl she olways really lays it or
thick and makes out she's about to
die.

b. to praise someone too much in a
way thal seems insincere & He kept
saying what a wonderful boss she
was, artd really laying it on.

3 lay sth an sb: to tell someone
something that they did not know
before and that is unpleasant or
annoying = { hate ta lay this on you,
bui it looks lke you owe £400 in taxes
this year.

4 lay sthoon sb: to give someone
something such as a responsibility,
job, or problem that is difficult to deal
with » I'm serry to lay this on you, but
we need someone to give a talk to the
board next week.

LAY ON, G/SO LAY UPON —

lay stress on/upon sth also lay
emphasis or/ upen sth: to treat
something as being particularly
important or necessary i Great
emphasis is laid on trying to help
students develop practical skills.

LAY OUT -+

1 lay sth out, lay sth out: to put or
arrange something on a surface » Ashi
laid out her clothes on the bed. » The
plates were already laid out for the
evening meal.

2 lay out sth, lay sth out: to plan the
way something such as a garden,
newpaper etc is designed & The
palace gardens are laid aut in the
same style as the ones at Versailles.
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layout v the way something is
arranged or designed, for example a
town, garden, or a page in a book,
magazine el » ¢ change from the
traditional newspaper layout » The
layout of the office makes it possible
for the bass to watch us all while we
are working.
3 lay out sth, lay sth out: to explain
your plans or reasons for doing
something clearly and in detail » The
Director Genera! laid out his plans for
the future of the BBC.
4 lay out sth, lay sth out: to spend
money on something, especially a
large amount of money b f've already
had to lay out £500 on course fees.
outlay i the amount of money that
you have ta spend In order to buy
something or start doing someting
w She wasn't hoping fo make ¢ huge
profit, she just wented to get back
her initiof outlay.

¢ g lay out: to lie In the sun» We laid

ot by the poo! all afternoon.

6 lay sh out: to hit someone so hard
that they become uncanscious » She
swung her umbrelio af him, and
practically laid him out.

7 lay out sth/sh, lay sth/sb out: to
prepare a dead bady so that it can be
buried » Evite Peron's body was faid
out in g glass-tapped coffin.

LAY UP
1 be laid up:
to have to
stay in bed
because you
are ill or
injured

» Both his
legs were
broken and
he was laid up for nine manaths. + with
w Chas isn’t coming in to work today -
he's loid up in bed with flu,
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2 be laid up: to be stored somewhere
while not in use » All the fishing boats
were laid up for the winter,

3 lay up: to hide or stay somewhere
without doing anything for a period of
time » The men laid up all the
following day, expecting ta be
oltacked at ary moment.

& lay up problems {for yourself) also
lay up trouble for yourself: to do
something that will cause problems
for yourself in the future » { reafly
think that gnyone who goes oul with ¢
married man is just laying up trouble
for themselves.

5 lay up sth, lay sth up: to collect and
store a supply of something so that
you can use it In the future » The
villagers were already laying up
firewood for the winter,

LAY UPON 5ee LAY ON

LAZE

LAZE AROUND, 0S0 LAZE ABOUT —
laze around/about: to spend time
relaxing and not doing very much

» We spent the day lazing eround on
the beach. » My eldest son just lazes
about at home all day.

LEAD

LEAD ASTRAY —

1 lead sb astray: to encourage
someone to do bad things thal they
would not normally do » The boy’s
mother is convinced that her son was
led astray by his friends.

2 lead sb astray: to make someone
believe something that is not true,
with the result that they make the
wrong decision » Don't be led astray
by promises of free insuranice or free
drinks in holiday brochures. » Officials
may have led people astray by telling
them that it was safe to eql beef.

LAZE » LEAD

LEAD INTO +

lead into sth: to follow naturally from
something else » A slow clarfnet
melody leads into the finale of this
great symphony.

LEAD OFF —

1 lead off, lead off sth: to begin a
discussion or event hy saying or doing
something » A jazz band led off with a
serfes of old numbers. + with s She
always used to lead her classes off
with o short spelling test.

2 lead off: if ane room, road, path et
leads off another, you can get to the
first one diractly from the second » @
narrow road leading off the High
Street

LEAD ON —

1 lead sb on: to deceive someone by
telling them things that are not true,
especially by making them believe
that you are sexually altracted to them
» The defendant claimed that the girl
ted him on and also told him she was
18,

2 lead sb on: to encourage someone
to do something that they should ot
do » Many young kids start smoking
at school, led an by their friends.
LEAD ON 10, also LEAD ONTO —
lead on tof onta sth: to make
something develop or make it likely
that someone will do something at a
later time » an advonced course of
study that leads on to university » I
took a job as a secretary, hoping that
this would lead onto better things.
LEAD TO

lead to sth: to make something
happen, especially at a later time

» the events which led to the downfall
af the government w The bank has
affered @ reward for information
leading to the arrest of the robbers.



LEAF » LEAP

LEAD UP TO —
1 lead up to sth: to come befare an
important event, and often help to
make it happen » @ discussion of the
events leading up (o the Second World
War
lead-up u the period of time before
an important event. the lead-up to
» A record number of storas are
opening on Sundays in the lead-up
to Christmas,
2 lead up to sth: to gradually
introduce a particular subject into a
conversalion of speech » { could see
that he was leading up to g request for
more money,
LEAF
LEAF
THROUGH —
leaf through
sth: to turn the
pages of a book
Or magazine &
quickly, looking \\
atit without ’
reading it
carefully » He
began to leaf
Hthraugh @ magasine white ke waited.
LEAK
LEAK OUT —
leak out: if secret information leaks
out, people find out about it and it
hecomes publicly known » News af
the couple's marriage problems began
ta leak out to the press.
LEAN
LEAN ON *
alean on sb: to depend on someone
for support and encouragement
w Friendship (s important - you need
s0meonie you con trust and leart on.
2 lean on sb: to try to persuade
someone to do something by using
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influence or threats. lean on sb to do
sth » A group of senators has been
leaning on their leaders to cut welfare.
LEAN TOWARDS, @ISO LEAN
TOWARD —

lean towards/ toward sth: to tend to
support a particular opinion or
decision. lean towards/ toward doing
sthe The prime minister was leaning
tawards running for re-election,

» Their eldest doughter seems to be
leaning towards a caveer im computing.

LEAP

LEAP AT —

leap at sth: to cagerly accept the
opportunity to do something b /1 gat
the opportunity te go to the
Wimbledon finals, I'd leap at jt. leap at
the chance/ opportunity » When her
boss gsked if she'd like to go to the
conference, she leaped at the chonce.
LEAP IN —

leap in: to suddenly start doing or
saying something, especially without
thinking carefully » Alan immediately
leapt in and started shouwting at
everyone.

LEAP ON, @IS0 LEAP UPON -+
1leap on/upon sb: to suddenly jump
towards someone and attack them
viclently w The bigger boys leapt n
him as fie came out of school,

¥ computer games with monsters
waiting to leap on you at every comer
2 leap an/ upon sth: to immediately
show a lat of interest in something or
eagerly accept a suggestion » The
rewspapers always leap on any story
to do with seap opera stars.

LEAP QUT AT —

1 leap aut at sb: to suddenly move
forward and attack or frighten
someone » She walked quickly down
the dark street, terrified that someone
would leap out at fier.
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2 leap out at sb: if something leaps out
at you, you natice it quickly especially
because it is important, impressive, or
unusual b  looked through some
magazines haping that some
imteresting ideas would leap out at me.

LEAP UPON Se€ LEAP ON

LEAVE

LEAVE ASIDE

Leave aside sth, leave sth aside; Lo
not consider or talk about a particular
subject immediately, so that you an
consider something else first = Lei’s
leave aside the question of cost -
which computer would be the best
one? leaving aside sth/leaving sth
aside (=not including something)

» Leaving aside mortgage interest
rates, prices rose only twa percent last
year.

LEAVE BEHIND —

1 leave sth/sb behind: 10 not take
something or someone with you when
you leave somewhere & | think | teft
my credit card behind at the
restaurant. » Whenever we go out, her
little sister always refuses to be feft
behind.

2 leave behind sth, Lleave sth behind
you: to have caused a particular
sltuation to exist that continues after
you have left » The hurricane swept
through the islands, leaving behind
trail of destruction » The previous
government left o huge budget deficit
behind them.

3 leave sth behind, leave sth behind
you: to be no longer affected by a bad
situation, feeling, or system » [ felt
very bitter after the divarce, but i've
feft all that behind me now.

4 leave sb/sth behind, leave behind
sb/ sth: if you leave behind your family
or possessions when you die, they
remain after you have died » The

LEAVE

murdered hostage leaves behind a
wife and two sons.

5 leave sh behind, leave behind sb: 1o
make pragress much more guickly
than someone else » o new contestant
in the games who has left the other
compelitors way behind. be/ get left
behind » { don't want to miss ary of
the classes or {'ll get left behind.

6 leave sth behind, leave behind sth:
to remain or be the result of a process
after the process has finished » The
water evaposates, ieaving the crystals
behind.

LEAVE OFF

1 leave off sth, leave off: to stop doing
something. leave off doing sth » He
left off shouting at the boy ond
suddenly became quiet. start where
shy sth leaves off aiso begin

where sh/sth leoves off (=start from
the paint where sameone or
something stopped before) » Her
second novel begins where her first
onie left off. » The computer saves the
game so you can start again where
you feft off.

2 leave off!: used to tell someone to
stop doing something, especially
when they are annoying you » Leave
off, Alex — you're hurting me!

LEAVE QUT —

1 leave out sh/sth, leave sth/ sb out:
ta not include someone or something
¥ You've left out a zero from this
phene number. = Right at the end of
the exam, | reglized I'd left out
something important. + of » Fans
were shocked that he hod been left
out of the team.

2 feel left i

out: to feel @& =
as if youare g

not accepted

or welcome

in a group of
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people - fverpone seemed to know
each other ar the club and | felt really
left out.
3 leave it out!: used to tell someane
that you de not believe what they
have just said » Oh, leave it out, Mick
I've heard it all before!
BE LEFT OVER —
1 be left over: if something such as
money or faod is left over, you still
have some after you have used or
eaten as much as you need w» After
we've paid the bills there’s never any
money ieft over. + from » Don mode a
sandwich with some cald chicken left
over fram lunch.
leftovers pin food that has not been
eaten at the end of a meal » He was
fed on scraps and leftovers.
Leftover o) leftover food is food that
has not been eaten at the end of a
meal & Here are some great recipes
for using leftover turkey.
2 be left over: if something is left aver,
it remains after the situation that
caused it no longer exists. + fram
» o huge puddle left over from that
marning's storm k He keeps his hair
very short - @ habit left over from his
days in the arimy.
leftover i something that remains
from an earlier time b The
restaurant’s name - The Old Milf - is
aleftover from the days when flour
was produced here.
LEAVE TO —
1 leave sh to sth: to go away and let
someone continue what they are
doing ¥ I'li leave you to your meal and
“afl again of a more convenient time.
eave sh to it » “I'll be fimished i an
hour.” “Right. I'll leave you to it - see
vou later.”
2 leave sth to sh: ta give something to
;0meone after you die b She left the
house to heronly son.

LEAVE TO, GlS0 LEAVE UP TO —
leave sih to sb, leave sth up to sb: to
let someane decide semething or be
responsible for something » “iWhat
colour shall we paint this reom? “I't
feave that up to you." leave it (up) to
sb (to do sth) » Dor't worry about the
computer; leave it to me, Il get it
fixed. » Most patients will feave it up
to the doctar to decide what's best.

LEND

LEND OUT —

lend out sth, lend sth out: to let
someone borrow or use something for
a perfod of time & Moy libraries have
€0s that they can lend out.

LEND TO —

lend itself to sth: to be suitable to be
used for a particular purpose or
treated in a particular way & {t's an old
hause, and it doesn’t lend itself to o
very modein style of decoration.

LET
LET DOWN *
1 let sb dawn, let down sb: to not do
something that someone is depending
on you to do ¥ foey promised he'd
phane today, but he's let me down
again. » The education system is
ietting down our chitdren. be let down
(by sb) » People are often let down by
the politicions they efected to power.
let the side down (=nat do what the
other people in your family, team,
group etc expect you do do) » Many
women feel they are letiing the side
dawn by giving up work to look after
their children.
letdown 1 something that is
disappointing because it is not as
exciling, interesting, or successful as
you expected & The wedding
ceremony itself was a bit of o
letdown,
2 let down sth sh, let sth/sb down:
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to make something or someone less
successful than they should be, by not
achieving a high enough standard

w It's quite a good film, but it's let
down by the ending. let yourself down
» | always feel | let myseif down by
wasting so much time at school.

3 let sth down, let down sth: to
dellberately allow all the air to come
out of something such as a tyre

» When he came back to his bike,
some idiot had tet his tyres dow,
LETIN —

1 let sh in, let In sb: to allow someone
to enter a room or building, especially
by opening the door» “Let me in!" she
screamed, banging of the door. » They
won't let you into the club if you're
wearing jears. let yourself in » f've
got a key, so / can let myselfin.

2 let In sth, let sthin: to allow air,
light, water etc to enter a place » Then
the door apened, letting in a cold
damp gust of wind. » | pulled back the
curtains te et in as much light os
possible.

LET IN FOR —

let yourself in for sth: to become
involved in something that may be
difficult or cause problems » She's
decided to marry him? She doesn’t
know what she’s letting herself in for!
LETINON

let sh in on sth: to tell someone a
secret, or about something that only a
few people know & Could somecne
please let me in on the joke — whot's
50 funny?

LET INTO —

1 let sb into sth: to allow someone to
enter a place » Officials refused to iet
him into the country. » Youths
attacked ¢ woman after she let them
Into her house yesterday. let yourself
Into sth (=open the door to a room or
bullding with a key and go in) » She

LET

let herseif inta the apartment and had
a good look around.

2 let sb Into a secret: (o tell someone
something that is secret or private

w il et you into a secret - julie’s
expecting a baby!

LET OFF —

1 let sh off, let off sb: to not punish
someone when they have done
something wrong » “i'm sarry, I'm
tatet” “I'll let yout off this time.”

+ with » Kids who are caught stealing
are often just let off with a warning.
let sb off lightly (=give someone a
punishment that is less serious than
they deserve) » Next time ! won't be
letting you off so lightly.

2 let sh off sth, let sb off, tet off sb: to
allow someone not to do something
that they are supposed ta do or
usually do » As you've all worked sq
hard, 'l fet you off your homework
tonight. » The company was fet off o
debt of over a million dollars.

3 let off sth, let sth off: to make
something such as a bamb explode, or

: tofire a gun » Terrorists let off o

massive bomb in the city centre,

e What time do they start leiting off

the fireworks?

i g letshoff: 1o stop a car, bus etcin

order to allow someone to get out

» Ask the bus driver to tet you off by
the post office.

5 let off sth, let sth off: to produce
heat, gas, sound et¢ » it's only a smalf
radiator, so it daesn’t let off much
heat.

LET QN

let on: to tell someone about
something such as a secret or your

© true feelings » Perhaps Anna's death

upset him more than he let on.
+ about & {izzy made Kate promise
not to let on about the money.
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LET OUT —
1a, let sb
out, let out
sh: to allow
sameone to
leave some-
where & Stop
the car and
let me out!

+ of » He was
recently let out of prison after serving
10 years for murder.

b. let sb out, let out sb: to open or
unlack a door so that someone can
leave » Hayley went downstairs to let
the cat out. let yourself out » Don't
getup - 'l et myself out.

2 let out sth: to make a particular
sound ® Eugene letf out a long loud
laugh when he heard what had
happened. v As soon s he had gone,
they all let out a deep sigh of relief.

3 let out sth, let sth out: to express or
get rid of strong feelings that you have
nat been showing » Sometimes it's
good to cry and just let it all out.

4 let sth out, let out sth: to allow alr,
water etc to escape or flow out of
something » The kitchen door was
open, fetting out all the warmth from
the room. let out a breath (=breathe
air aut of your lungs) » “Take o deep
breath,” the doctor said, “and then let
it out slowly”

5 let sth out, let out sth: to tell people
something that was intended to be a
secret » George was the only person
who couid have let this information
out. » Who let out that it’s my birthday
today?

6 let out sth, let sth out: to allow
someone to rent a house, apartment
etc that you own » We could let out a
room ta moke a bit of extra cash.

+ to » They fef their house out to
students during term time,
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7 let 5b out of a contract/ agreement:
to allow someane not to have to do
what they have legally or officially
agreed to do » She was let out of her
tadie contract in order to pursue film
and TV rofes,
LET THROUGH —
let sh/ sth through, let through sb/ sth,
let sh/ sth through sth: to allow
somenne or something to pass through
and get somewhere & The security
guard refused to let me thiough the
gate. » There were thick velvet curtains
that didn't let any light through.
LET UP —
1 let up: if bad weather or an
unpleasant situation lets up, it stops
or becomes less serious than before
"N drfve you into town as soen as
the snow lets up. = The econamic
crisis showed no sign of letting up.
let-up v a pause in bad weather or
an improvement in an unpleasant
situation. + in » Many houses were
flooded and still there was no lef-up
in the rain,
2 let up: to stop doing something or to
do it less than before » Little kids ask
guestions all the time. They won't let
up. + Inf on » A police spokesman
said that they would not let up in their
campaign agafnst drugs.
let-up w when you stop doing
something that you have been doing
ar you do it less than befare, + in
» The gavernment wants no let-up
in the war against the rebels.

LEVEL

LEVEL AT, 050 LEVEL AGAINST —*
level sth at/ against sh: to publicly
criticize semeone or say that they
have done something wrong » A
nurber of criticisms were levelled at
the book. » Accusations of racism and
corruption have been levelted against
the police.
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LEVEL OFF, als¢ LEVEL OUT —

1 level off/ out: Lo stop increasing or
decreasing and stay at the same level
» Car sales levelled out in September
after several months of growth. + at

» The world populetion could level off
at around 8.5 biliion by the middie of
the next centery.

2 level sth off/ out, level off out sth:
to make the surface of something flat
and smooth » You should level off the
soil with a rake before sowing the
seeds.

LEVEL WITH —

level with sb: to tell someone the
truth about a situation, when you have
not been completely honest about it
before » | decided to level with
Charlie, but | made him swear not to
tell anyone else.

LIE

LIE AROUND, @i50 LIE ABOUT —

1 be lying around/ about (sth): if
something is lying around, someone
has left it carelessly in a place where it
should not be » Have you seen my
watch lyfng around anywhere?» It's
not a good idea to leave so much
money lying about the house.

2 lie around/ about; to spend your
time being lazy and doing very little,
especially lying down » My fifteen-
year-old san just lies around all day,
watching videos.

LIE AHEAD —*

lie ahead: to be likely to happen or
likely to be the situation in the future
» A long hard struggle ties ahead
before we con arrive at a seltlement.
+ of » | felt very anxious about what
lay ahead of me. + for» A great future
lies ahead for this talented young
worman.

LIE BACK —

\le back: 10 move your body

LIE

backwards from a sitting position until
you are lying down or almost lying
down » | lay back, closed my eyes,
and fistened to the music.
LIE BEFORE *
lie befare sb: if something lies before
you, you will have to deal with it or
experience it in the future » A major
chollenge lies before us, » in the past
most women accepted without
question the life that lay before them.
LIE BEHIND —
lie behind sth: to be the reason of
explanation for something, especially
when this is not clear or not generally
known » Anna never discussed what
loy behind the breok-up of her
marriage. » These stalistics are
interesting but we need to find ow!
what lies behind them.
LIE DOWN —
lie down: to move into a position in
which your body is flat, usually in
order to sleep or rest b He went
straight upstairs ond lay down on his
bed. be lying down (=be in a position
in which your body Is flat on a surface)
» jane was lying down on the flagt,
doing some exercises.
lie-down v a short rest on a bed
B You don't laok very well. Why
don't you go and have ¢ fie-down?
: to stay in bed in the morning
later than usual » Don't wake me tup
1omorrow morning. I'm going to fie in.
lie-In n if you have a lie-in, you stay
in bed in the morning for longer than
usual » On Sunday mornings we
usually have a Ne-in.
2 lie in sth: if a particular quality lies
in something, the quality exists in it or
as aresult of it » The charm of the
painting lies in its simplicity.
LIE UP —
lie up: to hide somewhere in order to
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hide from people who are looking for
you ¥ Our men lay up in the woods
during the day, expecting to be
attacked at any moment.

LIE WITH -+

lie with sb: to be someone’s fault,
decision, responsibility etc » The fault
lies with the scfivol for not informing
the parents that there was a problem.
» Responsibility for the enviranment
ties with us ail.

LIFT
LIFT OFF —
Lift off: ifa
space vehicle
or plane lifts
off, it leaves
the ground in
order {o start
a journey
» The spoce
shuttie will lift
off on Sunday
at 6.30 am. » The plane lifted off ond
begaon to climb steeply.
lift-off x when a space vehicle leaves
the ground in arder to travel into
space » They decided they would
attempt a lift-off, in spite of the bad
weather.

LIGHT

LIGHT ON, af50 LIGHT UPON —
light on/upen sth: to suddenly notice
or find samething, by chance » Then
my eye lit on that morming's
newspaper.

LIGHT UP —

1 light up sth, light sth up: to make
something bright with light or to shine
light on something » There was &
storm that fit up the night sky alf over
Colarada. » In the centre of the town
the main streets were afl it ug for
Christmas.

2 light up, light up sth, light sth up: if
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your face or eyes light up, or a smile
lights up your face, you suddenly look
wvery pleased, happy, or excited

» Steve's eyes lit up as he described
his new project. + with » Bella's face

s lit up with pleasure at the thought of o
i holiday.

: 3 light up, Light up sth: to light a

¢ cigarette, pipe etc and begin to smoke

it » She took a cigareite from the pack
and lit up.

4 light up: if something lights up, it
begins to shine brightly, because
lights inside it start working » ff
anybody tries to enter the building at
night, the whole place lights up. » The
computer screen lit up and jonathen
typed in a code.

5 light up sth: to make a place seem
happier or more interesting and
attractive » A srvile from limmy alwoys
seemed to light up the world. light up
sb's life (=make someone's life
happier and more interesting) » just
the thought of her it up his life.

LIGHT UPON $€€ LIGHT ON

LIGHTEN

LIGHTEN UP —+

1 lighten up sth, lighten sth up,
lighten up: to make something look
lighter or to become lighter » Outside
the sky was just beginning to lighten
up.

2 lighten sth up, lighten up sth: to
make something less serious and
more enjoyable » The fifit script was
too depressing so we've tried to
lighten it up a fittle.

3 lighten up: to behave in a less
serious way and be more relaxed

» Dad's so tense ail the time. | wish
he'd lighten up a little.

LIKEN
LIKEN TO —
liken sth/sb to sthfsb: to describe
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something or someone as similar to
another thing or person b The
newspapers likened the new hospital
to a five-star hotel,

LIMBER

LIMBER UP —

limber up: to do gentle exercises in
order to stretch your muscles and
prepare your body for physical activity.
+ for » The attiletes were already
Himbering up for the race.

LINE
LINEUP —
1 line up, line sb up, line up sb: to
stand in a line or ta make people
stand in a line » The children were
asked to line up according to their
height. » The rebels had lined the
captives up and threatened to shoot
them.
line-up 1 a row of people that the
police bring together so that
someane can try 1o recognize which
one of them carried out a crime
» The victim later iderttified Thomas
from a palice line-up.
a line sth up, line up sth: to arrange
things in a row » | stared al the
dentist’s instruments lined up it front
of me.
3 line sth/sb up, line up sth/sb: to
arrange for something to happen or
for someone to take part in something
» The organizers had lined up a team
of experts to discuss their views, » We
have some great comedy acts lined up
for you this evening.
line-up u the group of people who
have been chosen to take partina
particular event, programme, team
etc » There are a few changes to the
England line-up for next week's
game.
4 line up: if a lot of people,
organizations etc line up to do

LIMBER » LINGER

samething, they are all very eager to
do it = She’s g brilliant lawyer. People
line up to hire her. » People are lining
up to buy these new luxury
apartments,

5 line up sth, line sth up: to make
something straight or in the right
position in relation to something else
» Make sure you heve lined up the
text on the page before you print it
out.

LINE UP AGAINST —

Line up against sb/ sth: if peaple line
up against someane or something,
they all oppose that person or thing
» Democrals quickly lined up against
the tax cuts. » My brothers all lined up
against me i the argument.

LINGER

LINGER ON —

1 linger on: to continue to exist,
especially for longer than was
expected » In some places, the old
way of life still lingers on. » The
disease only lingers on in very poar
areas. the memory lingers on w The
war might be over, but the memaory
fingers on.

2 linger on, linger on sth: to stay
somewhere for a long time or longer
than expected » It was past twelve
o'clock, but some of the guests were
still tingering on. sb’s gaze lingers on
sby sth also sb's eyes linger on sb/sth
(=someone continues 1o look at
someone or something for a long time)
w “Is that really true?” he osked, his
eyes lingering on her face.

LINGER OVER —

linger over sth: to take a long time
doing something, usually in order to
enjoy it & There was still one couple in
the restaurant, lingering over their

coffee.
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LINK
LINK UP +
1 link up: to join with ancther person
or organization in order o da
something together & The fwo parties
linked up to form the Social Democratic
Party. + with » They linked up with an
American band for the charity concert.
link-up 1 when two or more
companies, organizations etc join
together » Shares in the company
rose sharply as news of the link-up
got out.
2 link up sthysb, Uink sth/ sb up: to
connect two ar more places, people,
or things » Millions of people around
the world are now linked up by the
laternet. » The Channel Tunnel linked
up Britain and France for the first time.
+ to = The company's alarm system js
linked up ta a twenty-four hour
security service.
link-up 1 a connection between two
or more computers or electronic
systems » Each room fias its own
colour TV and video link-ugp,

LISTEN
LISTEN IN —
listen in: to
secretly listen
to someone’s
private
conversation,
especially on
the telephone
» Peter had
picked up the other phane ond was
listening in when | got the news, + on
= Are yott sure no-one's listening in an
this copversation?

LISTEN FOR —

listen for sth: to listen carefully so
that you will hear a sound that you are
expecting ar hoping o hear » | foy
awake for a while, bistening for the
sound of his steps on the stairs.
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LISTEN OUT FOR —

Listen aut for sth: to listen carefully in
order to hear something that you are
expecting or hoping to hear» Farmers
are being urged to listen out for flood
warnings.

LITTER

BE LITTERED WITH *

1 be littered with sth: to be covered
with a lot of something in an untidy
way » The fioor was ittered with
cigarette ends and empty cans.

2 be littered with sth: to contain a lot
of something, especially mistakes or
examples of something bad » Even at
umiversity, students’ essays are often
littered with spelling mistakes.

LIVE

LIVE BY

live by sth: ta follow carefully
particular rules or beliefs » He refuses
to live by anyone else’s rules. v Close
lives by the phitosophy that you can
do anything if vou are determined
enough.

LIVE DOWN —

live sth down, Live down sth: to make
people forget about samething silly or
embarrassing that you have done » [
don’t think he'll ever live this down!

w What if the people at wark found out
about it? How could ! ever live it down?
LIVE FOR —

Live for sth/ sb: to feel that someone
or something is the mast important
thing in your life » Throughout the
football seasorm, 1 lived for Soturdays.
have something/ everything to live
for (=have something, everything etc
that makes life seem good and worth
living) B She seemed to have
everything to live for.

LIVE IN —

Live In: to live at the place where you
waork » The bar staff aff live jn.
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live-in ap) & live-in worker lives at
the place where they work = a live-in
nanny
LIVE OFF —
1 live off sth: to get money or produce
from something and use it in order to
live » Will your investments give
enough interest for you to live off?
live off the land (=live by growing or
catching your awn food) » Most of the
people on the istand live off the land.
2 live off sb: to get the money that
you need to live from someone else
» She can't go an living off her
parents forever.
3 live off sth: to only eat a particular
kind of faod » Many teenagers tend to
Iive off junk food.
LIVE ON —
1 live on sth: to have a particular
amount of money available to buy the
things you need to live » At that time
we were living on £50 a week. not
have/ make enough to live on (=not
have or earn enough money to buy the
things you need) # A lot of ortists
can't make enough to live on.
2 live on sth: Lo only eal a particular
kind of food » Most of the population
live on a diet of rice.
3 live on: to continue to exist or live,
especlally for a long time or for longer
than expected » Great music lives on,
long after the composer is dead.
» Mony of the old traditions stilf live on.
LIVE OUT —
1 live out your life afso live out your
days etc: ta live for the rest of your life
In a particular place or situation. +in
® Too many old people live out their
days in poverly.
2 live out sth: to do or experience
something that you have always
wanted to do & The money they won
made it possible for them to live out
their dreams.

LIVE

3 live out: to not live in the place
where you sludy or work = A lot of
second-year students decide to live
out end shore o house.

LIVE THROUGH —

live through sth: 1o experience a
difficult situation or event, often one
that continues for a long time » My
grandfather fived through two World
Wars. » We've lived through some very
hard times together.

LIVE TOGETHER —

live together: if twa peaple live
together, they share a house and have
a sexual relationship, but they are not
married » We lived together for
several years before we decided to get
married.

LIVE UP —
live it up: to
spend time
doing exciting
and enjoyable
things = My
brother
always liked
fiving it up ot
expetsive
hotels and night clubs,

LIVEUPTQ

live up ta sth: to be as good as people
expect or hope = All holiday resorts
claim you'll have a wonderful time -
but I've found ane that really lives up
ta its promises. live up to expectations
¥ {'m afraid your progress with the
company has not lived up to
expectations.

LIVE WITH +

1 llve with sb: 1o share a house and
have a sexual relationship with
someone, without being married

» Frank asked her to come and live
with him, but she wasn't sure.

2 live with sth: to accept something
unpleasant as part of your life,
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because there is nothing you can do 1o
change it » | don't think | can live with
these constant argunients.

LIVEN

LIVEN UP —

1a. liven up sth, liven sth up: to make
something become more interesting or
exciting = You coutd always liven up
the room with some colourful curtains
and cushions. » Mifler was great to
have at parties. He quickly livened
HHAGS Lp.

b. liven up: to become more
interesting and exciting » The game
dicn’t liven up unbit midway through
the second haif.

2a. Liven sb up, liven up sb: to make
someone more cheerful and full of
energy » He could do with o couple of
drinks to fiven him up!

b. liven up: to hecome more cheerful
and full of energy » When the guests
started arriving, he seemed to fiven
up.

LOAD

LOAD DOWN

1 be loaded down with sth: to be
carrying or holding a lot of things or
people » We were all loaded dawn
with luggage, so we took a taxi to the
airpori. » A truck loaded down with
refugees was fleeing from the fighting.
2 load sb down, load down sb: to give
sameane a lot of work, duties ete,
especially more than they can deal
with. + with » Everyone in the
department is loaded down with work
af the moment

LOAD UP —

load up sth, load sth up, load up: to
put a lot of things inte a vehicle or
onto an animal before you start a
Journey = Dad loaded up the car the
night befara we left, so that we could
leave early the next day. + with
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» Everyone on the expedition had to
load up with enotigh food and water
for two weeks.

LOAD UP ON, aiS0 LOAD UP WITH +
load up on/ with sth: to get or buy a
Lot of something » She always loads
up on vitainin piils before she goes on
holiday.

LOAF

LOAF ARDUND, af50 LDAF ABOUT
loaf around/ about (sth): to spend
your time being lazy or doing nothing
w Gary coutd only find o part-time job.
The rest of the time he just loafed
around,

LOAN

LOAN DUT —

loan sth/sb out, loan out sthfsh: to
lend something or someone to
someone else for a period af time

» Some of the paintings were loaned
out to the museum by private
collectors.

LOCK

LOCK AWAY —

1 lock sth away, lock away sth: to put
something in a safe place and lock the
door, so that no-one else can get or
take it » The police are advising
people to lack their cars away at night
» The pills were safely locked away in
the school secretary’s cupboard,

2 lock sh away, lock away sh: Lo put
someoie in prison of in a hospital for
people who are mentally il » That
brother of yours is crazy. He shoutd be
focked away.

3 lock yourself away: to go
somewhere in order to be quiet or get
away from other people » He used to
fack himself eway in the garden shed
in order to do his writing. be locked
away » She's been locked away in her
office all afterncon.
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4 lock sth away, lock away sth: to
keep information, feelings etc secret
or hidden from people » { was happy
to keep the events of that night locked
away in my head.

LOCK IN —
lock sb in,
lock in sb: to
prevent
someone
from leaving
a room or
bullding by
locking the
door » The
guard locked
him in, then sat down outside the
door. be locked in {=be unable to get
out of a room or building because you
cannot open the door) & Help! I'm
locked int

BE LOCKED IN, afSC BE LOCKED
INTQ —

be locked in/ into sth: to be involved
In an argument, fight etc with
someane, especially one that it is
difficult ta get out of » The couple,
now divorced, are locked in a lang
battle over their children. get locked
Into sth, also become lacked into sth:
» Neither side wants to get locked
Into a long civil war.

LOCK IN ON, g/50 LOCK ONTO —
lock in on sth, lock onte sth: if a
missile locks in on the object it is
almed at, it finds its position and
moves straight towards it » The pilot
reported that the missile had locked in
on its target.

LOCK OUT —

1 lock sb out, lock out sb: to
deliberately prevent someone from
entering a place by locking the door

» The court heard that Simms had
beaten his wife and locked her out

2 lock yourself out; to leave your keys

LOG

inside a building, room, car etc by
mistake, with the result that you
cannot get back inside = Oh no! fve
locked myseif out of my room! F We
always leave a spare key next door, in
case we lock oursefves oul.
3 lock sb out, lack out sb: to prevent
waorkers from entering their place of
work in order to make them do what
their employers want » Car workers
returned to the factory only to find
they had been locked out.
lackout H when employers prevent
workers from coming to work unti|
the workers agree to what the
employers want b When the miners
wenl on strike, management
responded with a lockout.
LOCK UP —
1 lack sth up, lack up sth, lock up: to
lock all the deors and windows of a
huilding or a car so that no-one can
get in » The house was all locked up
and there was no sign of anyane.
» Did you remember to tun off the
Iights and lock up?
2 lock sb up, lock up sb: to put or
keep someone in prison, orina
hospital for people who are mentally
ill = People who abuse children should
be tocked up for life.
lockup v a prison, especially a small
one & There were aiready five guys
instde the police leckup that night,
3 lock sth up, leck up sth: to put
something in a safe place and lock the
door » The silver was always locked
up wher it wasn't in use,

LOG

LOG IN, {50 LOG ON, LOG INTD, LOG
QNTO

log in/ an, log into/ onta sth: to do
the things that are necessary 1o start
using a computer system » Someone
else had logged in under my name
and used my password. = When {



LOLL » LOOK

logged onto my computer | found
dozens of e-mails waiting for me.
log onto the Internet » These doys
children can log onto the Internet and
find out information about anything
they want.
log-in, lag-on n a name or special
word needed to start using a
computer system » Normally the
person’s log-in is ot known to
anyone else.
LOG OFF, afse LoG ouT —
Lag off, log out, log off sth: to finish
using a computer system by typing in
a special word or instruction » Make
sure you save your work before you
fog off. » 1 logged out and switched
off my machine.
LOG ON 5e€ LOG IN
LOG ONTO Se€ LOG N

LOLL

LOLL ABOUT, /50 LOLL AROUND —
loll around/ about, loll around/ about
sth: to sit or lie somewhere in a very
lazy or relaxed way, doing very little

» Her hushand spencds the evenings
tolling around on the sofa watching
'

LONG

LONG FOR —

long for sth/ sb: lo want something ar
sameone very much = After 20 years
of marriage she was langing for a little
mave excitement. ¥ The couple had
always longed fora child.

LOOK

LOOK AFTER —

1 look after sb: to spend time with
someone and make sure that they are
safe and have the things they need

¥ Her hushand looks after the chitdren
while she’s at work. » The doctors
there are very good, and I'm sure
you'll be well looked after.
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2 look after sth: to keep something in

good condition or make sure that it is

safe » Wha is responsible for looking

after the gardens?v Can you look after

my bags white | go up to the bar?

3 look after sth: to be responsible for

dealing with something over a period

of time » Hugh looks after the

financial side of the business.

4 look after yourself: used when you

are saying goodbye to someone in a

Friendly way » “See you, Tony.” “Yeah,

you look after yourselft™

5 be able to look after yourself: to not

need anyone else to keep you safe or

to help you & Don’t worry about jo —

she's perfectly capable of looking after

herself.

LOOK AHEAD *

Iook ahead: to think about what will

happen in the future & ' important

to look ahead and think about what

you really want to do in your coreer.
look ahead n if you have a look
ahead, you think or talk about
something that will happen in the
future » And finaily. a quick look
ahead to what's on Channel 4 this
weekend.

LOCK ARDUND, ais0 LOOK

ROUND

1 look around/ round, look around/

round sth: ta walk around a place

looking at the various things there

» They spent the merning looking

around the ofd port of the city.
look around aiso look round 1 when
someone walks around a place,
looking at the various things there
» Do you mind if { have a quick look
weround, just to make sure that
everything’s OK?

2 loak around, round: to try to find

i something by looking in different
¢ places, asking peaple etc » She spent
i several months looking around, trving

an

to find a better job. + for v Tom began
to look around for a place to live

LOOK AT — d

1 look at sth: to examine something
carefully, especially to find out what is
wrong with it or to find out mare about
It » He took the car to his nearest
garage so that a mechamic could look
at it.

2 look at sth: to study and consider
something, especially in order to
decide what to do about it » The
company is curiently looking at woys
in which it can improve its image.

3 look at sth: to read something,
especially quickly and not very
carefully » Have you hod time fo loak
at your e-mail this morning?» Mo
asked him to laok at the report for her
before she sent it out.

4 look at sth: to consider something in
a particular way » You'll look at things
differently when you get to my age.

» The way I look at it, | might be poor,
but at least I'm doing what | want to
do.

5 look at sb/sth!: used when you are
mentioning someone or something as
an example ta prove what you have
just said » You don't have to be young
to be a rock star. Look at the bands
from the sixties.

6 not look at sb/ sth: to not want to
accept an offer because it is too low,
or not be interested in someone ot
something because they are not the
right type & [ don't think they'd look at
anything under £200,000 for the
house. not look twice at sb/ sth (=not
be even slightly interested in
something or someone) » I'm old
enough to be her father. She wouldn't
look twice at me.

LOOK AWAY —

look away: to turn your eyes away
from someane or something so that

LOOK

you are not looking at them » When
the old man asked her for money she
just looked gway. + from v Shirley
loaked away from the road in frant of
her for a second, and the car skidded.
LOOK BACK —

1 Look back: to think about or
remember a situation that happened
in the past » Looking bock, | wish !
hadn't said some of those things

+ anw» ! look back on my childhood
with @ great deal of happiness. + to
» In his latest novel, he looks back to
the early 1970s.

2 sb hasn't looked back (since): used
to say that someane has continued to
be successful since a particular time
» He won his first Wimbledon title
when fie was 20, and hasn't looked
back since.

LOOK DOWN ON  *

1 loak down
on sb: to
think you are
Dbetter than
someone else
» Adam
always felt
that we
looked down
on him
because he hodn't been to umiversity.
2 loak down on sth: ta think that
something is not very good

» Romantic novels are generafly
looked down on by sericus literary
schotars.

LOOK FOR +

1look for sb/ sth: to try to find
someone or samething » He said he
was looking for a place to stay for a
few weeks. » Scientists believe they
have found the answer they've been
locking for. the police are looking for
sb (=they are Lrying find someone who
may have been invelved in a crime)




LOOK

> The police are looking for a man in
his eorly twenties.
2 be looking for sh: to be trying to
find a particular kind of person for a
job m I'm sorry but we're looking for
someone with more experience.
LDOK FORWARD TO —
look forward to sth: to be excited and
happy about something good that is
going to happen » it had been a long
day, and he was looking forward to a
hot shower when he got home. look
forward to doing sth » i'm really
looking forward to seeing my family
again,
LOOK IN —
look in: to visit someone for a shart
time, usually when you are going
somewhere else, + on» { thought '
ook in on Michaet en my way home,
LOOK INTD —
1 look Into sth: to try to find out the
facts about something such as a
crime, a problem, or an accident
* Police quthorities say thep will look
into the matter.
2 look into sth: to find out more about
something by getting all the necessary
information & it sounds like on
interesting idea for a holiday - 'l
definitely look into it
LOOK ON, 0ls0 LOOK UPON —
look on: to watch something while it is
happening but not take part in it or try
to stop it b Reporters looked an in
horror as the man was dragged away
and beaten to death,
onlooker v someane who watches
something while it happens, without
being involved init » A crowd of
curious ontookers had gathered
around the building.
LOOK ON, alS0 LOOK UPON —
look on/upon sb/ sth: to consider
someane or something in 2 particular
way. + as » We've always looked on
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i Jack as one of the family. v instead of

being pleased, he appeored to look o
the offer as an fnsult. + with » There
are places where a video camera is
laoked upon with great suspicion,
LOOK QUT —
look out!: use this 10 warn someone
that they are in danger and that they
must do something ta avaid it » Look
autt There's o train coming! » “Look
outi” yelled Willie. “He's got a gum!”
loakout 1 1 someone whose duty is
1o watch carefully for signs of
danger » One of the lookouts saw ¢
cofumn of tanks approaching in the
distance.
2 a high place where peaple can
watch for signs of danger» @
meuntain lookout
LOOK OUT FOR —
1 look out for sb/sth: to look carefully
and pay close attention in order to try
to see someone or samething » We

kept looking out for him, but there

was no sign of aff,
lookout 1 be on the leokout for
sbfsth: to watch a place or sftuation
continuously in order to find
something you want or to be ready
for any problems or chances » Pojice
were on the loakout for anyone
behaving suspiciously. » We're
always on the lockout for mew
business opportunities.
2 look out for sb: to do what is best
far someone or protect them » We
were a close group of friends, and we
all looked out for each other. look out
far yourself » No one else is going to
help you get to the top. You have to
fook out for yourself,
LOOK QVER —
look sb/ sth over, look aver sh/ sth: to
quickly examine someone or
something, to see if there is anything
wrong with them or to see what they
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are like » Jarrel! held the qun up to his
eyes and looked ft over carefully.
» The girt looked him over coldly and
laughed. *A writer! That's the funniest
thing I've heard ail week.™

LOOK ROUND $€2 LOOK AROUND
LOOK THROUGH —

1 look through sth: to look for
something among a pile of paper, ina
drawer, in someone’s pockets ete

» B/ agents are looking through her
apartment for fingetprints. » We
looked through Bob's drawer ta see if
there were any clues.

2 look through sth: to read something
quickly » Can you look through the
report and tell me what you think of it?
3 look thraugh sb: to look at someone
and seem not to notice them or
pretend not to recognize them, look
stralght through sb aiso look right
through sb ¥ [ waved to herin the
street, but she just looked straight
through me.

LOOK TO —

1 look te sb/sth: ta depend on
someone or something to provide you
with help, advice etc. + for » People
are already locking to the internet for
afi of their shopping needs. » Artists
like Gaugin looked to the East for their
inspiration. look te sb to do sthe [
always looked to my older brother ta
protect me.

2 look ta sth: Lo pay attention to
something so that it affects what you
do » We need to stop thinking about
the past and start looking lo the future.
LOOK UP —

1 look up sth, laok sthup: to try to
find information about something in a
book, in alist, in computer records etc
v If you don’t know what the word
means, look it up in a dictionary.

» She locked up his number in the
phane book.

LOOM » LOOSE

2 look sb up, look up sh: Lo visit
someone, when yau are visiling the
area where they live » f you're ever in
Atlanta, look me up.

3 look up: if a situation is looking up,
it Is improving & The Cuban economy
is looking up. things are looking up
(=the situation is improving) b They
had a lot of problems last year, but
now things are loaking up.

LOOK UP TO —

Look up to sb: to admire or respect
someone a lat, for example because
they are alder or mare experienced
than you b The player { used to look
wp te when | was younger was Don
Bradmon. » Children will usually look
up to their older brothers and sisters.
LOOK UPON $ge LOOK ON

LOOM

LOOM AHEAD —

loom ahead: if an unpleasant or
worrying situation looms ahead, itis
going to happen soon » With
economic difficulties looming ahead,
people are cutting down on their
spending.

LOOM UP -»

Loom up: to suddenly appearas a
large unclear shape » The city's sky-
scrapers loom up ouw! of the mist, » A
huge truck loomed up in front of them.

LOOSE

LOOSE OFF *

Loose off sth, loose sth off: to fire
bullets, bombs etc » The soldiers
teosed off o few rounds of ammunition
over the heads of the crowd.

LOOSE ON, /50 LOOSE UPON *
loase sth on sb/sth, loose sth upon
sh/sth: to allow samething very
dangerous to harm people or destroy
something = Although no one realised
it at the time, a deodly disease had
been loosed on the public.




LOOSEN » LUCK

LOQOSEN

LOOSEN UP *

tlaasen up: ta became maore relaxed
» After a couple of drinks she began
ta loosen up d little. » “Come on
honey, loasen up!™ his wife said to
hint,

2 loasen up
sth, loosen
sth up,
loosen up: te
make your
muscles more
relaxed,
usually by
doing
exercises, for
example
before
playing a sport » The players were
foosening up before the geme

LOP

LOP OFF —

1 lop off sth, lop sth off: to quickly cut
off a part of something such as a
branch of a tree » He picked up the
axe and began lopping off bianches
from a nearby tree.

2 lop off sth, lop sth off: to reduce
something by a large amount » £10
billion has been lopped off the
defence budgel.

LORD

LORD OVER -+

lord it over sb: to behave in a way that
shows yau think you are better than
someane else » She seemed to enjoy
lording it over the other members of
her team,

LOSE

LOSE IN —

1 be lost in sth: to be thinking about
something so much that you do not
pay attention to what is happening
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i around you » Kerry was sitting in her
i armchait, lost in a book. » a dreamy
i child who was lost in his own little

: world lost in thought » ! walked

slowdy back to my office, lost in
thought.

2 lose yourself in sth: to become so
involved in what you are doing that
you do not think about anything else
+ When Warren left her, she tried to
lose herselfin her work.

LOSE OUT —+

lose out: 10 not get an advantage that
someone else has » Siagle people
coufd lose out financially under the

i new fox system. lose out to sh

(=another persan, organization etc
succeeds in getting something instead
of you) » US firms are losing out to
fareign competitors because of the
high value of the dollar, + on e The
company has lost out on an ol
bonanza worth at least $1 bition.

LOUNGE

LOUNGE AROUND, 0/50 LOUNGE
ABOQUT —*

launge around/ about, lounge

i around/about sth: to spend time

doing very fittle in a relaxed and lazy
way ¥ They spent most of the first
week lounging around the hotel pool.

LOUSE

LOUSE UP —

louse sth up, louse up sth: to do
something very badly, especially by
making a lot of careless mistakes

» Don't give the job to john, he'il onfy
iouse it up. » “How did you do in your
test?” * reatly loused it up.”

LUCK

LUCK INTD —

luck inte sth: to get samething you
want without expecting to get it

» Reed lucked fnto a simple TV role

i that led to his successfuf octing career,
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LUCK QUT -+

luck out: to be very lucky » “} lucked
ou,” said the driver after the accident.
“f could have been kifled.”

LULL

LULL INTQ — .

Lull sb Into sth: to deceive scmeone
and make them feel safe or confident,
50 that they are completely surprised
when you attack them or when
something bad happens to them.
lull sb into a false sense of security
w They lulled their opponents into @
false sense of security; and then
scored three goals in the last 15
minutes. Wull sb into deing sth» The
police managed to lull the gang into
believing that no one knew abaut
their activities.

LUMBER

LUMBER WITH —

be lumbered with sb/ sth: to have 1o
deal with someone or samething that
is difficult, annoying, expensive etc

» I'm sorry you got iumbered with the
bilf, » She’s just so boring - ! don’t
like the idea of being fumbered with
her all evening.

LUMP

LUMP TOGETHER — .
lump shy sth together: to consider two

LULL » LUXURIATE

i ormore different people or things as a
i single type or group » They were all
i lumped together as troublemakers

and kept under close watch by the
police. » A great marny plants are

¢ lumped together under the label of

herbs.

LUNGE

LUNGE AT —

lunge at sb/ sth: to suddenly jump
towards a person or animal in order to
attack them » The man lunged at her
with a knife.

LUST

LUST AFTER

1 lust after sh: to feel very attracted
ta semeone - Apparently fene had
been secretly lusting after Chris for
years.

2 lust after sth: to want something
very much, especially something that
is very expensive or difficult to get» A
lot of guys spend their lives lusting
after Porsches and faguars,

LUXURIATE

LUXURIATE IN *

luxuriate in sth: to spend time
enjoying something very much and
getting a lot of pleasure from it » She
imagined herself at home luxuriating
in a nice hat bath.



MAGIC » MAKE

Mm

MAGIC

MAGIC W
AWAY -

magie sth

away, maglc

away sth: lo

make S
something -
bad v
disappear quickly and without any
effort » The goverament was facing a
serfous problem which couldn't be
magicked away.

MAIJOR

MAJOR IN  +

majar in sth: to study something az
vour main subject at a college or
university » She decided to major in
biolegy.

MAKE

WMAKE AWAY WITH -+

make away with sth: to steal
something and escape with il

» Thieves made awoy with thousonds
of dotfars warth of jewelery.

MAKE FOR -+

1 make for sth: to move towards
something » At fast the fift finished
and we got up and made for the exil.
2 be made for each other: if two
pewple are made for each ather, they
each seem to be the perfact person for
the other to have a happy relationship
with # 1'd tike to see Seb and Carrie
get married. They're made for eoch
other,

3 make for sth: to help o cause a
particular effect or situation, of ta
produce a particular result » The
gome was played in haavy roin, which
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made for very dangerous conditions,
* With restaurants open lare into the
night, it all makes for a festive
ottnosphere.
MAKE INTD r
1 make sthinto sth: ro change
something in order to use itin a
different way or for a different purpose
» Sagan's best-selling book is being
maode into a movie. » on ardindy-
looking sofa thaf can be mode into o
bed
2 make sb inte sth: 1o change
someone so that they become a
differant sert of person or have
different position in soeiety » The fitm
made her inte a star ovemight.
» Russell’s experiences in court had
made him into a bitter man.
MAKE OF
what do you make of sth/sb?: used 1o
ask what someane thinks about
something or someone » “What do
you make of this™ Mortin seid,
pointing to a siall drticle in that
merming's paper. not know what to
make of sth/ 55 {=nat know how e
snderstand or react towards
something or someone) b Hudson
didn't like children, ond never really
knew whai to make of his stepson.
MAKE OFF —
make off: to leave quickly, especially
in order to escape » Detectives believe
that the guniten maode off in the
direction of the park.
MAKE OFF WITH —
make off with sth: Lo steal sumething
and escape with it » They made off
with over ¥6m of goid buflion.
MAKE OUT —
1 make out sth, make sth out: to be
able to hear or see something, but
with difficulty » in the semi-darkress,
Delaney could just make out the
Russian’s foca. not be able to make
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#th out (=not be able 10 see or hear
something clearly} » He could hear
volces in the kitchen below, but
couldn't maxe out what was being
e,

2 make out sth, make sth out: to be
just able to understand something

» Nabody could make ot exactly
what Murphy was trying to say. » {
cun't make out why she did thet, can
yout? from what sb can make aut ...
[=according 1o what someone
understands about a situation} » Frem
what ! can make out, the girl ron
stralght into the road without
stopping to look.

3 make sthy sh out ta be sth: Lo
describe something or someone,
usually wrongly, as a particular type of
(hing ar person » He was a gaod man,
but the press made him out to be
wegk and unimportant.

& make out (that): to try to make
peaple believe that something is true
when it is not w Don't you make aut
' a lan, Exic, or MY knock you down!
5 make out a cheque/ bill etc: to write
Ihe necassary information on a
cheque, hill etc b We sof down to wait
while the receptionist made out aur
bill.

$ can't make sb out: to not be able to
undersiand what kind of person
somenne is, or why Lhey behave as
they do » Dorodhy's elways so quiet,
I've never been able ia make her out
ar ofl.

7 how did you make out?: used to ask
If someone was successful » How did
you make ott in the race yesterday?
MAKE OVER —

make over sth, meke sth aver: to
officlally give money or property to
someane else. + to » When Rese
rearhed sixty, she made over the farm
to her son

MAKE

MAKE TOWARDS —
make towards sth: to start moving
towards something » Sert gentiy
picked up the frightened child and
srtade towards the house,
MARE UP —
1 make up sth: Il a number of parts or
members make up something, they
combine together to form it » Worten
made up aver 40% af the workforce,
» the countrics that make up the
United Mations. be made up of
w indonesia is made up of over 13,000
iskands.
make-up n the things or people that
something consists of » There fave
been a fot of changes ta the make-
wp of the team.
2 make up your mird afsa make your
mind up: to make a definite decision
ar choice » | wish he'd burry up and
make up his mind. w fn the autumn of
1945 he made up his mind to quit
school. + what/ which etew The
doctors cotldn’t make up thefy minds
whal to do. + (that) » He had oiready
made up his mind that he wented 1o
marry her. sb’s mind Is made up
(=they have decided to do something
and are determined to do it} » from
the moment she sow her first ballet
her mind was made up. She wanted to
be g dancer.
3 make up sth, make sth up: te think
of a lie, excuse, or story that is not
true inorder Lo deceive someone » He
accused the press of haiassing his
sister and making up stories aboul
her.w { bet he's moking it oll up.
made-ug 401 not true and intended
to deceive someane k- She gave
them some made-up story about
how she needed the maney for an
operation.
4 make up sth, make sth up: to think
of something new using your



MAKE

imagination & The saidiers used to
make up rude songs obout fifm. = She
made up a story about @ magic carpet.
make it up as you go along (=decide
haw to do something while you are
doing it instead of planning it before)
= We didn’t have any experience when
we started the company, 50 we just
made it up as we wen! along.
5 make up sth, make sth up: to
prepare or arrange something so that
itis ready te be used » My wife's
made up a bed for you in the spare
room. & Shall F make up some
sandwiches?
6 make (it} up: if two peaple who have
had an argument make up, they agree
to hecome friends again. + with
¥ Father and son didn’t make up with
each other for another 15 yeors, kiss
and make up (=become friendly again
with someone after an argument) » !
wish someone could persuade those
twa to kiss and make up.
7 make up sth, make sth up: if you
make up time that you have taken off
work, you spend that time working
later » f'm going home early - I'll
nigke up the time tomorrow,
‘8 make up sth: o add 1o an amount or
number, so that you have as much or
as many as you need » We need two
more players to make up the team.
9 make up sb, make sh up: to put
coloured creams, powders etc onto
someone’s face to change the way
they look = She had beent mode up to
look like an old woman.
make-up u coloured creams,
powders etc that people put on their
face to change ar improve their
appearance » She paused before
applying her make-up end stared at
the mirror.
10 make up sth, make sth up: to make
a dress, suit etc by cutting and sewing
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cloth » We have these suits made up
far us in London.
MAKE UP FOR —

1 make up for sth: if a good situation

makes up for a bad one, it makes you
farget the bad situation and feel
happy again » Lost night's victory
made up for all the problems we've
had in previous games. more than
make up for sth (=be so good that il
makes the bad situation seem
unimportant} b She was exhausted,
but the sfieer pleasure of having
reached the summit more than made
up far i,

2 make up for sth: to do something
good for sumeone after doing
something bad to them, so that they
forgive you » Can { buy you funch to
make up for being late?» Mike forgot
his wife’s birthday so he took her to
Paris to make up for it

3 make up for sth: to have so much of
a good quality that it is not important
that you do not have enough of
ancther quality » Perhaps Sue lacked
skill, but she certainly made up for
that with her anthusiasm.

4 make up for lost time: a. to do
something at a later time, because
something prevented you from doing
it when you should have » f was ilf last
week, 5o { hatl to work all weekend to

make up for lost time.

b. to become involved in an activity
very eagerly, because you wish you
had discovered it earlier in your life
- She didn’t start dancing untif she
Was 40, 50 now she feels she’s trying
to make up for lost time,

MAKE UP TO  +

make it up to sb: to do something
good for someone after disappointing
them or treating them badly » {7
sorry | haven't seen you much lately,
but It make it up to you, | promise,
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MAP

MAP OQUT —+

map out sth, map sth out: to plan
something carefully or to explain
carefully what your plans are

» felicity’s future had been mapped
oul for her by wealthy and adoring
parents, » The Choncellor mapped
oul Britain's road to economic
recovery.

MARCH

MARCH ON —

march on sth: to walk to 2 particular
place in a large group in order to
attack it or to protest about something
» He gathered his troops and
prepared to march an the capital,

» Demonstrators marched on the
government in Washington.

MARK
MARK AS
mark sb/ sth as sth: ta think that
someone or something is a particular
type of person or thing » When she
first saw Patrick she had marked him
as a bufly.
MARK DOWN —
1 mark sth down, mark down sth: to
reduce the price of somathing » The
store was having its final sale on
Friday. with everything marked down
by 20%.
markdown u a reduction in the price
of something » We are offering a
30% markdown on sefected
produicts.
2 mark down sth, mark sth down: to
write something down, especially in
order to keep a record k- As part of the
diet, [ had te mark dawrn everything {
ate each day.
3 mark sb/sth down, mark down
sby sth: if teachers mark a student or
their work down, they give the student
a lower score & Miss Perkovich

something
: that is written

¢ show that it

MAF » MARK

marked me down three points for
beginaing a sentence with ‘but’,
MARK DOWN AS

mark sh/ sth down as sth: to consider
someone or something to be a
particular type of person or thing

» From the very start, Andrew hod
been marked down as a very exciting
player.

MARK OFF >

1 mark off sth, mark sth off: to
separate an area of ground or show
where its border is » The Voskresenye

i gates mark off the north side of Red
: Sguare.

2 mark sth/sb off, mark off sth/sh: to
make something or someone different
from other things or people of a
similar type. + from » Each of the
city’s districts has its own distinct
character that marks it off from its
neighbour.
3 mark sth

sth: to put a

mark beside
or through

onalist, to

has been dealt with » He marked off

: the names of people he could rely on
i forsupport.

MARK OUT —

1 mark sb/ sth out, mark out sbj sth:
to make someone or something seem
clearly different from or better than
ather people or things » Phifippe still

: haod that athletic look that had marked
i him out so long age. + as ¥ Her

considerable experience af

i international lew marked het out as

exceptional.
2 mark out sth, mark sth out: to
separate a particular area from the

f



MARRY » MATCH

area around it, by drawing lines or
using other signs » The area marked
out here is intended as a viewing
platform.
3 be marked out: if someone is
marked out for samething, they have
special qualities and abilities which
make them likely to achieve it. + for
& Right from the beginning, he
seemed to have been marked out for a
career in basebatf.
MARK UP
1 mark up sth, mark sth up: to
increase the price of something to
more than you paid for it e it ansops
farmers to see how much their
produce has been marked up by the
time it reaches the shops.,
mark-up ¥ an increase In the price of
something » The mark-up on eggs
between producer ond supermarket
is between 160% and 170%.
2 mark sth up, mark up sih: to put a
mark beside something that is written
on a list, to show that you have dealt
with it or chosen it & It wos Lawrie's
Job to collect the rents and mark them
ug in a book.
3 mark up sth, mark sth up: to write
any necessary instructions for changes
on a piece of writing or music & Text
must be checked and marked up for
corrections.

MARRY

MARRY INTO —

marry into sth: 1o marry someone
from a particular Family or social
group, especially arich or important
one, and become part of it » Douglas
Robinsen married into the Roosevelt
family of Gyster Bay.

MARRY OFF —

marry off sb, marry sb off: to arrange
for sameone 1o get married to
someane you have chosen, + to» The
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Duke’s daughter, Anne, was mavried
off to Charles il of France.

MARVEL

MARVEL AT —=

marvel at sth: to be very surprised
and impressed by something » Those
wha watch the progromme merve! af
the speed of Carale's brain. » Visitors
never cease to marvel af the beauty of
the Taf Mahal.

MASH

MASH UP —

mash sth up, mash up sth: to crush
food until it is soft and smooth » He
was busy mashing up vegetobles for
the baby's funch,

MASQUERADE
MASQUERADE AS —
masquerade as sth/ sb: to pretend or

: appear to be something or someone

different » By masquerading as
poisonous insects, these flies avaid
attacks from birds. » We had a cup of
hat brown stuff which masqueraded as
coffee.

MATCH

MATCH AGAINST

1 match sb/ sth against sb/sth: to
make two people, teams etc compete
against each other » The two men
were matched against each other in
Gome 3 of the League Championship.
2 match sth against sth: to compare
one thing with another in order to see
whether they are the same » No
[ingerprints were found in the cor
which could be matched against the
ones in the flai.

MATCH UP —

: 1. match up: if two things match up,
i they are similar or suitable for each
i otherin some way. + with » What

i other people say does not always

¢ match up with our own experience.
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+ against » It's important to select
employees who match up against a
particular job profite.

2 match sb/ sth up, match up sb/ sth:
to bring together two people or things
that seem to be suitable for each
other, + with » She only invited me to
dinner to try and match me ug with
her brother,

3 match up: to be of a good enough
standard » /t was fashionable to be
Incredibiy thin, and my figure just
didn’t match up.

4 match up: to play at a similar
standard as another person or team in
a game or compelition. + against/ with
» The Raiders didn’t match up well
against the Chiefs,

MATCH UP TO

match up to sthfsb: to be as good,
Interesting etc as something or
someone else = 144 already read the
book, and the film matched up to it in
every way. match up to your
expectations/ ideals ete (=be as good
as you expected, hoped etc) &/ was
really disappointed by Holfywood. It
didn’t match up to my expectations af
att.

MAUL

MAUL ABOUT, als6 MAUL
AROUND —

maul sth/ sb around/ about: to pull
samething or someone from one
position to another in a rough or
violent way » Some of the wamen
complained that they had been
mauled about by customs offfcinls.

MAX

MAX OUT —

1 max out: to have too much of
something and not want any more.

+ on » Today’s audiences have maxed
out on violent movies and are
demanding farmily-oriented films.

MAUL » MEASURE

2 max out; to put as much time, effort,
money etc as possible into doing
something b Jordan has been maxing
out in every game and keeping up ¢
fast pace.
maxed-out api if a system, pracess,
mathod etc is maxed-out, it is being
used to the highest degree possible
» We need to take care of the city's
maxed-otut sewage system by
finding ways to conserve water,
3 max out your credit card: 10 spend
the highest amount that your credit
card will allow » College students
often max out their credit cards and
spend yeors repaying the debt,

MEASURE

MEASURE AGAINST —

measure sb/sth against sh/ sth: (o
judge someone or something by
comparing them with sameone ar
something else = {t f5 now possitle to
rmeasure each child’s progress against
fixed standards. measure yourself
against sh/ sth e Jf all musicions
measured themselves against Mozart,
they would get very depressed.
MEASURE OFF —

measure sih off, measure off sihv o
measure a length of samething,
especially cloth, and cut it off from a
larger piece. » The assistant measured
off two metres of green silk.
MEASURE OUT —+

measure out sth, measure sth out: o
weigh or measure a particular amount
of something » { showed the children
fiow to reastre out and miix the
ingredients.

MEASURE UP —

1 measure up: to be of a good enough
standard. + to » Some of the college’s
courses do not measure up fo the
required standard. how does sb sth
measure up {(=used when asking what
someone or something is like and



MEET » MELT

whether they are good enough)

» What happens to teachers who don't
measure up?® How does your new
house measure ug?

2 measure up, measure sth up,
measure up sth: to measure the exact
size of something » /n most cases,
when you buy new carpets the firm
witl measure up for your.

3 measure sb up, measure up sh: to
look at someane carefully in arder to
decide what your opinion of them Is

b The two men shook hands and
silently measured each other up.
MEASLRE UP AGAINST =

measure sb/ sth up against sb/ sth: to
compare someone or something with
another person or thing, in order to find
which is better, bigger etc » How does
the company’s performance measure
up against the best in the world?
MEASURE UP TO —

measure up to sb/ sth: to be as good
as someone or something else, when
you compare them » Accarding ta our
research, girls still do not measure up
ta bays in science subjects.

MEET

MEET UP —

1 meet up: lo meel someone,
especially because you have arranged
to » If you'd iike to meet up for a drink
sometime, give me o call. + with» We
met up with the rest of the group in
Frankfurt.

2 meet up: if two or more things meer
up, they join or come together at a
particular place & A frunber of paths
run down through the woods and
meet up at the bottom. + with = She
was wearing a tiny white T-shirt that
didn't meet up with her jeans.

MEET WITH =

1 meet with sb: to have a meeting with
someone in order to discuss or
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arrange something & He will meet with
his advisers on Thursday to decide on
his next cowrse of action.

2 meet with sth oiso be met with sth;
10 cause a particular reaction from
someone » The architect’s design did
ot meet with their epproval. » News
of the merger has been met with great
exciternent in the city.

3 meet with sth: if someone or
something meets with success, failure,
problems elc, they experience
success, lailure, problems etc » The
company’s efforts to expand met with
S0me success.

MELLOW
MELLOW OUT —
mellow out, mellow sb out: to becoms
relaxed and calm, or to make someone
become relaxed and calm = f fust ke
to go home and mellow out in front of
the TV after work.,

MELT

MELT AWAY —»

1 melt away: to gradually disappear

» Justine saw her hopes of promotion
slowly melt away. + into » The high
rocky cliffs melted away into long
stretches of silvery beach.

2 melt away: if people melt away, they
gradually move away from someone or
somewhere » By the time the police
appeared, mos! of the crowd hod
melted away. + inte » He looked bock
briefly, but Coleman had already
melted oway into the darkness.

3 melt away,
melt away sth,
melt sth away: to
melt or to make
something melt
completely until it
has disappeared

» The next day it =
was a surprise 1o Cﬁ
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wake up and find that the snow had
melted away.

MELT DOWN — .

melt sth down, melt down sth: to heat
something made of metal until it
becomes a liguid, especially so that it
can be made into something else

® The beautiful copper engravings had
been meited down to moke a tea-
kettle.

MELT INTO —

1 melt Into sth: to disappear or change
and be replaced by something else

» She watched the hope in his face
melt inte disappointment. » The
crowd’s cheers melted into gasps of
admiration and approval,

2 melt into sth: if people melt into a
crowd, a wood elc, they move into it
until they are part of it and cannot be
seen. » lesley said goodbye and
watched him melt into the crowds.

MERGE

MERGE IN —

merge in: if two or more things merge
in, they are so similar in style, colour,
appearance et that you do not notice
much difference between them.

+ with »  chose very pafe curtains
that would merge in with the walls,
MERGE INTO —

merge into sth: to gradually disappear
or seem to disappear and become part
of samething else & Autumn slowly
merged into winter. » As night fell,
their figures merged into the
fandscape.

MESS

MESS ABOUT 5€€ MESS ARDUND
MESS ABOUT WITH S5e& MESS
AROUND WITH

MESS ARDUND, a/50 MESS

ABOUT —
1 mess around/ about: to behave in a

MERGE » MESS

silly way, when you should be warking
or doing something else » Stop
messing about you two! » | used to
mess about a lot in ciass when | was
af school.

2 mess around f abaut: 1o spend your
time enjoying yourself and relaxing or
playing » She sperds most of her
weekends messing around at the
beach.

9 mess sh around/ about: to treat
someone badly, for example by not
doing what you have agreed to do

w Linda’s upset because some guy’s
been messing her around. » | Still
haven't kad my money from the
insurance company — they've really
messed me oround.

MESS ARDUND WITH, al50 MESS
ABOUT WITH —

1 mess around/ about with sth: to try
to change something in order to try to
improve It, especially when it would be
better if you did not & / came home 1o
find Mike messing around with the
television. # {t's @ lovely song —{ just
wish peaple wouldn't mess around
with it.

2 mess around with sb: to treat
someone badly, for example by not
being completely honest with them

» Cranberg told his attorneys to quit
messing around with him.

MESS UP —+

1 mess up sth, mess sth up: to spoil
something important » If you make a
mistake fike thai it can easily mess up
a whole day’s work. » I'm sorry if i
messed up all your plans. mess
things up (=spoil someone’s plans)

» If we con’t get our passports in tine
'l really mess things up for the
hotiday:

2 mess sth up, mess up sth: to make
something dirty ot untidy » Don’t
come in here with thase muddy boots,



METE » MISS

You'll mess up the corpet. be messed
up ® Het hoir was oll messed up.
3 mess up, mess sthup: to make a
mistake or do samething badty
* “How did the exam go? *Terible. !
think I reolly messed it up.” mess up
big time (=make a bad mistake)
» When polilical figures mess up big
time fike this, they always moke the
SaMme expUse,
& mess sb up, mess up sh: Lo upset
someone badly or to make them have
emational or mental problems » She
had a lot of problems when sha was
young, which really messed her up in
later years.
messed-up abi having serious
emotional or mentzl problems » o
messed-up adalescent
MESS WITH —
1 mess with sthfsh: to get involved
with something or someone that may
cause problems or be dangerous
= She atways told her kids never to
mess with drugs.
2 mess with sb: to annoy of ¢ause
trouble for someone, especiatly
somegne dangerous » “if pou mess
with e, Deacon,” he said in a low
voice, *I'f rip your head off.”
3 mess with sth: to try to change or
Imprave something that does not
iook right or Is not working well »
wish you'd stop messing with the
TV, I'm trying to warch tiis
progremme.

METE
METE QUT —
mete sth out, mete out sth; to give
semeone a punishiment or type of
treatment, espacially one that /s
severe or unfair w Severe penaitias
are meted out o anyone who
dares {0 oppase the militory

L government.
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: MILITATE

I MILITATE AGAINST —

militate agalnst sth/ sh: to make it
dlfficult or urlikely for something 19
happen or for someone to be
successful m forg working hours that
militate against fomify fife

MILL

MILL ARDUND, aiSG MILL ABOUT —
mill around/ ahgut, mill around/
about sth: if & lot of people mill
around, they all move around within a
place or area » The guesis were
milling about the courtyard, with
glosses of champagne in their hands,

MIND

MIND OUT —

mind aut!: a. used Lo vam someone
that Lhey necd to be careful » Mind
out! The handie's very hot!

b. used to ask someane to move so
that you can get past them - Mind
out! I need to get something out of the
oven.

MINISTER

MINISTER TO —

minister to sh/sth: 19 laok after
someone who 1s il or needs help
¥ The arganization operates about
eighty centres ministering to the
needs of the homeless.

MINGR

MINOR IN —

minor in sth: to study a second
subject at a college or university thal
is less imporlant {or your degree than
Your main subject » Business students
oftert minor in a foreign language,
MISS

MISS oUT -+

1 miss sth/sb out, miss eut sthy sb: to
not include something or someone,
especially accidentally » Read thraugh
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the form ogain to make sure you
haven't missed anything out.

2 miss out: to not get the chance to dao
ar have something that you would
enjoy or that would be good for you,

® Many women who have spent their
lives ralsing children do feel they've
missed out. + on » I didn't want {0 go
away af Christmas and miss out on aif
the fun at home.

MIST

MIST OVER -+

mist over: if your eyes mist over, they
11l with tears w Kathleen feit her eyes
misting over as she told fer story.
MIST OVER, Q/50 MIST UP —

mist over/up, mist sth aver/ up: if
somathing made of glass mists over ar
fs misted over, it becomes covered
with very smail drops of water » With-
put the engine running. the inside of
the car was beginning to mist up.

MIX

MIXIN —+

1 mix in sth, mix sth In: to add one
substance to another and combine
them » When the rice is cooked,
gently mix in all the other ingredients.
2 mixed In: combined with something
vlse. + with » The movie has lots of
dction and adventure, mixed in with
some comedy.

MIX UP —+

1 miix sb/ sth up, mix up sb/sth: to
make the mistake of thinking that
someqne or something is another
person o thing = The hospital hns
been accused of mixing up iwo
mewhom babies. get sh/ sth mixed up
[=mix up lwo pecple or things) k- The
interviewer was terrible — he kept
getting the nomes of his guests mixed
up. + with = “You've got me mixed up
with some other guy,” Marty said
nenvausiy

MIST » MIX

mix-up n a mistake that happens
when people understand the deqails
of a situation differently and often
wIONgLY. + over » [ think there’s
been a bit of o mix-up over who was
providing the food.
2 get mixed up: 10 become confused
about something & ! could see that the
old man was getting more and more
mixed up.
mixed-up api confused, especially
because you have emotional
problems » Frankie was o lonefy ond
mixed-up teenager
3 mlx sb up, mix up sb: to make
someone feel confused » Coaches can
mix up a ployer during a gome by
yelling at him.
4 mix sthup, mix up sth: 10 change
the order af a group of things, with the
result that they are not arranged in the
right order » {'ve sorted all my clothes
into pites, 50 please den't mix them
up. + with » His money and private
letters were ull mixed up with the
newspagers on his desk.
5 mix stk up, mlx up sth: to put
different sthstances together and
combine them » Mix the ingredients
up into g paste.
6 be/ get mixed up in sth: to be or
become invalved in something illegal
ar unpleasant » He got ntixed up in
some shady deafing when he first
worked for the compony
7 be/ get mixed up with sb: to be or
become involved with a persan or
group that has a bad influence on you
» Mum ond Dad were worried thot !
was getiing mixed up with the wrong
cro
B mix It up: a. to argue or fight angrily
with sameane » He was arrested on
Tuesdey ofter mixing it up with a
police officer.
b. to talk and spend time socfally with



MOCK » MOP

other people » The youngest coach in
the league isn’t afrald to mix it up with
the veterans,

MIX WITH

mix it with sb: to get involved in a
fight with someone i He wes sent off
far mixing it with the referee.

MOCK
MOCK up
mock sth up, mock up sth: to make a
simple copy of something that is geing
to be made, in order to show people
what the real thing will be like » /
showed them a sample ! had mocked
up of the kind of book they could
make,
mock-up N a Simple copy of
something that shows howe it will
look ar how it will work » The
architect produced a miniature three-
dimensianal mock-up of the building.

MODEL

MODEL ON, afs0 MODEL UPON —
1 model sth on/ upen sth: ta base a
design or structure on something

» The architecture of the building was
maodelled on the Doge's Polace in
Venice,

2 model yourself on sb: to copy
another person’s behaviour, style ete,
because you admire them » g young
boxer who modelied himself on joe
Frazier

MONKEY

MONKEY ABOUT 522 MONKEY
ARCUND

MONKEY ABOUT WITH 5€€ MONKEY
AROUND WITH

MONKEY AROUND, a/50 MONKEY
ABOUT —

maonkey around f about: to behave in a
silly or annoying way » Jeli the kids to
stop monkeying dround and go to
sleep.
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MONKEY ARQUND WITH, also
MONKEY ABOUT WITH —

monkey around/about with sth: to
touch or use something that is not
yours or change something thal does
not need to be changed &/ think alf
criminals know what to expect if they
monkey about with other peopfe’s
s,

MOOCH

MDOCH AROUND, alS0 MOOCH
ABOUT —

mooch around/ about, mooch around/
about sth: to spend your time doing
very little and often feeling bored ar
lazy » [ spent mast of the day
mooching around the fown cenire,
lovking in shop windows,

MOON

MOON ARQUND, 0/S0 MOON
ABOUT —

moon areund/ about, moon around/
abaout sth: to spend your lime doing
very little, especially because you feel
sad or because you are thinking about
someone k- just mooned about the
heuse all the time my wife was in
hospital.

MOON OVER —

moon over sb: to spend all your time
thinking about sameone that you are
in love with & / wish Afice would get
on with her life, instead of just
mooning over Laster.

MOP

MOP UP
1mop up sth,
mop sth up,
mop up: to
remove liquid
from a
surface,
using a cloth

or samething similar » A waitress
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rushed forward to mop up the spilt
beer.
2 mep up, mop up sth, mop sth up: to
deal with the water, dirt ett that has
been caused by a flood » Britain was
maopping up yesterday after ane
month’s rain fell overnight.
mopping up operation it a mopping
up operation involves dealing with
the water, dirt etc caused by a flood
or a five » Mopping-up operations
begar as the floods receded.
3 mop up sth, mop sth up, mop up: to
easily succeed in getling or winning
something, especially when you are
competing against others = john Liley
mopped up all the points in the
Pilkington Cup semi-final.
4 map up sth, mop sth up, mop up: to
deal with a problem so that it no
longer exists = The president’s first
year in office was mainly sperm!
mopping up after the previous
administration.

MOPE

MOPE ARDUND, al50 MOPE

ABOUT —

mape areund/ about, mepe around/
about sth: to spend your time doing
very little, feeling unhappy and
thinking about your problems - Since
he left his job, he'’s done nothing
except mope about and complain,

MORPH

MORPH INTO —

marph into sth: to change into
another person or thing by magic or by
changing images on a screen » in the
movie, johnson’s character had the
power to marph into animals.

MOULDER

MOULDER AWAY —

1 moulder away: to decay slowly as
the result of not being used or needed

MOPE » MOVE

& While people in some courtries are
starving, food supplies all aver Europe
are mowldering away

2 maulder away: to grow old and
waste your life because you never do
anything new or exciling » ! don’t
wan! to moufder eway in the same old
Jjob for years and vears.

MOUNT

MOUNT UP —

mount up: to increase and become
very large = The costs can quickly
mount up when you buy your own
home. » A lack of qualified engineers
is causing long defays (o moun! up.

MOUTH

MOUTH OFF —

mouth off: ta give your opinion abour
something in a loud and annoying way
» He's gaing to get himself in tiouble
if he keeps mouthing off like that.

+ about/ at » Nobody likes it when a
player mouths off about an oppenent.

MOVE

MOVE AHEAD +

1 move ahead: to make progress with
something that you have planned

» Scientists can only move ahead if
they get the appraval of their
calleagues. + with » The committee is
moving ahead with plans to build a
new stodivm.

2 move ahead: if a plan or process
moves ahead, it begins to happen or
make progress » The proposals for
electaral reform are now moving
ohead,

3 move ahead: to make faster
progress than someone or semething
else. + of » At that point the
Republicans were moving ahead of the
Dermacrats in the polls.

MOVE ALONG —

1 move along: to develop well and



MOVE

make good progress » The story
moves along so well it's fiard 1o put
the baok down.

2 move sth along, move along sth:

to help something to develop well
and make good progress » The

movie js full of lively diatogue that
fielps to move the action along. move
things aleng (=make something
develop or progress maore quickly than
before) » We're bringing in some
temporary workers to heip move
things along.

3 mave along, move sb along: ta move
away from a place or ask someone to
move away from a place » A
paliceman was al the stage doot,
trying to move the crowd along.

» Move along, folks, move along
there, please.

MOVE AWAY —

move away: 1o leave the place where
you live and go to live in a different
area » Whern Anna was nine the fomily
maved away, + from » ! moved away
fram heme to work in anather lown @
year aqo,

MOVE AWAY FROM —

move away from sth: to stop having a
particular idea, method, habit etc and
to begin to have a different ane » As
our eating habits change, we are
moving away from a diet of milk,
cream, and cheese,

MOVE IN —

1 move in: to begin living in a new
house or flat » My parents helped us
to buy furriture and carpets when we
[first moved in,

2 move in: if one person moves in with
anather or two people move in
together, they decide to live together
and share a house or flat. + with = To
save on expenses, Susan moved in
with her mother. + together » Stephen
and I had been seeing each other for @
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year when he suggested that we
shotid move jn together.

3 move in: to go towards something or
someane, often in order to attack
them. + on » Police moved in on the
protesiers, but still the crowds
increased,

4 move in: to start to influence or
control a situation, often in an unfair
way » Al that poinf the big
multinationals moved in and started
pushing up the prices. + onw ! decide
to keep my tdea a secret, so that other
peopie couidn't fove in on it,

MOVE INTO —

1 move inta sth: 1o begin living in a
new house, flat, or area » fim was no
longer living with his first wife, and
had maoved jnto a flot in Chelsea,

2 maove into sth: to start to become
involved in a particular area of activity
or business » The former financiof
boss is now moving into comptiters,

3 move inta sth: to go somewhere in
order to deal with a particular
situation » Volunteer workers moved
into the area o set up a water suppiy:

: 4 move inta sth: to enter a new period

of time b The ambulance stdke was
moving fito its eighth week.

MOVE OFF —

move off: to leave a place in order to
g0 somewhere » They picked up their

i rucksacks and got ready to move off,
¢ +towards/into etc > Kate excused

heiself ard maved off towards the axit.
MOVE ON +

1 move on: to leave a place after
staying there lor some time, in order
to cantinue a journey or ga
somewhere new & “Every five years |
have to move on," Earico said. i just
can’t sette in one town.” +ta » The
exhibition then moved on to other
cities on the eastern coast.
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2 move on: Lo stop thinking about
something that you have bean
thinking about for some time, and
begin thinking about or daing
something new or different » You
have ta fearn from your mistakes

and then move on. + to & It's time

fo feave the theory behind, and

move on to the praciical side of the
subject.

3 move on: to leave your job in order
10 do a new and betler ane - f've been
doing this job for five vears now, so
think it's time to mave on.

4 mave on: to become more modem
or more advanced » Has the legal
profession moved ort from those days?
Perhaps not a great deaf.

5 move sb on, move on sb: if the
police or someone in authority moves
you on, they order you 10 leave a
particular place ¥ It's no good just
moving homeless people on — where
are they supposed to go?

MOVE OUT —

1 move out: to stop livingina
particular house, flat, or area » We
moved out about seven years ago.

+ of » He moved out of London to the
countryside, in order to concentrate
on his writing.

2 move out: (o leave » Okay; kids,
we've got to move out by 3:00 sharp.
3 move out: if 2 vehicle moves out, it
moves away from the side of the road
in order to join the traffic or pass
anacther vehicle » Always look in the
mirror before moving out, + into » /

MOVE

watched him move ot into the traffic
heading back towards Boston,

4 mave sb out, move out sh: to
arrange for someone o leave or make
hem leave - As the crisis continued,
British diplomats were being moved
out of the area.

MOVE DUT OF +

move out of sth: 10 stop being involved
in a particular business, especially in
order Lo become involved in a different
one & A fot of farmers are maving out
of dairyittg, and growing crops instead.
MOVE OVER —

1 move over: used to ask someone to
change their position or seat so that
there is space for you » He walked
rownd to the driver’s side. "Move
over," he said, “'ll drive.”

2 move over: To start a new job after
leaving ane of a similar type or level,
+ tow She's now moving over to the
international sales side of the
business.

3 move over: Lo leave your job so that
someone else can have it » My career
is very impartant to me ond ! don't
intend to move over for anyone.

© 4 move over: 1o slatt using a different
: system or method. + to » Most

: companies have moved over to

: computer-aided design systems.

i MOVE TOWARDS *

move towards sth: to make it more
likely that you will do or achieve
something & Europe is moving
steadily towards political and
rmonetary union

MOVE UP -+

1 move up: used to ask someone to
move so that there is more space far
someone else » Could you move up
bit - there's just room for Alec if you do.
2 move up: to get a better job or
position, or go to a higher class or




MOW » MUDDLE

level. + into/to = Many of the workers
were qable to move up into befter paid
and mare skilled jobs. » 8y 1995,
James too had moved up to the senior
school. move up the ladder (=get a
better job or position In society) » if}
want to move up the ladder, 't have
to get a job somewhere efse.

3 move sh up, mave up sh: 10 give
sumeone a better job o pesition or
move them to a higher class or level.
+ Intof te > Soon after that, Matilda
was maved up into the top class.

MOW

MOW DOWN —

1 mow dewn sb/sth, mow sh/ sth
down: to Kill someone by firing a ot of
bullets at them » The men were mown
down us soon as they emerged from
their trenches.

2 oW 5 down, mow down 50: Lo kil
or seripusly injure someane by driving
into thert in a vehice » The eldery
couple were mown down yards from
their ftorme.

MUCK

MUCK ABOUT, af50 MUCK

AROUND -+

1 muck about/ around: o behave in a
sfily way when you shouldl be
behaving sensibly w Stop mucking
about, Ben, and come and sit heve!

2 muck apout/ around: (o have fun by
doing whatever you want io da, rather
than doing anything organized » We
spent most 6f our time mucking
around on the beach

MUCK ABOUT WITH, af5G mUCK
ARDUND WiTH -

muck aboutf 2round with sth: to
touch something that is not yours, of
to change something that does not
need to be changed = / wish your
wouldn't muck about with the

things in my rooi, w THep're olways
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| mucking about with the bus

timetables!

MUCK IN —

muck in: to share whatever work
needs doing in order to help get it
done » The itembers of @ fortity
should share the domestic duties and
muck in together.

MUCK OUT —

muck out, muck out sth, muck sth out:
le clean the place where a horse or 2
farm animal lives » We weren't
allowed (o go home il we'd mycked
out the stables,

MUCK UP »

1 muck up sth, muck sth up: to spoil
something » Mark pol turning up
really mucked up our plans.

2 muck up sth, muck sth up: to do
something very badly - Lisa aimed the

t gun carefulty, anxious aat fe muck ugp
| her second shot,

3 mwuck up sth, muck sth up: to make
samething dirly ar untidy » Take those
boots off or you'tt muck up mry clean
floor.

MUDDLE

MUDDLE ALONG, of50 MUDDLE

ON —

 muddle alongfon: 10 live, woik, or dn

something in a contused and not very
successful way » Students are often
left to muddle atong on their own.
MUDDLE THROUGH -

muddle through, muddie through sth:
10 sucteed In dolng or dealing with
semething, but often a & discrganized
or confused way = Most people don't
reqlly know how to manage their

i money progerly, and just muddie

through.

MUDDLE UP -

1 muddle up sth/ sb, muddle sth/sb
up: to mzke the mistake of thinking
that semething or someone is anolher

B

thing or person » {5 his girffriend
loanine or joanna? t keep muddiing
them up. get sth sb muddled up» it's
eosy to gal the twins muddied up. get
muddied up » Somry, f got a bit
muddled up over the dares.

2 muddle sth up, muddle up sth: to
put something in the wrong ordes or to
spoil the order that things are in » #f
pou had @ proper fiting system, pou
wouldn't get all your papers muddied
g

MUFFLE

MUFFLEUP +

muffle sb up, muffle up sb: Lo dress
yourself in a lot of thick clothes in order
(o keep warm w Everyone was muffied
up in coats and hals and gloves.,

MUG

MUG UP

mug up sth, mug sth up: (o try to learn
as much as you can 3bout 8 subject in
a shori time. + about = Bod wants to
Inug up ebour Greece before we go
ihere, + on w Pl hove ta mug up on my
History notes before tomorrow's test,

MULL

MULL OVER —

mull aver sth, mull sth aver; to think
abaut tamething carafully and foea
long lime. mull it pver» You don't
have te make a decision now - toke a
few days to mulll it over.

MUSCLE
MUSCLE [N -
muscle In, muscle Into sth Lo use your

MUFFLE » MUSTER

power of influence 1o get Mvalved in
something ihat people do not want
you invalved Inw They are worried
that the big banks will muscie i

and start loking away their

busitess. muscle in an sth » He
accused them of muscling in on His
territory.

MUSCLE OUT -

muscle out sb, muscle shout; to use
your power and influgnce 1o force
SOMEDNE 10 'eavEe 3 job of an ared of
business » Big banks can afford (o
cut fees Lo muscle oult their
cOmpenitors.

MUSS
MUSS UP h [
muss up sth,

muss sth up: QC
to make

something

untidy,

espetially =

h.'\?r or U} ;/‘
clothing

» Sha smiled \)
sweetly,

tnussing up his air as she knelt
beside him.

MUSTER

MUSTER UP -+

muster up sth, muster sth up: to find
enough strength, courage, enthusiasm
atc to do something, especially
samething difficult i £ don’t think fcon
muster up the energy even o g¢ ouf
for o walk today

) DJ)



MNAIL » NOSE

Nn

NAIL

NAIL DOWN —

1 nail down sth/sb, nall sth/sb down:
to make samething definite,
especially by getting other peopte to
agree about the details & Sa far, we
have beea ungble to neil down a date
for the tafks. nall sb dewn to sth
(=make someane give you a definite
decision or statement) » Before they
start the work, naif them down to a
price.

z nail dowa sth, nall sth down: to
understand or describe something
correctly or exactly » J's faken me o
{ong time to rall down the cause of
the problem.

HAIL YP —

nail up sth, nall sthup: to fasten a
door, window etc with nails, in order to
prevent it from being opened » The
doar of the shed had beern nolled up.

NAME

NAME AFTER, QiS50 NAME FOR —
rame sh/ sth after sb/ sth, name

sb/ sih for sb sth: to give sameone ar
something the same name as another
person, thing, or place b My doughter
was named after her grandmother,

» The street is named for Nelson
Mandela,

NARROW

NARROW DOWN —

narrow down sth, narvow sth down: to
reduce the number of things you can
copsider or choose from, by getting rid
of those that are not suitable » There
oren't many cars within pour price
ronge, so that parrows dawn your
choice cansiderably. + to > Police
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have porrowed the tist of suspects
down to one.

NIBBLE
NIBBLE

AT —

nibble at s1h: to
eal something
taking very small
hites » Emma
nibbled at a
piece of taast In
thaughtful
silence.

NIEBLE AWAY AT+

nibble away at sth: lo gradually
reduce a large amount by taking
smaller amounts fram it » AX these
expenses are nibbling away ot our
Savings.

NOD

NOD OFF =

nod off: 1o begin to sleep when you do
not intend to » Ofd Torm had nodded
off in front of the television. » | missed
the and of her lecture — i think | must
hoave nodded aff.

NOSE

NOSE AROUND, S0 NOSE #
ABOUT -

nose around/ about, nose

around/ abaut sth: to look around a
place trying to find out things about
people in a way that annoys them » f
found kim rasing about in my office,
ipgking at the papers on my desk.

» We don't want the police nosing
around the place.

NOSE QUT -+

nase out sth, nase sth owt: to discover
infoimalion that someone else does
net want you to discover » [ didnt
take him long to nose out where the

money was hidden.
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NOTCH

NOTCH UIP —

natch up sth, natch sth bp: to achiove
something such as a winin a game or
& number of years in a job » The
Astros have notched up another
amazing viclory. - She's matched up
25 years as the principal of the
college.

NOTE

HOTE DOWN —

wole down sth, note sih down: it
quickly write down information » Nate
down the dates and times of yodt
exams. = ! checked afl the phone
numbers and noted them dowst ift my
diary

NOTCH » NUZZLE

NUMEER

NUMBER AMONG -+

number sb/ sth among sth, number
among: to include someone or
something among a particular group,
or to be included in such a group » He
numbers amang the best of our young
writers. k& beoutiful woman who
numbered Zola among her admirers

NUZZLE

NUZZLE UP AGAINST, {50 NUZZLE
URTO o

nuzzle up against/ to sb: 1o gently
press your nose or head against
someone in a way that shows you like
them w David's dog camte and nurzled
Lp dGainse e,



OBJECT » OPEN

Oo

OBJECT

OBIECTTO *

1 object to sth/ sb: to dislike and
disapprove of something or someone
» Most of the students strongly abject
to the new rutes. object to sb doing
sth» [ don't object to people smoking
in the privacy of their own homes.

2 object to sth: to say formally and
officially that you oppose something
or disapprove of it » Opposition
politicians immediately objected to
the proposals.

OCCUR

OCCURTO —+

accur to sb: if an idea or a thought
occurs to you, it comes into your mind
w It alfl seemed so simple - she
wondered why the idea hadn't
occurred to her before. + that » it
suddenly occurred to him that maybe
his daughter was lying. oceur to sh to
do sth » [ suppose it never occured to
you ta phane the police?

OFFEND

OFFEND AGAINST —

offend against sth: to do something
that is wrong accarding to an accepted
rule or principle & behaviour that
offends against steadards of comman
decency

OFFER

OFFER UP =

1 offer up a prayer/ sacrifice etc: to
pray to or give something to a god

» Thomas knelt and offered up o silent
prayer of thanksgiving. "
2 offer up sth, offer sth up: ta shaw or
suggest something to someone for
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them to consider, judge, or enjoy ¥ an
occasion whes young artists offer up
their work for the critics to review

OPEN

OPEN INTQ —

open inte sth: to lead directly to
another place » The hallway apened
into a large well-lit room, » At the
bottom of the stairs was a door
opening into the cefiar.

OPEN OFF *

open off sth: if a room or area opens
off another room or area, you can
enter one directly from the other » The
breakfast room opened off the
kitchen.

OFEN ONTO, al50 OPEN ON TO -+
open onto sth: if a room, door, or
window opens onto a place, you can
enter or look out at that place directly
from it» The windows of our flat
opened ento the market square.
QPEN OUT —

1 open out: if a road, path, valley etc
apens out, it becomes wider ar
reaches a wide space » 8eyond
Vifleneuve the valley begins to open
out. + inta » The drive opened aut
into a large paved courtyard.

2 apen out: if a room opens out onlo
another place, the two areas are
connected by doars or windows.

+ anto » The hotel founge opens out
onto a wide, covered terrace.

3 open out
sth, open sth
out: to unfald
somelthing
and spread it
into a wide
shape

®» Opening
out the map,
he traced the line of the river with his
finger.
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g open out: if something that is folded
or closed opens out, it can be

unfolded and spread into a wide
shape » The film was speeded up so
that you could see the flowers

opening out in a few seconds.

5 open out sth, open out: to begin to
Include a wider variety of things in a
discussion, book, programme etc s |
think we shouid open out the
discussion a bit ond think mare about
general policies.

OPEN UP —

1.0pen up, open up sth, open sth up: if
a new shop, business etc opens up or
Is opened up, someone starts it

» Expensive restaurants and night
clubs were opening up all over the city.
2 apen up, open up sth, open sth up: i
opportunities apen up, or a new
situation opens them up, they became
avallable or possible » A whole new
life was opening up before her » A
mave to New York would open up all
kinds of exciting possibilities.

3 open up sth, apen sth up, open up: to
make it easier for peaple to travel to a
country or area or to do business there
» They saw the new roilroad as o
means of opening up the far west of
Canada. + to» The country has anly
recently opened up to Western tourists,
4 open up sth, epen sth up: to open
something that is closed, locked, or
covered » He opened up his briefcase
and took owt a photograph.

5 open up sth, open sth up: (o unfold
something and spread it into a wide
shape » f opened up the map to try to
find Milwaukee Avenue.

6 apen up, open up sth, open sth up:
to open the door of a building so that
people can enter » Open up! This s
the police! » The janitor was the only
person authorized to lock and open up
the building.

OPPOSE » OPT

7 open up sth, open sth up: to start a
discussion ar argument about a
subject = Recent events fiave opened
up a public debate abaut the future of
the Royal Family.

8 open up: to start shooting,
especially with a large gun » As our
troops moved forward, the enemy
opened up with machine guns.

9 open up: to stop being shy and say
what you really think » Once she knew
she could trust me, Melissa started to
open up.

10 open up a lead/gap: to increase
the number of points or the distance
by which you are winning » Minutes
later the Australians scored agoin and
opened up G 12 point lead.

11 open up, open up sth, open sth up:
if 8 hole, crack etc opens up, or it
something opens it up, it appears and
becomes wider B Arr earthquake
struck the city and a 2o metre-deep
crack opened up in the main square.
12 open up sb/ sth, open sb/ sth up: to
do a medical operation on a persan or
animal’s body, by cutting it open» The
dactors said they'll have to open himi
up and remaove the domaged tissue

OPPOSE

BE OPPOSED TO +

1 be opposed to sth: to disagree with
something and try to stop it
happening » Many Americans were
opposed to the war in Vietnom.

2 be opposed to sth: if two ideas or
opinions are opposed to each other,
they are completely different from
each other » The principies of
capitalism and environmentalism are
directly opposed to each ather.

OFT

OPT FOR —

opt for sth: to choose one thing or
aclion instead of another » an



ORDER » OWN

engineering graduate who finally
opted for a career in teaching.

OPT IN, afS0 OPT INTO

opt in, opt into sth: to decide to join a
group or take part in a system » &
referendum on whether 1o opt into the
single Ewropean currency

OPT OUT —

1.0pt out: to decide not Lo join a group
or take part in a system » The
company has a pension plan, but
employees are given the right to opt
o,

2 opt out: to avoid doing a job or
accepting a duty. + of » You can't
skmply opt out of oll responsibility for
the child.

ORDER

ORDER AROUND, alS0 ORDER
ABOUT —

order sb around/ about: to keep
telling someone what te do in an
annoying way » You've no right to
order the children argund like thot.
ORBER IN —

1 order In sth, order sth in: to order
food that is ready to eat to be
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delivered to your home ar office

» Glosia ordered in sandwiches from
the deli.

2 order sb in, order in sb: to order
soldiers or police 1o go into a place to
deal with trouble » Special police wnits
were ordered in from outside the city.
ORDER OUT

order out: to order food that is ready
to eat to be delivered to your home ar
office » Lat’s order out tonight. + for
» We ordered out for pizze and bought
a bottle af Chianti.

OWN

OWN TO —

own to sth: to admit that something is.
true even though you are ashamed of
it » 'l own to being o coward, but !
am not ¢ troitar.

OWN UP —

own up: to admit that you have done
something wrong, especially
something that is not serious # Unless
the guilty person owns up, the whole
class will be punished. own up to
(doing) sth » No one ever owned up
to breaking the window.

Pp

PACK

PACK AWAY —
1 pack sth
away, pack
away sth: to
put some-
thing back in
Its box, case
elc after you
have finished
using it t's
time to take down the Chifstmas
decorations and pack them away.

2 pack away sth, pack sth away: to
oat a large amount af food » Billy can
reatly pack it away.

PACK IN —

1 pack in sth, pack sth in: 1o stop
doing something, especially a job that
you find unpleasant or annoying & He
packed in his job and went travelling
in Austrafia. pack it (all) in » At times
ifke this | feel like packing it all in.

2 pack it in!: used to tell sameone Lo
stop doing something thal is annoying
you » “Susan just punched mel” “well
pack it in, both of you!”

3 pack sbin: to tell a hoyfriend or
girlfriend that you want to end the
relationship » He's atways letting her
down - 1 think she should pack him in.
&4 pack sth In, pack in sth: to do a lot
of different things or visit a lot of
different places in a short period of
time » You can pack in a lot of
sightseeing in seven days if you try.

5 pack sbin, pack in sb: if a film, play
elc packs people in, large numbers of
people come to watch it » The latest
blockbuster has packed in audiences
across the counisy.

PACK » PAGE

PACK INTO —

pach sth inte sth: to do a lot of
different things or visit a lot of
different places in a short period of
time » We managed to pack a lot into
aur two days in Paris.

PACK OFF —

pack off sb, pack sb off: to send
someone to 3 place without asking
them if they wanl to go » As 5001 as
the children were old enough, they
were packed off to boarding school.
BE PACKED QUT —

be packed out: to be very crowded

+ Mast of the bors in Soho are packed
out oit a Friday night. + with

» Stratford is packed out with tourisis
in the summer.

PACK UP —»

1 pack up, pack up sth, pack sth up: to
put your things into bags, boxes etc,
50 that you can move them to another
place » She packed up her few
belongings and left.

2 pack up: to finish warking or finish
what you are doing at the end of a day
» 1 think it’s about time we packed up
and went iome.

3 pack up: if a machine packs up it
stops working = The washing
machine’s packed up again!

PAD

PAD OUT —

pad out sth, pad sth out: to make a
piece of writing, speech or story
longer by adding unnecessary words
» Concentrate on the important points
- don't pad your essay out with waffle
PAGE

PAGE DOWN —

page down: to press a button on your
computer so that you can see the next
page of writing » Page down after
you've finishied each bock of text.




PAINT » PALM

PAGE THROUGH —

page through sth: to turn the pages of
a hook, magazine elc, but not read it
carefully » Kathy paged through an
old magazine while she was waiting.
PAGE UP —

page up: to press a button on your
computer 50 that you can see the
previous page of writing » Can you
page up, pieese? 'd like to look af the
introduction.

PAINT

PAINT IN »

paint in sth, paint sth In: to fill a space
in a picture or add more details to it,
using paint » The figures on the side
were painted in at a later date.

PAINT OUT —

paint out sth, paint sth out: to hide
something that has been drawn or
painted by covering it with paint

» Valunteers spent two haurs picking
up litter and painting out graffiti.

PAIR

PAIR QFF -+

1 pair off: if two people in a group
pair off, they start to have a romantic
or sexual relationship with each
other » Everyone eise at the party
hod paired off, and | was left on my
ol

2 pair sb off: to try to get two people
1o start a romantic relationship with
each other. + with » My mather’s
always trying to poir me off with
“nice” young men.

3 pair off, palr off sb, pair sb off. Il
people in a group pair off or you pair
them off, each person gets together
with one other person to do a
particular job or activity & Could you
all pair off and have ¢ go at exercise 57
PAIR UP +

1 pair up: to get together with another
person to do something » johnson
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and Valenzuela paired up to write
‘Memphis Time'.

2 palr sb up, pair up sb: if you pair
peaple up in a group, you make them
do something together in groups of
Lwo, + with » The teacher pairs up
Students who dre daing well in her
class with those who are having
trouble.

PAL

PAL ARCUND —

pal around: to go Lo places and do
things with someone as a friend

» They palled around New York while
making their latest movie. + with

» We can pal around with my brother
when he's net at work.

PAL UP —

pal up: to become friends with
someone for a shart time » She
quickly palled up with same ather girls
she met ir ihe hotel,

PALM

PALM OFF —

palm sb off, palm off sb: to give
someone an explanation or excuse
that is not true, + with » Her husband
tried to palm her off with excuses
about working late.

PALM OFF ON —

palm sth off on sb, palm off sth on sb:
to get rid of something by giving or
selling it to someone else, without
telling them about its faults & I've
marnaged ta palm that early morning
class off on Mary - she’s desperate for
work.

PALM OFF AS —

palm sth off as sth, palm off sth as
sth: to make people believe that
something is better or more valuable
that it really is. especially so that they
will pay more for it & Some jewellers
may try to palm off worthless bits of
glass as diamonds.
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PAN

PAN QUT

1 pan out: to happen or develop in a
successful way » If this teip doesn't
pan out, | might go to Thailand
fnstead.

2 pan out: the way something pans
out is the way it develops or the way
In which it happens & Let’s see how
the first round of talks pans out before
we start thinking further ahead.

PANDER

PANDER TO —

pander to sb/ sth: to do or provide
whal someone else wants in order to
fet an advantage for yoursell » Fven
the quality newspapers pander to
peaple’s interest in the private lives of
s0ap stars.

PAPER

PAPER OVER —

paper over sth: to try to hide the fact
that there is a problem because you
do not want peaple to know about it
® The two pariies tried to paper over
their differences and form a
government together.

PARCEL

PARCEL OUT —

parcel out sth, parcel sth out: to
divide or share something among
several people » Much of the best
land in the country was parcelled out
among rich landowners,

PARCEL

up —

parcel up sth,
parcel sthup:
1o wrap
something
with paper,
string etc so
that you can
send it somewhere & She asked for

PAN » PARTAKE

the books to be parcelied up and sent
ta her.

PARE

PARE BACK —

pare back sth, pare sth back: to
reduce something, especially in order
1o save money & In many universities,
arts courses have been pored back.
PARE DOWN —

pare down sth, pare sth down: to
reduce the size of something, by
getting rid of what you do not need
-t is likely the company will continue
te pare down its workforce aver the
next few pears

PART

BE PARTED FROM

be parted from sb/ sth: to be
separated from someone or something
» My parents were hardly ever parted
from each other in thirty years of
marriage. » She refused to be parted
from her favourite doll, even for o
minute,

PART WITH —

part with sth/sb: to give or sell
something to someane else, when you
do not really want to » She took the
gun from fack, who parted with i
refuctanty.

PARTAKE

PARTAKE IN —+

partake In sth: to take part in an
aclivity or event & A7 least 200 kids
were there, ready to partake in the
artaual Giants baseball camp.
PARTAKE OF -

1 partake of sth: to eat or drink
something, especially something that
is offered to you » There ore several
excellent restaurants nearby, where
you can parlake of a selection of local
deficacies.

2 partake of sth: to take part in an



PARTITION » PASS

activity ar event » Orgonized children’s
activities will keep the kids happy
while you partake of exercise classes.

PARTITION

PARTITION OFF

partition off sth, partition sth off: to
separate one area fram another area
using a thin wall, glass, furniture etc

w The foreman’s office was partitioned
off from the rest of the factory floor.

PARTNER

PARTNER UP, 0lSD PARTNER OFF —
partner up/ off, partner sb up/off: to
join with someone in order to do
something together, or to make
someone do this » Sam and |
partnerad up for our club's tennis
taurnament, + with » joey partnered
off with Bana, and we began the
game.

PASS

PASS AROUND, als0 PASS

ROUND +

1 pass around,/ round sth, pass sth
around/ round: to give something to
one person in a group for them to give
to the next person, until everyone has.
had it » Write your name on this list
then pass it round.

2 pass sth around/ reund, pass
around/ round sth: to offer something
to each person in a group » Carlg
brought some cakes fn and passed
then around.

PASS AS —

1 pass as sb: to make other people
think that you are someone that you
are not. sb could pass as sb = With
my hafr cut shart | could have passed
as @ boy.

2 pass as sth: if one thing passes as
another, Itis called or considered to
be the second thing even though itis
nat & chocolate-cavered cereal bars
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that pass as healthy snocks. what
passes as (=what is called or
considered) » The houses had no
bathrooms, and what possed as
runping water came through garden
hoses.,
PASS AWAY —
1 pass away: to die » He hod been il
for some time, and passed away
peacefully on 12 April.
2 pass away: to slowly disappear or
stop existing » We pray that this
threat of wor may Quickly pass away
3 pass away: when a period of time
passes away, it finishes » Day after
day passed away, but still we heard
nathing from Kendall.
4 pass away sth, pass sth away: if you
pass a period of time away, you spend
time doing something so that you are
not bored » The old men sit cutside
cafes, end play cords to pass the time
away.
PASS BETWEEN —*
1 pass between sb: if a look passes
between two people, they look at each
other quickly in a way that shows they
are thinking the same thing » A look
of disqust passed between fim and his
wife. » He saw o quick glance pass
between foartna and Helen, and
waondered if they knew his secret,
2 pass between sb: if something
passes between people, they talk to
each other » Hardly o word passed
between them for the rest of the
journey.
PASS BY —
1 pass by, pass by sb/ sth: to go past
someone ar something without
stopping » The express train passed
by with a deafening noise. » Our dog
barks at anyone who passes by the
hause.
passer-by v someane who is walking
past when something such as a
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crime or accident happens b The fire
wus reparted by a passer-by who
saw flames coming from the
bulfding.
2 pass sb by: if an event passes you
by, it happens without your noticing it
much or being affected by it » My
mother lived in a remate vitlage, and
oll the excitement of the 19605 possed
her by.
3 pass sb by: if an opportunity passes
you by, you do not take it when it is
avallable. let 2 chance pass you by
also let an opportunity pass you by
* He'll never forgive himself for fetting
the oppertunity of a lifetime pass him
by, life passes you by afsc the world
passes you by (=you fail to get any
advantage from the opportunities that
ife offers) » Life can easily pass you
by if you dor’t reach out and grab it.
& pass by, pass by sth: to go neara
place on the way to another place,
especially by chance » Come in and
see us if you happen to be passing by.
PASS DOWN —
pass down sth, pass sth down: to give
of teach semething to people who are
younger than you or live after you
» traditions which have been passed
down through the generations. + to
» She passed down to her children
and grandchildrer g love of reading.
PASS FOR —
1 could pass for sb: to make other
people think you are a type of person
that you are nal. sb could pass as sb
» The Mitchell brathers could easily
pass for twins.
2 pass for sth: if one thing passes for
another, it is called or considered the
second thing even though it is not
» some of the rubbish that passes for
music in the pop charts these days
PASS OFF —
pass off peacefully/ well: if an event
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passes off peacefully or well, it is
peaceful or a success » Today’s
demonstration possed off peacefully,
as 50,000 people gathered in Hyde
Park.

PASS OFF AS —

: 1 pass sth off as sth: to make people

believe that something is better or
mare valuable then it really is » The
farger painted in various styles and
passed them off as originals,

2 pass yourself off as sh: to make
peaple think that you are sameone
that you are not » He survived the war
by passing himself off as a loyalist
soldier.

3 pass off sth, pass sth off: Lo ignore
something or pretend it is not very
serious, because you do not want it 1o
hurl you. + as » Laughing iightly,
Cloite passed the remark off as a foke.
» He passed off his boss's comments
as insignificant, but fnside he was
furious.

PASS ON —

1 pass sth on, pass on sth: to tell
someone something that someone
else has told you » I get any news,
i pass it on. + to » He hod been
passing secrets on to enemy states
while working at the Pentagon.

2 pass sth on, pass on sth: to give
something, especiaily a disease or
special quality, to your children, so
that they are born with it. + to & Older

¢ mothers have a higher risk of passing
: genetic disarders on to their children.
i » He seems to have passed on his

i footballing ability to his son,

3 pass sth on, pass on sth: to give
something such as property to
someone younger than you after your
death. + to & Paul bought the farm
hoping that one day he could pass it
on to his son,

4 pass on sth, pass sth on: to teach a
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skill, knowledge, tradition etc to
someone younger than you » The old
stories were passed on throughout the
generations,

5 pass sth on, pass on sth: to give an
illness or disease to someone else

» The virtis cannot be passed on to
another person thiough normal sociol
contact,

6 pass on: to die » Marty passed on
before his grandchildren were born.

7 pass sth on, pass on sth: to give
something to someone else, after you
have had it or finished with it » Take
some sandwiches and pass the rest
on.

PASS ONTO —+

1 pass 5th on to sb, pass on sth te sh:
1o make your prices higher or lower
according ta how much they cost you
 Supermarkets usually pass on the
high cost of transporting goods to
their customers.

2 pass sh on te sh, pass on sh to sh:
to suggest to someone that they
should speak to another person,
because you think that person will be
able to help them » I'll pass you on to
our customer services department.

3 pass on Lo sth: to start talking about
a new subject » We haven't got much
time, so let's pass on to item {wo on
the agenda.
PASS OUT -+
1 pass out:

to become
unconscious
» Kevin drank
S0 much
vodka that he
passed out an
the stairs.

2 pass out
sth, pass sth
out: to give
something to each persanin a group
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 Jose put on a Santa hat and passed
out presenis to the children,

PASS OVER —*

1 pass aver sth: o deliberately not
discuss a particular subject or deal
with a particular problem » Many
schoof textbooks pass aver upsetting
details abaut the war. » Less seriaus
crimes are passed over, as police

. concentrate on major drugs deafers.
2 pass sh over, pass over sh: ta not

consider someone for a job and give it
to someone else, especially unfairly

= She cloims that she was passed over
in favour of a man who was less
experienced.

PASS ROUND S€€ PASS AROUND
PASS TO -+

pass to sb: if something passes to

£ you, you became the owner of it or

responsible for it » If you die without
making a will, your property will
usually pass to your spouse and
children.

PASS UP -+

pass up sth, pass sth up: to not take
an opportunity when it hecomes
available » They'e offering me o
fantastic satary, so I be crozy to pass
it up. pass up a chance (to do sth)
also pass up an opportunity (te do
sth) & Wiiliam couidn’t pass up the
apportunity to work in Hollywood.

PAT

PAT DOWN —

pat sb down, pat down sb: to search
someone, especially in order to check
il they are carrying a dangerous
weapon, illegal drugs etc » A security
guard was patting him down at the
airport when he found a pack of
cocaine.

PATCH
PATCH TOGETHER *
patch together sth, patch sth
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together: to make ar arrange
something quickly and carelessly from
soveral different pants ar ideas » A
new plan was quickly patched
together.

PATCH UP —

1 patch up sth, patch sth up: to stop
arguing with someone and agree to be
friendly with them again & Mindy
wanted to patch up her marrioge after
a year of separation, patch things up
» They seem very happy now they've
patched things up. patch up your
differences » Aragon agreed to meet
with Campbeli to try to patch up their
differences.

2 patch up sth, patch sth up: to repair
something by adding a piece of
material to it » We can patch these
curtains up and make them look
almost new.

3 patch up sth, patch sth up: to give
quick and basic medical treatment ta
someone who is hurt = Liam felf and
hurt his knee, and was sent (o the
school nurse to patch it up.

PAVE

PAVE OVER —

pave over sth: to cover a path, road
etc with a hard level surface » Two
years ago this area was paved aver to
make an extra airport runway.

PAW

PAW AT —

paw at sth: if an animal paws at
something, It touches or rubs it again
and again with its paws » Buster kept
pawling at my legs and trying to jump
up on my lap.

PAY

PAY BACK —

1 pay sb/ sth back, pay back sb/sth,
pay sb back sth: te give someone the
money that you owe them » [ have ten
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years to pay back my student loans.
w 0id ! pay you back that £57

2 pay sb back: to do something
unpleasant to someone because they
have done something unpleasant to

: you. + for » She vowed ra find her

daughter's killer and pay him back for
what he did.
PAY FOR —
pay for sth; to suffer or be punished
far something you have done & We
must make criminals pay for their
crimes.
PAY IN, OIS0 PAY INTO —
pay sth in, pay in sth, pay sth inte sth:
to put money in your bank account or
a savings plan » Did you remember to
pay that cheque in?w | paid £250 into
my savings accaunt.
PAY OFF —
1 pay off sth, pay sth off: to pay all the
money you owe someone b He is
working overtinte ta pay off his debis.
v Two yeors after the accident, the
Thompsons have finally paid off their
s0n’s hospital bills.
2 pay off: if something that you do
pays off, it is successful or worth
doing & The bard's hard work finally
paid off when their single shot to
number one, & They took a hell of @
risk, but it realiy paid off in the end.
payoff 1 an advantage or good result
you get from something you do
v Expensive, long-term projects
need to have an adequate pay-off.
3 pay sb off, pay off sb: to give
someone money so they will not tell
ather people about something & City
leaders have been uccused of paying
off peaple who want to file
complaints.
payoff i a payment that you make to
someone secretly or illegally in order
to stop them from causing you any
trouble » Our main witness is
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refusing to talk - the gang must have |

threatened her, or given her a payoff.
& pay sb off, pay off sb: 1o stop
employing a worker after paying them
the wages that you owe them
» Although the engineering firm paid
off 9o workers, 700 other jobs have
been saved.
payoff u a payment that you make to
someone when you make them
leave their job » He received an
incredible £15 million payoff after he
was forced to resign.
PAY QUT —
1 pay out sth, pay sth out: to pay
money to someone because they are
owed it, or have earned it, or won it
» £6 million of prize money is paid out
every week. » 'm still waiting for the
insurance campany ta pay oul.
payout 1 a sum of money paid 1o
someone because they are owed it,
or have earned it, or wan it » They
wan a £500,000 payout from the
hospital where their son died.
2 pay out, pay out sth: to spend a lot
of money on samething, especially
when you do not want to » {'m sick of
paying out oll this money on rent.
» Why pay out £300 for a dress, when
you're never going to wear it again?
PAY OVER —
pay over sth, pay sth over: to make an
official payment of money to
someone. + 1o & Cloncy’s share of the
inherftance was paid over to tim.

PAY UP >
pay up: to pay
maney that you 2]

owe, especially |
when you do not ﬁél
want to » My W
credit card’s 4
been stolen - a7 N
will{have 1o pay g %

up if someone
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uses it?® You've lost the case, so now
voull just have fo pay up.
paid-up ap a paid-up member is
someone who has paid the money
necessary to join a club, political
party elc & @ paid-up member of the
Lobour Party

PEAL

PEAL OUT —

peal cut: to make a loud sound which
can be heard a long way away - use
this about bells ringing » The bells
pealed out all over the Palace of
Westminster.

PECK

PECK AT —

1 peck at sth: if a bird pecks at
something, it tries to eat it with its
beak » Two geese were pecking at
some grairn in the formyard

2 peck at sth: to eat only a small part
of your meal, because you are not very
hungry » She pecked at her food fora

i few minutes and then pushed her

plate away.

PEEL

PEEL OFF -+

1 peel off sth, peel sth off: to take oft
clothes, especially when they are wet
or tight » She peefed off her wet
clothes, and jumped into a hot

i shower
: 2 peel off, peel off sth: 1o come away
: from a surface in small pieces » Paint

was peeling off the faded white walls,
3 peel off sth, peel sth off: to remove
the outside layer or something flat
from the surface of something » He
peeled off the labe! to revedl anather
address underneath.

4 peel off sth, peel sth off: to take
some money from a thick pile of paper
maney that you are holding » The man
peeled off two bank notes from the
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rofl in his pocket.

PEG

PLG AWAY —

pag away: to work hard for a long time
at something difficult. + at» The
South African team kept pegging away
t Australia, and menaged to get them
afl out for 230 runs.

PEG OUT —

1 peg out sth, peg sth out: to fasten
tlothes or sheets ta a line outside, so
that they can dry » Can you help me
peg these sheets out?

2 peg out sth, peg sth out: to fasten
something to the ground using small
metal or wooden sticks & Piace the
tent on the ground and peg cut the
four corners,

3 peg out: to die - used especially
humorously ! thought { was going to
peg out in the heat.

PELT

PELT DOWN —

it's pelting down: used to say that it is
ralning very heavily » it's been pelting
down afl marning.

PEN

PEN IN —

1 feel penned in: to feel that you are
too limited by the situation that you
are in» Anna was fed up with her life
in England. She felt bored and penned
in

2 pen in sth/sb, pen sthysh in: to shut
animals or people n an enclosed area
50 that they cannot escape b The
sheep were penned in for the night.
PEN UP —

pen up sth/ sb, pen sb/sth up: to shut
animals or peaple in an enclosed area
50 that they cannot escape » He kept
s victims penned up in his garage.
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PENCIL

PENCILIN —

pencil sh/ sth in, pencil in sb/sth: to
make an arrangement that is not
definite and which may be changed
later » He has a meeting pencilled in
with the Prime Minister in May. + for
w Il pencil you in for next Tuesday
morning at 10 o'clock.

PENSION

PENSION OFF *

pension sb off, pension off sb: 10
arrange for someone to stop working
and receive money from your
company, because they are old, ill, or
no longer needed » The Defence
Ministry pensioned off 750 officers
including 10 generals.

PEP

PEPUP —

1 pep up sth, pep sth up: to make
something more exciting, interesting,
or effective » Adding o little chilli
powder helps pep up the flavour » TV
scriptwriters have tried ta pep up the
series by intraducing some new
characters.

T pep up s, pep sb ug: o give
someone more energy and make them
feel less tired » Some aromatherapy
oils help you relax, and others pep you
up.

PEPPER

PEPPER WITH —

1 pepper sth with sth: to include a lot
of a particular type of words or
phrases in a book, speech etc » The
seript is peppered with four-letter
words and slang. pepper sth with sth
(=use a lot of a particular type of
language in a book, speech ete)

» He peppered his speeches with
nationalistic slogans.

2 be peppered with sth: if something
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is pepperad with smaller things, there
are a lot of the smaller things all over
it b He had thick black hair, peppered
with grey.

PERK

PERK UP

1 perk up, perk sb up, perk up sb: 1o
become, or make someone become,
more cheerful, interested, or energetic
» Their faces seemed to perk up o
little when she mentioned the subject
of money. » | like (o stert the day
with o cup of coffee. It helps to perk
me up.

2 perk up, perk up sth, perk sth up: to
improve and become more interesting
or exciting, or to make something do
this » The housing market is starting
o perk up, and prices have been
rising steadity.

PERMIT

PERMIT OF

permit of sth: to make it possible

for something to happen & His
financial situation did not persait of
marriage to a woman of Lady Sarah’s
rank.

PERTAIN

PERTAINTO —

pertain ta sth: to be directly
connected with a particular subject,
event, or person » Five of the charges
pertained ta the torture and Murder of
political prisoners,

PETER

PETER OUT —

1 peter out: if something peters out,
there s gradually less and less of it
until It stops completely & The rain will
peter oul fater on in the day. » Qur
conversation began to peter out and

1 strugaled to think of something to
Say

i and less
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2 peter
out: if a
path or
road
peters
out, it
graduzlly
becomes
narrower

clear, until it ends completely » As
they weit further inta the forest, the
path gradually petered out.

PHASE

PHASE IN ~

phase in sth, phase sth in: lo
gradually introduce something such as
a new system or product » The new
taxes wilf be phased in over a three-
year perfod,

PHASE OUT —

phase out sth, phase sth out: to
gradually stop using samething such
as a system or product = The old
trains will groduolly be phased out
over the next 18 months.

PHONE

PHONE AROUND, alse PHONE
ROUND -+

phane around/ round, phone around/
round sb: to telephone several people,
companies etc especially in order to
find out about something & Why dorn't
yau phone around and see If you can

i et a Geiter price somendiers gfse?

PHONE BACK

phone back, phone st back, phene
back sh: to telephone someone for a
second time or after they have

: telephoned you » The woman said

she'd phone buck straight away. » To
my surprise, he phoned me back a few
days latet, and offered me ihe job.
PHONE FOR —

phane for sth, phone sb for sth: to
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telephone someone and ask them to

provide you with something or send

you something » She phoned for o

taxi, which arrived 20 minutes later.

» Group bookings available, phore for

detatis.

PHONE IN —

1 phone in: to telephone a television

or radio company in order to give your

opinion, [oin in a discussion efc

v Hundreds of viewers phoned in to

compiair.
phone-in (programme) n a radio of
television programme in which
ptople telephone the programme to
Blve their opinions, or ask or answer
questions b She hosts a radio
phone-in pragramme.

a phaone in: to telephone an

organization in order to report or ask

about something » Somecne phoned

I to the hospital to report the

accident. w An aneayinous caller

phoned in claiming to have seen ore

of the suspects. phone in sick

(=telephone your company to say that

you are ill and cannot come to work)

® | felt awful, so | phoned in sick and

went straight to bed.

PHONE ROUND 5ee PHONE AROUND

PHONE THROUGH —

phane through sth, phone sth

through, phone through: to

telephone someone to give them a

message or order, or to give or ask for

nformation » Phrone through your

order, and it will be delivered the neat

day,

PHONE Up —

phane up sb, phone sb up, phone up:

to telephone someone and speak 10

them » / kept phoning her up, asking

lo see her and the children,

» Jonathan has just phoned up to say

that he'll be late.

PICK

PICK

PICK AT »

1 pick at sth: to eat anly small
amounts of food without showing
much interest in it = Chantal was
picking at the salad without much
enthusiasm.

2 plek at sth: to scratch ar pull
something gently again and again
» Wayne sat picking ot an old scab on
his knee.

3 pick at sb: to keep criticizing
someone of complaining about things
that they do » My two boys pick ot
each other all day obout stupid little
things.

PICK OFF

1 pick off sb, pick sb off: to shaot and
kill people or animals one after the
other & The British soldiers wore red
tunics, which made it easy for the
enemy to pick them off.

2 plek off sb, pick sb off: to choase
and take the best people or things
fram a group » The big clubs are able
to pick off rising young stars early in
their career.

PICK ON

1 pick on sh: to treat one person in a
group badly in a way that seems very
unfait » She was a shy. quiet girl who
was always being picked on by the
other kids. » He says thatf this
particutar teacher is always picking an
hirmi.

2 pick on 5b/ sth: to choose one
person of thing when you could easily
have chosen someone or something
else » My son’s first word was “dada”,
but for somie reason my daughter
picked on “toaster”.

PICK OUT —

1 pick out sth/ sh, pick sth/ sb out: to
choose one particular thing or person
from a group & Sophie naturaly



PICK

picked ouwt the most expensive ring in
the whole shop. » The judges picked
her work out as the best in the show.
2 pick out sb/ sth, pick sb/ sth out: to
recognize a person or thing from a
group » He was asked to pick out the
man who attacked him.

3 pick out sb/sth, pick sbf sth out; to
succeed in seeing someone or
something, even though this is
difficult »  coutd just pick out a littie
boat some way from the shore.

1 pick out, pick sth out: to play a tune
on a musical instrument, especially
slowly or with difficulty » Sinead was
picking out an old Beatles song on her
guitar.

PICK OVER

1 pick over sth: to examine a group of
things carefully in order to choose the
ones you want i Peopie were picking
over piles of clothes on the market
stalls. » The seabijrds picked over the
debris that wastied up on the shore.

2 pick over sth: to examine or discuss
something very carefully and in detail
» She hated the idea of her personal
life being picked over by the media.
PICK THROUGH —

pick through sth: to search through
things in order to find something

¥ Rescue warkers are picking through
the rufns, looking for survivars.

PICK UP -+

1 pick up sth/sb, pick sthfsb up: to lift
something or someone up, especially
with your hands » Mauvin picked up
the gun and put it in her pocket, » The
little girl's mother laughed and bent
down to pick her up. pick up the
phone (=1ift up the phone so that you
can use it} » The phone rang, and he
picked it up,

2 pick up sby sth, plek sh/ sth up: to
collect someone from a place where
they are waiting for you i | went to
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i pick Korey up from: the airport, » The
i boys were eventually picked up by a
rescue boat.

pick-up 1 when you go somewhere
to collect something or someone
» Diug dealers used the place for
pick-ups of heroin and cocaine.
3 pick up sh, pick sb up: to stop your
car 50 that someone can get in and
travel with you » We stopped to pick
up a couple of hitchhikers.
4 pick up sth, pick sth up: to get or buy
something, especially something that
you find by chance & Did you manoge
to pick up any bargains in the sales?
» Armold had picked up the painting in
the sixties for just a few pounds.
5 plck up sth, pick sth up: to get or
win something such as a prize or votes
inan election » Last year the movie
picked up six Academy Awards.
& pick sth up, pick up sth: to learn

: how to do something by watching or
i listening to other people, or by trying

to do it yourself» While | was in Tokyo
| picked up quite a bit of Japanese.

» The system’s easy to use. You'll
soon pick it up.

7 pick sth up, plck up sth: Lo learn
about something such as a useful
piece of information, an interesting
idea, or a story about someone » |
went to see Lucy, hoping to pick up
some juicy gossip. pick up a tip (=a
useful piece of information) » Here's a
useful tip | picked up the other day.

8 pick up sth, pick sth up: to get an
infectious disease & Kids can pick up
ol sorts of ilinesses when they first
start school.

9 pick up sth, pick sth up: if you pick
up a way of speaking or behaving, you
start to do it because other people are

; doing it » She seems to quickly pick
I up the locol occent wherever she
i goes.
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10 pick up sth, plck sth up: toearn a
particular amount of money for your
work, especially a surprisingly large
amount & Top city fawyers can pick up
well over £100,000 o year
11 pick sb up, pick up sb: to start to
talk to someone you do not know, with
the Intention of having sex with them
» Gary went home with some girl he
picked up in a bar.
12 plck up: to start to improve after
having problems » i recem manths
the economy has started to pick up
again. » Don't worty, 'm sure things
will so0n pick up.
pick-up v a time when trade,
business, or the economic situation
improves b There's been a pick-up in
sales over the last quarter.
13 pick up, pick ug sth, plck sth up: to
start doing something again from the
point where you or someone else
stopped before » His new detective
theiller picks up at the point where the
previous one ended, pick up where
s/ sth left off » After holf-time the
team picked up again where they'd left
off, and won the match egsily.
14 pick up sb, pick sb up: if the police
plck up someone, they stop them and
take them somewhere to ask them
questions » Police officers were
walting to pick him up for questioning
when he arrived at the airport.
15 plick up sth, pick sth up: to receive
o radio signal, a television signal etc
» The Titanic’s distress signal was
plcked up by other ships in the area,
16 plck up sth, pick sth up: to notice a
smell or signs that show that someone
or something is there or has been
there » The dog picked up the missing
chifd’s scent, and followed the trail to
some bushes.
17 pick up sth, pick sth up: to notice a
mistake or something that seems odd

PICK

about something » Don't worry about
spelling mistakes - the spelf-checker
should pick them up.

18 pick yourself up: to get up off the
ground and stand after you have fallen
down » Curtis picked himseif up and
looked around for his waliet,

1g pick up the bill afso pick up the
tab: o pay a bill for someone » The
government will have to pick up the
bill for all the damage. » We wen! cut
for o meal in a fancy restaurant, and
she picked up the tab.

20 pick up speed also pick up steam:
to start lo move morte quickly » The
car picked up speed and shot off into
the distance,

21 pick up sth: to make a place tidy

» You can't go out untif you pick up
your room.

22 the wind picks up: if the wind picks
up, it starts to get stronger + That
evening the wind picked up ond storm
clouds gathered,

PICK UP AFTER —

pick up after sb: to put things back in
the right place and make everything
neat and tidy after someone has made
it untidy » Al t seem to do is wash,
clean, and pick up after the children.
PICK UP ON -+

1 pick up on sth: to notice something,
especially something that other
people do not notice » Children tend
to pick up on any strain between their
parents.

2 pick up on sth: to notice something
and realize that it is important » The
press were quick to pick up on the
story.

3 plck up on sth: if you pick up on
something that was mentioned earlier,
you say more aboul it To pick up on
an earlier theme, there are {wo main
traditions in the history of Western art.



PIECE » PILE

4 pick sb up on sth: to tell someone
that they have made a mistake or
done something that you disapprove
of - Glyn took his remark as an insult,
and immediately picked him up ort it
» She asked me to pick her up on any
mistakes in her English.

PICK UP WITH —

pick up with sb: to start meeting
someone again and start doing things
together as friends » Amelia was
looking forward to picking ug with her
old friends when she got bock home,

PIECE

PIECE OUT +

piece out sth, plece sth out: to
gradually lind out about and
understand the facts of a situation » /¢
took me several days to piece out
what had hoppened to the money.
PIECE TOGETHER —

piece together sth, piece sth together:
to pul together all the information that
you have about a situation in order to
try lo understand what happened

» Accident investigators are still trying
to piece together the events that led
up to the crash.

PIG

PIG OUT —
pig out: to
eat a lot of
food,
especially
mare than
wou need or
more than is
sensible.
+on > Jt just isn't passible to pig aur
on a lot of junk food and still stay
slim.

PILE

PILEIN

pile in: if a group of people pile in,
they all enter a place or vehicle,
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quickly and not in an organized way
» We were silting at the bar when o
group of tourists suddenfy piled in.
PILE INTO —

pile into sth: if a group of people pile
into a place or vehicle, they all enter it,
quickly and not in an organized way
» Bunny, Martin and the four girls
piled fnto the taxi

PILE ON —+

1 pile on sth, pile sth an, pile sth on
sth: to give or do more and more of
something in order to achieve the
result that you want & She's o good
writer, but she’s boring wien she piles
on endless detoils about her
childhood. » The Scots piled on the
pressure and achieved a comfortable
win.

2 plle it on: to talk about something a
loLin a way that makes a situation
seem much worse than It really is

» Nobody pays any attention when |
do something right, but they certainly
pile it on when ! make a mistake.

3 pile on the agony: to make a
situation even more difficult for
someone than it already is » Hodges
scored yel again, piling or the agony
for United who were already 3-0 down.
4 pile on weight: to become much
fatter and heavier » Most peaple pile
on some extra weight ot Christmas.
PILE QUT »

pile out: if a group of people pile aut,
they all leave a vehicle or a place
quickly and nol in an organized way
» All the people on the coach piled
out. + of & An alarm went off and
everyone beqon piling out of their
roams in their pyjamas,

PILE UP

1 pile up: to gradually form a large pile
or mass » Dorcas stared at the snow
piling up against the wafls outside.
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a plle sth up, pile up sth: to put a lot
of things on top of each cther so that
they form a pile » Helen carefully piled
up the logs in front of the stove.
3 pile up: if work, debts, problems etc
pile up, they increase to a level that is
100 much for you to deal with b The
business was in serious trouble, and
its debts were rapicily piling up.
® Traffic going out of town is really
storting to pile up by five o'clock.
4 plle up sth, pile sth up: to make the
number ar amount of something
Increase in a way that causes
problems - The company has piled up
fosses of over £20 million.
§ pile up: if a lot of vehicles pile up,
they crash into each ather » It's been
a bad week for traffic accidents, with
Iwenty-one cars piling up on the M23.
rlie-up N a road accident in which a
ot of vehicles crash into each other
» Several people were injured in a
12-vehicle pite-up ort the M25.
PIN
PIN DOWN —
1 pln down sth, pin sth down: to
understand or explain exactly what
something is or what it is like » Bobby
heard a voice that sounded famitiar,
but he couldn't quite pin it down,
2 pin sb down, pin down sb: to make
someone give you exact details or
make a definite decision about
something » I never know where
Bemard is these days - it's impossible
to pin him down. + to » They've been
promising to meet us for ages, but !
can't pin them down to a date.
3 pin sb down, pin down sb: to hold
someone down so that they cannal
move » He had the child pinned down
o the grass.
PIN ON, QiSO PIN UPON —
1 pln sth on/ upon sb: to say that

PIN » PINE

something is a particular person’s
fault » Don't try to pin the blame on
e, » The president was trying to pin
the economic problems on the
previous administration,
2 pin sth on/ upon sh: to say that
someane is guilty of a crime » */ dodi't
know anything about a burglary, ™ the
boy said. "You can’t pin it on fe.”
3 pin your hapes on sb/ sth: to hope
very much that something will happen
successfully or someone will help you,
because your plans depend on it
» Harry needed someorte to do him a
favour, and was pinning his hopes on
Guy.
PINUP
pin sth up,
pin up sth: to
fasten
a picture,
note,
photograph
etc to a wall
» A photograph of her son was pinred
up by her desk,
pin-up x a photograph of an
atlractive famous person that
people stick on their walls, or a
person who appears in one of these
photographs » America’s favourite
pin-up girl
PIN UPON 5€€ PIN ON

PINE

PINE AWAY —

pine away: to become more and more
unhappy, usually because you cannot
be with someone that you love » The
dog simply pined away and died after
his tmistress abandoned him.

PINE FOR —

1 pine for sb: to feel unhappy because
you miss someone very much & /t’s
been ten years since Raiph left, but
she still pirres for him.




PIPE » PLAGUE

2 pine for sth: to wish that you could
have a particular thing, especially
something that you used to have » A
lot of doctors pine for the old days,
when they had more authority.

PIPE

PIPE DOWN —

plpe down: used to tell someone to
talk more quietly, or to stop
complaining &= “Everybody pipe
down,"” said Uncle Alfred. “There's no
need to get so excited.”

PIPEUP

pipe up: Lo suddenly say something,
especially when people are not
expecting it » "Definitely not,” piped
up Mum, who 1'd thought was asleep
untit then.

PIT

PIT AGAINST —=

pit sb/ sth against sb/ sth: to make
someone or something fight or
compete against another person or
thing » The gitls plan io pit their
talents against the boys in the end-of-
term compelition,

PITCH

PITCH FOR —

pitch for sth: to try to get something
that others are competing for too

» Already a giant telecormmunications
empire, the corporation is now pitching
for Intermet access businesses.

PITCH IN —

1 pitch in: to help other people to do
work that needs to be done

» Everyone pitched in, working day
and night te get the new clut ready on
time. + with » After the floods,
volunteers pitched in with trucks to
heip the three thousand residents.

2 pitch in: to help someone that you
know by giving them maney

» Eventually, when Mary needed o
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car, all her family and friends pitched
n.

3 pitch in: to give your opinion during
a discussion between a lot of people.
+ with» When Simoa had given his
presentation, the choirman asked
everyone to pitch in with their views,
PITCH INTO -+

1 pitch into sth: to start doing seme
work that needs to be done, in a
willing and cheerful way » Mare thon
20,000 young people throughout
Britain pitched into on annual
countryside clean-up yesterday.

2 pitch into sb: to suddenly attack or
strongly criticize someone b The
man at the bar suddertly pitched

into a group of teenagers standing
nearby.

PITCH UP —

pitch up: to arrive somewhere » Bif!
hasn't pitched up yet, hos he?

PIVOT

PIVOT ON —

pivot on sth: to depend or be based
on something in order ta be possible
or successful b “Cancentrate,” said
Fielding, “the entire plan pivots on
this decision.”

PLAGUE

PLAGUE WITH —

1 be plagued with: if you are plagued
with a lat of unpleasant or annoying
things, these things keep happening
to or affecling you » Frederick was
plegued with one iliness after another
throughout his childhood.

2 plague sb with sth: to annoy
someone by continuously asking
questions ar making difficult demands
» She was immediately surrounded by
a crowd of reporters, plaguing her
with questions.
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PLAN

PLAN AHEAD —

plan ahead: to make decisions and
plans about what you will do in the
future » Students who don't plan
ahead may have difficulty in
completing all their work in time.
PLAN FOR —

plan for sth: ta make plans that
Include thinking about a particular
sltuation or event b I hadn't planred
for the expense of studying in London.
® Mis problems were now behind him,
and it was time ta stort planning for
the future,

PLAN ON

1 plan on doing sth: to intend to do
something » David had always saved
money because ke planned on retiring
eorly.

a2 not plan on (doing) sth: to not
#xpect something to happen » Kate
looked at her watch and groaned

she hadn't planned on this sort of
delay. » I'm not plonning on staying
out very late,

3 plan on sh doing sth: to intend or
expect that someone will do
something » Molly’s father had never
planned on her going to college.
PLAN OUT —»

jplan out sth, plan sth out: to decide in
detall what you are going to do, and
how and when you will do it » I'm not
one of those people who can just
begin writing — | have to plan it all out
before | start.

PLANT

PLANT OUT —

plant sth out, plant out sth: to plant
young plants outside in the ground
®» Tomatoes that have been grown
Indoars can be planted ouf i May or
early june,

PLAN » PLAY

. PLANT UP —

plant up sth, plant sth up: lo plant

. flowers, plants, vegetables etcin a

: container » Many gardeners plant up
: colourful tubs, window boxes, and

: baskets for the summer.

PLAY

PLAY ABOUT S€€ PLAY ARQUND
PLAY ABOUT WITH 5ee PLAY
AROUND WITH

PLAY ALONG —

play along: to pretend to agree with
someone or to do what they want, in
order to get some advantage & Hugh
realized that the only way to get more
information was fo play along. + with
» | was surprised when she introduced
me as her uncle, but { played along
with il.

PLAY AROUND, GI50 PLAY ABOUT
play around/ about: to behave in a silly
way or do something in a way that is
not serious w0 this business you can't
play around - you have to be in contro!
all the time. » We didn't mean to hurt
him. We were just playing around.
PLAY AROUND WITH, aiso PLAY
ABOUT WITH —

1 play around f abaut with sth: to think
about or try different ideas or different
ways of doing something » / fike to
play around with different recipes end
ingredients.

2 play around/ about with sth: to
change something when it is nat safe
or sensible to do this » / don’t think
you should play obout with a young
girl’s future like that,

PLAY AT —

1 what'’s sh playing at?: used to ask
what someane is doing or why they
are doing it, because you are very
annoyed by it » What the heli do you
think you're playing of, going out at

¢ this time of might?



PLAY

2z play at sh/sth: to pretend to be a
particular type of person or to do a
particular thing, usually as a game

w Little girts often play at doctors and
nurses, play at doing sth » fwo little
ofd ladies who were playing af being
detectives

3 play at sth: to do a joh or activity for
only part of the time, and without
being very serious about it » If you're
seriaus about politics, you can't just
play at it - it's your whole life.

PLAY BACK —

1 play back sth, play sth back: Lo
listen lo or watch something that has
recently been recorded » When he got
home ke played back the messages on
His answering machine.

2 play back, play back sth, play sth
back: if a machine plays back sound or
pictures, it praduces them when you
operate it » Most video machines can
record and play back at three different
speets.

PLAY DOWN —

1 play down sth, play sth down: to try
to make people believe that
something s less important or serious
than it really is » The govermment has
been trying to play down the scandal.
» State deportment officiols sought to
play down the significance of the visit.
2 play down sth, play sth down: to try
to make people believe that
something is not likely to happen

» Senior management has repeatediy
played down the possibility of further
redundancies.

3 play down sth, play sth down: to try
te make an emotion that you are
feeling less noticeable to other people
» “f expect he'll be late,”™ Cathy said,
playing down her excitement.

PLAY OFF —

1 play off: to play the last game in a
sporls compelition, in order to decide
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who is the winner b Af the end of the
season, the top two teams witl play off
at Twickenham.
play-off 1 a game between people or
teams in order lo decide Lhe winner
of an important compeltition & Leecls
Jans will be able to watch their
tearmn’s European Cup play-off
against Stuttgart on Friday.
2 play off sth: lo deliberately use a
fact, idea, or emotion in order to get
what you want » This TV show plays
off ircational fears that many people in
aur soclely have.
3 play off each ather: if two or more
people or things play off each other,
each makes the other's good qualities
mare noticeable » During the
interview the two brothers played off
each other very effectively.
PLAY OFF AGAINST —»
play sb/sth off against sb/ sth, play
off sh/sth against sb/ sth: to
€Ncourage one persan or group ta
compete or argue with another, in
arder to gain an advantage » The
seller's fntention is to play one buyer
off against anather, » Children will
often play off each parent against the
other.
PLAY ON —
1 play on: 1o continue playing in a
game or sport after an interruption
w Simpkins played on, despite an
early injury. » The referee signofled to
play on.
2 play en: to continue playing music in
spite of an interruption » The
conductor suddenly walked out, but
the orchestra played on.
PLAY ON, af50 PLAY UPON —
1 play en/upon sth: o deliberately
use a fact, idea, or emotion in order to
do or get what you want » Advertising
achieves its aim by playing on our
weoknesses and emotions,
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2 play on sth: to use your position,
Influence, or strong qualities in order
1o do ar get what you want i Some
people said that she had ployed on
her connections in arder ta ger the
Job.

3 play on sb's mind: if something
plays on your mind, you cannot stop
thinking about it, and it warries or
upsets you kit wasi't your fauli - you
mustn't let it piay on your mind.

&4 play on sth: if light plays on a
surface or an object, it falls on it and
moves backwards and forwards across
It » Daniel watched the sunfight
Playing on the roofs of the fishing
village.

PLAY OUT —

1a, be played out: if an event s played
out, especially an exciting or
Important one, it takes place » The
[Inai scenes of their marriage were
played out ir @ vitlla in St Tropez.

I, play (itself) out: if an event plays
oul or plays itself out, it happens and
finally ends with a particular result » /
don't know if he'll win ogain. We'il just
have to see hiow the etection plays
out.

2 play out sth, play sth out: if peaple
play out their feelings, dreams elc,
they express them by pretending that
i particular situation is really
happening » In a nave! the writer is
abie to piay out his own strange
fantasies.

PLAY THROUGH —

play sth through, play through sth: to
play a piece of music from the
beginning to the end » Could we play
that through again from the beginning
please?

PLAY UP —

1 play up sth, play sth up: to
emphasize something in order to
attract people’s attention ta it or to

PLAY

make it seem important = When
applying for a job, it's a good idea (0
play up your strong polats in the
opening paragraph.

2 play up, play sb up: if a part of your
body plays up or plays vou up, it
causes you pain or trouble & Zertie
had given up alcobol because his
heart was playing up.

3 play up: if a machine, an electrical
system etc plays up, it is nat working
as well as it should » Sorry ! didn't get
back to you sooner — my email’s been
playing up.

4 play up, play sb up, play up sb: to
behave badly - used especially about
children who are deliberately bahaving
badly towards an adult » Some of the
boys in our class really played vp -
especially when a teacher was new.
PLAY UP TO —

1 play up to sb: to try ro make
someone like you by behaving in 2

way you think will please them
I » Angie ahways played up to men -
. she enjoyed seeing how they reacted

to her,

2 play up to an image/ a stereotype:
1o behave in a way that people expect
you to behave b He plays up to his
tough guy image in his latest movie.
PLAY LPON 5€¢ PLAY ON

PLAY WITH —

1 play with sth: to keep touching
something, or moving it from one
position to another » Charlene was
walking up and down and playing with
her hair. » All the time we were
talking, hie was playing with the
maoney in his pocket.

2 play with sth: to try using different
types of something, or try different
ways of doing semething » Cooking
Asian dishes fs a marvetlous way of
playing with different flavours



PLOD » PLOUGH

3 play with sth: to consider an idea or
a possibility, but not very seriously.
play with the idea of doing sth

» When | left university. | played with
the idea of teaching for a while.

4 play with sh/ sth: to treat sormeone
in a way that Is not sincere or fair e f
hope you're not playing with jane's
feelings - she’s such a nice person.

5 play with sth: if you play with words.
or ideas, you use them in a clever and
unusual way » He has a way of
playing with words that makes his
readers laugh out foud.

6 have time/ money etc to play with:
to have time, money etc that is still
available to be used » Don't panic —
we've got plenty of time to play with!
» We'd spent all our money on the
house, so there wasn’t much left to
play with.

7 be playing with fire: to be doing or
dealing with something that is very
difficult or dangerous » in dealing
directly with terrarist orgarizations, the
‘government is really playing with fire.

PLOD

PLOD ALONG, ai50 PLOD ON +

1 plod along/ on: to continue walking
or working in a slow but determined
way r We plodded along with the rain
spitting in our faces. + with» The
police are still plodding on with their
investigation, despite the lock of any
new evidence.

2 plod along/ on: to make progress
very slowly » His speech plodded on
for what seemed like hours.

PLONK

PLONK DOWN —

1 plonk sth/ sb down, plonk down
sth/ sh: to pul something or someone
down without being careful with them
» Marge plonked her shopping bags
down on the table.
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2 plonk down, plonk yourself down:
to sit down quickly and heavily,
especially when you need to relax » !
plonked down on the sofa and began
thinking ebout what hod happened.
plank yourself down » Just then a
group of soldiers came in and plonken
themsetves down.

PLOT

PLOT OUT —

plat out sth, plot sth out: 1o plan or
show the details of something or how
itis expected to happen = o graph tha!
plots out predicted economic growth

PLOUGH

PLOUGH AHEAD

plough ahead: to continue doing
something, or making progress when
itis difficult »  couid hardly hear her
voice 01 the end of the line, but
decided to piough ahead anyway:

+ with » The government will plough
ahead with national tests this yeor,
despite protests fram teachers.
PLOUGH BACK —

plough sth back, plough back sth: to
spend the money Lhat you have
earned fram a business an improving
the business. + into » Profits were
ploughed back into investment in staff
and technalogy.

PLOUGH IN, a/50 POUGH INTO —

1 plough sth into sth, plough in sth: 1o
spend or provide large amaunts of
money in order to help something
develop or be successful » The big
drug companies have already
plaughed bitlions of dollars into AIDS
research.

2 plough in sth, plough sth in, plough
sthinto sth: to dig crops or another
substance into the land in order to
Imprave it » Waste from animals is o
valuable fertilizer - all you have to do
is plaugh it into the soil.
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PLOUGH INTO —+
rlnu‘h Into sth: if a vehicle ploughs
nto something, it crashes into it with
# lot of force because its driver cannot
control It » A runagway lorry ploughed
Into a wall but the driver escaped
unharmed.
PLOUGH ON —
pough on: to continue doing
something or going somewhere even
though it Is difficult or boring. + with
b it was late, but { knew i'd have to
plough on with the work until it was
done. plough on regardless
(=continue doing something, even
though there are difficulties)
¥ Stephen didn't seem ta be listening
to anything ! said, end just ploughed
on regardiess.
PLOUGH THROUGH —
1 plough through sth: Lo read, write,
of deal with all of something, when
there is a lot to do and it takes a long
time » Alf we used to do in English
was to plough through dozens of
grammar exercises. » It took me over
four hours to plough through the
report.
2 plough through sth. to slowly eat all
of something, especially when there is
o lot of It and you are not enjoying it
® Jamie was sitting in the canteen,
ploughing through a huge salad.
3 plough through sth: to move
through something that is blocking
your way » They spent most of the
walk ploughing through watst-high
nettles.
4 plough through sth: if a vehicle
ploughs through something, it hits it
and continues moving through it
because the driver is not in control
w The car ploughed through the traffic
barrier and ended up on the wrong
side of the road.

PLUG

PLOUGH Up

1 plough up sth, plough sth up: to
break up the surface of land using a
machine called a plough, in order to
prepare it for planting crops & At the
end of the year the fields ore ploughed
up and fertilized, ready for the spring.
2 plough up sth, plough sth up: to
spail the surface of an area of ground
by driving or riding over it, so that it
becomes very muddy and uneven

w The mauntain paths are constontly
being ploughed up by tourisis in off-
road vehicles.

PLUG

PLUG AWAY —+

plug away: to keep working hard in
arder to try ta do samathing » They
kept plugaing away until they found o
solution to the problem, + at & I'm
sure if you keep plugging away at it,
your English will improve.

PLUG IN

plug sth in,
plug fn sth: to
connect a
piece of
electrical
equipment to
the main
supply of electricity or to another
piece of electrical equipment » Marion
fitled the kettle and plugged it in. » |
checked the phore cord and made
sure it was plugged in correctly.

PLUG INTD —

1 plug sth into sth: to connect a piece
of electrical equipment to another
piece of electrical equipment or to a
supply of electricity » Plug the
microphone into your videocassette
recorder.

2 plug Inte sth: if a piece of electrical
equipment plugs into another piece of
electrical equipment or into a supply




PLUMB » PLUNGE

of electricity, it can be connected ta it
v The printer plugs into o socket at
the back of your computer.

3 plug inte sth: to connect your
computer to an information system

» Encourage your kids (o plug into
educational websites. be plugged into
sth {=have a computer that is
connected 1o an information system)
» Atmost all the students are plugged
inta the internet,

PLUG UP —

plug up sth, plug sth up: to fill or
block a small hale by putting
something in it = Wit his ears
plugged up, Albert could sleep
undisturbed. » He used mud and
strow to plug up the hotes in the

roof.

PLUMB

PLUMB [N —

plumb in sth, plumb sth in: to
connect a bath, toilet, washing
machine elc to the water supply » We
have got a dishwasher, but it isa't
plumbed in yet.

PLUMP

PLUMP DOWN —*

1 plump (yourself} down: to sit down
suddenly and heavily & Jack staggered
in and plumped down exhausted onte
a chair.

2 plump down sth, plump sth down:
to put something down suddenly

and carelessly = Plumping dow fher
bag on the table between us, ¢

Mrs Horrocks leaned forward and
stared at me.

PLUMP FOR —

plump for sthy sb: to choose a
particular thing or person, especially
after not being able to decide » i the
end we plumped for an evening out at
the bowling alley.
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PLUMP UP »
1 plump up
sth, plump
sthup: Lo
make a
cushion,
pillow etc
rounder and
softer by
shaking and
pressing it

¥ Lydia heaved herself up in bed
while the nurse plumped up her
pillows.

2 plump up: to swell or become fatter
= Raisins plump up during cooking
whereas stitanas fall apart.

PLUNGE

PLUNGE IN —

plunge in: to start talking or doing
something quickly and confidently,
without thinking about it first » You
should have let her explain her
problems before plinging in with a lot
of advice.

PLUNGE INTO —

1 plunge sth inta sth: to push
something firmly and deeply into
something efse » Pliige rhe
asparagus into boiling water. » fifl
plunged her hands deep fnto her
pockets,

2 plunge sih/sh inte sth, plunge inta
sth: to suddenly cause someone to be
in & bad situation or state, or to
suddenly get into a bad situation or
state » The latest mossacre has
plunged the country into a new cycle
of violence.

3 plunge sth/ sb Into darkness: to
suddenly make a place dark so that
the people in it have no light

¥ There was a loud bang and the
whole building was plunged inte
darkriess.
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PLY

PLY WITH —

1 ply sb with sth: to keep giving
someone large guantities of food or
drink » He would ply his victims with
drink and then rob them.

a ply sb with questions: to ask
someone a lot of questions » The
theee girls were plying Rupert with
questions about himself, fus life, and
Ms work.

POINT

POINT QUT —

1 point out sthy sb, point sth/ sb out:
1o show something o1 someone to
another person, for example by saying
where they are » We drove along
Market Street and she painted out the
house where she was born. +ta b £l
point him out ta you if f see him.

2 point eut sth, peint sth out: to tell
someone something that they need to
realize » As f've already pointed out, it
takes a long time to learn o fareign
languege. + that » it is worth pointing
out that one in ten children sl teave
school unable to read or write.

POINT TO —*

polnt to sth: to mention a fact that you
think Is important because you think it
proves something & The Prime
Minister pointed to economic growth
as evidence that the government's
policies were working.

POINT TO, afso POINT TOWARDS —
point ta/ towards sth: to show that
something is likely to be true or is
\ikely to happen » All the evidence
pointed to drugs gangs being
involved in the murders.

POINT UP —

polnt up sth, point sth up: to make a
particular fact, problem ete tlearer
and more noticeable, so that

people pay attention to it The

PLY » POLISH

latest rail tragedy points up the need
for more investment i our railway
system.

POKE

POKE ABOUT 5S¢ POKE AROUND
POKE ALONG —

poke along: to move very slowly & The
car in front of me poked along at 2o
miles an hour,

POKE AROUND, aiso PO
ABOUT

1 poke around/ about, pake around/
about sth: to lock around a place in
order to see exactly what is there or to
find something you want » | was
paking around in the attic looking for
an old photo album. » Andrew used to
poke around the lnternet to see what
was new online.

* z poke around, about: o Lry to find

out things about someane else in a
way that annoys them & [ don’t fike it
when journalists start poking aretnd,
diqging up my past.

POKE INTO —

poke into sth: to try to find out things
ahout someone else, in a way that
annoys them » Wouldn't you resent it
if you found a stranger was poking
into your personal affairs?

POLISH

POLISH OFF

polish off sth, polish sth off: to finish
food, diink, or work, quickly and easily
& When | got home, Mrs Marsh had
polished off half the biscuits in the
tirn.

POLISH UP —»

1 polish up sth, polish sthup: to
improve your knowledge of
something, or something that you do,
by working at it » ! started going to
evening classes to polish up my
French,



POP » POTTER

2 polish up
sth, polish
sth up: torub
an object with
a piece of
cloth in order
to make it
shine® Puta
clean shirt on
and polish up those shoes.

3 polish up your image: to make an
effort to improve the way you seem to
other people » The government was
trying to poiish up its image after a

year of bad publicity.
POP
POPIN

pop in: to go into a friend's house, an
office, a shop elc for a short time

» She soimetimes used to pop in for @
cup of tea and a chat on her way
honie.

POP OFF —

pop off: to die — use this when you do
not want to say 'die’ because it sounds
too serious » Mm only sixty, you know
- 'm not going to pop off yet!

POP ON —

pop sth on, pop on sth: to quickly put
on a piece of clothing » fust pap this
jacket on and we'll see if it fits.

POP QUT -+

pop out: to go out of a room or
building quickly, suddenly, or for a
short time » “Where’s Colin?" “He'’s
just popped out for ¢ mament.”

POP ROUND —

pop round: to go to someone’s house
for a short time » Ben said he might
pop round one evening next week.
POP UP —

pop up: to appear suddenly in an
unexpected way or in unexpected
places » New italian restatirants are
popping up all over the city. » a face
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that keeps popping up on our
television screens

PORE

PORE OVER

pore over sth: to read or study
something very carefully for a long

i time » We pore over the local
i newspaper every week, hoping to find
: an offordoble apartment,

PORTION

PORTION OUT —

portion out sth, portion sth out: to
divide something into separate parts
and give the parts to different peaple.
+ ameng » After he died, the lend was
portioned out among his
grandchildren.

POSSESS

BE POSSESSED OF

be possessed of sth: to have a
particular quality or ability » They
knew of only one man who was
possessed of such knowiledge.

POST

POST OFF

post off sth, post sth off: to send
something such as a letter or package
to someone » { finally wrote the letter
and posted it off.

POST UP —

post sth up, post up sth: to put a sign
or announcement on a wall so that a
lat of peaple can read it » Exam
results will be posted up on iy office
doar by 5:00 Friday:

POTTER

POTTER ABOUT, also POTTER
AROUND

potter about/ around, potter about/
around sth: to do small jobs in the
house, garden etc in a relaxed way

w We spent the morning pottering

about in the garden.
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POUNCE

POUNCE ON, also POUNCE UPON  +
1 pounce on/ upon sth: to criticize
someone’s mistakes or ideas very
quickly and eagerly » Teachers are
quick to pounce on students’
qrammatical errors. » Any mistakes
were immediately pounced on by the
press,

a pounce on/ upon sth: to eagerly take
an opportunity as seon as it becomes
avallable » When they offered Mchab
the chance to become manager, he
pounced an it.

POUND

POUND OUT —

1 pound out: a. if music is pounding
out, It is playing very loudly » Heavy
metal music was pounding out in my
son’s bedroom.

b. if you pound out music, you play it
very loudly on instruments i  turned
on the TV to see g boy band pounding
out one of their numbers.

2 pound out sth, paund sth out: to
write something very quickly,
especially on a computer or typewriter
» He was pounding out the final
chapter of his latest thritler on his old
typewriter.

3 pound out hits/wins: to succeed

in achieving a winning score in a
game of spart, by compeling very
hard » In the second game, the
Waves pounded out 14 hits against
the Broncos.

POUR

POUR AWAY —

pour away sth, pour sth away: (o get
rid of a liguid by pouring it out of its
container » The wine was so bad f just
poured it away. » Farmers have no
choice but to pour away the
contaminated mitk.

¢ down on

POUNCE » POUR

POUR
DOWN
pour down: if * ,
the rain pours , JUJ
down, it rains *
very hard i
» Rain poured f P

Northernt
California last
Friday,
decreasing the threat of forest
fires. it’s pouring down » {t’s
been pouring down all morning. it's
pouring down rain » When [ looked
out my window, it was pouring
down rain,
downpour & when a lot of rain falls
quickly in a short period of time » A
heavy downpour delayed the
firework display.
POUR IN, alSO POUR INTQ —
a. pour in, pour into sth: if letters,
phone calls, complaints etc pour in, a
ot are received in a short period of
time v Letters of complaint poured in
after the programiie was shown,
b. pour in, pour into sth: if people
pour in or pour inta 2 place, a lot of
them arrive at the same time b fans
poured into the streets of Miami to

i celebrate the occasion.

POUR INTG —

pour sth into sth: to provide a lot of
money for something over a period of
time in order to make it successful

» They've poured thousands of
pounds inta the business over the
years, but they still hoven’t made a
profit.

POUR OFF

pour off sth, pour sth off: to remove
some liquid from a larger quantity af
liquid by pouring it » Pour off the
juices from the turkey and use them to
make gravy.



POWER » PRESS

POUR ON, also POUR UPON —
pour scorn an sh{ sth also pour scom
upon sh sth: to say that something or
someane is stupid and not worth
considering » Her father was quick to
pour scorm an her SHggESﬁDUS,
POUR QUT —
1 pour sth out, pour out sth: if you
pour out your thoughts or feelings you
tell sameane all about them » She
come ta see me that night and poured
out all her troubles. pour out your
heart also peur out your seul (=tell
someone all about your most secret
feelings) » jill spent the whole evening
pouring out her sou! about her affair
with Ben.
outpouring 1 when people show
very strong feelings of sadness » o
oulpouring of grief
2 pour out sth, pour sth out: to fill
someone’s glass, cup etc with a drink
» Mandy was pouring out tea and
passitg arourtd sandwiches.
3 pour out: if a lot of people pour out
from somewhere, they all leave at the
same time. + af » The fire alarm
sounded, ond everyone poured out of
the building.
POUR UPON 5€€ POUR ON

POWER

POWER UP +

power up, power up sth, power sth up:
to start working and become ready to
use, or to make a machine or
computer start working b /t'll just take
a few minutes to power up.

» Techniciuns are attempting to power
up the computers after the network
faiture.

PREDISPOSE

BE PREDISPOSED TO, also BE
PREDISPOSED TOWARDS —

be predisposed te/towards sth: to be
more likely to have a particular illness

272

ar problem » Children of drug users
are often predisposed to addiction

PRESIDE
PRESIDE OVER —

: 1 preside over sth: to be in charge of a

formal meeting or ceremony, or a large
company or organization » Who's
presiding over the Oscar ceremonias
this year?

2 preside over sth: to be the person
whao is in charge when an important
event happens & The last Prime
Minister presided over a massive
increase in unemployment,

PRESS
PRESS AHEAD —

: press ahead: to continue doing
: something in a determined way,

especially when it is difficult » We will
press ahead to complete the bullding
as soon as possibie. + with » A4
spokeswomar soid the government
would press ahead with reforms,
despite growing oppoesition.

PRESS FOR —

1 press for sth, press <h for sth: to
keep trying to persuade the
government or sameone in authority
to do something or give you
something » The engineering uniens
have been pressing fora 35 hour
working week.

2 be pressed for time/ money etc: to
not have enough lime, money elc,
with the result that it is difficult for
you to do something » if you are
pressed for time jn the mornings, try
setting the alorm 30 minutes eailier.
® I'd fove to go out for a meal, but i
a little pressed for cash right now.
PRESS FORWARD —

press forward: to continue doing

: something in a determined way,

especially even though it is difficult.

i+ with» france and Germany decided
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to press forward with plans for
economic and monetary urion.

PRESS ON —

1 press on: to continue doing
something in a determined way, even
though it is difficult. + with» He was
keen to press on with modernizing the
party. » After university, she pressed
on with her ambition to become o
Journalist.

2 press on: to continue with your
Journey, even though it is very difficult
w The soldiers pressed on, hoping to
reach camp before mightfail.

PRESS ON, af50 PRESS UPON —
press sth en/ upon sh: to offer
something to someone in a very
forceful way, so that it is very difficult
for them to refuse it » Wick kept
pressing drinks on me all night.

PRESUME

PRESUME ON, /S0 PRESUME
UPON —+

presume on/ upon sth: to use
someone's kindness, trust, or
friendship etc in a way thal seems
wrong w She did not wont {o presume
on her friendship with Eve by
expecting her to lend her the money.

PRETEND

PRETEND TO —

pretend to sth: to claim that you have
a particular quality, especially when
this Is not true » Archer could not
pretend to anything like the young
actor’s romantic good looks,

PRETTY

PRETTY UP —

pretty sth/sh up, pretty up sth/sh: to
try to make something look more
attractive or acceptable to people » f
tried to pretty the place up e bit with a
few vases of flowers.

: an animal

l
I opreysaon [
i another [t

PRESUME » PRIDE

PREVAIL

PREVAIL ON, al50 PREVAIL UPON +
prevail on/upen sb: to succeed in
persuading someone to do something,
especially when they do not want to
» Weir, who had been prevailed upon
to piay the piano, went red with
embarrassment.

PREY
PREY ON, 050 PREY UPON —+

animal, itkills %
it and uses it g
for food

» Owis fly low
and prey on
insects, mice,
and other small animals,

2 prey on/ upon sb: to attack, hurt, or
get money dishonestly from a
particular group of people who are
easy lo hurt or trick » Gangs of
thieves have been preying on foreign
tourists at the city's cemtral trafi
station. prey on sb's fears (=use
people’s fears to get advantages for
yourself) » He accused enviropmental
groups of praying on people’s fears
about food safety.

3 prey on your mind/ conscience: if
something preys on your mind, you
worry about it a lot and you cannot
stop thinking about it. » The accident
has been preying on my mind alt
week. » Tim’s words were beginning
to prey on her iind.

PRIDE

PRIDE YOURSELF ON, G50 PRIDE
YOURSELF UPON +

pride yourself onfupon sth: to be
proud of something that you do well,



PRINT » PROFP

or af a good quality that you have

w The company prides itself on its
friendiy family atmosphere. pride
yaurself en doing sth» Thomas
afways prided himself on being able to
speak three longuages fuently.

PRINT

PRINT QFF  +

print off sth, print sth off: tu produce

a printed copy of something » They

had aiready printed off thousunds of

copies of the baok before it was

banned.

FRINT QUT -+

print out sth, print stk eut: 10 produce

a printed copy of somelhing,

especiatly from a computer» { usuatly

print gut alf my e-moif messages so

thal { can keep a paper copy of them.
printout v a plece of paper with
printed information on i, produced
by a computer » The trave! agent
gave us g primtout of our fight
deraits,

PRISE

PRISE GUT OF —

prise sth ot of sb: to succeed in
gelting something from someone with
difficulty, especially information that
they do not want to tall you » 47 the
end { managed to prise the girl's name
awt af him,

PROCEED

PROCEED AGAINST -»

proceed against sb: to begin a legal
case against someone in a courl of
law » There hos never been encugh
evidence to proceed against him.,
PROCEED FROM =

proceed from sth: to be hased on a
particularidea or belief, ar to be
aoriginally caused by samething » Thair
problems proceed from a fack of
understending of each other’s needs.
r diseases thot proceed from poverty

PROCEED WITH —

proceed with sth: to start dofng
something that you have alieady
planned or arranged to dow He soid
the governmen! would proceed with
plans ta increase the number of
seats in the Legisiative Assembly.

» q Supreme Court decision not to
araceed with corruption charges

PROFIT

PROFIT FROM, 050 PROFIT BY —
profit from/ by sth: to use a

situation to get advantages for
yourself » Offenders shoufd not be
able to profit from their crime by
selling their story to the press,

w The counity was able to profit
from its central geographical
pesilion

PRONMOUNCE

PRONOUNCE ON, afs0 PRONOUNCE
UPON —

prenounce on/ upon sih: to give an
oplnion orjudgment about something,
especially publicly or officialty

» Polfticians love to prorounce on the
Impartance of the family. » He himself
did not feel best qualified fo
propounce on such maiters,

PROP

PROP P -

1 prop up sth, prop sth up: to keep
something in a particular position by
putting something against i or under
it » Ralph propped s feet up on the
courh. b Sha propped up the {oble
with an eld wooder box.

2 prop yourself up: to suppor
yourself by leaning on something

* She had prapped herself up with
pittaws sa that she could sepd in bed,
3 prog up sth, prop sth up: to help a
Bovernment, business ete thal is
Faiting by giving it inancial or military

a7s

aupport » The brothers took out a
ivan to prop up the falling family
business,

PROVIDE

FROVIDE AGAINST —

pravide against sth: te make plans in
order to prevent or deal with a bad
situation that might happen » Heaith
Inswance provides against fass of
incame due to sickness.

PROVIDE FOR —

1 provide for sb: to give someone the
things they need, such as money,
fand, clothes etc » My mother had to
provide for her chitdren on a very
stnall satary.

2 provide for sth: to make plans in
arder to deal wilh something that
might happen in the lulure » We
provided for @ 2% increase in
tiflation when we calculated the
originaf cost,

3 provide for sth: if a law ot rule
provides for semething, it makes that
Ihing possible - o faw that provides
Jur the protection of court witnesses

PRUNE

PRUNE BACK -

1 prune back sth, prune sth back: ta
cut some of the branches of a tree or
bush to make it grow better » To
encourage groveth, prune back pour
rose bushes by about a third,

2 prune back sth, prune sth back: to
reduce something or to get rid of 1he
unnecessary parls of something

» Alrlines onnounced they infended to
prune bock weekday fiights from
London fo Glasgaw:

PRY

PRY QUT -+

pry sth out: to make someone give
you informarian that they do not want
to tell you. + of » At first he wouldn't

PROVIDE » PUFF

rel me where he'd been, but fn the
end ! fimally managed to pry it our of
hirm.

PSYCH

PSYCH OUT —

psyth sh out, psych out sh: to hehave
in a way that is intended to make
someone, especially an opponent, feel
nervous » Ketly's just trying to psych
me ot By not rswering.

BSYCH UP —

1 psyth sb up: ra make someone
become excited and confident ahuut
something. psych yourself up » What
do tap athletes do to psych
themselves up before @ race? + for

* He tried o psych me up for the
interview, asking proctice questions
and checking my appearance.

2 be psyched up: to be very exciled
and mentally prepared for an evenl or
activity » The children were really
psyched ug for the holidays,

PUFF

PUFF AWAY —

puff away: to smake a cigarette, pipe
etc » Nate just puffed away calmly on
his pipe.

PUFF OUT —

puff out sth, puff sth eut: 1o make
samething became bigger by filling it
with air » He puffed out hs thest
proudiy as the gudience applouded,

» A gentle breeee puffed out the
curtains.

PUFF UP -

1 puff up, puff up sth, puffsth up: to
become bigger by filling with air, ot to
make something do this » Birds puff
up their feathers to stay warm. w The
Dbiscuits will puff up while in the oven,
ond then flatten out 0gain as they
<apl.



PULL

2 puff up:

if your eye, face,

ankle etc pufis Vi,
up, it swells .
because it is

injured or

infected

» fudging by & e
how your ankle

has puffed up, { think it might be
broken. » Sylvia’s finger really
puffed up where the bee stung
her.

PULL

PULL AHEAD —+

1 pull ahead: to succeed in getting
in frant of or doing better than
SOmeone you are competing against
® Then, with just four minutes

left to piay, Stanford began puliing
aheod.

2 pull ahead: to become more
successful than other people, places,
organizalions etc » The industrial
north perfarmed badly, white the
south-east wos clearly pulling ahead.
+ of » They managed to pull chead
of their rivals in the soft drinks
business,

3 pull ahead: to go past a vehicle that

is travelling beside or in front of yours.

+ of » Chvissie stepped on the
accelerator and pulled ahead of the
lorry again.

PULL APART =

1 pull sth/sb apart, pull apart sthf sb:
to make people argue or fight with
each other, so that a relationship
ends, or a family group, country etc
becomes divided » We mustn’t let
this criticism pull the team apart.

w The community was pulled

apart by violence, drug abuse, and
poverty.

i 2 pullsth
: apart: (o
© destioy
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something
completely
by breaking it
or tearing it
into pieces

» The crowd
went wild

: end proceeded to puli the place apart.

3 pull apart sth, pull sth apart: to
criticize every part of an idea, piece of
wark, organization ete very severely
» Every single one of our proposals
was pulled apart

4 pull sb/sth apart, pull apart sb/ sth:
to separate people or animals when
they are fighting » The referee
intervened to pull the pair apart.

5 pull sb apart: to make someone feel
very upset and confused » The
conflicting demaonds of career and
family were pulling her aport.

PULL AT —

1 pull at sth: to pull something
towards you, especially something
that is heavy or difficult 1o move

» Gordon pulled at the gate, and it
Swung opemn.

2 pull at sb's sleeve/ arm etc: to pull
sameone’s clothes or arm several
tmes to try and attract their attention
» She pulled at her mother’s sleeve
saying, “Come on, hurry up.”

3 pull at sb/ sth: if something pulls at
you or your emaotions, it affects your
feelings strongly » Two opposite
feelings pulled at her - one of delight
and the other of guilt.

PULL Away >

1 pull away: if a vehicle pulls away, it
starts moving away from the place
where it has stopped » Matt jumped
onte the bus just as it was pulling
away. + from » | wotched as a black
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saloon car pulled away from the kerb
hehind us.
2 pull away: to suddenly move your
body away from someone wha is.
holding or touching you, + fram
» “You're hurting me.” Lily said,
pulling away from him.
3 pull away: to succeed in getting
maore points than another person or
team in a game b The US team begon
to pull away a little in the second half.
4 pull away: to avoid becoming
involved in something, + from » This
gave the government one last chance
to pull away from disaster.
PULL BACK —
1 pull back sth, pull sth back: to
succeed in scoring a goal or winning
points when you are losing in a game
» Liverpool managed to pull one goal
back in the final minutes of the match,
2 pull back: to decide not to do or
become involved in something » Share
prices fell, as foreign investors pulted
back after several days of gains.
pullback 1 when a person, company
ete decides not to continue doing
something » There have been fears
of a major puliback in bank lending.
3 pull sth back, pull back sth: to help
a company, organization etc to get out
of a difficult situation. + from » /¢
won't be easy for the new leader to
pull the party back from its present
position.
4 pull back: to suddenly move your
body away from someone who is
haolding or touching you, + from - She
gave g ery, end pulled back from him.
PULL DOWN
1 pull sth down, pull down sth: to
deliberately destroy a building or
other structure, for example because it
Is not safe » That's where the mill
used to be — they pulied it down to
make space for new development.

PULL

2 pull down sth: o earn a particular
amount of money in your job » TV
weather readers are pulling down $1
miltion anaually.

3 pull down sth, pull sth down: to
make something fall to a lower level or

¢ standard than it was before » Estate
© agents say that the recession is realfy

pulling down house prices.

PULLIN —

1 pull in: to drive to the side of the
road or to a place where you can stop
your car » i'm going to pull in at the
next garage - | want ta check the
tyres. » Would you mind puliing in
over there?

2 pullin: if a train, bus tc pulls in, it
arrives at the railway or bus station

» We ron onto the platform just as the
train was pulling .

3 pull in sb, pull sb in: to attract
people in large numbers » The bank
advertised heavily to pull in
thousands of new investars. pull in
the crowds etc » Opera and ballet are
Jjust not pulling in the crowds like they
used to do.

PULLINTD

1 pull into sth: if a train, bus, ship elc
pulls into a place, it arrives there » By
the time the train pulled into King's
Cross Station the next day, we were all
exhausted.

2 pull into sth: to drive your carto a
place where it can stop b At
lunchtime we pulled into a roadside
picnic area.

3 pull sh/sth into sth: to involve a
person, country etc in a particular
situation or activity, especially s bad

i one it was only a matter of time
: before America was pulled into the
: conflict.

PULL OFF —
1 pull sth off, pull off sth: to succeed
in doing or achieving something



PULL

difficult » She is confident that she
will be able to pull off o deal.

2 pull off sth, pull off: if a vehicle pulls
off a road, it leaves the road » | pulfed
off the road, put my seat back and fell
asleep,

3 putl off: if a vehicle pulls off, it starts
moving away from the place where it
has stopped & it wasn't very long
before the train pulled off and we were
G OUr Way:

PULL ON —

pull on sth: to put clothes on

w Shefley fastily putled on a pair of
Jeans ond a thin cotton sweatshirt,
PULL OUT —+

1 pull eut: to drive your car away from
the side of a road » Mike got into the
car ond pulled out onto the highway.
2 pull out: to drive your car towards
the middle of the road, in order to
pass someone in front = Always fook
in your side micror before pulling owl.
» A lorry suddenly pulled out fn fromt
of kim.

3 pull out: if a train pulls out, it starts
to leave the station. + of = The train
began to pull out of the station.

4 pull out, pull sh/sth out, pull out
sb/sth: a. to stop doing or being
involved in something » The British
runner had to pull owt with a knee
injury. + of » The company fs pulling
out of the US fiotel market after eight
years.

b. to remove someone or something
from a situation that they have been
invalved in > As the crisis deepened,
both the US and Britain decfded to
pull out their embassy staff.

5 pull out: a. if a country’s army pulls
out of a place where it has been
fighting, it leaves it » The rebel leader
said that if the troops did not pull out,
the fiosteges would be shot.
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b. pult out sth/sb, pull sth{sb out: to
make an army leave a place that it has
been fighting in or controlling » By the
end of May the Russian government
had decided to pulf out its troops.
pull-out v when an army leaves a
place where it has been fighting
& Foilowing the pull-out of western
farces from the region, a peace plan
was put forwerd.
6 pull out, pull sth out: to manage to
get oul of a difficult economic
situation. + of » The econamy has
been struggling to pull out of the
recession.
7 pull out 5th: to separate particular
facts orideas from others that you do
not need » {'d like you to read thiough
the report and pull out any points that
you want us to look at
PULL OVER —
1 pull aver: to drive to the side of a
road and slow down or stop » f pulled
over to let the ambulance poss.
2 pull sby sth over, pull over sh/sth:
the police pull a vehicle over, they
make the driver move o the side of
the road and stop » He was pulled
over for speeding.
PULL ROUND —
1 pull round: to gradually get better
after an illness, or to become
conscious after you have been
unconscious » It was several weeks
before George began to pull round
after his operation.
2 pull round sth, pull sth round: to
gradually make a business,
organization etc begin o be more
successful after it has been failing & it
taok the new boss three years to pull
the firm round and make it profitable,
PULL THROUGH —
1 pull through, pull sb through: to
succeed in slaying alive and gradually
get better after you have heen
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seriously ill or injured » Bath the boys
have serigus injuries, but we're
confident that they'll pull through.

2 pull through, pull through sth, pull
sb threugh, pull sb through sth: to
succeed in dealing with a difficult time
or situation in your life, of to halp
sSoMEDnE oo 1his = Dne way or
another the President will probably
pull through. » | was in o pretty bad
way, but my husband helped pull me
through.

PULL TOGETHER *

1 pull yourself together: to cantrol
your feelings and behave calmly after
you have been very upset or angry

» Nina made an effort to pull herself
together, and wiped away her tears,

2 pull together: to work together with
other peapie in order to achieve an
alm that you share » ! wait everyone
in the department to pull together as a
team.

3 pull sth together, pull together sth:
to bring together various ideas, facts
etc 50 that you can study them and
compare them & The report puiled
together the results of varfous surveys
carrfed out since 1986,

4 pull sth together, pull together sth:
to improve something by making all
the people or groups that are involved
in it work together more effectively

> We aim to pull together all the oid
agencies that dre working Ji the area.
PULL UP —+

1 pull up: if a vehicle pulls up
somewhere, it stops ® A fine of
limousines drove slowly past and
pulled up to the gotes. » We pulled up
outside the theatre,

2 pull up a chair: to get a chair and
move it 5o that you can sit near
someone or something = Pull up
chair — we can go through this report
together.

PUMP

3 pull sth up, pull up sth: to remave
plants and their roots from the ground
» | spenl the afternoon in the garden
pulling up weeds.

&4 pull sb up: to tell someone that they
have done something wrong, or that
they must try to improve in some way
w Duite o 16t of the better restouronis
will pull you tp if pou're not wearing o
tie. + on » Al of his teachers have
tried pulling him up on his bebaviour,
but he doesn't listen,

5 pull your sacks up: to improve in
your work, behaviour ete, because it is
not gaod enough » He'll have to pull
his s0cks up If he wonts to pass his
exams,

& pull sh up short also pull sb up

i sharp: to make someone suddenly

realize they have made a mistake or

. are wiong aboul something » The

question pulied Rosy up short,
freezing the smile on her lips,

PUMP

PUMP 1N —

pump sth In, pump In sth: to provide a
lot of maney in order to make a
particular plan, place, or organization
suteessiul & Eventuaiy the
government will see the need to pump
in more money to get good teachers.
PUMP INTQ

pump sthinte sth: to put a lot of
meney into a particular plan, place, or
organization to make it successful

» Pumping money into the Health
Service is not the only way to make it
more effficient.

PUMP OUT »

1 pump sth out, pump out sth: to force
a liquid or gas ta flow out of a place by
using a pump. + of b This engine was
originally used for pumping water out

i of the mines.

2 pump out: to flow out of a place



PUNCH » PUSH

quickly, continuously, and in large
amounts. + of » Blood was pumping
out of a deep wound in his side.
3 pump out sth, pump sth out: to
produce something continuously in
large amounts, especially something
bad » Every year the city’s indusiries
and vehicles pump out five million
tonnes of pollutants,
PUMP UP
1 pump up sth, pump sth up: to fill
something with air, for example a tyre,
using a pump » I had to purnp up the
tyres on my bike before | could leave.
2 pump sth up, pump up sth: to force
liquid to come up from under the
ground to the surface, using a pump
» Salt water js pumped up from deep
below the ground.
3 pump sb up, pump up sb: to make
someone feel very confident or excited
about something » Jody’s parents
have always pumped her up with their
enthusfastic support.

pumped-up ap; very confident or

excited, especially in an annoying

way b Everybody disliked the

pumped-up ways of the college boys

who came into town at the weekend,
4 pump up sth, pump sth up: to
Increase the amount or number of
something - At feast the government
haven't pumped up taxes yer.
5 pump up sth, pump sth up: to make
something improve » Econamists
assumed that the central bariks could
pump up the econonty,
6 pump up: to lift weights so that you
become stronger ® If you want {0
pump up, you'll need to go to the gym
regularly.

pumped up ol having a lot of

muscles because you [ift weights

» Lindo Hamilton plays the pumped

up heroine in *Terminator 2°,

PUNCH

PUNCH UP -+

punch up sth, punch sth up: to make
semething more interesting or exciting
w They'd tried to punch up the movie
with some exotic music, but it was still
bating.

PUSH

PUSH ABOUT See PUSH ARQUND
PUSH AHEAD —+

push ahead: to continue daing
something, even though there are
problems » {'d like you ail to push

: ohead and get the job donte as soon
i us possible.

PUSH AROUND, afse PUSH

ABOUT

push sb around/ about: to tell
someone what to do In a rude way

» Why do you always let other people
push you around?

PUSH ASIDE —

push sth aside, push aside sth: to
decide not to think about

something, for example because it is
unpleasant » For a moment Denny felt
guilty ~ but quickly pushed it aside.
PUSH BACK —

1 push sth back, push back sth: to
deliberately delay an avent, date,
project etc that has already been
arranged » The start date for the talks
has now been pushed back to the end
of the month.

2 push back sth, push sth back: to
force a crowd or army to move
backwards from their present position
» Police pushed the crowd back from
the gates of the palace.

3 push back the boundaries of sth
olso push back the frontiers of sth: to
discover or do something that had not
been known or done before » Over the
past decade, we have pushed back the
frantiers of space exploration.
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PUSH FOR —

push for sth: to try to persuade
people that something should
happen or be done » Parenis are
pushing for a nursery school place
for every child.

PUSH FORWARD —

1 push forward, push forward sth,
push sth forward: to continue doing or
planning something in a determined
way. + with » The two leaders will
attempt to push forward with the
peace meESS.

2 push forward sth, push sth forward:
to try to make people think about or
accept a particular idea » He was still
trying to push forward the idea of a
coalition government.

3 push forward: if an army pushes
forward, it moves further in a particular
direction » The western armies were
pushing forward rapidiy as planned.

4 push farward the boundaries of sth
also push ferward the frontiers of sth:
to make more things acceptable or
possible than before - researchers
who are pushing forward the
boundaries of scientific knowledge
PUSH IN —

push in: te force yourself in front of

other people who are already waiting
in a queue » We were just about to get
on the bus when someone else
pushed in.

PUSH INTO —

push sb into sth: to force someone to
do something that they do not realy

PUSH

want to do = At the time ! didn’t want
to stay at school, but I'm glad my
pareiits pushed me into it now.

PUSH OFF —

1 push offl: used to rudely tell
someone to go away » “Pust off," she
shouted. "How dare you come here?”
» | told him ta push off and he hit me.
2 push off: (o leave a place » It's time
I pushed off home - they'll be
wendering where [ am,

PUSHON —

1 push on: to continue travelling
somewhere instead of stopping

» Finding the roads almost traffic-free,
| decided to push on towards the west
caast,

2 push on: to continue doing
something in a determined way

B Charlie was a great leader — he could
motivate everybody to push on. with
» The president decided to push on
with his re-election campaign, despite
his heart problems.

i PUSH OUT —
: push sb out, push out sb: to force

someone out of their job or position

» Many children feel they have been
pushed out when a new baby arrives
in the family

PUSH OVER —

push sbf sth aver, push over sby/ sth:
to make someone or something fall to

: the ground by pushing them » One of

the older boys pushed him over and sat

: onhim. » Magaie jumped up quickiy,
H pushing her choir over by mistake.

pushover 1 something that is easy 1o
do or a person whao is easy lo
persuade » Because Tom's quiet and
polite, people tend to think he's o
pushover.

i PUSH THROUGH —

i push through sth, push sth through:
to succeed in getting a plan, law etc
i officially accepted » Reagan pushed



PUT

through the greates! incregse in
defence spending in US history.
PUSHTO —

push the door/ wirdaw to: (o close or
nearly close a door or window by
pushing it » Marcus chimbed aut of the
windaw and pushed it i0.

PUSH TOWARDS, af50 PUSH
TOWARD -*

1 push sb towards/ toward sth: to
strongly influence or encourage some-
one to achieve something = Offfcials
met on Tuesday in an effort to push
negatiators towards o settiement,

2 push towards/ toward sth: to try
hard to do or achieve something » The
country has been pushing towards
independence for nearly ten years,
PUSH P —

push sth up, push up sth: 1o make the
price, rate, amocnt etc of something
increase » House soles are increasing
agafn, wihich in turm is starting to push
tp prices,

PUT

PUT ABOUT -+

put sth about, put about sth: to teli
people that something is true so that &
lot of people believe it, sven if it Is not
true » Rumours were pet about thot
the campany was planning to close the
factory. putit about thet » femmys
been putiing it aboul that I'm trying to
get her job, which is rubbish.

PUT ACROSS —

1 put across seh, put sth across: to
explain your ideas, opinions etc clearly
» The Democrats ran o series of TV
commercials, in an effort to pul their
MESSAQE GEFOSS.

2 put yourself acrass: Lo make
someone understand you and realize
what sort of person you are » He's a
briliiant artist, but he doesn’t put
himself across very well in interviews.
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PUT AROLIND, GIS0 PUT ROUND  +
put around/ round sth, put sth
araend/ round: Lo Lell people that,
something is true so that a lot of
people beiieve it w 1 &now it's not true,
but that's the stary they've been
pulting around in the press.

PUT ASIDE —

1 put aside sth, put sth aside: (0 stop
thinking or worrying about something,
s6 that you <an think about or achieve
something else » Xen put aside his
own persgnel ambitions in order to
help his wife with her career. put aslde
your differences & She urged the
people to put aside their differences
and work together for peace.

2 put astde sth, put sth asfde: to save
muoney, especially regularly » Her
parents used Lo put aside a little
money each momh for her cotlege
Fees.

3 pul aside sth, put sth aside: to keep
something 50 that you ¢an use It later
+ Drain the nce and put i aside to
cool,

PUT AT v

put sth at sth: to calculate or guess an
amounl, number, age etc, without
belng very exact » The cost of this
yeor’s show has been put ot over
£350,000.

BUT AWAY - *

1 put away sth, put sth away: 2o put
something in the place where it is
usually kept when il is not belng used
» The girt stopped wiiting and put
away her nolebaok. w “Put thet gun
away, you idiot,” said Baker.

2 put sh away: 0 put somenneg in
prisan or a haspital for people who are
mentally ill » if the police get to him,
he'll be put away for fife.

3 put away sth, put sth away: to get
rid of thoughts, feelings, or attitudes
that you had beforz » She decided to
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put away such childish thaughts and
get on with her work.

4 put away sih, put sth away: 10 save
maoney, espedially regularly » Thay'd
been putting away a little money each
week (o pay for their wedding.

& put away sth, put sth away: to eat or
drink a lot of something, especially a
surprisingly large amount » The girl
sitting mext to me on the plane must
have put away half a bottle of vodko
during the flight.

PUT BACK —

1 put sth back, put back sth: to put
something in the place where it was
before » He put the watch back in his
waistcaat pocket and rase to bis feet.
» Cor you put the milk back in the
fridge?

2 put back sth, put sth back: to
arrznge for something 1o happen at a
later time than was planned » The
meeting's been puf back to 3 o'clock.
» The prison authorities have put back
his release date thi next December.

3 put back sth, put sth back: to delay
somethling so that it happens at a latar
time » @ series of strikes that could
put back the opening of the new
bridge by two or three months

& pwt sth back. put back sth: to make
someone or something have
something that they used to have
before » Read this. 11} put the smile
back on your face! w The bond says
their mission is ta pet the sowl buck
lnto rock'w'roll.

5 put back sth, put sth back: to
change a clock or watch so Ihat it
shows an earlier time % The cfocks get
put back this weekend.

6 put back sth, put sth back: to drink
a lot of alcohol quickly. put it back

» He must have drunk ten pinis. He
can certainly put it back.

PUT

FUT BEFORE

1 put sth/ sh befare sthy sb: to pay
mare attention to oae thing or person
than another » Some airlines are
putting profits before possenger
safery. w Most employers expect their
warkers te put their job before their
farmily fife.

2 put sth before 5bysth: 10 give
something to a committea, parkiarneat
ete, 50 that they can officlalky discusss
ar examine it & A report fnfo the
accident wilf be put tefore the Civil
Avielion Authority,

PUT BEHIND —

1 put sth behind sb: to try to farget
about an unpleasant experience and
not let it affect you in the future & His
first wife comaitted suicide In 1961,
and he was realty never able to put
this behind him,

2 put sth behind sth: to suppart
something by giving money or by
working to make it 2 success

» Americon compenies put mitlians of
doflars behind the bid to host the
gormes.

PUT BY ~

put by sth, ((a\\
put sth by: to
save money

50 that you

can use it

later for a

particular

I purpose
o Luckiy | W 4

. had some

money put by in case of emergencies.
PUT DOWN —

1 put down sth, put sth down: to stap
holding, carrylng, or using something
and put it somewhere » Stanley puf
down his newspaper and glared of her.
» What are you doing with that krife?
Put it down!



PUT

2 put down the phone aiso put the
phone dawn: to put the receiver back
onlo the telephone after you have
finished your conversatian » “f can’t
talk now,” she said and put the phone
dawn.
3 put sb down: to criticize someone in
an unkind way » Her ex-husband was
always puiting her down in front of
her friends. » I'm fed up with being
put down and made to feel stupid.
putdown n an unkind remark or
criticism » The comment was clearly
intended as a putdown,
4 put yourself down: to tell other
people that you are not very
successful, do not have good qualities
etc, when in fact this is not true » Of
course you're a good teacher. You
shouldn't put yourself down all the
time.
5 | couldn't put it down afso it’s
Impossible to put down: used to say
that a book Is so exciting or
interesting that you do not want to
stop reading it » it's one of the best
novels I've ever read. | just couldn’'t
put it down.
6 put down a rebellion/ riot etc: to
use force to stop a violent attempt to
change the government or a protest
» In 1745 the Prince led his army into
England, but the rebellion was soon
put down,
7 put sth down, put down sth: to kill
an animal without causing it any pain,
because it is old or ill » The horse had
to be put down ofter breaking a leg
yesterday.
8 put sth down, put down sth: to write
something on paper instead of just
thinking about it  “Have you got the
phane fixed yet?" “No. I'll put it down
on my list of things to do.” put sth
dawn on paper » it often helps to put
your thoughts down on paper.
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9 put down sth, put sth down: to pay
part of the total cost or value of
something when you arrange to buy it
or rent it. put down a deposit (=a
deposit is the part of the total cost or
value of something that you put down)
» They put down ¢ £10,000 deposit an
the house when they bought it

10 put down sth, put sth down: to put
a carpet or other covering onto the
floor or the ground » They're having u
wooden floor put down fn the
bedroom.

11 put sb down, put down sb: to stop a
car, bus etc at a particular place and
let someone get out there » They
asked the driver to put them down at
the station.

D2 put sb down: to put a baby in a bed

so that it can sleep » Harry seems a
iot quieter now. 1 think I'll put him
down for o nap.

PUT DOWN AS —

put sh/ sth down as sth: to decide that
someone or something is a particular
type of person or thing, often when
they are not » When she first met him,
she innmediately put him down as a
boring middle-aged businessman,
PUT DOWN FOR —

put sb down far sth: to write
someone’s name on a list so that they
<an take part in an activity, join a
school etc » His parents have put him
down for the best school in the area.
PUT DOWN TO —

1 put sth down to sth: to think that
something, especially a problem aor a
bad situation, is caused by something
else »/ didn't feel too good the next
marning, but | put it down to what i'd
eaten the night before.

2 put sth down to experience: to try to
forget about something unsuccessful
or embarrassing, or try to learn
something useful from it» There'll be
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other girlfriends. It’s just one of those
things you have to put down to
experience.

PUT FORWARD —

1 put forward sth, put sth forward: to
suggest something for ather people to
consider and discuss » A number of
theories were put forward at the time
about the possible causes of his death.
2 put sb forward, put forward sb: to
say officially that you think someone
should be considered for a job,
allowed to join an organization elc.

+ far » The names of four passible
candidates have been put forward for
the post.

3 put sth forward, put forward sth: to
arrange for something to happen at an
earlier time than was planned » The
meeting fias been put forward to
tomorrow. | hope you can still come.
4 put sth ferward: to change a watch
or clock so that it shows a later lime
» We have to put the clocks forward
one hour this weekend,

PUT IN —

1 put In sth, put sth in: to officially
make a request, order, ¢laim, or offer
» I"ve put in @ request for a tronsfar.
» Buyers have until next Monday to
put in their bids.

2 put in sth, put sth In: to connect a
new piece of equipment to an
electricity supply, water supply etc

» They've had a new central heating
system put in.

PUT IN FOR —

put in for sth: to make an official
request to be allowed 1o do or have
something » Her husband’s decided to
put in for early retirement. » Why
don't you put in for a pay rise?

PUT IN, also PUT INTO »

1 put in sth, put sth in, put sth into
sth: to use effort, work, or time in

PUT

order to try to do something » She's
puts all her emotional energy inta her
job. w The whole team putina
tremendous amount of effort.
2 put in sth, put sth in, put sth into
sth: to provide money so that people
can do something, or buy shares in a
company 50 that you can make a profit
» More money needs to be put into
cancer research. » Remember, when
patiing your money into the stock
markel, that prices can go down as
well as up.
3 put sbin/ into sth: to make
someone go to a prison, a hospital etc
» Oppasition leaders are being
arrested and put fn prison. » They
decided to put their grandmother into
a nursing home.
PUT OFF —
1 put off sth, put sth off: to delay
doing something until later, especially
something you do not want to do
» Why don't you talk to him about it?
You can't keep putting it off forever.
put off doing sth » 'd put off going to
the dertist for as long as f could,
2 put sb off, put off sb: to stop
someone from liking another person
or thing or stop them from being
interested in it » Don't be put off by
the name. It's actually a very pretiy
plant. » My last boyfriend put me off
men for fife. put sb off deing sthe A
lat of people are put off travelling by
rail because of high fares.
off-putting A likely to make you
dislike someone or something
» There was something rather off-
putting about hfs manner.
9 put off sth, put sth off: to make a
light stop working by pressing a
switch » Don't forget to put the lights
off when you leave.
4 put sb off: to delay meeting
someone, talking to someone, paying



PUT

someone etc b Every time she asked

for her money back they kept putting

her off with some excuse or other,

5 put sb off, put sb off sth: to make it

difficult for someane to pay atlention

to what they are doing » Stop

giggling! You're putting me offl » He

complained that the photographers

were putting him off his game.
off-putting soi making it difficult for
you to pay attention to what you are
doing » 1t's a bit aff-putting having
someone following you around af!
the time.

PUTON —

1 put on sth,

put sth on: ro J) (f

put clothes =

an your body =

» She put on

her coat and

went pulside.

» !iked the

shaes, and

when | put

them an they

fitted perfectly.

2 put on sth, put sth on: to pul make-

up, cream etc on your skin » She sar

down in front of the mirror and began

to put on fier make-up.

3 put on sth, put sth on: to make a

light or a piece of equipment start

working » Can yot pur the iigits back

on?{ con't see what I'm doing. » She

put on the kettle for her morning cup

of coffee.

4 put on sth, put sth on: to put a (D,

tape, or record in a machine and make

it starl playing » Perry went over to

the stereo and put on some jozz.

5 put on sth, put sth on: to arrange for

a performance, show, competition etc

to take place » They often put on

exhibitions of work by local artists.

& put sb on sth: to give someone a
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particular type of medicine or medical
treatment » | went o the hospital
about mry asthma, and they've put me
on steroids,

7 put sb on a diet: to tell someone to
eat only certain types of food because

¢ they are unhealthy or too fat » His

wife says he's overweight, and keeps
threatening te put him ont a diet.

& put on
weight/

2 kilos etc:
to become
fatter and
heavier » Can
it be possible
that i've put
on eight
pounds in
three weeks?
9 put the blame/ responsibility on
sby sth: to say that someone should
be blamed o1 should be considered
responsible for something » That gir!
was gaing to try (o pui the blame on
him, he could tell.

10 put a restriction/ ban etc on sth: to
make a rule that controls or slops.
something » New resirictions are to be

. puton tobacco advertising. v jupan,

Norway, and the other countries
agreed to put o ben on commercial
whaling,

11 put on sth: to deliberately behave
or speak in a way that is different from
usual or different from how you really
feel» Whenever she's on the phone
she alwoys puts on 6 posh voice. put
on a brave face (=try not to show that
you are worried or upset) » She
continued to put on a brave face,
despite reports of serious problems
with her marriage.

12 be putting it on: to pretend to be
ill, upset, injured etc, especially in
order to make other people feel sorry
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for yau » Of course he's not sick. He's
Just putting it on,

13 be putting sb on: if scmeone is
putting you on, they are nol telling the
truth » You scored three goals? You're
putting me on!

14 put on a show aisc put on a
display: to show what you are able to
da or what power you have » Allied
troops put on a devastating show of
force. put on an impressive/ poor etc
performance » The french team wifl
have to put on an impressive
performance if they ore to win todey,
15 put on sth, put sth on: to provide
something for people 1o use, eat, drink
etc » Speciaf buses are being put on fo
take fans to and fram the concert,

16 put emphasis on sth aiso put
stress on sth: Lo say thal you think
that something is particularly
impartant » Parents are not putting
enough emphasis an healthy eating.
17 put sth on sth: to risk an amount of
maoney on the result of a race, game
etc > { never put maney on horses, |
always lose.

18 put sth on sih: to increase the cost
or price of something by a particular
amount & There are rumours that the
government plans to put 10p on the
price of fuel.

19 put sth an, put on sth: to start
cooking something b  put your supper
o an hour ago. It should be ready by
now.

PUT ONTO, a5 PUT ON TO —

put sb onto/ on to shy sth: to tell
someone about an interesting ar
useful place, product, person etc = t's
a great restaurant, { think it was Wendi
wha first put me oo it.

PUT OUT

1 put out sth, put sth out: to make 2
light stop working by pressing or

PUT

turning a switch = Don't forget fo put
the lights out before you leave the
building.

2 put out sth, put sth out: to make a
fire, cigarette, or candle stop burning
» Please stay in your seats and put
out your cigarettes.

3 put sb out: to cause extra work or
trouble for someone, especially by
asking them to help you » Thanks for
letting me use yotr car. { hope 'm not
putting you out,

4 put yourself out: to use a lot of
effart or time in order to help
someone, when this is not convenient
for you = He felt ke had already put
himself out by agreeing to see Dougal
ai such short notice.

5 put out sth, put sth out: to produce
an official statement, warning, or
request » A fot of the informatien that
is peit ot on the imternet is not totally
accurate. v He later put out a TV

¢ appeal for his wife to come home.
6 put out s1h, put sth out: to produce

a recard, boak, or other product and
make it availahle for people to buy

» The band put out a siting of hit
records in the early sixties.

7 put out sth, put sth out: to broadcast
a programme on the television or the
radio » Shows that contain a lof of sex
or bad language are usually put oul
after o o'clock.

8 put out sth, put sth out: to move
your hand, arm, foot etc forward

: » When he put out his hand to shake

honds with her, she just ignored hirm.

¢ 9 put your tongue out also put put

¢ your topgue: to push your tongue out
¢ of your mouth, especially as a rude

: sign to someane » The little boy put

: his tongue out and ran away.

i 10 be put out: 10 feel annoyed, upset,
: or offended by something » We were g



PUT

fittte put out at not being invited to
the wedding.

11 put out sth, put sth out: to put
something somewhere for people to
use, eat, look at ete » ' put out the
knives and forks on the table.

12 put out sth, put sth out: to take
something outside your house and
leave it there » Eric was just about to
put out the washing when the rain
started.

13 put out sth, put sth out: ta injure
part of your body by stretching or
twisting it too much » Catherine put
her back out trying to carry e box of
books up the stairs.

14 put out sth, put sth out: ifa plant or
tree puts out leaves, flowers etc, it
starts to grow them » The roses have
already started to put out new buds,
15 put sb out: to make someone
unconscious before a medical
operation  One patient claimed that
they hadn't put him out properly
before his operation,

PUT OUT OF -+

put sb out of sth: to stop someone
from belng able to do something, or
continue taking part in something

» He had a knee injury, which
threatened to put him out of the World
Cup. put sb out of business (=make
someone be unable to continue their
business) » Local fisfiermen say the
new fishing quotas will put them out
of business,

PUT OUTTO

put sth out to sb/ sth: if work Is put
out to a particular company, it is
offered to them » Existing waste
disposal operations will be put out to
privafe companies.

PUT OVER —

1 put over sth, put sth over: 1o
succeed in making other people
understand your ideas, apinions etc
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» The champion is the ideal man to
put this message over to young
athletes.

2 put one aver (en) sh: to trick
someone by making them believe
something that is not true » She
realized that the salesmarn was trying
te put one over on her, and said she
wasn't interested.

PUT PAST +

| wouldn’t put It past sb: used to say
that you would not be surprised if
someane did something bad or
unusual » “Do you think Harry took
the money? “f wouldn't put it past
him. "

PUT ROUND 5e€ PUT AROUND

PUT THROUGH —

i1 put sb through: to connect someone

to the person they want to speak to on
the telephone » One momemt, cafter,
I'm just putting you through. +to

» She was puf through fo the
manager's personol assistant.

2 put through a call also put a cell
through: to make a telephone call to
someone » Someone had put o call
through to the embassy, warning them
about the attack.

3 put sb through sth: to make
someone do something difficult or
experience something unpleasant, put
sb through it » He says fiis last wife
really put him through it, and he never
wanis to get married again. put sb
through hell » | must have put my
mother through helf when | was o
feenugen

4 put through sth, put sth through,
put sth thraugh sth: to formally agree
to a new law or plan » The UN Security
Council put through a resolution
calling for an immediate ceasefire.

5 put sb through college/ university
etc: to pay for someone to study at a
college or university b Mick hod @
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huge car ioan and three kids to put
through college.

6 put sth through sth: 1o make
something go through a process or
system, in order to change it or Lest it
» Every car fs put through a sevies of
safety checks before it leaves the
factory.

PUT TO —

1 put sth to sb: to ask someone a
question, especially officially or
publicly » When the same question
was put to his deputy, we got a
completely different answer.

2 put sth to sb: to ask someone fo
officially consider a plan, suggestion
etc » “'N put your suggestion to the
committee,” she soid. put sth to the
vote (=ask people to vote about
something in order to make a decision
about it) » The issue of capital
punishment js to be put to the vote
yet again.

3 put it to sb that: to suggest to
someone that something is true,
especially in a court of law »§ put it to
you that you murdered your husband
for his money.

4 put an end to sth also put a stop to
sth: to stop semething from
continuing to happen » it's about time
we put an end to all this nonsense.

5 put sb to a lot of trouble/ expense
ete: to make someone have to use a
lot of effort, money etc » / hope {
haven't put yout to too much trouble.
6 put your name to sth afso put your
signature to sth: to sign your name al
the end of an official document, letter
etc, saying that you agree with it

w» They refused to put their names to
the agreement and were fired on the
spot.

PUT TOGETHER +

1 put together sth, put sth together.
to produce something by getting a

PUT

group of things together and
arganizing them » The Rolling Stanes
have recently pui together an atbum
of thefr greatest hits. » With a liftle
effort, you can put together a meal
that's light, refreshing, and also very
healthy.

2 put together sth, put sth together:
to produce something such as a plan
or an agreement by collecting ideas,
informatian, or suggestions » A group
of local people put together a rescue
plan to try to save the theatre.

3 put together sth, put sth together:
10 make something by joining all the
pieces Logether » There shouid be
some instructions that show you how
o put it alf together.

4 put together sth, put sth together:
to form a group or team » He put his
first band together while he was stilf
at college.

5 put sth together: to think about
several pleces of information or parts
of a situation together, for example so
that you can understand something
better » When yau put it all together,
it sounds like fie must be guilty. » Paul
needed fo be somewhere quiet where
he could put his thoughts together,

6 than the rest put together also than
the others put together: used to
emphasize that something or
someone is much better, cleverer,
bigger et than something or sumeone
else » fosie’s sure to do well, She's
smarter than all the others put
together.

PUT TOWARDS, also PUT

TOWARD —

put sth towards/ toward sth: (o use
some money in order 1o pay part of
the cost of something » She says thar
if she wins, she's going to put the

money towards a trip to ltaly.



PUT

PUTUP
1 put up sth, put sth up: to buitd
something such as a building, wall, or
a statue b After the war huge
apartment bulldings were put up
around Paris_ put up a tent » At
26,000 feet they decided ro put up
their temt and wait for the down.

2 put up sth, put sth up: ta increase
something, for example prices, taxes,
or rents & The government should put
up taxes on things that damage the
environmen!,

3 put up sth, put sth up: 10 put a sign,
notice, picture etc on a wall er ather
place so that it can be seen » The
owter had put up signs everywhere
saying "Private Property, Keep Out’,

4 put up sth, 7

put sth up: to

attach a shell,

cupboard etc

10 awall 0

» We've had

Some rew

cupbodrds put up in our kitchen.

5 put sth up, put up sth: to open
something sueh as an umbrella or put
something such as a hood over your
head v Some people in the crowd had
started puttirtg up their umbrellas.

» He put his hood up so that 1s face
wus partly idden.

6 put up sth, put sth up: to provide the
money thal is needed to pay for
samathing » it's @ great idea, but
who's going fo put up the money?

+ fore Twentieth Centuwry Fox is
putting up the mosey for the movie.

7 put up a fight aiso put up o struggle
€tc: to Lry Lo fight or compate with
sQmeons, of iry to stap something
from happening * Englend put up 2
great fight, but in the end the better
team won. w He didr't put up much of
a struggle wihen he was arrested.
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& pot sth up for sale/ auctton: to make
something available fer people to buy,
especially a house, land, business, or
avaluable object » When my fother
died, the house ond ol its contents
were put up for auction, » The
business was lo5ing maney and they
decided ta put it up for sate,

9 put sb up: to provide someaone wilh
a place to stay. usually for a shart time
» Some friends have offered to put us
up for the night.

10 put up sth, put sth up: 1o suggest
an idea, argument, or reasan far
something w Lefth put up several
arguments, but she had an answer for
every one of them.

11 put up sb. put sb up: 10 choase
someone to represent your party at an
eleclion » The Allfartce Party put up
substantially fewer candidotes at the
tast election.

FUT UPTO

-put sb up to sth: to encourage

someane (o do something stupid or
dangerous » “Did Candy pul you up to
this? Rory demanded, » He's normally
such a well-behaved chitd. Someore
must have pud him up to it

PUT UP WITH -»

put up with sth/ sh: to accept an
unpteasant situation o someone’s
annoying behavigur without
complaining = Fhe police have 10 put
up with a Iot of abuse. » I'm surprised
that she’s pur up with him for ot these
yeors

PUT UPON *

1 feel put upen: 1o leel that you aie
being treated unfairly, for example
because you are asked (o do more

: work than someone else w It's ofren

i the most productive stoff who feel

¢ most put upon.

© 2 put emphasls upon sth aiso put

i stress upon sth: to say that you think
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that something is particularly
Important » Particular stress was pul
upon the study of languages such as
Latin.

3 put an interpretation/ value upon
sth: to cansider that someihing has a
particular mezning or value » Dawking
puts a different interpretation upon
the word “selfish" from the usua!
meaning.

4 put imitations upon sb{ sth: to
make rules that control or limit
someone of something » the
fimitations the! are put upon us by our
genes

PUZZLE

PUZZLE

PUZZLE OUT

puzzle out sth, puzzle sth out: to try
to understand a confusing situation or
solve a difficult problem by thinking
about it carefully » He staved at his
old neighbour teying to puzzle cut why
stte fooked se different.

PUZZLE OVER

puzzle over sth: to try hard to
understand something that seems
difficult or confusing » Mark puzzted
over the words, but they meant
Agthing to i,



QUARREL » QUIT

Qq

QUARREL

QUARREL WITH +

quarrel with sth: to disagree with an
idea or opinion » Not many peaple
would guarrel with the idea of more
chofce and more persanal freedom.

QUEUE

1 queue up:
to form or join a line of people waiting
to do something or go somewhere

¥ The four of us queved up outside
the stadium for over two houts.

2 be queuing up to do sth: if people
are queuing up to do something, they
all want to do it very much = The
school is the best in the area, and
parents are queuing up to send their
chiidren there.

QUIET
QUIET DOWN
quiet down, quiet sh down: to become
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i calmer and less active or noisy, or to

make someone do this » Quiet down
and get ready for bed! » Lee bounced
the child on s knee to quiet her
down.

QUIETEN

QUIETEN DOWN —

1 quleten down, quieten sb down: if
someone guietens down, or if you
quieten them down, they become
quieter and calmer » | spent the first
half of the lesson trying to quieten the
kids dowi.

z quieten down: to become quieter,
calmer, and less busy » Things tend to
quieten down after the Christmas rush

: is over v The fighting in our

immediate areo seems to have
quietened down

QuIT

QuIT OF —

be quit of sth: to get rid of something
or someone that was causing you
problems » She was tired of his selfish
demands, and determined to be quit
of him,

QUIT ON —+

qult on sb: to stop helping or working
with someone, when they need you
® S0 you're gaing to quit on me?

I thought i could rely on you!

quit on sh: if a machine or vehicle
quits on you, it stops working while
you are using it » Then his computer
simply quit on him and he went crazy.

Rr

RABBIT

RABBIT ON —

rabbit on: to talk continuously for a
long time in a boring or annoying way
» I'm not going to stand around here
fistening to you rabbiting on. + about
» | had to Nister to Tony rabbiting on
for hours about his work.

RACK

RACK UP *

rack up sth, rack sth up: to achieve a
large tatal of sumething » They racked
up a £7.4 bitlion trade surplus during
1995.

RAG

RAG ON —+

1 rag on sb: to criticize someane or
keep telling them that they should do
something » Quit ragging on me! (']
do it in a mirtute.

2 rag on sh: o make jokes about
someone and laugh at them in order
to embarrass them » Everybody's
ragging on Steve about his new
girlfriend.

RAGE

RAGE AGAINST, 0/S0 RAGE AT —
rage against sth, rage at sthfsh: to
feel extremely angry about something
and to express this strongly

» Roosevelt believed passionately in
equality, and reged against social
injustice. » “You never gave o damn
about us™ her son raged ai her.
RAILROAD

RAILROAD INTO —

railroad sb inte sth: to persuade
someone to do something without
giving them time to think about it

RABBIT » RAKE

» She hesitated, unwilling to be
railroaded into a decision.

RAILROAD THROUGH —

railread through sth, railroad sth
through: to force a parliament to vote
on something very quickly, so that
people do not have much time to think
about it » The government is hoping
to avoid awkward questions by irying
to railroad the bill through.

RAIN

RAIN DOWN —

rain down, rain down sth, rain sth
down: to fall in large quantities, or
make something fall in large
quantities » Falling debris rained
down as firefighters fought the flomes.

i +onalso + upon v | pul my arms over

my head as pieces of glass started to
rain down on me.

BE RAINED OFF, 0{S0 BE RAINED
out —+

be rained off/ out: if an event is rained
off or rained out, it cannol take place

. or has lo stop because there is loo

much rain » Last night’s molch against
Manchester United was rained off.

» We had tickels to the Blue Jays
game but it was refned out.

RAKE

RAKE IN —

rake in sth: to eamn a large amount of
maoney k- The report said that the
nation's top lawyers raked in some
£86a million in one year. be raking it
in» Everyone assumes that if you're
an TV, you must be raking it in.

RAKE OFF —

rake off sth, rake sth off: to get part of
the profits of a business or
organization dishonestly » He rar a
cancer charity, and was believed to
have raked off much of the cash for
himself.



RALLY » RATTLE

RAKE QVER —

take over sth: to talk or think about
something unpleasant again and
again, when it would be better to
forget it » "Theres no point in rakirg
over the past,” my mother always sid,
RAKE UP —

1 rake up sth, rake sth up: to talk
ahout something unpleasant fram the
past that people do not want you to
mention » They don't seent 1o reatize
how painful it is for her to bave aff this
raked up again.

2 rake sth up, rake up sth: to callect
things together for a particular
purpose, when this is difficult to do

» Between them they only managed to
rake up £50.

RALLY

RALLY AROUND, ({50 RALLY

ROUND *

rally around/ roeund, rally around/
round sb: if a group of people rally
around, they alt work to try to help
and support sameone » Her friends il
ratlied round when her father died.

W The cabinet publicly ratlied around
the Prime Mirister, but in private
Began to think obout replacing her.

RAMBLE

RAMBLE DN —

ramkle an: to talk or write for a long

time in & boring and confused way

» She rambled on, but Stacey wasn't
iistening. + about & Sarah glenced o}
the clock ~ he hod been rambiing on

about hmself for aver an hour.

RANGE

BE RANGED AGAINST —

be ranged against shf<th: to uppase
someene or something and be ready
to fight against them » By now there
were over seven European states
ranged against them.
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RANK,

RANK AMONG

rank ameng sthy sb, be ranked ameng
sth/ sb: to be one of the best of a
particular Lype » The Lebanon
produces some red wines that renk
omang the world's fines!.

RAP

RAP QUT ~»

rap out sth, rap sth out: {o give an
order or say something quickly,
suddenly, and in away that sounds.
angry » The ambossddor rapped out
an arder and four sarvamts hwried
across the raom.

RAT

RATON -+

1 rat on sb: to be disloyal to someoac
by telling a persan in autharity aboul
something that they have done wrong
» [ never ratted on Albert. | wouldn't
rar on ¢ friend.

2 rat on sth: 10 nat do something that
you have promised to do for someone
* The governmen! was accused of
ratting o5 its promises,

RATION

RATION QUT -+

ratior out sth, ratlon sth out: to divide
samething among a group of people,
so that each person gets a small
amount & Thelr short supplias of fooe
and water had to be carefully rationed
out.

RATTLE

RATTLE ARQUND *

rattie around: to live in a building that
is much bigger than you need it 10 be,
5o that you do not feel comfortable.
+ in¥ This house is much too big for
us naw the kids hove left - we're fust
raftiing around in it,
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RATTLE OFF ~»

raitle off sth, ratile sth off: to say
something quickly without stopping,
especially a list or samething that you
have learned » She rattled off @ Uist of
all the bast hotels and restawrants in
town.

RATTLE ON -

rattle om: to talk quickly and for a long
tima in a boring way » { stifled a yawn,
but Eisie didn't notice and just rattad
on.

RATTLE THROUGH —

ratthe through sth: to speak or do
something very quickly because you
want to finish as quickly as passible

» She rottled thraugh her speech as if
she couldn’t wait to leave.

RAVE

RAVE ABOUT, 650 RAVE OVER —
rave about/ over sby sth: to talk in an
excited way about how much you
admire or like someone or something
w The critics are raving about the
latest performance of Macheth.

REACH

REACH OUT FOR  +

areach out for sth: 10 try Lo achieve a
better situation, for example peace,
leve, or happiness b We were never
satisfied —we were always reaching
out for new experiences and highs,

a reach out far help also reach Gut for
assistarce etc: to ask someone for
help » Many of these people neec!
pratection, and we urge them fo redcht
out for hetp,

REACH QUT TD

1 reach out to sh: 1o offer help,
comfort, or support to sameone » We
must reach out to the many children
who have no-one to tur fo.

# reach out te sb: to try and
coemmunicate your ideas to people
that you have not succeeded in

RAVE » READ

communicating with in the past » How
daes your party plan to resch out o
poorer varers?

3 reach out to sb: to ask for help,
camfort, or support » She reached out
to hir s a last source of help.

REACT

REACT AGAINST »

react against sth: to show that you
dislike or disagree with someone's
rules ar ideas by deliberately doing
the opposite » it’s normel for
teenagers fo react against their
parents” beliefs, » Feminists were
redcting against traditionaf ideas of o
waman’s role in sotiety.

READ

READ BACK —

read sth back, read back sth: to read
something that you have written, to
check that It satisfactory » When |
reed back my story, { was guite
pfeased with it. + to » He would
dictote a letter to Dinah and then ge!
her to read it back to him.

READ INTO —

read sth into sth; to [hink that
something has @ meaning or
importance that it may not really have
> Robert wondered if she was reading
maore inta his comments than he
actuatly meant. read too much into sth
* Only 15% of the population veled in
last week’s election, so don’t read toa
much inte the result,

READ QUT -

read sth out, read out sth: to say the
wards you are reading to other people
» He opened the envelope and read
out the name of the winner. + to

» Sarah feft @ message — ' read f out
to you. read sth out loud & f read the
teiter aud toud to my wife.

READ OVER —

read over sth, read sth over: to read



REAR » RECKON

something carefully in order to check
details or find mistakes » Read the
contract over carefully before you sign
it.

READ THROUGH —

read through sth, read sth through: to
read something from beginning ta
end, especially in order to check
details or find mistakes » Always read
through what you have written before
you leave the exam room.

READ UP —+

read up sth, read sth up, read up: to
read about a particular subject,
because you want to know more about
it = Bavry spent his first day in the job
reading up all the relevant facts end
figures. + abaut aiso read up on w ("Il
have to read up on the new tax laws
before that meeting tomorrow.

REAR

REAR UP —

rear up: if a

horse or k

similar animal A &
rears up, it )
suddenly

rises upright iy o

on its back

legs b Ralph's

horse reared up, throwing him to the
ground.

REASON

REASON OUT —

reason sth out, reason aut sth: Lo
think carefully about a problem in
order to understand it or decide how
to solve it » Before attempting ta fix
the program, the engineer hos to
reason out why it went wrong in the
first place.

REASON WITH —+

reason with sh: to talk calmly and
sensibly to someone who you think is
behaving in an unreasonable way » |
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tried to reason with her, but she
ltocked herself in the bathroom, crying

REBOUND

REBOUND ON, afS0 REBOUND

UPON —

rebound on/upon sb: if an action
rebounds on someone, it has a
harmful effect on them even though it
was intended to affect someone else

» Strikers were warned that any further
industrigl action would rebound upon
themselves and their communities.

RECKON

RECKON ON —

reckon on sth: to expect something to
happen and include it in your plans.

» We hadn't reckoned on the heavy
holiday traffic on the way home.
reckon on doing sth b You can reckon
on paying over a thousand pounds for
a gaod computer. reckon en sb doing
sth » They didn't reckon on anyone
objecting to their scheme.

RECKOMN WITH —

1 reckon with sth: to realize that you
must be prepared to deal with a
particular problem b The naw Republic
had ta reckon with af least three
hostile nations on its borders.

2 b/ sth to be reckoned with:
someone or something that must be
respected as a serious competitor,
opponent, or danger & { think we
showed them that we're a footbali
team to be reckoned with. a force to
be reckoned with » The ofd
aristocracy, however weakened, was
stilf o force to be reckoned with,
RECKON WITHOUT —+

reckon without sth{ sh: to make plans
without realizing that a particular
thing or person may cause you
problems » Watson decided to swim
to the istand, but had reckoned
without the strong currents.
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RECONCILE

RECONCILE TO —

reconcile yourself ta sth: to.accept
something and realize that there is
nothing you can do ta change it » Gver
the years she had reconciled herself to
the fact that she would probably never
marry. be/become reconciled to sth

» The islanders had never become
reconciled to British rule.

REDUCE

REDUCE TO —*

1 reduce sb to tears/ silence etc: to
make someone very upsel, quiet etc

» As a manager he was a complete
budly, often reducing staff to tears.
reduce sb to a nervous wreck (=make
someone feel extremely frightened)

» The thought of going to the dentist
reduces him to a mervous wrack!

2 reduce sh/ sth to sth: to cause
someone or something to beina
much worse situation or position

» A disastrous business venture had
reduced him to near ruin. & a ence-
famous musician reduced to poverty

3 be reduced to {(doing) sth: to have to
do something unpleasant, boring,
embarrassing ete because you have no
choice » She fost her job as manager
and was reduced to doing barwork.

» Many unemployed people were
reduced to begging on the streets.

4 reduce sth to sth: to damage or
destroy something so thal there is
almost nothing left » The fire spread
rapidly, reducing the factory to a pile
of twisted metal. reduce sth to ashes/
rubble » Much of the cify centre was
reduced to rubbfe by the bombing.,
REEK

REEK OF —

1 reek of sth: to smell strongly of
something unpleasant » The bedroom
was filthy and reeked of cigarettes.

RECONCILE » REFER

2 reek of sth: to seem to have a ot of
a particular unpleasant quality » Their
government reeked of carruption.

REEL

REELIN —»
1 reel in
sth, reel
sthIn: to
pull
something
ona
fishing line
or rope
towards
you by
winding
the line around a circular piece of
equipment » Luke felt o tug on the
line and reeled in a beautiful salmon
2 reelin sth/sh, reel sth/sb in: 0
attract a large number of peaple or
things » The programme reels in mare
tham 13 million viewers o show.

REEL OFF

eel off sth, reel sth off: to say
something quickly and easily,
especially a list » The waitress reeled
off a choice of dishes in rapid italian.

REFER

REFER TO —+

1 refer to sb/ sth: to mention or speak
ahout someone or something, often
indirectly » Aithough she didn’t say
his name, everyone knew who she was
referring to. refer to sb/ sth as sth
{=call them by & particular name}

» The computer screen is referred to
as the monitor.

2 refer to sth: Lo read or look at &
book, note, map etc in order to get
information & Refer to the course
textbook if you need further
information on this subject. » Without
referring to my notes, { can't
remember exacily what she said.




REFLECT » RELIEVE

3 refer to sth/sb: to describe or relate
to a particular person or thing » The
biue line on the graph refers to sales.
# The table on page three refers to
rainfall in the region.

4 refer sb sth to sb: to send a person
or problem to someone with the
special skills or knowledge needed to
deal with that particular situation or
problem v Your farily doctor will refer
you to a speciolist af the eye haspital.
= The case has been referred to a
higher court.

REFLECT

REFLECT ON, aiSo REFLECT UPON —
1 reflect on/ upon sth: Lo spend time
thinking carefully about something

» New Year’s Day is a {ime to reflect on
the past year and plan uhead.

» Reflecting on what he hod soid, she
found herself close to tears.

2 reflect onf upon sh/ sth: to influence
ather people’s opinion about sameone
or something, especially in a bad way
» Anna felt ashamed, realizing that
her father’s rudeness would reflect
upon her.

REFRAIN

REFRAIN FROM  +

refrain from sth: to not do something,
even though you would like to

» Doctors advised him to refrain

from ail sports for at least three
months. refrain from doing sth

® Please refrain from smoking in the
restqurant.

REGALE

REGALE WITH —

regale sb with sth: to tell someone
staries about things in order to
entertain or impress them » In the bar
she met o man called Patrick, who
began regaling her with taies of the
old days.
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REIN

REIN [N, al50 REIN BACK —

1 rein In/ back sth, rein sth in/ back:
to control somathing in order to stop it
increasing, especially the amount of
maney you spend » the failure of the
goverament to rein in public spending
» Unless the company reins back its
expenditure, jobs will have to go.

2 rein in/ back sb, rein sb in/ back: to
try to control the behaviour of a group
of people = After the attempted coup,
the government realized it would have
to rein in the mititary.

REJOICE
REJOICE IN
rejaice in sth: to be very pleased

about something, or to enjoy

something very much » The hastages
were busy rejoicing in their new-found

¢ freedom. » a spiteful man who
i rejoices in the humiliation of others

RELATE

RELATE TO —

1relate to sthy sk aiso be reloted to
sth{sb : to be about or connected with
a particular subject or person » The
document exploins the policy releting
to discipline i the school. » { still
can't understand how oll this relates
to me.

2 relate to sth: to be able to
understand someane else’s situation
or feelings, especially because you
have been in a similar situation
yourself » She said she feflt reafly

angry when he died - | can relate to

that. » My biggest problem with the

i fitm was thal I couldn't relate to any of

the characters.

RELIEVE

RELIEVE OF

i 1 relieve sb of sth: to help someone by
¢ taking a problem, responsibility etc,
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away from them » They have
established a fund to pay her
expenses, thereby relieving her of all
finoncial worries.

2 relieve sb of sth: to take away from
someone something that they are
holding or carrying » Corl jumped up
to relieve Paula of her shopping bag.
3 relieve sb of their post aiso refieve
sb of their duties etc: (o officially take
away someone's job from them,
especially because they have done
something wiong » The board has
decided to relieve you of your duties
as head teacher.

4 relieve sb of sth: to steal something
from someone - used humorously

» This part of tawn is full of crooks
who'll be happy ta relieve you of your
wallet!

RELY

RELY ON, {50 RELY UPON —

1 rely on/ upon sth/ sb: to need
something or someone in order to
exist or do something successfully

» The charity relies on public
denations in order ta continue with its
work. » She refies completely on
public transpori. + for » Early sailors
had to rely on the stars for navigation
at night.

2 rely an/upen sb/ sth: to trust
someone or something to do what you
expect or need. can rely on sh» "You
will get the job finished by Friday,
waon't you?" “You can rely on me."” + to
do sth» The alarm clock isn't working
praperly, so don't rely on it to wake
you up. tely on sth/sb doing sth

» You can't rely on your parents
lending you the money.
REMEMBER

REMEMBER TO —

remember me to sb: used to ask
someone to say hello for you to

RELY » RENT

another person » As f left, Carl said,
“Remember me (o Susan.”

REMIND

REMIND OF —

1 remind sb of sth{sb: to think that
someone or something s similar to
someone or something else » Cathy
reminds me of myself when { was that
age, » Her voice reminds me a lot of

3 Jani Mitchell,

2 remind sb of s1h/ sh: to make you
remember someone or something

© w The smell of boiled cobbage olways

reminds me of school, » The song

* reminded her of her youth,

RENDER

RENDER INTO

render sth into English/ Greek ett: to
translate a piece of language info
English, Greek etc » The ancient
manuscripts were rendered into Latin.
RENDER UP —

render up sth, render sth up: to give
something to someane, especially
when you are forced to » There were
severe penalties for anyone who failed
to render up their taxes.

RENEGE

RENEGE ON, 250 RENEGE UPON  +
renege on/upon sth: to not do
something that you have promised or
agreed to do » Union leaders have
accused the company of reneging on
its part of the deal.

RENT

RENT OUT +

rent out sth, rent sth out: to allow
someone o use & room, building, or
area of land in return far regular
payment » He sold the business,
rented out his house, and set off on @
trip around the world. + to» There'sa
separate flat upsiairs, which they rent
out to students,



REPAIR » REST

REPAIR

REPAIR TO —

repair te sth: 10 go to a place,
especially in order to relax » Shall we
repair to the smoking roam,
gentlemen?

REPORT

REPORT BACK —

report back: to give someone
information about something that they
asked you to find out abaut = f was
asked to Nsten in on their
conversation and report bock fater.
+to = We'd fike you to report back to
the class when you come back. + on
» The commission will report back on
its findings some time later this year
REPORT TO —

report to sh: if you report to someone
at work, they are your manager and
are in charge of you b “Who do you
report to?" “Paula Dovies, She's head
of the seles department.”

RESIDE

RESIDE IN —

reside in sth: o exist in something or
be caused by something = Much of the
book’s vale resides i its humour and
simplicity.

RESIDE WITH, Gl50 RESIDE IN —
reside with/In sb: if power or
responsibility resides with or in
sameane, they have that pewer ar
responsibility » Real polilical power
resided with the army. » Ultimate
control resides with the company’s
share-holders,

RESIGN

RESIGN TO —

resign yourself to sth also be
resigned to sth: to realize thal you
must accept a difficult or unpleasant
situation because you cannot change
it » /'d resigned myself to the fact that
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: my political career was over. resign

i yourself to doing sth aiso be resigned
: to doirg sth» She says she's now

o resigned to living on her own.

RESONATE

RESONATE WITH

resonate with st if an idea or plan
resonates with a particular group of
people, they approve of it and strongly
support it & The President's emphasis
on job ereation clearly resenated with
vorers.

RESCRT
RESORT TO +

resort to sth: to use a particular

method in order to try to achieve
something. because other methods
have failed » The government says it
is willing to resort to force if necessary
in order to get the hostages released.
resort to daing sth » During the
coldest winters, people would resort
to chopping up and burning their
furniture to keep warm.

RESOUND

RESOUND WITH, also RESOUND

0 —

resound with/ta sth: 1o be filled with
@ loud sound » On summer evenings,
the canyon resounds with the cries of
frogs and birds.

REST

REST ON, al50 REST UPON —

1 rest on/ upon sth: to depend on
something in order to succeed

b Success in business ultimately rests
on good judgment and luck.

2 rest on/ upon sth: to be based on a
particular idea or set of facts » The
case against my client rests entirely on
uncertain evidence.

3 sb's eyes rest on/ upon sth: if your
eyes rest on samething, you look at it
for a period of time after looking at
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other things » He stopped abruptly,
his eyes narrowing as they rested on
her face.
RESTUP —
rest up: to
relax and nat
do anything
for a period
of time

» We'll rest
up here for
the night and
drive on in the morping.

REST UPON S€€ REST ON

REST WITH

rest with sb. if a decision or duty rests
with someone, they are responsible
for it » The final decision gbovt the
case rests with the court.

» Responsibility for o child’s behaviour
should rest with the family.

RESULT

RESULT IN —

result in sth: to be the cause of
samething & The facrory will clase at
the end of the month, resulting in
5000 job losses. v o tragic occident
that resulted ir the death of three
children

RETURN

RETURN TO

1 return to sth: to continue doing an
activity, job etc again, after you had
stopped » fan finally gave ug trying to
entertain the children and relurned to
his newspaper.

2 return to sth: to talk again about
something that was mentioned hefore
» Let’s refurn to the subject of your
previous employment.

REV

REV UP -+

1rev up, rev up sth, rev sth up: if an
engine revs up or you rev it up, you

RESULT » REVERT

make [t work a lot faster by pressing
the control down hard & The police car
revved up and raced off inte the night.
2 rev up sth, rev sth up: to improve
something, for example by making it
maore exciting » He revved up his
game ard came back to win &-7,
revved-up apl made better, more
interesting, exciting etc & Their new
revved-up camerd also records dates
and titles on the fiim.

REVEL

REVEL IN -

revel in sth: to enjoy something very
much, especially praise, attention etc
» The champion ran around the track,
revelling in the applause from his fans.
» The singer seems o be revelling in
his new-found fame.

REVENGE

REVENGE YOURSELF ON, 250 BE
REVENGED ON —

revenge yourself on sh alsa be
revenged on sb: to punish a person
whao has harmed or upset you or
someaone you love » He swore to be
revenged on those who had kilied his
brather.

REVERT

REVERT TO —

1 revert to sth: to start doing o1 using
something again » After the divorce,
she reverted to using her own family
name.

2 revert to sth: to change back to a
previous state or condition & The Jand
soon reverted to its natural state,

3 revert to sb: if land or a building
reverls 10 someone, it becomes their
praperty again after belonging to
someone else » After the war, control
of the estale reverted to the Earl of
Narfoik.



REVOLVE » RIG

REVOLVE

REVOLVE ARQUND, alS0 REVOLVE
ROUND —

1 revolve around/ round sth/sh: to he
mainly about a particular subject or
persan » The story revolves around
Poole’s relationship with o marred
waman. ¥ a conversation that
revolved around the latest politicot
scandal

2 revolve around/ raund sth: if
something revolves around a
particular thing, that thing is mare
important than anything else » His
entire life revolves around music.

3 think the world revalves around
you: to think that you are more
important than anyone or anything
else » She thinks the woild revolves
around herself and her children.

RID

RID OF —

1 rid sth/ sb of sth/sb: to remove
someane or samething that is bad,
harmful, or causes problems » The
mayor offered a reward to anyone who
could rid the town of rats. » g
vaccination programme that finally
succeeded in ridding the world of
smallpax. rid yourself of » She
couldn't rid herself of her feelings of
inadequacy and failure.

2 be rid of sth{sb: to no longer have
something or someone that was
causing you problems » When the
teacher finally resigned, the school
was glad to be rid of him_ be well rid
of sthsb (=be lucky to be rid of
something or someone) » She was
lazy and incampetent — we're well rid
of her.

RIDOLE

8E RIDDLED WITH +

be riddled with sth: to be full of
something bad, unpleasant, or
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harmful » He died eight months later,
his body riddled with cancer. » There
were allegations that the police farce
was riddied with corruption.

RIDE

RIDE ON
ride on sth: if something important
rides on the result of something else,
it depends on it & 1t's really stressful
when you know that your whole future
may be riding on one exam,

RIDE QUT -

ride out sth, ride sth out: to manage
te get Lo the end of a difficult situation
withoul being badly harmed by it

» The Government js determined to
rige out the present crisis. ride out the
storm - Despite the scandal, | don't
think he'lf resign — my quess is fie'll
rice out the storm.
RIDE UP —

ride up: if a piece
of clothing,
especially a skirt,
rides up, it
gradually moves
upwards » She
reached forword to
pull down her
skfrt, which had
ridden up over her
thighs.

RIFLE

RIFLE THROUGH —

rifle through sth: to search quickly
through a cupboard, drawer, papers
elc, in order to find something » She
rifled through her wardrobe, looking
for a suitable dress.,

RIG

RIG OUT —

1lg sb out, rig out sb: 1o dress
someone in speclal or unusual clothes
» They rigged young Billy out in a blue
sailor suit,
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RIG UP —*

rig up sth, rig sth up: to quickly make
atemporary piece of equipment from
objects that you find around you

» One of the boys hod rigged up a sort
of tent by draping a large plastic sheet
over a pole.

RING

RING AROUND $ee RING ROUND
RING BACK —

ring back, ring sb back: to phone
someone for a second time, or to
phone someone who phoned you
when you were not available » Can /
give jane o message, or will you ring
back later?» Mr. Harrison's busy right
now, but Il ask him to ring you back.
RING IN —

ring In: to telephone the place where
you work or where you are expected
» foan rang in to say she was sick.
RING OFF

ring off. to end a phone call » Don't
ring off. I've something else to tell
you. & | have ta ring off now - there's
sormeone at the door.

RING OUT

ring out: if the sound of a bell, a voice,
gunshot elc rings out, you can hear it
loudly and clearly » Shots rang out
and at least 20 demonstrators fell to
the ground. » church bells ringing out
over the sunlit streets

RING ROUND, al50 RING AROUND —
ring round/ around, ring

roundf around sth/ sb: to phone
several people or places in order to
arrange ot find out something » 'm
just ringing round to remind
everybody about the meeting next
Friday. w { rang around afl the hotels in
town, but they were aff full.

RING UP -+

1 ring sb up, ring up sb, ring up: to
phone someone » He rang me up that

RING » RIP

same evening and asked me out fora
drink, » Sameone rang up while you
were oul.

2 ring up sth: if a company, especially
a shop, rings up a profit, it makes that
profit» They're expected fo ring up
another 28% rise in profits.

3 ring up sth: 1o spend a large amount
of money » He rang up o bitl of about
fiooe before caiching his flight home.

RINSE

RINSE OUT

1rinse sth out, rinse out sth: to wash
a piece of clothing or cloth quickly in
clean waler » | finsed out a few things
and put them on the rodietor (o dry.

2 rinse sth out, rinse out sth: o
quickly wash the inside of something,
usually using only water » Would you
rinse out a couple of mugs white /
make the coffee.

RIP

RIP INTO —

1ripinto sth: if a storm, an explosion,
or bullets rip into something, they hit
it violently and cause a lot of damage
» Tarnodoes ripped into the seutherm
part of the country last night.

zrip inte sb: to talk to someone
angrily and criticize them very strongly
» What's wrong with oid Moreton? He
ripped inta me just now for being two

i minutes lote.

RIP OFF —+
1 1ip sb off, rip off sb: to cheat
someane by making them pay much
mare than the usual price for
something & A ot of the taxi drivers
here will try and rip you off if they
think you're a fourist.
rip-off k when something is much
too expensive, making you feel you
are being cheated » £2.50 for a cup
of coffee ¢ 1t's a complete rip-off!
2 rip off sth, rip sth off: to quickly



RISE » ROB

remave a piece of clothing by pulling it
off in a careless or violent way

» Ripping off his tie and jocket, he
dived into the river.

3 rip off sth, rip sth off; to steal
someaone else's idea by copying
something that they have macde or
invented » Their songs are being
ripped off and copied by bands in
other countries.

4 rip off sth, rip sth off: to steal other
people’s money or possessions » He
was caught ripping off money from
church funds.

RIP THROUGH

rip through sth: ta go through
something very quickly and violently,
causing a lot of damage » A hoil of
bulfets ripped through the side of the
general's car.
RIP UP —
irip up sth,
rip sthup: to
tear
something
quickly and
violently into
small pieces
+ She ripped
up Tom’s
photograph and threw it an the fire.

2 rip up sth: to pull up something that
is fixed to the floor or the ground

» Vandals had chopped down trees
and ripped up fences,

RISE

RISE ABOVE —*

1 rise above sth: to not let a bad
situation affect or influence you » He
had the ability to rise above the petty
differences of party politics.

2 rise above sth: to be much better
than the standard that someane or
something else achieves & Evans is
the one player capable of rising above
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the pretty poar pecformance of his
team.

RISE AGAINST

rise against sbf sth: to start to fight
against your ruler or government

 » The peopie were urged to rise
- against their colonial rufers,

RISE UP

1 rise up: if a mountain, clilf, wall etc.
rises up. it appears as a very tall
shape b Sheer chiffs rose up around
them an all sides. » steep forested
banks rising up from the waters of the
fake

2 rise up: ta go upwards » The birds

© suddenly rose up into the air and flew
i away. & Smoke was rfsing up from the

chimney.
3 rise up: if a feeling o1 thoughl rises
up in you, you suddenly have that
feeling or thought » [ could feel the
anger risiig up inside me.
4 rise up: to start to fight against your
ruler or government » Orne day the
people will rise up and overthiow this
tyrant. + against b The peasants rose
up in armed rebellion ogainst King
Richard,
uprising » an aitempt by a group of
people to defeal their rulers or
government & the popular uprising
against President Ceaucescu
5 rise up: lo stand after you have been
sitting, kneeling, or lying down » The
young organist stopped playing and
rose up from Wis seat.
ROB
ROB OF —
rob sb/ sth of sth: to take away an
important quality, ability, right etc
from sameone or something
> Wilson's early foilures had
completely robbed him of his
confidence.
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ROLL

ROLL

AROUND,

also ROLL -
ABOUT — ‘i‘:gi.
roll aroundf =
about: to
laugh at '\
something so i\
much that

your body moves around » Harry's
Jjokes had us all rolling about
helplessly roll around / about with
laughter » The two boys were rolling
around with laughter at the memory of
what had happened.

ROLL AROUND, /S0 ROLL ROUND  *
roll around/ round: to come or happen
again as expecled » By the time the
evening rolfed around, we felt it was
time to go home.

ROLL AWAY —

roll away: if countryside rolls away,
you can see for a long distance over it
» The grassy plains roll away in afl
directions as far as the eye can see.
ROLL BACK —

1 roll back sth, roll sth back: to reduce
the puwer or influence of a system,
government ete » reforms aimed at
rolling back state control of the
economiy

2 voll sth back, roll back sth: to
reduce the cost of something » The
Senate voted to roll back fuel tax by 5
cents @ galion.

ROLL BY —

years/ months roll by: if years or
months roll by, time passes, especially
quickly » As the years rolled by, we
saw less ond less of our wealthy
cousins.

ROLL COWN —

roll down sth, roll sth down: to open a
carwindow by making the glass move

ROLL

down. roll down the window » Dad,
will you rofl down your window o httle?
ROLLIN —

1roll in: if money, letters etc rollin,
large amounts of them arrive » Letters
from fans keep rolting in. come rolling
inw Sales of the new drug were
rnassive and the profits came rolling in.
2 roll in: if clouds, starms, mist etc roll
in, they move into an area » A blamket
of fog rolled in from the sea.

3 be rolling in money alsc be rolling
in it: to be very rich & Her new
husband’s absolutely ralling in it.
ROLL IN, aiso ROLL INTO

roll in, rell into sth: 1o arrive
somewhere, usually late » 1 waos affer
nudnight when he finally rolled i,

» You can't just roll into the office two
hours late.

ROLL ON —

aroll on: if 2 period of time or a
process rolls on, it continues to pass
or happen » The long ceremony rofled
on towards its climax.

2 roll on Friday/ summer etc!: used ta
say that you want a more enjoyable
time such as Friday or summer to

i come suon » Fve hod enough of work
i this week - roll on the weekend!

ROLL QUT

1 roll out sth, roll sth out: to make a
food mixture Mat and thin before you
cook it, by rolling a tube-shaped
object over it b Roll out the pastry

£ thinly on a lightly flovred surface.
¢ zroll out sth, roll sth out: to unfold

something that has been folded inta a
round shape & We roiled out our
sleeping bags inside the tent.

3 roll out sth, roll sth out: to make a
new product available lor people to
buy or use » It's somme time since they
rolted out their lalest compruter
Drocessor.



ROMP » ROOT

ROLL OVER
1a. oll over: to turn your body when
you are lying down, so that you are
lying on the other side of your body
® She rolled over and went back to
sleep. :
b. roll sb over: 1o turn somecne’s body
when they are lying down so that they
are lying on the other side of their
body » Magee knelt beside the dying
man and rolled fiim over onto his
back.
2 roll aver sth, roll sth over: to
officially arrange to pay a debt later
than you are usually supposed to
» The gavernment has approved o low
that rolls over the tax debt until the
following year.
3 roll over: to allow someone to force
you te do something without making
any effort to stop them » You're not
going to rall over and let them close
down the business, are you?
ROLLUP —+
1 rall up sth, roll sth up: to turn the
ends of your sleeves or trousers over
several times in order to make them
shorter. roll up your sleeves/trousers
» The boatmen rolled up their trouser
legs end waded ashore.
2 roll up sth, rall sth up: to make
spmething made of paper, cloth etc into
the shape of a tube or ball » just rolf up
the carpet and fake it downstairs.
w She paused to roll up the mogoezines
and push them into her bag.
rolled-up apj rolled-up paper, cloth
etc has been folded over and made
into the shape of a tube » Bertie
was busy swatting fiies with a roled-
up newspaper.
3 rall up sth, rell sth up: to wrap
something in paper, cloth, bread et
that forms a tube shape around it.
+ in® chicken pieces rolled up in cori
tortillas

4 roll up:
if an animal
rolls up, it

curls its body " /
into the /

shape of a Vs
ball with its -
tail close to 4 4

its head N

» When

threatened, o
hedgehog will rall up inta a tight ball.
5 roll up: to arrive somewhere,
especially in large numbers orina
wehicle b Thousands rolled up to
watch the race.

6 roll up sth, rell sth up: ta close a car
window by making the glass move up.
roll up the window » | ralled up my
window - jt was getting cold.

ROMP

ROMP THROUGH —

romp through sth: to succeed in doing
something quickly and easily » He
romped through every game and won
the first set 6-0.

ROOF

ROOF IN, af50 ROOF OVER +
raof in/ over sth, roof sth In/ over: to
cover an open space by building a roof
over it » The old swimming poo! had
been roofed over with glass panels.

ROOM

ROOM WITH —

room with sb: to share the room that
you live in with someane & You
remember Maria — [ roomed with her
af callege.

ROOT

ROOT FOR —+

1 root for sb: to give support or
encouragement to someane » Good
luck - we'll all be rooting for you!

2 root for sb: to support a sports team
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or player by shouting and cheering

» We were all reoting for Greer Bay to
win the Championship Gome,

BE ROOTED IN —

be rooted in sth: to have developed
fram something and be strongly
influenced by it & political policies that
are rooted in Marxist theory

ROOT OUT

1 reot out sth/ sb, root sth/ sb out: ta
find out where a particular kind of
problem exists and get rid of it » The
new Chief Officer promised to roat out
corruption in the city's police force. » a
campalgn to root out racism and
sexism in the music industry

2 raot out sth, root sth out: to find
something by searching for it & ['ve
got a sleeping bag somewhere — {'lf
root it out for pou next time you come.
ROOT UP —

rost sth up, root up sth: fo dig or pull
a plant and its roots out of the ground
v il just root up these weeds

ROPE

ROPE IN, al50 ROPE INTO —

rope sh in, rope in sb, rope shinto
sth: to persuade somecne 1o help you
do something, especially when they
do not want to, get roped In

» Whenever they need someone (o
look after the kids, I get reped in. rape
sb Into doing sth » Have they roped
you fnto selling tickets? rope sbin to
do sth » We've roped Dad in to help
with the entertainment.

ROPE OFF *

rope off sth, rope sth off: to put ropes
around an area, to stop people from
going into it & Police roped off the
area where the body was found.
ROT

ROT AWAY —

rot away: to decay and disappear
through a gradual natural process

i »>

» Qut int the rofn-soaked fields, the
potalo crop was gradually rotting
away.

ROT DOWN +

rot down: if leaves, plants etc rot
down, they decay by a gradual natural
process and become soil = Cover the
weeds with black plastic so that they
rot down.

ROUGH

ROUGH OUT —

rough out sth, reugh sth out: to draw
or write something without including
all the exact delails » { saf down at my
desk and begai to rough out a report.
ROUGH UP -+

rough up sb, rough sb up: to artack
someone and hurt them by hitting
them w t wasa't worch the risk of
being arrested and getting roughed
up by the police

ROUND

ROUND DOWN —

round down sth, round sth down: to
reduce an exact number to the nearest
whale number, or to the nearest 10,
100 etc below it. + to » Please do not
Include pence. Round dawn your
colculations to the nearest pound.
ROUND OFF —

1 round off sth, round sth off: 10 be a
pleasant and suitable way of ending
an event, or to do something as a
pleasant and suitable way of ending it
» Fresh strawberries will round the
meal off micely. + with » We ounded
off the evening with carols around the
Chiistmas tree.

2 round off sth, round sth off, round
off: to change an exact number to the
nearest whole number » Peter's net
Income after taxes was £3,159
(rounding off to the nearest pound),
ROUND ON, aiso ROUND UPON —+
round an/ upon sb: to suddenly attack



RUB » RUCK

someone when they do not expect it,
either physically or by speaking
angrily to them » Sibyl rounded on
him, knife in hand, and he moved buck
out of her reach.

ROUND UP —

1 round sby sth up, round up sbfsth:
to find and gather a group of people or
animals together » See if you can
round up a few friends to help you.

v They rounded up the ponies and
drove them into the corral,

2 round up sh, round sb up: to search
for and find a particular group of
people and force them to go to prison
» Police quickly rounded up dozens af
suspected terrorists and threw them in
jail.

3 round up sth, round sth up: to
increase an exact number to the
nearest higher whale number, or the
nearest 10, 100 etc above it = The tota!
came to £299.50, s0 ! rounded it up to
f300.

ROUND UPON Se€ ROUND ON

RUB

RUB ALONG

rub along: if two people rub along,
they live or work together in a fairly
friendly way &= Me and my workmates
rub along OK most of the time.

RUB DOWN

rub down sh/ sth, rub sb/ sth down: to
dry a person or animal by rubbing
them with a towel » He was rubbing
down his horse in the stable yard,
RUB IN —

1rub it in: to deliberately remind
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someone about something that they

i want to forget » “Just remember thot

wihile you're unemployed, I have to
pay for everything.” "AN right, there’s
a0 need (o rub it "

2 rub sth in, rub in sth, rub sth inte
sth: to put a cream or oil onto
someone’s skin, hair etc and rub it in
order to make it go into their skin, hair
etc » Always keep hond cream
available in the kitchen and rub it jn
frequently.

RUB OFF —

1a. rub off sth, rub sth off, rub sth off
sth: to remove something from a
surface by rubbing it » Mr Owen took
one ook at the drawing on the
blackboard, and rubbed it off.

b. rub off: to come off the surface of
something because of being rubbed
» She noticed that the necklace was a
forgery when the geld colouring
began to rub off.

2 rub off: if someone else's quality,
feeling, ar habit rubs off on you, you
start to have it too & We hoped that
same of Procter’s fighting spint would
rub off and inspire the others. rub off
on sh» The teacher's enthusiasm had
clearly rubbed off on the children.
RUB OUT -~

rub out sth, rub sth out: to remove
wriling or pictures from paper by
rubbing it with a piece of rubber, or
remave writing or pictures from a
board by rubbing it with a clath » Da it
in pencil first ther you can rub it out.

RUCK

RUCK UP —

ruck up, ruck up sth, ruck sth up: ifa
piece of cloth or clathing rucks up or if
you ruck it up, it gets pulled upwards
and forms falds in an untidy way

® floro had bent forward, rucking ug
her skirt. be rucked up & Your shirt’s
alf rucked up ot the back.
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RUFFLE

RUFFLE UP —

ruffie up sth, ruffle sth up: to make a
smooth surface uneven » She ruffled
up his hair affectionately. v Birds ruffle
up their feathers to keep warm

RULE

RULE OUT —

1 rule out sth, rule sth out: to decide
that something is not possible or
suitable » The police fiave ruled cut
murder, saying the girf probably
committed suicide. & Job losses
cannot be ruied out.

2 rule out sth, rule sth out: to make it
impossible for something te happen
» The severe weather ruled out any
attempts to reach the survivors by
helicopter.

RUN

RUN ACROSS —

run across sh/ sth: to meet someone
or find something by chance » He ran
across his ofd friend as fie was coming
out of a restaurant, ¥ | ran across an
advertisement in the poper, which sqid
they were looking for English teachers
for Japan.

RUN AFTER —

17un after sb/sth: to chase someone
or something & My fother ran after the
thieves, but they gat gway. » She
began to run after him, calling his
name.

2 run after sb: to keep trying to
persuade someone o have a romantic
or sexual relationship with you

» When we were at college shie was
always running after some man or
ather.

RUN ALONG —

run along!: used to tell a child to go
away » Run aleng now chitdren! it's
time you were fn bed!

RUN AROUND, alS0 RUN ROUND
run around / round: o be vary busy
doing a lat of different 1hings, and
rushing from one place to another. run
around/ round doing sth » ['ve been
ruaniag arownd GIf morning trying (o
get everything ready for Cathy’s
birthday.
RUN AROUND AFTER, Giso RUN
ROUND AFTER —
run around / round after sb: to be busy
doing a lot of small jobs for someone,
especially when that person could
easily do them himself or herself
> His lost wife got fed up with running
around after him all the time,
RUN AROUND WITH —+
run around with sb: to spend a lot of
time with somecne and be friendly
with them  Jony used to run around
with a gang of students from the art
college.
RUN AWAY —
1 run away: to leave somewhere by
running, especially in order to escape
» When the police arnved, one man
ran away and the other made his
escape in a car.
2 run away: Lo leave the place where
you live, especially without telling
anyone, because you are unhappy
there s When she was young she
wartted to run away and join the
circus. run away from home » Darven
ran away from home five times in two
years,
runaway r someone who has
secretly run away from their home
» Many homeless people start out
0s teenage runaways from broken
homes
3 run away: to try to avoid dealing
with a problem. + from - He shouldn't
keep running away from his
responsibilities. » You can't run away
from these things forever.



RUN

RUN AWAY WITH

1 run away with sb: to secretly leave
wour wife, husband ete, in order 10 go
and live with somecne else » Derek
abandoned his wife and ran oway to
Italy with a singer.

2 run away with sth: to win something
easily such as a competition, game, or
prize b They ran away with the
championship, scoring nearly twice as
many points as their nearest rival,

3 let your imagination/ emotions etc
Tun away with you: to become very
excited, upset, or worried, hecause
you think thar something may have
happened, even though this seems
very unlikely » You musta't let your
imagination run gway with you. I'm
sure your son's perfectly OK.

4 run away with the idea afso run
away with the impression: to wrongly
think that samething is true » / don't
want peaple running away with the
Idea that this is going to be easy.

RUN BY —

1 run sth by sb again: to say
something to someone again, in order
to make sure they have understood it
» Sorry, was thinking obout
samething else. Can you run that one
by me again?

2 run sth by sh: to tell someone about
somelhing such as a plan or idea, for
example in order to find out what they
think of it » /f sounds like a good idea,
but we'd better run it by Michael first.
RUN DOWN —

1 run down sh, run sb down: to drive
into someone and hurt or kill them
almaost got run down by @ bus os | was
crassing the road.

2 run sb/ sth down, run down sb/sth:
Lo criticize someone or something,
especially unfalrly » Never run down
your previous emplayer at an
interview. It will afways reflect badiy
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on you. run yourself down » Asa
natfon we're always running ourselves
down.

3 be run dewn: to feel tired and
unhealthy because you have been
waorking too hard, not getting enough
sleep etc = fs Sue all right? She
looked rather run down when | last
saw her.

4 run down sth, run sth down: to
gradually redure the amount of work
that a company or other organization
does, in order to prepare for closing it
w The tocal hospital was being run
down and no forrger tock emergency
cases.

5 run down sth, run sth down: to let
something such as a company or
economy get into very bad condition
® They occused the previous
government of deliberately runiing
down manufacturing industry

6 run down, run down sth, run sth
down: if supplies of something run
down, or are run down, they gradually
all get used » Supplies of gas from the
North Sea will proably start to run
down within the next 20 years.

- 7 run down sth: te quickly look at or

read aloud a list of things or people
¥ Do you want me to run down the list
of possible condidates?
rundown n a short report or
explanation in which you mention
the most important information » a
brief rundown of the main decisions
that had been made
RUN FOR —
1 run for sth: to try Lo be elected to a
particular position » Burns wants ta
run for governor at the next election.
run for office (=try to be elected to an
important political position) » She has
made no secret of her wish to run for

 office.

2 run for it: to run as quickly as you
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can, especially in order to escape » /
think he's seen us. We'd better run for
it

RUN INTC —

1 run inta sb: to meet someone you
know by chance » While / was in Pacis
1 ran into an old school-friend who |
hadn’t seen in years.

2 run into sth: to suddenly experience
problems, difficulties etc and have to
deal with them » The company had
run into serious financial difficulties
during the recession. » Plans to build
the airport have run into strong
opposition from local residents,

3 run into hundreds/ thousands etc:
to reach a total of several hundreds,
thousands etc » The cost of repairing
the demage is expected to run into
millions of dotlars

4 run into sth: to accidentally drive
into samething such as a car or a wall
» Someone had run into the back of
the bus.

5 run iinta sth: if one thing runs into
another, for example another waord,
colour, or quality, it jeins it and mixes
with it » The words seemed to run into
each other, and | couldn't catch what
she was saying.

RUN OFF —

1 run off: to leave somewhere by
running, for example to avoid being
caught v The robbers ran off down @
nearby streel.

2 run off: to suddenly leave someone
or leave the place where you live,
without telling anyone w His wife ran
off and left him.» The popular story is
that Arthur was so heartbroken that
he ran off to Africa.

3 run off sth, run sth off: to quickly
print several copies of something

» Mowadays you can run off your
fnvitations on a laser printer for
virtually nothing.

4 run off sth, run sth off sth: to work
by using power from a particular
power supply & {t's designed to run off
batteries or mains electricity.

RUN OFF WITH —*

1 run off with sb: to secretly go away
with someone and have a romantic or
sexual relationship with them » His
wife ron off with someone she met at
wark, and left Joe with two kids to
bring up.

2 run off

with sth:

to steal

something &

and take it Fcdd]
away » Her I
employers <& _—
thought she

had run off

with the contents of the safe.

RUNON

1 run on sth, run sth on sth: to
operate, or operate something, using
a particular kind of computer or
computer system & The software will
rurt o any PC. » Can you rin it on
Windows 987

2 run on: to conlinue happening for
longer than was expected » The
meeting ran on untit after 6 o'clock.

3 run on sth, run sth on sth: to use a
particular kind of fuel or power supply,
or make something do this » Every
new car that is sold in the UK must be
able to run on vnleaded fuel.

4 tun on: to talk for a long time,
especially when other pecple are not
interested. + about » My dad will run
on for hours about golf if you give him
the chance.

RUN OUT —

1 run out: if you run out of something,
you have no more of it left because
you have used all of it » “Is there any
mere cat food?" "No. We've run out.”



RUN

run out of sth » Held better hurry up.
We're running out of time. » They
never seemed (o run out of things to
say to each other.

2 run out: if something runs out, there
is no more of it left » Their adventure
lasted until the morey run out. » My
husband tries to be sympathetic, but |
can tell his patience js running out.

3 run out: if ticket or an official
document runs out, it reaches the end
of the time when |t is officially allowed
to be used or have an effect » His
contract with the club is due to run out
in December. » My passport wor't rurr
out for at least onother year.

4 run out of steam o/so run out of gas:
to no longer feel eager or energelic
enough to do something » She always
starts playing briiantly, but runs aut
of steam after the first few sets.

RUN OUT OF

1 run out of sth —see pun our 1

2 run sb out of sth: to force someone
to leave @ town or area - They burni
his house down and ran him out of the
district, run sb out of town » Her
father threatened to run him out of
town if he 50 much as went near the
gitl.

RUN QUTON *

fun out on sh: to suddenly leave your
wife, husband. friends etc » joey's
wife had run out on him 13 years
earlier.

RUN OVER —

1 run over sb/ sth, run sh/ sth over: to
drive over someone or something,
especially with the result that they are
injured or killed » Barthes was run
over by a laundry van as he was
crossing a busy Paris street, » Lee was
really upset when her cat got run over.
2 run over sth: to quickly explain
something to someone » (Y just run
over how the burglar alarnt works.

3 run over sth: to quickly read or
repeat something in arder to
remember it of lo check that it is
carrect » Seart ran over his notes orne
last time, then mode Bis way to the
exam hall.

4 run over also run aver time: if
something runs over or runs over time,
it continues past the time when it was
planned to end » We should be
through by eight, but the session
gt fun over. + into B The tunnei
project ran over into the following
yeat.

5 run sth over in your mind aiso your
mind runs over sth: to think about
something such as a series of events,
possibilities etc » She let her mind run
over the evertts of the previous day.
RUN ROUND 5€€ RUN AROUND

RUN ROUND AFTER 5€€ RUN
AROUND AFTER

RUN THROUGH —

1 run through sth: if an idea, quality,
feeling ete runs through something, it
is presentin all of it » This sense of
sadness ond loss runs through many
of Housman's poems.

1 2 Tun through si: if a feeiing runs

through you, you suddenly feel it very
strongly » He felt a thrill of excitement
run thraugh him at the mention of her
fme.

3 run through sb's mind: if something
runs through your mind, you think
about it or imagine it » The thought
ron through my mind that the other
man was probably as frightened as |
was.

g run through sth: to think about or
imagine something from beginning ta
end » Helen ran through the scene in
her mind again and again.

5 run through sth: to quickly read or
look at something, especially in order
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to check or find something » She ran
through the names in the natebook ta
see if there were any that she
recognized.
6 run through sth: ta quickly talk
about or explain something from
beginning to end » Can you run
thraugh your movements an the night
of the murdes?
7 run through sth: to quickly do a
series of things, especially in order to
practise them & { think we'll start by
runring through the apening dance
routine.
run-through 1 when you do a series
of things, especially in order to
practise them » They did o complete
run-through of the whole play, and it
went off pedfectly.
B run sth through sth: to ask a
computer to check something, change
It, do calculations with it etc = The
palice run this information through a
special database.
9 run sb through: to push a sharp
weapon through somecne’s body.
+ with » He rushed forword and ran
him through with o bayonet.
RUNTO —
1 run ta sth: to reach a particular
number or amount, especially a large
one » The report runs to severaf
hundred pages. » Dinner for two
should run to around £50.
2 can/ will run to sth: to have enough
money to be able to pay for something
» We couldn’t quite run (o vintage
champagne, so we chose o decent
battle of wine instead.
3 run te sh: to go to someone and
expect them to help or protect you
» Natalie had rur to her new fover,
oniy to be turned away. come running
to sb [=expect someone to help and
protect you when you should be able
to deal with a problem yourself)

# Whenever theres the slightest
prablem he always comes wnming (o
me.

RUN UP —

1 run up: to suddenly run to where
someane ar something is + 4 man
with a gun can up and shot him dead
+ to» Anae ran furiousty up to Mrs
tynde, “Fhate you!” she shouted.

2 run up debts/a bill etc: to borrow

or have to pay a lot of money for

something = While she was at college
she wan up o huge phone bill,

3 run up sth: to succeed in achieving
somathing & The Sorics ron up 64
victaries ihis year.

4 run up sth, run sthoup: if you run up
a flag, you raise it on a pole, usually
by pulling a rope = The school ran up
the South African flag in honotr of
Mandela’s visit

5 run up sth, run sth up: to quickly
make something, especially a piece of
clothing using a sewing machine » I/
give her the moteriol, she can easily
run up the dress for me at home,

RUN UP AGAINST —

run up against sth/sb: to have to deal

: with unexpected problems, a difficult
i opponent etc & The developers have

rewn up against strang opposition from
the focal community.

RUSH

RUSH AROUND, /S0 RUSH

© ABOUT

rush around/ about, rush around/

- about sth: to move around quickly and

busily doing a lot of Lhings » i've been
rushing arourrd il day trying to get
ready for my holiday.

RUSH IN, /S0 RUSH INTO —

rush in, rush into sth, rush sb inte sth:
to do something quickly, especially
without thinking about it carefully
enough, or lo make someone do this



RUST » RUSTLE

¥ The President insisted that he would
nat be rushed into a decision. rush
Into doing sth » The couple explained
that they didn’t want to rush into
having children. rush into things.
(=rush Into something) » We haven't
talked cbout marvioge yet. We don’t
want to rush into things.

RUSH OFF —

rush off: to leave very suddenly or
quickly » There's no need to rush off
Just yet, we've got plenty of tine.

b Sorry to rush off Nke this. | promise
'l be free tomorrow.

RUSH OUT —

rush out sth, rush sth out: to produce
a new product very quickly, especially
because a lot of people want to buy it
» A special video of the series was
rushed out in time for Christmas.
RUSH THROUGH —

rush through sth, rush sth through: to
pass a law or deal with official
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business as quickly as possible » The
governmen! rushed through the Public
Order Act in response to the rioting.
RUST

RUST AWAY -

rust away: lo be damaged and
gradually destroyed by rust » He had

i an ol Cadillac which was quietly

rusting away in fils garage.

RUST UP —

rust up: if something rusts up, so
much rust forms on it that it does not
work & The house hod metol windows
that had complelely rusted up. be
rusted up » The car radfator was all
rusted up and kept overheating.
RUSTLE

RUSTLE UP —+

rustle up sth, rustle sth up: to find or
make something quickly b Mel went

: downstairs to rustie up some

breaxfast.
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Ss

SADDLE

SADDLE UP

saddle up, saddle up sth, saddle sth
up: to put a saddle on a horse's back
» We saddled up and set off back to
the form,
SADDLE
WITH —
saddle sb
with sth: Lo
give someone
ajob,
responsibility,
or problem
that they do not want » f've been
saddled with the job of organizing the
kids' party. saddle yourself with

» Students are saddling themselves
with enormaus debts to pay their
living expenses.

SAFEGUARD

SAFEGUARD AGAINST —

safeguard against sth: to do
something to prevent something bad
from happening » information about
how to safeguard against iness when
travelling in tropical countries

SAIL

SAIL THROUGH —

sail through, sail through sth: to pass
a test or deal with a difficult
experience very easily » Same women
saif through pregaancy without any
problems of alf.

SALT

SALT AWAY —

salt away sth, salt sth away: to save
money for the future, especially
money that you have got dishonestly

» Drug traffickers are s g uwey
their funds end then coming out of
prison to a life of luxury.

SANDWICH

8E SANDWICHED BETWEEN ~

be sandwiched between sth: to be in
a small space between two much
larger people or things & The cor was
sandwiched befween two hige Hueks.
SAVE

SAVE ON —

1 5ave on sth: to spend less money on
something than you did before » if{

i cycled to work [ could save on pelrol
i v We maved to a smaller apartment to
I save onrent.

2 save on sth: to reduce the amount of
work that you have to do » Let's t5e
poper plates — it'lf save on the
washing up.

SAVE UP —

save up, save up sth, save sth up: to
keep money 5o that you can use itin
the future, especially when you add
more money every week, month etc

 {f you ward to buy a car, you'll have
10 Start saving up row. » We've saved
up £2000 5o for, + for » I'm seving up
for a holiday.

SAW

SAW UP —

saw up sth, saw sth up: to cut
spmething into many pieces using a
saw b | sawed up the fallen tree for

: firewaod.

SAY

SAY FOR *

1t says a lot for sb/ sth: to show that
someone or something has a lot of
good qualities & /t says a lot for
Darren that he gives up his Saturdays
to coach the kids' football team.

2 not say much for sth: to show that
something is not of a high standard or



SCALE » 5CO0OP

quality » These results don't say much
for the quality of the teaching.

SCALE
SCALE DOWN, 0lS0 SCALE BACK —
1 scale down/ back sth, scale sth
down/ back: 10 make something such
as an organizalion or activity smaller,
or spend less money an something
» Several countiies have scaled down
their plans for expanding nuctear
power » The whole industry is scaling
back.
scaled-down aiso scaled-back Ao
reduced or made smaller » The
plarning committee eventuolly
agreed on a scaled-down version of
the project.
2 stale down sth, scale sth down: to
reduce the size of something such as a
drawing or a model = The design will
have to be scaled down before we can
publish it.
scaled-down ani reduced to a
smaller size » g scaled-down model
of the statiue
SCALEUP
1 scale up sth, scale sth up: to make
something such as an organization
bigger, or do more of an activity than
before » The comparny is scaling up
production of mobile phones,
2 scale up sth, scale sth up: to
increase the size of something such as
a drawing or a model » Does the
software allow graphics te be scaled
up and down?

SCAN

SCANIN —

scan in sth, scan sth in: to copy
images from paper onto a computer
screen # You can pui in five or ten
pages of text and scon them in
automatically,
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SCARE
SCARE AWAY, GfSO SCARE OFF —
1scare . E
away/ off
sb, scare
sb away/
off: to
make a
person or
animal go
away by
frightening them & Her sister came
home unexpectedly and scored the
intruder off.

2 scare away/ off sh, scare sb away/
off: Lo stop someone from doing
something they intended to do, by
making them feel worried or nervous
w The mayor blames the media for
exoggerating the city's crime problem
and scaring tourists away. » Rising
prices are scaring off many potential
customers.

SCHLEP

SCHLEP ARQUND

schlep around, schlep around sth: to
spend time relaxing and not doing
much » | spent the next couple of days
Just schlepping around the house.

SCHOOL

BE SCHOOLED IN —

be schooled in sth: to have been
thoroughly taught something » He had
been carefully schooled in the duties
of the monarchy.

SCOoOP

SCOOP OUT

scoop out sih, scoap sth out: to
remove the inside part of something
using your hand, or a spoon » Cuf the

: melon in haif and scoop ot the seeds.

SCOOQP UP —

: scoop up sth, scoop sth up: to put
¢ your hands under something and ift it
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up with a guick movement » His
mother scooped him up fa her arms
and cuddled him

SCOPE

SCOPE OUT —

scope out sth/ sb, scope sth/sh aut:
to look at something or someone to

see what they are like » At our high

school dances, we used to scope oul
the prettiest girls first thing.

SCORE

SCORE OFF —

score off sb: to Lry 10 make someone
seem stupid and make yourself seem
clever » | never liked Professor Lyle -
he was always trying to score off his

students.

SCouT

SCOUT AROUND, @50 SCOUT
ABOUT, SCOUT ROUND —

scout around/ about/ round: 1o look
for something in a particular area

» We haven't got much food in. 'l
scout around in the village and see
what ! can find. + for v { put up the
tent and then went scouting round for
firewood.

SCOUT OUT »

scout out sth: to examine an area in
order to get information about it,
especially in a military situation

v They had sent in advance troops to
scout out the dangers.

SCOUT ROUND See SCOUT AROUND

SCRABBLE

SCRABBLE AROUND, 0150 SCRABBLE
ABOUT, SCRABBLE ROUND —

1 scrabble around/ about/ round: to
try to find something by making quick
movementis with your fingers = She
scrabbled around for a piece of paper
to write an.

2 scrabble around/ about/ round: to
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try to find a way of setting something
that you need urgently. + for = They

found themseives serobhling around

for alternative saurces of income.

SCRAMBLE
SCRAMBLE FOR
scramble for sth: to struggle or

¢ compete with other people Lo gel or

reach something » People scrambled
far the exits as flomes tore through the
buitding.

SCRAPE

SCRAPE BY —+

scrape by: to just about manage to do
something such as pass an exam, or
have just enough money Lo pay far
things & Somehow she scrapes by on
just £120 0 week. » Bob barely
scraped by in college.

SCRAPE IN, al50 SCRAPE INTO +
sterape In, scrape into sth: to only jusl
succeed in winning something or
getling a particular job or position

» The Socfalist condidate scraped in
with a majority of only 8o votes.
SCRAPE THROUGH *

scrape through, scrape through sth:
to only just succeed in passing an
examination or course, of winning a
game, competition etc. + ta » fohnson
just manged fo scrope through to the
finals, winning 12 paints to 11,
SCRAPE TOGETHER, G/S0 SCRAPE
up —

scrape together/ up sth, scrape sth
together/ up: to manage to get
enough maney for something, even
though this is difficult & The brothers
eventually scraped together enough
maney to buy the farm.

SCRATCH

SCRATCH ARQUND, 250 SCRATCH
ABOUT, SCRATCH ROUND —
scrateh around/ about/ round: to try



SCREEN » SCRIMP

hard and aften with difficulty to find
maoney, food, or samething else you
need. + far » | spent the next couple
of months scratching around for a
room ta rent.

SCREEN
SCREEN
OFF —
screen off
sth, screen
sth off: to
separate one
part of a
room, garden
etc from the
rest of it with
a curtain or something similar» An
area at the far end of the hall had
been screened off os o waiting-room.
SCREEN OUT —

1 screen out sh, screen sb out: to
make sure that people you do not
want do not succeed in getting a job in
an organization ® strict procedures to
sceen out job applicants with ciminal
records

2 screen out sth, screen sth out: to
prevent harmful or unwanted light,
gas, sound etc from entering
somewhere or affecting something

® a face cream that screens put
harmful UV rays from the sun

SCREW

SCREW AROUND *

1 screw around: to waste time doing
silly or annoying things » The guys in
the back of the class always used fo
screw around ond learn nothing.

2 screw sh around: to cause problems
for someone, for example by changing
your mind a lot or stopping them
doing something w» The innnigration
office really screwed us around, and it
was three months before we got our
vsas,
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SCREW ARDUND WITH —»
screw around with sth: to make
unnecessary and annoying changes

to something » He spent the afterncon
screwing around with my computer.

SCREW OUT OF —

screw sth out of sb: to force someone
to give you money or information

& landlords wie screw all the money
they can out of their terants

SCREW OVER >

screw sb over, screw over sb: to
deceive someane, especially to get
maney from them, or Lo cause
someane a ot of problems » No
wonder workers feel sore when their
oW UMIONS are screwing them over.
SCREW UP —

1 screw sb up: to make someaone feel
unhappy, anxious, and confused for a
long period of time » f used to do a fot
of drugs, and they really screwed me
ug.

screwed-up vl > a screwed-up rich
kid » The guy's really screwed-up.

2 screw up, screw up sth, screw sth
up: to make a mistake or to spoil
something » Somebody screwed up,
and the email got copied to the wrong
people. » Dan't ask Chartie to do it -
he always screws things up.

3 serew up sth, screw sth up: 1o twist
and crush a piece of paper with your
hands e kim screwed up the letter and
threw it in the bim

SCRIBBLE

SCRIBBLE DOWN

scribble down sth, seribble sth down:
to write something quickly » f
scribbied down his phone number and
pramised to cail.

SCRIMP

i SCRIMP ON »
: serimp on sth: Lo spend less money
i than you should do on something
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» There’s no point in scrimping on
essentials like heating.

SCRUNCH

SCRUNCH UP —

1 scrunch up sth, serunch sth up: to
twist or crush something into a small
shape » I scrunched up the report !
was writing and started aver.

2 scrunch up: if people scrunch up,
they sit or stand very close to each
other to make more room for other
people » Scrunch up, please! More
people are waiting to get on the bus,

SEAL

SEAL OFF —

seal off sth, seal sth off. to stop
people from enteting an area or
building, for example because it is
dangerous » The whofe area has been
sealed off following the discovery of
an unexploded bomb,

SEARCH

SEARCH FOR -

1 search for sb/ sth, search sth for
sb/sth: to look hard for something in
a parlicular place » Firefighters are
still searching the buitding for anyone
left alive.

2 search for sth, search sth for sth: to
try to find a selution to a problem or
an explanation for something » The
money will be used to search fora
cure for cancer.

SEARCH THROUGH —

search through sth: to look at or in
several things in order to find
something in particular » Police
patrolled the airport, searching
through journalists’ bags.

SECTION

SECTION OFF +

section off sth, section sth off: to
separate part of an area or building
from the rest » Part of the field was

sectioned off to be used a5 o iren's

play area.

SEE

SEE ABOUT —

1 see about sth: to arrange to deal
with or find out about something » 'm
too tired to phone them now - ' see
wbout it in the morning.

z I'll} we'll have to see about that:
used to tell someone that you do not
know if something will be possible

» "Dad, can [ go to the ball game?™
“We'll have to see ubout that.”

3 we'll see about that: used to say that

you intend 1o stop someone from daing
something that they are planning to do
» You're thinking of leaving school, are
you? Well, we'll see about that!

SEEIN —

1 see sth in sh: to notice something
good or attractive about someone thal
makes you like them = He saw in her o
rare mixture of intelligence and good
humour.

2 | don't know what sb sees In

: shfsth: used Lo say that you do not

understand why someone likes
someone or something » He treats her
so badly. ! just den't know what she
sees in him,

3 see sh in, see in sb also see sb into
sth: to show a visitor the way into a
building, office etc » The receptionist
will see you fn.

SEE OFF —

15eesh
off: to go
toan
airport,
train
station
etcto
say
goodbye
to someone who is leaving » My best




SEEK » SELL

friend Judy came to the airport to see
me off.

2 see sb off, see sb off sth: 1o chase
someone away » Grandpa saw ihe
hunters off our property.

SEE OUT —

1 see 5b out: to show a visitor the way
out of a place » Hong on a second -
't see you out. I'll see myself out
{=used to tell someone they do nat
have to come to the door with you)

» {t’s OK, don't get up. 'l see myself
out.

2 see 5th out: to continue to do
something until it finishes, even if this
is difficult » My job is terrible, but I'm
going to see it out until the end of the
year.

SEE THROUGH +

1 see through sth/ sh: 1a realize that
someone is trying to influence or
deceive you » Eventualy | saw
through her lies and ended the
relationship.

2 see sth through: to continue to do
something until it finishes, even if this
is difficult » it’s not going fo be easy,
but I'm determined ta see it through.
3 see sb through, see sb through sth:
to help someone during a difficult time
in their life » The whole thing was «
nfghtmare, but my fiiends helped see
me through.

4 see sbthrough, see sb through sth:
if food or money sees you through,
you have enough of it for a particular
period of lime » Can | borrow £307
That should be enough to see me
through uatil payday.

SEE TO —

1 see to sth: to deal with something or
make sure it happens » “These papers
need filing.” "Don’t worry, Il see to

it. " Our uncle took core of us and
saw fo our education.
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2 have sth seen to, get sth seen to:
1o have a wound or injury treated
by a nurse or doctor » That fooks
Ifke o nasty cut - you should get it
seen to

SEEK

SEEK OUT —

seek out sth/ sh, seek sth/sb out: to
try Lo find someone or sormething

» The charity is aiming to seek out
sponsors amang local [frms.

SEEP

SEEP AWAY —

seep away: to gradually disappear
» Two yeors fater, the president
watched as his power and cuthority
seeped away.

SEIZE

SEIZE ON, afS0 SEIZE UPON —
sejze on/ upon sth: to be very
interested in an idea, opportunity, ar
what someone says because you can
use it to get an advantage for yourself
» Opposition leaders seized on the
opporiunity o portray the Prime
Minister os indecisive. » The press
seized on the story, and exaggerated it
out of alf proportion.

SEIZE UP —

1 seize up: if an engine or part of a
machine seizes up, its moving parts
stop working properly = “The engine’s
seized up,” the mechanic said. “When
did you fast put off i it?”

2 selze up: if a part of your body
seizes up, if becomes very stiff

and painful = His legs started

seizing up in the last 10 metres of

the race.

SEIZE UPON 5e¢ SEIZE ON

SELL

SELL OFF —*

1 sell off sth, sell sth off: to sell some-
thing cheaply because you no longer
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want or need it » We sold off mast of
Grandma’s things after she died.
2 sell off sth, sell sth off: to sell all or
part of an industry or company » The
UK sold off most of its nationalized
industries in the 1980s,
SELLON —
be sold on sth/sb: ta be enthusiastic
about something or someane,
especially a new idea or plan » / was
never particularly soid on the new set-
up at work.
SELL OUT —
1 sell out: to have no more of
something left to sell, becavse they
have all been bought, + of = Most
music stores have aiready sofd out of
his new album. be sold out (=a shop
has sold out of somethingl » “Do you
have any croissants left™ “Sarry,
they're sold out.”
2 sell out: to do something that is
against your beliefs, principles, or
promises in order to get power, money
etc » Union members have accused
their leaders of selling out to the
management.
sell-out v when you do something
that is against your beliefs or
principles because you want more
money, power etc & Some authors
think writing remantic novels Js o
sefl-out.
3 sell out: to sell your business or
your share of a business » After four
years, Glenn sold out to his sister, who
continued to operate the restaurant
alone.
SELLUP —
sell up, sell up sth, setl sth up: to sell
your house or business so that you
can go somewhere else or do
something else » Rosa wanted Mum
to sell up and go and live with her in
Rome.

SEND

SEND AWAY

1send away: to send a letier to a
company ar organization asking them
to send something to you. + for » She

: sent away for information after
i reading o newspaper article about

voluntary teaching overseas,
2 send sb away, send away sb: to tell
someone to leave a place, or to

: arrange for them to go somewhere
- » She was sent away te boarding
: school at the oge of seven.

SEND BACK

send sth back, send back sth: to
return something to the company or
shop where it came from » { think '
send the sweater back. It just doesn't
look right.

SEND DOWN ~*

1 5end sb down: 1o put someone in
prison » He was found guilty of
armed robbery and sent down for six
years.

2 be sent down: to be made to leave a
university because of bad behaviour
> My brather was sent down from
Oxford for smoking dope.

SEND FOR —

1 send for sb: o ask someone to come
to you by sending them a message

» Eifse’s mother became worried
about her cough and sent for the
doctor. send for help » Quick —
someone please send for heip!

2 send for sth: to ask or order that
something be brought or sent to you

: » 'l send for the rest of my furniture

when ! get there,
SEND IN

: 1send in sth, send sth in: to send

something to a place where it can be

© dealt with » Sead in your payment by

the sth of June or your insurance

: policy will be concelled.



SEPARATE

2 send in sb, send sb in: to send

soldiers, police etc somewhere to deal

with a dangerous situation » Police

were sent in to break up fights

between rival football fans.

3 send sb in, send in sb: to ask or

tell someone to enter a room

» “Kelly is waiting, Mr Nelson.”

“Send her in."

SEND OFF —

1 send off sth, send sth off: to send

something somewhere by mail » Have

you sent off that application form yet?

2 send off: to send a lelter o a

company or erganization asking them

ta send something to you. + for

> Laura sent off for their latest

catafoque.

3 send sb off, send off sb: to tell

someane to leave a place, or to

arrange for them to go somewhere

> His father sent him off at the age of

1 te live with friends in Moscow:
send-off n when people gather
tegether to say goodbye to someone
» it’s a shame she's leaving, but
we'll give her a good send-off.

4 be sent

off: ifa

sports

playeris

sent off,

they are

forced to

leave the

field PR

because they have broken the rules

v United had their captain sent off and

four other players were booked.
sending-off 1 when a sports player
is forced to leave the field because
they have broken the rules & This is
his third sending-off this season.

SEND OUT —

1send sb/sth out, send out sb/ sth: to

make something ar someone go from
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one place to various other plares
» Sussman had sent out teams of
reporters to interview demanstrators,
2 send out sth, send sth out: to
broadcast a message or produce
sound or light » The ship sent out a
distress call when its engine room
caught fire. » The lighthouse sends
out a powerful beam that can be seen
miles out ta sea.
3 send out a message also send out a
signal etc: to make people have a
particular idea about somelthing by
what you say or do » We don't warnt (o
send out the wrang message and
make people think we support the use
of drugs.
SEND OUT FOR —+
send out for sth: to telephone a
restaurant and ask them to bring food
to your home or work & Could we send
out for a pizza? {'m too tired to cook
tomight.
SEND UP —
send up sh/sth, send sb/sth up: to
copy someone or something in a funny
way ¥ The director seems to spend
most of the film sending up Janes
Bond.
send-up 1 a book, film etc that
copies something in a funny way » q
hilarious send-up of the King Arthur
EH)IV

SEPARATE

SEPARATE OFF —

1 separate off sth, separate sth off: to
separate part of something from the
rest of it - The kitchen orea is
separated off by @ wooden partition.
2 separate off sbfsth, separate
sh/sth off: to remove someone ar
something from a group of people or
things. + from » Infected cattle have
to be separated off from the rest of the
herd.
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SEPARATE OUT -*

1 separate out sb/ sth, separate
sh/sth out: to divide a group of
people or things into smaller groups
» New York householders are required
by law to separate out different types
of wasle for recycling.

2 separate out sth, separate sth out:
to remove something from other
things » The machine cuts the crap
and separates out the grair.

SERVE

SERVE AS +

serve as sth: lo be used instead of
something when nothing more
suitable is available = There was an
upturned box jn the middle of the
room that served as @ table.

SERVE ON —

1 serve on 5th: to be a member of an
official committee, council etc » She
serves on the board of the Wamen's
Economic Development Council.

2 serve sth on sb: Lo officially give or
send someone a written order to
appear in a court of law » Court orders
had already been served on six
debtors,

SERVE OUT —

1 serve out sth, serve sth out; to
continue doing something, until the
end of a fixed period of time = Many
people believed that Roasevelt was
too ill to serve out his term as
President.

2 serve aut sth, serve sth out: to put
food onto plates so that people can
eat it » We sat round the table
chatting, as Pat served out the stew.
SERVE UP —

1 serve up sth, serve sth up: lo pul
food onto plates so that people can
eat it » Do you want me to serve up
the vegetables?

2 serve up sth: ta provide something

as entertainment & a new TV channel
serving up 24-hour sporls coverage
SET

SET ABOUT +

1 set about sth: to starl doing
samething = We then set obout the
task of decorating the intercior of the
offices, set about doing sth » When
the war was aver, they set about trying
ta rebuitd their lives,

2 set about sb: {o attack someane by
hitting or kicking them » Two men
ieaped out of the shadows and set
obout him with baseball bats.

SET AGAINST —+

1 set sth against sth: to compare the
advantages and disadvantages of a
situation » The recent increase in
autput has to be set against increased
labour costs,

2 set sth against sth: to compare two
amounts, numbers, periods etc » The
£6 million grent seems less impressive
when set against the £8cc million the
government has to spend.

3 be set against sth: if a film, play,
story etc is set against a particular
place or peried of history, the story
takes place in that place or duting that
period. be set against the background
of sth also be set against the
backdrop of sth > Many of her novels
are sef against the background of the
American Civil Wor.

4 set against sth, set sth against sth:
to be in front of a particular
background, especially in a way that is
attractive » red and orange autunn
leaves, set agofnst a clear blue sky

5 set sb against sb: lo make someone
start a fight or quarrel with another
persan & The bitter civil war had set
brather against brothet.

6 be (dead) set against sth: to be
strongly opposed to something




SET

» What made you change your mind?
Last night, you were dead set against
the fdea.

SET AHEAD

set sth ahead: to change your clock or
walch so that it shows a later time

» Don't forget ta set your clocks
ahead tonight.

SET APART —

1 set sb/sth aparl, set apart sth/ sh:
to make someone or something seem
different and often better than other
people or things ¥ it is humans® abiiity
to use language that sets them apart
from other animals,

2 set apart sth, set sth apart: to keep
something for a particular purpose » |
try to set apart half an hour each day
to sit and relax. + for v This part of the
house was sef apart for quests to stay
n.

SET ASIDE —*

1 set aside sth, set sth aside: to keep
something, especially time or money,
for a particular purpose. + far = Try to
set aside at least an hour each day for
learning new vocabulary. » You should
have set aside some cash to pay
household expenses.

2 set aside sth, set sth aside: 1o
decide that you will not be influenced
by a particular feeling, belief, or
principle, because something else s
mare important » Lowis knew that he
must set all thoughts of revenge
aside.

3 set aside sth, set sth aside: to
officially state that a previous legal
decision no longer has any effect » Mr
Justice Rack allowed the appeal and
set aside the order of the Divisonal
Count,

SET BACK —

1 set back sth, set sth back: to delay
the progress or development of
something » The revolution set back
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the modernization of the country by
many years.
setback w something that delays the
progress or development of
something » The peace talks have
suffered a series of setbocks,
2 be set back: il a building is set back,
it Is some distance from the road
¥ The museum is a cool sandstone
building, set back among trees.
3 set sh back: to cost someone a lal of
money & That's a nice coat - | bet that
set you bock o bit. set sb back £100

: etcr Many of these wines will set you

back £15-£20.
4 set sth back: to change your clock or
watch so that it shows an earlier time

» When should we set the clocks back?

SET DOWN —

© 1set 5th down, set down sth: to put

down something that you have been
halding » The woiter brought over two
bowls of noodles and set them down
on the table.

2 set down sth, set sth down: to state
officially haw something should be
done » Please read carefufly the
conditions set down in the credit
agreement.

3 set down sth, set sth down: to write
down your thoughts or feelings

= Eftcaurage your students to set
down their ideas an paper.

SET IN —

set in: if the rain, the winter, or a
difficult period sets in, it begins and
seems likely to continue & When the
worldwide economic recession set in,

: many poorer mations faced

bankruptcy.

SET OFF —*

1 set off: 1o start {o go somewhere

»  wanted to set off early to avoid the
teaffic. + for » Merl kissed her
hushand goodbye and set off for
Work.

325

2 set off sth,
set sth off: Lo
make a bomb
or something
else explode
B A buiich of
kids were
messing
around in the
street and setting off fireworks,

3 set off sth, set sth off: ta make
something such as an alarm system
start operating, especially accidentally
v Put that cigarette out you idiot -
you'll set the smoke detector off.

4 set off sth, set sth off: to make
something start happening, or make
people start doing something » The
earthquake set off landslides, which
destroyed several villages.

» Government plons to make divaice
easier have set off a national debate.
5 set sb off: to make someone start
crying, laughing, or talking about
something that they often talk about
» Don't mention anything about
weddings - you'll only set her off
again.

SET ON —

1 set sh/ sth on sh: to make people or
animals attack someone » The farmer
threatened to set his dogs on us if we
didn’t get off his land.

2 see SET UPDN

SET OUT —

1 set out: to starl a journey, especially
a long journey, + for » In late 1941, he
set out for China, set out on a journey/

drive etc & The next praming hey sei
out o the long drive to Lake Tahoe.
2 set out to do sth: Lo start doing
somelhing in order to get & particular
result i /'ve achieved what | set ouf 1o
achieve — I'm ready for a new challenge
now: » salesmen who deliberately set
out to defroud customers
outset 1 the heginning of something
from/ at the outset » It was clear
from the autset that there were
qoing ta be problems
3 set out sth, set sth out: 1o explain
ideas, facts, or opinions in a clearly
organized way » The guidelines are
set gut in paragraph two.
4 set out 5th, set sth out: to arrange a
aroup of things sa that they can he
used or seen easily = it the morket
square, traders had set out displays of
items for sale.
SET QUT ON — "
set out on sth: to start something,
especially samething difficult,
important, or new » The government
set out on a programme of economic
and social reform.
SETUP —
1 set up sth, set sth up to start a
business or organization » The Ruce
Relotions Board was originally set up
in 1965, set (yourself) up (=start your
own business) = He barrowed £5000
and set himself up in the catering
business. + as ¥ fohn used the money
he inherited to set up as a fashion
designer. set up in business {=start
your own business) » a scheme that
helps young peaple who want to set
Lp it business
2 set up sth, set sth up: Lo make the
arrangements that are necessary for
something to happen & °ll get my
secretary fo set up a meeting.
3 set up, set up sth, set sth up: to
prepare equipment so that it is ready



SETTLE

10 he used » [ might need some help
SEIting up My new computer.
4 set up home: to start living in your
own home and buy furniture ete for it
® There’s a shartage of housing for
young people wanting to set up home.
5 58t up sth, set sth up: to put or build
something somewhere » The police
have set up roadblacks around the
ity » Napolearn set up a monument
to hanour his great army.
6 set sb up: 1o deliberately make
people think that someone has done
something wrong or illegal when they
have not ® The four suspects claimed
they had been set up by the police.
set-up H a dishonest plan that
makes people think someone has
done something wrong when they
have not & Was he the victim of an
elaborote set-up?
7 set sb up: to give someone the
money they need {o start a business.
+ with = Her parents set her up with
her own bur in St John's Wood. set sb
up in business » After Pete graduoted,
his father set him up in business.
8 set sb up for life: to provide
someone with encugh money to live
well withaut having 1o wark for the
rest of their life » Ray grinned. “if this
deal goes through, we'll be set up for
e

9 set shup: to arrange for two peaple
to meet because you think they will be
attracted to each other. + with

b Marty tried ta set her up with a guy
from wark.

SET UP AS —

set yourself up as sth: to make people
believe that you have the right or the
skill to do something, especially when
this is not true & Politicians set
themselves up as movaf authorities,
with the power to tell us how we
should live our lives

¢ with the intention of sta

SETTLE

SETTLE BACK —

settle back: to lean back In bed o7 in a
chair, and relax and enjoy yourself

* Jackie switched on the TV ond
seftled back to watch the film,

SETTLE DOWN —

1 settle down, settle sb down: (o stop
behaving in a noisy or excited way and
become calm and quiet, or to make
someone do this » Settle down
please, classt Now turn to page 57 in
your books.

2 settle down: to siart living in a place
g there
permanently, especially with a
husband or wife » ft's about time he
settled down and got morried.

3 settle down: to start to feel happy
and confident in a new situation, job,
or school & It taok him a while to get
used to his new school, but { think
he’s settled down now.

: 4 settle down: to start giving all of

your attention to a job or activity.
settle down te sth » / sorted out my
mail and then settted down to some
serious work, settle down to do sth
¥ fohn settled down (o write her o
letter explaining his behaviour.

¢ 5 settle dowin: if a situation settles
{ down, it becomes calmer and less busy

» Things were really bectic during the
sales, but it's setiled down now.
SETTLE FOR —

settle for sth: to accept something,
even though it is not the best or not
what you really want » They want
£2500 for it, but they might settie for
f2000. » Obviously [ like to get

i good grades, but 'l setile for a poss

not settle for (anything) less (=refuse
to accept something that is not the
best) » Otfvia wanted a flat in the
most fashionable part of town and
wouldn't settle for anything less.
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SETTLE IN, 2fs0 SETTLE INTO —+
settle in, settle into sth: to begin to
feel happy and relaxed in a new
situation, home, jah, or school b How
do you like your new home? Are vou
settiing in OK? be settled in & We'l!
wait till you're properfy seitled in
before we come and visit your.

SETTLE INTD —

settle into sth: to get used toa
particular way of living or doing things
¥ The baby soon settled into a routine
of feeding and sleeping.

SETTLE ONM, @fs0 SETTLE UPON *
settle on/upon sth: to choose
something, especially after discussing
all the possibilities = They haven't
settled on a date for the wedding yet.
SETTLE UP —

settle up: to pay what you owe on an
account ar bill » We settled up and
checked out of the hotel. + with » 1"l
seltle up with the bartender and then
we can leave.

SETTLE UPON See SETTLE ON

SEW

SEW UP

1 sew up sth, sew sth up: o close or
repair something by sewing it

= There's a hole in my coat that needs
sewing up.

2 sew up sth, sew sth up: to complete
a business agreement or plan and get
the result you want » Bob reckons the

deal should be sewn up within a week,

3 have sth (all) sewn up: 10 have
control of 3 siluation, and be sure o
win or gain something = It seems like
the Democrats have the electian sewn
ug.

SHACK

SHACK UP —

shack up: to start living with someone
that you have a sexual relationship

SRR

{ with but are not marricy L. + with
I e Michae! shacked wp with his new
i girlfriend os soor os he divorced Ris

wife.
SHADE
SHADE IN  +

shade in sth, shade sth in: to make

part of a drawing or picture darker
using a penc a darker colour = St
started to shade in an ortline of @ trec
with charcoal.

SHADE INTO *

shade (off) into sth: if one thing
shades into another, there is no clear
division between them so that it is
impossible to see where one sfops
and the other starts » The grey-blue
sea shaded into the grey-blue sky.

» National pride can often shade into
racism

SHAKE

SHAKE DOWN —

1 shake sb down: to use farce or

threats to make somecne give you

money » Theve js something wrong

with @ system that shakes the pubfic

down for more taxes every year.
shakedown 1 when someone gets
money from someone else by using
threats » After the thousand dallar
shakedown, Eddie couldn't pay up
any more.

2 shake sh/sth down, shake down

sb/sth: to search a person or place

thoroughly » City autharities decided

to shake down the grea’s prisans after

18 prisoners died.

SHAKE OFF —

shake off sth, shake sth off: to get rid

of an iliness or samething that is

causing you problems & {'ve had this

i cold for weeks - I just can't seem to

shake it off. » It was 1949, and Europe
was still trving to shake off the horrar

i of Waild War i,



SHAPE » SHEAR

SHAKE ON —
shake on sth: ta agree on a decision
or business agreement by shaking
hands » “That's @ deal,” | soid, and we
shook on it,
SHAKE OUT —+
shake out sth, shake sth aut, shake
sth out of sth: to shake a cloth, bag,
sheet etc, in order to make it smooth
or to gel rid cf small pieces of dust or
dirt» { went outside and shook the
sand out of my sleeping bag.
SHAKE OUT QF —
shake sb out of sth: t¢ make someone
change their mood, so that they stop
feeling sad, upset, lazy etc » There
was no one to help shake Leaa out of
her depression. w “William{™ The
teacher’s angry voice shook him out of
iis daydreom,
SHAKE UP +
1 shake sb up, shake up sb: to give
someane a very uppleasant shock
+ Seeing that accident really shook
me up. v When he heard the news he
was too shaken up to react
immediotely.
2 shake up sth, shake sth up: to make
big changes tu a company or
organization over a shart period of
time & A new director wos brought in
last year to shake things up.
shake-up n when big changes are
made to 4 company ar drganization
» o huge shake-up of the education
system

SHAPE

SHAPE UF -+

1 shape up: ta make progress and
improve b The new recruits are
shaping up nicely » You'd better shape
up, fahn, or you'll be off the team.

2 shape up: if a situation, activity, ar
strugele shapes up, it develaps

» Events were shaping up worse and
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faster thon | could have expected,

w Well, Sue, less than a week to go
before the show! How's It oli shaping
up?

3 shape up: to make yoursell healthy

: and physically strang so that your

body Yooks good B Here ave 12 easy
exercises fo help you shape up for the
sutmer,

SHARE

SHARE QUT

share out sth, share sth agt; to divide
something into smaller anrounts, and
give an amount to each person in a
group & Toke these cookies end shdre
them out. + between » We've gat
three pizzas ta share out between five
people. + among/ amongst = The
profits are shared out among the
company directors.

SHARPEN

SHARPEN UP —

sharpen up sth, sharpen sth up: ro
improve something so that it reaches
the necessary standard » We'll need o
few more rehearsals ta sharpen up the
dance rautine.

SHAVE

shave off sth, .
shave sth off: -
to remove
hair from
your skin
completely RAIE "

by shaying, S

shave off your hair/beard etc» Don
shaved off his beard ond bowght a suit
and tie.

SHEAR

BE SHORN QF +

ba shorn of sth: to have had your
authority or power taken away from
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you » The king, shorn of more and
more of his powers, had very little deo
af what was happening.

SHELL

SHELL OUT —

shetl out, shell out sth: to pay a lot of
money for samething. + for = We
don't want to hove to shelf out for a
Christmas disce again this year. +on
» Kids these days shell gut £30 or £40
on a compuler game, withaut even
thinking about it.

SHIFT

SHIFT FOR **

shift For yourself: tn ok alter
yourself without any help from ather
peaple » Same chifdren us young as
seven or eight are left to shift for
themselves on the streets,

SHIN

SHIN DOWN —

shin dowa sth: to quickly climb down
something such as a tree or pole

» The thief must hove chimbed out of o
back window and shinped dowa the
drainpipe.

SHIN UP '+

shin vp sth: Lo quickly ¢limb up
something such as a tree era pole» A
yaung man nimbly shinned up the tree
ond started to throw coconuts down.

SHINE

SHINE THROUGH —

shine through, shine theough sth: if a
good quality that someone has shines
through, it is easy to notice it

» Kindness and humour stene
through his fetters, » Gary's chess
telents shone through at an eory age.
SHIP

SHIP 1N —

1 ship sthin, ship in sth: to bring
goods into a place in a ship or plane

SHELL > 1o

» Consumier gaods such os videologes
and electric shavers are shipped in
from ebroad.

2 ship sbin, shipin sh: to bring
pecple to a place in order to work
there w Because of the shertage of

i sloff in our schools, teachers have fo
" be shipped in from other parls of

Europe.

SHIP OUT —

ship sth/ sb out, ship out sth/ sb: to
send goods or people somewhere in a
ship or plane » Food and clothing wit!
be shipped out te the disaster area
within the mexi few days.

SHQOT

SHOOT DOWN

1 shaet sb/ sth down, shoot down

s/ sth: 1o make an enemy plane crash
to the ground, by firing bullets or
weapons at it » American war planes
were sho! down inside the ro-fly zone.
2 shoot down sb, shoat 5b down: 10
kill or seriously injure someone by
shooling them » Soidiers were
accused of shooting down unarmed
demonstrotors,

3 shoot sth{ sb down, sheot down
sth/ sb: to say or show that someone’s
ideas or opinions are wreng or stupid
» Officials shot dows rumours of @
merger between the two companies.
shoot sth{ sb down in Rames
(=completely destroy samenne’s ideas
by showing that they are wrong or
stupid) » The article was shot dow in
flames by government sclentists.
SHOOT FOR -+

shoot for sth: to Lry to achieve a
partlcwar aim » Coach Bruce Corbett
said he is shoating for o winning
record this segson.

* SHOOT OFF —
. shaot off: tu leave somewhere very
i quickly or suddenly » Every time | see
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i, he looks at his watch and shoots
off to a meeting.
SHOOT out —
shaot it out: to fight against someone
with guns. + with » The terrosists tried
ta shoot it gut with the palice before
being overpowered.
sheot-out 1 a gun fight between two
people or groups » At jeast two
people at the prison were killed in a
shoot-out with security forces.
SHOOT UP —
1 shoot up: to increase very quickly
» Same experts think that house
prices will shoot Lp again this vear.
+to» Her weight shot up to fourteen
stone after fier children were born,
2 shoat up: if a child shoots up, he or
she grows taller very quickly » Chris
has reafly shot up since f last saw him!
3 shoot up, shoot up sth: to put
harmful illegal drugs into your blood,
using a special needle » Kids as young
as ten are shooting up heroin,

SHOP

SHOP ARQUND —

shop around: to try to find the best
nrice, quality, deal etc by camparing
what varipus different shops or
companies are offering » You can
halve the cost of insuring your home,
simply by shogping eround. + for

» Prices for sporting equipment vary
enormaously, and it's worth shopping
around for the best buy

SHORE

SHORE UP *

1 shore up sth, shore sth up: to
support something that is weak or
likely to fail » @ government ottempt
to shore up the ciling steel industry

2 shore sth up, shere up sth: to support
awall or a building with large pieces of
waod or metal » The tunnel was shored
up with old wooden beams.
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SHOUT
SHOUT DOWN —

i shout sb down, shout down sh: 1o

shoul loudly while someone is talking
because you want te prevent them
from being heard » One mian stood up
to protest, but was quickly shoutecd
dowrt.

SHOUT OUT —

shout out sth, shout sth out, shout
out: to suddenly shout something ar
say something in a loud voice

» Spmeane jn the audience shouted
out "Get on with "

SHOVE
SHOVE AROUND, also SHOVE
ABOUT +

¢ shove sb around/about: to tell

someone what to do in a rude or
unpleasant way » 1 left my old job
becguse | was fed up with being
shoved around.

SHOVE OFF +

shove offl: used to tell someone
rudely to go away » Shove off, Jerry.

{ don't want you here.

SHOVE UP —

shove up!: used to tell somzone to
move a little in order to make space
for sameone else » If you shove up o

: bit, we can all get in the back seat.

SHOW

SHOW ARDUND, also SHOW
ROUND —

show sb around/round sth, show sb
around/ round: to go around a place
with someone to show them what is
interesting or what they need to knaw
» i the morning the Professor

| showed us oround the univarsity. » A
: represeniative had arranged to meat

us at the house and show us round.

SHOW IN, /S0 SHOW INTO —
show sb in, show sb into sth; to
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politely show a visitor the way into a
room, building etc » A secretary
showed Alison into a large office.
SHOW OFF —
1 show off:
to behave in
away that
you think
makes you
seem
intelligent,
skilful, rich
etc to other
people, but in
fact is just
annoying or silly » / can’t stond the
way she shows off in front of the
other students. + te » Apporentiy Mick
had been driving much too fast —
showing off te the other guys in the
car.
show-aff v » William was the
youngest of ten chifdren - a shaw-
off and a class down.
2 show off sthy sb, show sth/ sb off: ta
show something or someone that you
are very proud of to a group of people
» She wanted to show off her new
outfit at the party.
SHOW OUT
show sb out, show out sb: to politely
show someone the way out of a room,
building etc. + of » Mr Burrows osked
his secretary to show me out of the
office.
SHOW OVER —
show sb over sth, show sb over: to go
around a place with someone in order
to show them what is interesting or
what they need to know » Lou showed
her over the nearby castle and country
houses.
SHOW ROUND See SHOW AROUND
SHOW THROUGH —
show through, show through sth: if a
quality or feeling that semeone has

shows through, it is noliceable = The
minister replicd palitely, bt hix
irritation showed through,

SHOW UP —

1 show up: to arrive, especially al a
place where people are expecling you
» We spent halfl on hour waiting for
Martin ta show up.

2 show up: if a problem or fault shows
up, it is easy 1o see of nalice = In the
sunlight, the decayed state of the
house showed up quite cleorly.

3 show up sth, show sth up: (o make &
problem or faull easy (o see or notice
» These results have shown up Serious
faulis in our examination systert,

4 show up sb, show sb up- {0 make
someone fee| embarrassed or
ashamed » You can always reiy on
your children to show you up in public!
5 show sb/ sth up, show up sb/sth: 1o
show that somenne or something is
bad, unpleasant etc. + as » By row
the government had Jost control and
had been shown up as useless. be
shown up for what it is (=be shawn to
be something bad, unpleasant ete]

» The idea wds soon shown up for
what it was: g waste of time ond
maney.

SHOWER

SHOWER ON, @f50 SHOWER

UPON

1 shower sth onjupon sb: if you
shower praise, honours etc on
sameone, you praise them a lot or
give therm a lot of honours » | didn’t
think jt was a particularly good fitm,
despite all the Oscars and awards that
were showered on it.

2 shower sth on/ upon sb: to give a lot
of money or gifts to sameone in a very
generous way » He had lot of weathy
relatives who used to shower
expensive presents on him.
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SHOWER WITH ~»

1 shower sh with sth: te give someone
alot of something, especially presents
or praise » The senior officers were
showered with medals and titles.

2 shower sb with sth: to throw a lot of
something over someone » fust thern
the bomb exploded, showering people
with glass and debris.

SHRINK

SHRINK AwWAY —

shrink away: to move back and away
from someone or something, because
you do not want them to touch you.

+ from v “You're disgusting, " Nell
safd, shrinking away from him and
shuddering.

SHRINK BACK

shrink back: to move back and away
from something or someone,
especially because you are frightened
or you do not want them to touch you
+ against b “Well?” the teacher asked
in a voice that made all four students
shrink back against the wall. + Inta

» As the men neared her hiding place,
Tilly shrank back into the shadows.
SHRINK FROM —

shrink from sth: to feel very unwilling
to do something or deliberately avoid
doing it » She never shrank from her
duties as leader. shrink from daing sth
» He did not shink from doing what
he thought was right.

SHRIVEL
SHRIVEL UP
1 shrivel up:

if something
shrivels up, it
become smaller
and its skin
becomes
covered with
lines because it
is very dry or
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old » The few unpicked apples on the
top branches had shrivelled up ond
gone brown.

2 shrivel up: to feel extremely
embarrassed or frightened by
something » When my mother brough:
out the baby photos, | just shrivelled
tp inside!

SHROUD

BE SHROUDED IN —

1 be shrouded in mist/ darkness etc
to be covered by mist, clouds ete, and
difficult or impossible to see » it was
very early in the morping, and the
mountains were still shrouded in mist.
2 be shrouded in mystery/ secrecy
etc: to be very strange and mysterious
» For mmny yeors, the Rockwel]
incident has rematned shrouded in
mystery

SHRUG

SHRUG OFF —

shrug off sth, shrug sth off: to not
worry about something and treat it as
unimportant » She tried to shrug off
his remarks, though they were very
hurtful. » Many peaple with the illness
dort't recognize the symptoms, or
shrug them off as unimportant.

SHUCK

SHUCK OFF

1 shuck off sth, shuck sth off: to take
off a piece of clothing in a quick and
careless way » Michael shucked off his
coat and hat and went to his room.

2 shuck off sth, shuck sth off: to stop
paying attention to an idea or feeling
because you do not care about it or do
nat want te think about it » / tried to
shuck off my worries and have a good
time.

SHUT
SHUT AWAY ~+
1 shut sb/ sth away, shut away
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sh/ sth: to put someone or something
in a place so that they are hidden or
cannot leave » Should young criminals
of fifteert or sixteen be shut away in
adult prisons? keep sbf sth shut away
» Gina was puzzled os to why her
father kept the diaries shut away.
2 shut yourself away: to keep away
from ather people by staying in a room
by yourself & { often had fo shut myself
away until two ar three in the moming
in order to get the work done,
SHUT DOWN —
1 shut sth down, shut down sth, shut
down: if a business, factory, shop etc
is shut down or shuts down, it closes
for a long time or permanently » fn
1982 a series of strikes led ta the
airline being shut down.
shutdown v when a business,
factory, shop elc closes for a long
time or permanently » The power
station has just re-opened following
a profonged shutdown for
maintenance.
2 shut sth down, shut down sth, shut
down: if a machine shuts down, it
stops working; if you shut down a
machine, you turn it off to stop it
working » Please wail while your
computer shuts down. » The pilot shut
down the wrong engine by mistake
SHUT IN
1 shut sb/ sth in sth, shut in sb/ sth: to
prevent a person or an animal from
leaving a place, by closing and often
locking the door w The awners had
gone away, leaving two dogs and e cat
shut in on their own
2 shut yourself In (sth): to gointo 2
room and shut the door so that no ane
else can get In » She ran upstaivs and
shut herself in her bedroam.
3 be shut in: to be in a very small
space, especially so that you feel that
you cannot move or get out b Working

down the mines meant oeing shut i
all day withaut enaugh air or light.
SHUT OFF +

1 shut off s1h, shut sth off: 10 1urn off
an engine, machine, power supply etv
» Victor drew up outside his flat and
shut off the engine.

2 shut yourself off: Lo avoid meeling
or lalking 1o ather people » After the
initial shock of my husbond’s death, |
realized thot | coutdn't shul mypself off
for ever. shut yourself off from the
world/ reality » The old lady had
unplugged the lelephane,
determinedly shutting fiecself off from
the world.

3 shut sth off, shut off sth: if a road,
area etc is shut off, fences have been
put round it and people are nat
allowed to go there k= Puorts of the city
were shut off and traffic was being
diverted,

4 shut off sth, shut sth off: if
something shuts off a view, the light
etc, it prevents you from seeing it by
getting in the way » A wall of
mountains shuts off the view as you
look south,

SHUT OFF FROM —

be shut off from sth: to be completely
separated from other people or things
= The community was stili living in the
Middle Ages, having been shut off
from the outside world for centuries.
SHUT OUT —

1 shut sb out, shut out sh: to prevent
someone fram jaining in an activity

» Al the moment some of the staff feel
very shut out. + of » | knew there was
something exciting going on, but !
was shut out of it.

2 shut sb out, shut out sb: to
deliberately not tell someone about
your thoughts and feelings » How car
I help you if you keep shutting me out
all the time?
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9 shut out sth, shut sth gut: to
deliberately stop yourself from
thinking about something » { tried to
sleep in an attempt to shut out my
fears, but | couldn’t.

4 shut out sth, shut sth out: to prevent
a sound, light etc from getling into a
place » It was cool in the wood - the
big green leaves shut out the sun.

5 shut sb ouf, shut out sb: 1o prevent
someone from entering a place,
especially by closing a door » | tried to
see him several times, but he shut me
out by slarrming the door in my face.
SHUT UP —

1shutup!: used to tell someone
rudely or angrily ta stop talking

w “Shut up!” said Terry, ! don't care
what you think.”"

2 shut up, shut sb up, shut up sb: 1o
stop talking, or to make someone stop
talking b / can't stand that woman -
she never shuts up.

3 shut sb up, shut up sb: to keep a
person or an animal somewhere and
prevent them from [eaving & Simply
shutting more and move people up in
prison doesn't solve the problem of
crime.

4 shut up sth, shut sth up, shut up: to
close and lock a house, shop, room
etc that you own » He was just
shutting up his shop when four armed
men burst in.

SHY

SHY AWAY FROM —

shy away from sth: to avoid doing
something because you are nervous
about it. + from » Some members of
the party ciiticize the leadership in
private, but shy away from a direct
challenge.

SIC
SICON —
sic sbf sth on sb: 1o tell someone or

334

something to attack or catch someone
» Get off my praperty or Pll sic my dog
on yau,

SICKEN

SICKEN OF »

sicken of sth: to stop wanting e have
or do sumething, because you have
had or done enough of it already

» After a few years, i began to sicken
af palitical life.

SIDE

SIDE AGAINST +

side against sb: to join tagether with
other people in order to oppose
someane else » A number of my
colleagues sided against me at the
last minute.

SIDE WITH

side with sb: to support a person,
country, or group in an argument or
fight » He was shocked to find that
when he split up with his girlfriend,
most of his friends sided with her.

SIDLE
SIDLE UP +
sidle up: 1o
walk towards UM
someone or i
something

quietly and a

little

nervously.

+tom A

woman with a baby in her arms sidled
up to us and asked us for some

I money.

SIFT

SIFT QUT —»

sift out sth/ sb, sift sthy sb out: to
separate particular things or peaple
from a group of athers » Wa need to
sift out the buyers that are really
serfous, + fram » My job was bringing
olf the information together and
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sifting out the incorrect details from
the rest.

SIFT THROUGH —

sift through sth: to carefully examine
a large number of things in arder to
find something that you are leaking
for » Police officers are sifting through
thousands of items of information
provided by the public

SIGN

SIGN AWAY —

sign away sth, sign slh away: Lo give
property or a legal right to someone
else, by signing an official document
» Her husband hod tricked her into
stgning away her rights to the house.
SIGN FOR —

1 sign for sth: to sign a document to
show that you have received a letter,
package etc » Could you sign for the
parcel here and print your nante
underneath?

2 sign for Arsenal etc: to sign a
contract agreeing to play for a
particular football team » He signed
for Leeds in the sumrmer of 1998.

SIGN IN —

1 sign In: to write your name in @ book
when you arrive somewhere that you
are visiting » For security reasons, the
company requires oll visitors to sign in
at reception.

2 sign sb in, sign in sb: if you sign
someone in at an office, club ete, you
write their name in a book s that they
are allowed to enter » He met me on
the steps of his London club and
sigmed me in

SIGN OFF —

1 sign off, sign off sth: to end an
infarmal letter that you are writing, by
giving your final message » Well, 1'lf
sign off now. Many thanks agair for
having us to stay.

2 sign off: to finish doing something,

especially after you have been domg it
for a long tims = I'd been working
hard all day so | decided ir was time fo
sign off.

3 sign sh off, sign off sb: if a doctor
signs someone off, he or she gives
them a note for their employer saying
that they are ill and are net able to
work » She had been signed off for
twa weeks suffering from work-related
siress.

SIGN ON =

1 sign on: to officially agree to work
for sameone or do a training course,
usually by signing a contract of form.
+ with/ as ¥ | signed on as o velunteer
at the homeless shelter. + for v She
Signed on for a course in Business
Managemen!.

2 sign on, sign on sth: to claim the
maoney given by the government to
people who do not have a job ¥+ When
we left college there were so few
teaching jobs available thot a fat of us
had to sign on. sign on the dole
(=claim money from the government,
because you do not have a job) » Mr
Kelly signed on the doie in july, after
his compony went busi.

SIGH DUT —

1 Sigm out: to write your name in a book
U leave sumewhere that you
g { waited while Dr Fraker
collected his bags and signed out.

2 sign out sth, sign sth out: 1o write
your name on a form or in a book to
show that you have taken or borrowed
something » f'm afraid ! can't find that
file and there’s no record of its being
signed out.

SIGN OVER —+

sign sth over, sign over sth: to give
property or a legal right to someone
else, by signing an official document,
+ to = When fulie and her husbond

= splitup, he sigied aver everything in
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the house to her. » The land has been
signied over to his son.

SIGN UP —

1 sign up: to anrange to take part in an
activity or a course of study, by writing
Your name down on a list » How many
people have signed up to go o the
theaire trip so far? + for » I'm thinking
of signing up for an evening class in
classical guitar.

2 5lgn up: to sign a contract saying
that you agree to work for someane.
+ with » He's signed up with o major
publishing company to write a book
of Astronomy.

3 sign sb up, sign up sb: to arrange for
someone to sign a contract saying that
they agree to work for you

» Manchester United are very keen to
sign him up. + as » An agency has now
signed her up as a professional model.

SILT

SILT UP —

silt up, silt sth up, silt up sth: if a river
or lake silts up, or something silts it
up, it fills with sand, mud or soil etc

b In the 18th century, the San Diego
River nearly sitted up.

SIMMER

SIMMER DOWN —

simmer down: to stop being angry and
become calm again » Come on, Peggy,
simmer dowsr now.

SING
SING ALONG —
sing along: to sing with someone else
who is already singing or playing
music + The crowd was dancing and
singing along. + with » { aiways sing
along with the radio when  drive.
sing-along » an informal occasion
when people sing songs together
® Bring your guitar and we'lt have
sing-along.
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SING OUT —

sing out, sing out sth: to sing loudly
and clearly » Toby cheerfully sang ouwl
the birthday song as ENen walked into
the office,

SING UP —

sing up: Lo sing more loudly » Don't
be shy - sing up!

SINGLE

single out
sbfsth,
single sb/sth
out: ta
choose
Someone or
something
from among a
group, especially in order to praise
them or criticize them » She singled
out Humphrey Bogart as her favourite
actor. + for » Teachers should not
single out students for special
treatment.

SINK
SINK BACK —

1 sink back: to sit or lie backwards.
into a comfortable, relaxing position

i wInhaiing deeply, Duvall sank back

agairst the pillows,

2 sink back: to retum to a state that
you were in before, or to returm ta a
hablt that you used to have. + into

» Eddie sank back into silence,
apparently satisfied.

SINK DOWN —

1sink down: to let your body move or
slide down to a sitting or lying position

¢ » I samk down next to her and looked

at the photegraphs,

2 sink down: to move downwards

> The sun stowly sark down in the sky
and disappeared,
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SINK IN —

sink in: if information, ideas, or facts
sink in, you gradually understand
them and realize their full meaning

» Ron paused, os if {o let the message
sink in. w Tears welfed vp in Nancy's
eyes as the news of her father’s death
slowly sank in.

SINK INTO —

1 sink sth Inte sth: to stick a knife or
other sharp object inte something

» The man sank a knife into his
brother’s chest during on argument,

2 sink money etc into sth: ta provide
a lot of money for a business or
product, especially in order to make a
profit later » Developers have aiready
sunk millions of dollars into vacant
Malibu land.

SIPHON also SYPHON
SIPHON AWAY —

siphon away sth, siphon sth away: to
take something that should have been
glven to another organization or
person b Critics claim the plan would
siphon money away from state
schools,

SIPHON OFF

siphon off sth, siphon sth off: to
illegally take something, especially
money, from an organization or
business » Billions of pounds have
been siphoned off from government
funds and placed in foreign bank
accounts.

SIT

SIT AROUND, alSo SIT ABOUT +

sit around about, sit about/ around
sth: to spend a lot of time relaxing ar
nol doing anything useful » They just
sit around the house and gossip all
day. sit around/ about doing sth» The
men sot around drirking whisky ead
smoking cigars.

SIPHOR »

SIT BACK -
1 sit back: 1o gel inlo a comfortable
sitting position and relax » Sir back

i and waich the movie. = Just it back
: and read the poper — 'l make dinner

tonight.

2 sit back: to wait for something to
happen without making any effert to
diz anything about it yoursell » You
can't just sit back and expect
custemers to come (o you.

IT BY —

sit by: to allow something to happen

¢ when you should be doing something

ter try to stop it = We can't just sit by
and let our children's health be
threatened.

SIT DOWN —

: 1sit down: {0 move into a sitting

position after you have been standing

: w The old lady got onto the bus and

sart dowr. » “Mind if ! sit down?

© asked.

sit-down meal/dinner etc n a sit-
down meal, dinner etc is ane in
which you sil at a table and eat a
meal » Are they having a buffet at
the wedding reception, or a sit-down
meqi?

sit-down protest/ strike etcn a
protest, strike etc in which people
sit down, especially to block a road
or other public place » Several
thousand people began a sit-down
demonstration,

¢ 2 sit sb down: to make someone move

into a sitting position, or ta ask

: someone to sit down » She picked up

the child and sat him down an the

: sofa.

SIT FOR —
for shy sth: to sit in a particular
position so that someane can paint

© you, take a photograph of you etc

» She used to sit for Staniey Spencer.
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SITIN =

1 5itin: to be present at a ctass,

meeting, discussion e1¢ but watch ar

listen insiead of taking part » Do pou

naund if just sit jn today? I'm not faeling

wery well, + o Denny went back o

UCLA and sat in on ¢ few lectures,

2 sitin: to take partina protest in

which peaple sit down, especially to

black a road or athéer public place

» Police arived after protesiers began

sitiing in ai the state capitol building.
slt-In n a protest in which people sit
down, especially to block a road o1
other public place » a sit-in
organized by war protesters

SIT IN FOR —

sit In for sb: to go o a meeting, do a

job etc instead of the person who

usually does |t Yvonne will be sitting

i for me tomorrow while o at the

canference.

SITON

1sit an sth: to he very slow at dealing

with something or to delay deaiing

with it » The bank saf on our loon

application for twa months,

2 5lt an sth: to he @ member of an

official group, committee etc

* Roberta Smith is the first African-

American woman to sit on the

cominitice.

3 sit on sth: ta prevent someone from

krowing a piece of information » A

good foutanalfis! will know when 1o 5it

o a story and when to publish.

SIT OUY —»

1 57t out sth, slt sth out: to nat take

pait in a game, competition, dance

etc, bacause you are injured or tired

» [ think (W sit this dance out,

2 sit aut sth, sit sth out: to wait until

samething is finished, even though it

is boring or unpleasant » Sheifa

wanted to leave ond go home, but her

friend decided ro sit the fitm our.
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SIT RGUND SEE SIT ARQUND

SIT THROUGH —

sit through sth: to stay ar a meeting,

perfarmance etc untii it finlshes, even
though it is very lang or boting & We

i had to sit through o whoie day of
i boring talks about company sales.

SITUP —+

1 5lt up: to move into a sitting position
after you have been lying dewn

» Wendy sat up in bed ond stretched.
2 sit up: to make your back straighter
when you are sitting b Sandie forced
herself to sit up straight during the
interview.

3 it up: to stay awake and not go 10
bed w Fhey sat up late into the night
toiking ebout oid times.

4 5it up and take notice: to suddenly
start paying attention to someone ar
something w Peaple are starting to sit
up and take notice about the dongers
of geneticatly modified faods.

SIZE

SIZEUP -+

size up sb/sth, size sbf sth up: ta logk
at or think about a person ot situation
In order to form an opinien abeut
them w Rita has @ talent for quickly
5izing up people. » He spert a few
mitwtes sizing up the difficudty of the
task whict: lay ahead.

SKATE

SKATE AROUND, 0fSQ SKATE OVER,
SKATE RGUND  *

skate around / over/ round sth: to
avoid talking about a prablem or
subject, or not give Ii enpugh
attention » She skated around
questions regarding fer relationshlp
with the minister.

SKETCH
SKETCH 1N+
sketch In sth, sketch sth In: to give
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mote information about a plan. idea
ete » I his speech, the president
sketehed in his idea for reduting

toxes,

SKETCH QUT —

sketch out sth, sketh sih out: to
describe something in a few words,
giving only the basic details » The four
guide sketched out our programmnte for
the first week.

SKIM

SKIM OFF —

1 skim off sth, skim sth off, skim sth
off sth: if you skim off money, you
dishonestly take it [um a larger
nmounl and keep it for yourself

w Public offitials have been accused of
skimming money off the counly
budget.

2 skim off sth, skim sth &ff. to remove
something that is on top of a liquid or
surface » Skim off the excess fat from
itte pan before pdding the rest of the
ingredients.

SKIM e

THRQUGH —

skim through &/
sth: ta read (e
somelhing -
quickly in 2
ordertofind (|

the main & //
facts or ideas
In Itw She
tends to skim through novels, just ro
find out what hoppens af the end

SKIMP

SKIMP ON -

skimp on sth: to not spend enough
money, time, effort etc on sometiing.
or to not use enough of something

» Hospitals will not save money by
skimping on patient care. » He
accused the company of skimping ort
safely tests and inspections,

SKIM = o

SKIRT

SKIRT AROUND, al56 SKIRT

ROUND —

1 skirt around/ round sth: ro avoid an
important or difficult problem, subjec
1t w K you continue 1o skirt roand the
problem, it will just get worse.

2 skirt around/round <th: to go
around the outside edge of a place

» We skirted around the town, (¢
aveid gerting cought int traffic.

SKIVE

SKIVE OFF -»

skive off, skive off sth: 10 avoid work
or schopl by staying away or leaving
without permission = Do you farcy
skiving off and going down to the
pub?m We used {o skive off schoof to
go to the beach.

SLACK

SLACK OFF —

1 slack off: to become slower, weaker,
or less busy » Economists predict
sales will slack off after the hotiday
season, » Air raids and bombings
stacked off s the enemy retreated.

2 stack off: to make less effort than
usual, or become lazier » We've got 0
lot to get through this week, so no
slocking off!

SLACKEN

SLACKEN OFF -+

slacken off: to become slower, weaker,
or less busy » { expect business fo
slocken aff over the sumrer.

SLAG
SLAG OFF -
slag sb/ sth off, slag off sby sth: to

. talk about of to someone in avery
i critical way » ! don’t know why she

doesn't break up with Don. She's
always sisgging him off. » Pogr Lucy!
She's always gerting slagged aff.



SLAM » SLEEP

SLAM

SLAM DOWN

slam down sth, slam sth dewn: to hit
something against a surface quickly
and violently b { slammed my fist
down on the table and told him !
wouddn't be treated this way.

SLAM INTO

slam Into sth/sb: to crash into
something with a lot of force » The
car’s brakes failed and it mounted

the pavement, slamming into o lemp-
post.

SLAM ON  *

slam on the brakes: Lo suddenly put
vour foot hard on the brake in arder to
stop your car» The driver slammed on
the brakes, but it was toe fate.

SLAP

SLAP DOWN *

slap sb/ sth down, slap down sb/ sth:
to rudely tell someone Lhat their
suggestions, questions, ideas etc are
stupid or unreasonable » Margaret
would immediately slap down anyane
who argued with her.

SLAP ON —

1slap a tax/ fine etc on sth: to
suddenly order that something should
be taxed, or that someone should pay
a fine » fii 1991 the government
stapped o 50% tax on all luxury
goods.

z slap sth on sth, slap on sth, slap sth
on: fo put or spread large amounts of
paint, butter etc on a surface » Eilie
rushed upstairs and furriedly slopped
on some make-up,

SLATE

BE SLATED FOR —

be slated for sth: to be planned to
happen al a particular time » The
singer’s debut is slated for the 17th of
October,
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SLAVE

SLAVE AWAY —

slave away: to work very hard for a
long time b While you've been out
enjoving yourselves, we've been
slaving away in the kitchen

SLEEP

SLEEP IN —

sleep in: to sleep later than usual in

the morning = We usually steep in orr

Sunday mortings.

SLEEP OFF —~

sleep sth off, sleep off sth: to sleep

until you do not feel ill any more,

especially after drinking too much

alcohal - { suppose they're sleeping

off the effects of last night's party:

SLEEP ON

sleep on sth: to delay making a

decision about something until the

next day or later. sleep on it » I'm

going to sleep on i, and tomorrow '

decide what to do.

SLEEP QUT

sleep out: to sleep oulside » We used

to sleep out under the stars on warm

summer mights,

SLEEP OVER —

sleep aver: to sleep at someone else’s

house for a night » /5 it okay if/ sleep

aver at jim's place tonight?
sleep-over K a party at which
children or young people stay the
night at someone’s house » One
night Mary Jo went ta a sleep-over at
a friend’s house.

SLEEP THROUGH —

sleep through sth: to continue

sleeping while something is

happening and not be woken by it

» How did you manage tao sleep

through that storm last night?

SLEEP TOGETHER —

sleep together: if two people are

sleeping together, they are having a

341

sexual relationship with each other
» When did you find aut that Betty
and your husband were sleeping
together?

SLEEP WITH —

sleep with sb: to have sex with
someane b /'m ot going to tell you
haw many women 've slept with,

SLICK

SLICK

BACK —

slick back sth,
slick sth back:
to push your
hair back from
your face and
keep it in that
style » His black
hair was sticked
back.

SLICK DOWN —+
slick down sth, slick sth down: to put
walter or another substance on your
hair to keep it close to your head » He
quickly straightened his tie and
slicked down his hair with water.

SLIM
SLIM DOWN —
1 slim down: to become thinner,
especially in order (o be heaithier or
more attractive = After three maoniths
on the diet she had slimmed down to
@ healthy 61 kilos,
slimmed-down 201 a slimmed-down
person has become thinner and
more attractive » She showed off
her new slimmed-down figure.
2 slim down, slim down sth, slim sth
down: If a company slims down or is
slimmed down, it makes itsell
smaller by getting rid of some of its
workers & Companies have been
stimming down to improve their
efficiency.

SLICK »

SLIP

SLIP AWAY

1 slip away: if someone’s poweer or
their chance of success slips away, il
gradually disappears = With its power
and prestige slipping away, the Party
appeated for unirg + from = As the
gome went on ! could feel the
championship slipping away from us.
2 slip away: Lo die peacefully » Fim
lay there on his hospital bed and
quietly slipped eway.

SLIPBY —

1 slip by: if time slips by, it seems to
pass very quickly » The hours slipped
by 5o guickly that fie almost forgot
about lunch.

2 let a chance slip by also let an
apportunity slip by: If you let a chance
or apportunity slip by, you do not use
it & Heve was a chance to make some
money, and he was nat ore fo tet such
an opportunity slip by.

SLIFIN —+

slip In sth, slip sth in: to quickly
mention something when you are
talking or writing about something
else » Writers of detective stories
often slip in a tiny clue that most
readers will miss.

SLIP INTO —

1 slip into sth: to put on a piece of
clothing in which you feel comfortable
and relaxed = N just slip into

: something more comfortable.
¢ 2 slip into unconsciousness/ a coma/

etc: 1o become unconscious or start to

¢ sleep = if brain damage is severe, the
¢ patient may stip infe a coma.
: 3 slip into sth: to start doing

something or start behaving in a
parlicular way, aithough you did not
intend 10 » Without a job to go to,

i Kevin soon slipped into the habit of

getting up af noon.



SLOB » 5LOPE

SLIP OFF »

4 slip sth off, slip off sth: (o take off a
picca of clothing sinnothly and easily
» He slipped off his coet and hung it in
the hall.

2 slip off: to leave & place quickiy and
quietly, so that no one notices you
going » “Where's Steve™ I think he
must have slipped off home.”
SLIPON "

slip sthon, slip on sth: to put on a
plece of clothing smoothly and easily
» Just ftop aut of bed aad slip on pour
dressing gown,

SLIP DUT -+

slip out: if a remark or a piece of
information slips out, yeu mention it
without intending to » f'm sarny, [
shoutdnt have soid that — 7t fust
stippad out,

SLIP QUT OF -+

slip out of sth: to take off clothes or
shoes quickly and easity » She stipped
out of her swimsuit and wropped o
towel araund her.

SLIF OVER ON —

stip ane over on sb: o deceive or
lrick someone by telling them
something that is not true w ft would
be easy for a smooth talker itke him
to slip one over ot these country
boys.

SLIP THROUGH -~

ship through: if something that is
incorrect of illegal slips threugh, it

is accidentally nol remaved or
changed » Even when a document
has been given a computer
spelicheck, some errors will
inevitobly slip through.

SLIFUP —

slip wp: to make a careless mistake

* Your lawyer stipped up on an
important detail — that's why the
prosecution faited.
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slip-up N a careless mistake » I'm
afraid there's been a bit of o slip-up
over pour coniract,

5L08

SLOB ARQUND -+

slob around: te spend time doing
nothing and being lazy » He was still
slobbing areund in his dressing gown
at funchtime.

S5LOG

SLOG AWAY

slog away: to work hard at something
for a long time » I go an siegging
away untif e finished the job. + at

» Randall spent the reat few months
slogging away ot Russian grammar.
SLOG OUT —

slog it out: to fight, compete, or argue
with someone for a Jong time until one
side wins » They're never going to
agree, so it's best to leave them lo
slag it out.

510G THROUGH —

slog through sth: to rcad or study
something that is long and difficult

» Thete was rta alternative to sitling
down and singging through
vocabulary iists,

SLOP

SLOP ARQUND  »

slop around: (o spend lime belng lazy
and doing very little, wearing ald,
untldy clothes » F didn't really expect
to find this famous scientist slopping
around in old jeans and a dirty
sweatshirt,

SLOPE

SLOPE AWAY —

slope away: if the ground slopes
away, it goes downwards - Jn front of
the farmhouse the land slopes eway
towords the river.

SLOPE QFF —

| slepe off: to leave somewhere quietly
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and secretly, especially to avoid work,
trouble etc @ He must have sloped off
home when no ape was looking.

» Scenting cur dogs, the wolf tured
away and stoped off into the forest.

SLOSH

SLOSH ARDUND

e sloshing around: if Lhere is a 1ol of
money sloshing around, there is more
of it available than Is needed » Why
can't some of that money sfoshing
around in Europe be used to reffeve
poverty in other counties?

SLOT

SLOT IN, @lsg SLOY INTG —

stot sth{ sb in, slot in sb/sth, slot
sthf sbinto sth: to find a time for
something or someone in a carefully
planned programme of events » O
Singh s extremely busy at present,
but | could slot you fn at 11.15
tomorrow. » We could slot you into
the afternoon session.

SLOUCH

SLOUCH ARDUND, 2156 SLOCH
ABOUT -

slouch around f about: 1o stand or
walk around slowly with your
shaulders bent forward because you
are hared and have nothing to dg

» Bored youlhs were slouching aroond
or streert corners.

SLOUGH

SLOUGH OFF —

1 slough off sth, slough sth off: 1o get
rid of a feeling, memaory, or quality that
you do not want » The company is now
arxious to stough off its bed reputation,
2 slough off sth, slough sth off: if 2
snake or gther animal sloughs off its
old dead skin, Lhat skin comes off its
hody when a new skin grows & A
ratilesnake may steugh off its skin up
to four times ¢ year,

SLOSH » Shlin

SLOW

SLOW DOWY  *

1 slow down, slow down shy sth, slow
sby sth dewn: to start to move slowly
of ko make somecne or something do
this » Palice are asking matorists fo
slow down ond fake extra care. » ke
o the road slowed us down
considerably

2 slow down sby sth, slow sb/ sth
down, slow down: [0 start Lo work or
develop more siowly, o1 to make
sormeone of something do this » An
industrial dispute hos stowed down
production at the factory w If business
sfows down, some of these workers
are going {0 luse their jobs.

3 slow down: if you slow down, you
become less active o work with less
energy than before » When pou get iv
iy age, it’s time o stow dowa a litle.
SLOW UP —

1 slow up, slow up sth/sh, slow
sthfsb up: to begin to move or work
mare slowly or tn make something or
sameone do this = The car slowed tp
as it approached the gate.

w Computing problems slowed us up o
bil.

2 slow up sth, slaw sth up: to make
samething happen or develop more
slowly » The new legisiation could
stow up the whole electfon process.

SLUG

SLWUG QUT —

slug it out: if two or more people,
teams, armies gtc slug it out, they
fight, compate, or argue fos along
time until one side wins » Now we can
watch our political leaders slugging it
out in tive TV debates.

¢ SMACK

SMACK OF -
smatck of sth: to seem to contain same
of an unpleasant quality er attitude » ¢



SMARTEN » SMOKE

wouldn’t want to be involved in
anything that smacks of illegality.

SMARTEN

SMARTEN UP —

1 smarten up sth/sh, smarten sth/sh
up, smarten up: to make yourself or
something look neater and tidier

» Barbara had smartened herself up
ready for the interview. » He had made
up his mind to sell the old house after
he had smartened it up a bit.

2 smarten up your act olso smarten
up your ideas: to improve the way you
think and wark, so that you are more
effective » You'd better smarten your
fdeas up if you want to keep your job
here.

3 smarten up: to become more wise
and less stupid » Let's hape Borbaro
hos smartened up since her last
relationship.

SMASH

SMASH DOWN

smash down sth, smash sth down: to
hit something such as a door ar wall
s0 violently that it falls to the ground
® There were complaints that police
had smashed down daors and
destroyed furniture while searching
the premises,

SMASH IN

smash sth in, smash in sth: (o break
something or make a hole in it, by
hitting it violently » Sameone had
smashed his skull in with a baseball
bat. smash sb's face/head in (=hit
someone hard in the face or on the
head) » if he tries to mess me around,
I'li srash his face in.

SMASH UP —

smash up sth, smash sth up: to
destroy something or damage it very
badly by hitting it violently or crashing
it » A gang of thugs come into the bar
and smashed the place up.
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SMELL

SMELLOF

smell of sth: to have a smell that is
like a particular thing » The house still
smells of paint. » He came home
smelling of whisky.

SMELL OUT +

1 smell sth/sb out, smell out sth/ sb:

if an animal smells out something or

someone, it finds them by using its

sense of smell » A fox could hide in
the woods, but our dogs would smel
it put

2 smell out sth, smell sth out: to
discover something that someane
want to keep hidden or secret » They
feared her because somehow she
olways smelt out their innermost
secrets.

SMILE

SMILEON +

- fortune is smillng on sb also fote is
- smiling on sb: used to say that

someone (s lucky because

something good happens to them or
they avoid something bad b Fortune
must have been smiling on him — he
arrived ot the airport an hour late only
to find that his fiight had been
delayed.

SMOKE

SMOKE QUT —

1 smoke out sh, smoke sb out: to
discover who is causing a problem and
force them to make themselves known
» The McCarthy trials were intended to
smoke out Communist sympathizers
and enemy agents.

2 smoke out sby sth, smoke sb/ sth
out: to force a person or animal to
come out of a place by filling it with
smoke » Beekeepers smoke out the
bees and remave the honeycombs

i from the hive,
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SMOCTH

SMOOTH —

smooth away sth, smooth sth away:
1o get rid of any problems, worries, ar
difficulties » The two leaders met
secretly to smooth away any obstacies
ta the peace agreement.

SMOOTH DOWN  +

smooth down sth, smooth sth down:
to make the surface of something
smoaoth and flat & jenny got up ond
smoothed down her dress.

SMOOTH QUT —

1 smooth out sth, smooth sth out: to
make cloth or paper smooth and flat
» He smoothed aut the map, and
begon to plan their route.

2 smoath cut sth, smooth sth out: to
make something happen in an even
and regular way without any sudden
changes or problems » The
government wants to smooth out the
business cycle, and stop the swings
fram boom to bust.

3 smooth aut sth, smocth sth out: 1o
deal with any problems, difficulties, or
disagreements, so Lhat somathing can
waork effectively » The talks are
intended to smooth out any practicat
problems which may get in the way of
a settlement.

SMOCOTH OVER

smooth over sth, smooth sth over: Lo
make disagreements and other
problems seem less serious by talking
about them to the people involved

» ! was sure that | could smooth over
our little misunderstanding. smaoth
things over » Use this as an
opportunity to smooth things over, to
apologize again and moke a fresh start.

SMOTHER

SMOTHER IN, al50 SMOTHER
WITH —

1 smother sth in/ with sth: ta cover

“;?a“{ ‘
: face many M i
S times > She S gy

SMOOTH » 51

the surface of something wilh
amount of 2 substence » Bejore rhrz
set off for the beach they smothered
themselves in stcreem.
2 smother sb

with kisses:

to kiss

someone's

L oran 1o meet

i himoand
smothered him with kisses,
SNACK
SNACK ON

snack on sth: to eat small amounts of
a particular food between main meals
or instead of a meal » f fend to sack
on chacolate during the day when {'m
working.

SNAP

SNAP QUT —+

snap out sth, snap sth out: to say
something quickly or suddenly,

: especially when you are annoyed

» Captain Vincent was furiously
snapping out instructions ta the creve
SNAP OUT OF

1 snap out of sth, snap sb out of sth:
to stop feeling unhappy or upset, and
become mare cheerful, or to make
someane do this. snap out of it

= » Come on fran, snap aut of it! Things

aren't really so bad. snap sb out of it
» Marie's been feeling really
depressed recently, and | con't seem
fa snap her out of it.

2 snap out of sth, snap sb aut of sth;
to suddenly stop thinking pleasant
thoughts that make you forget
about what is really happening, or to
make someone do this » He was
snapped out of his deydream by
Rachel, who suddenly appeared by his
side.



SNARL » SNIFF

SNAP UP —»

1 snap up sth, snap sth up: to buy
something quickly and eagerly before
other people can buy it » Al the
tickets for the game were snapped up
Jnt less than twe hours.

2 snap up sth, snap sth up: to take an
opportunity as soon as it becomes
available » 'm suve if they affered fiim
the job he'd snap it up straightoway.

SNARL
SNARLUP —
1 snarl up, snarl up sth: if traffic snarls
up oris snarled up, the cars cannot
mave freely because the road is
blocked or too busy » Drivers were
swearing as they got snarled up in the
midday traffic.
snarl-up n when traffic cannot move
freely because he road is blocked or
there are too many cars » snarl-ups
an the roads out of Paris
2 snarl up, snarl up sth, snar sth up:
if 2 system or process snarls up or is
snarled up, it slops working because
there is too much work to deal with
» The huge number of cases has
snarled up the court process.

SNATCH

SNATCH AWAY —

snatch away sth, snatch sth away: to
suddenly take something away from
someone B Marco tried to snatch the
ring away from her, » United snatched
the championship oway with an
amazing goal from Poyne.

SNEAK

SNEAK ON —

sneak an sh: to tell someone such as
an employer, parent, or teacher that
another person has done something
wrong » She didn't want the ather
girfs fo think that she was sneaking on
them.
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SNEAK UP —

sneak up; to come near to someone
very quietly, so that they do nol hear
or see you until you reach them » Kate
sneaked up behind him end put her
hands over his eyes. + on » A couple
of kids sneaked up on him in a dark
alley and took all his money,

SNEEZE

SNEEZE AT —

not to be sneezed at: used to say that
something is so good that you should
definitely consider it » f5o00 0 week

was not to be sneezed at.

SNIFF

SNIFF AROUND, GfS0 SNIFF

ROUND —*

sniff around, sniff around sth: to try to
find out infarmation about someone or
something, especially information that
they want to hide » [t won't be long
before the tax office starts sniffing
oround. » Of course she'll keep quiet.
She won't want the police sniffing
around her place.

SNIFF AT —

1 not to be sniffed at: used to say that
something is so good that you should
definitely consider it » The price,
however, is not to be sniffed at:

: f1p.so!

2 sniff at sth: to disapprove of
something and think that it is not very
good = The critics tended to sniff at
his films, and dismiss them as being
rather childish,

SNIFF OUT »

1 sniff out sth, sniff sth out: to find out
information thal other people want
kept secret, or to find something that
may be useful or valuable

¥ journafists are trained to sniff out o
good story. » She had a talent for
sniffing out bargains.
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2 sniff out
sth, sniff sth
out: if a dog
sniffs out
something,
for example
hidden drugs
or explosives, the dog finds it using its
sense of smell » A police dog sniffed
out over 400 pounds of cocalne in a
camper van.

SNIFF ROUND S SNIFF AROUND

SNOW

BE SNOWED IN, aiS0 BE SNOWED
up

be snowed in: to be unable to leave
the place where you are because there
Is sa much snow on the ground

» Many people are snowed in and
cannot get to work. » We were
snowed up all week in a mountain
cabin.

BE SNOWED UNDER —*

be snowed under: to have so much
work, so many lelters, phone calls elc,
that It Is difficult to deal with
everything & [ wauld haove colled you
eailfer but I've been absolutely
snowed under,

BE SNOWED UP 5£¢ BE SNOWED IN

SNUFF

SNUFF OUT —

1 snuff out sth, snuff sth aut: to end
something suddenly, especially
something that has been developing
or growing » Tanks were sendin fo
controf the protestors, and the
democracy movement was seon
snuffed out.

2 snuff aut sth, snuff sth out: to stop a
candle or flame from burning b He
tumed over and snuffed out the
candie on his bedside table

SNOW » SOAK

SNUGGLE
SNUGGLE
DOWN —
snuggle
down: to
move into a
warm
comfortable
position in your bed, especially in
order to sleep b With a sigh, she
snuggled down under the quilt again.
SHUGGLE UP —

1 snuggle up: to move into a warm
comfortable position lying or sitting
next to someane it was o cold night
and the childrern snuggled up to keep
warm. +to» Tess snuggled vp to him,
her head on his chest,

2 be snuggled up: to be lying or
sitting in a warm comfortable position
» She longed to be indoors, stuggled
ug in bed with @ good book.

SOAK

BE SOAKED THROUGH —

be soaked through: to be completely
wet v By the time he got hame, his
Jacker was sooked through.

SOAK UP +

1 soak up sth, soak sth up: Lo enjoy
experiencing or looking al something
in a place » You can stay in pretty
mountain villages and soak up the
scenery. soak up the sun » Morocco is
an ideal place for spaking up the sun.
soak up the atmosphere (=enjoy
watching and experiencing all the
interesting things that are happening
in a place) » j wanted to wandey
around the old markets and souk up
the almoesphere,

2 soak up sth, soak sth up: if
something soaks up a liquid, it takes
the liquid into itself » He used a towel
to 50ak up the blood.

3 s0ak up sth, soak sth up: to learn a




SOBER » SORT

tat of information and ideas about a
subjact by reading, listening 10 other
pecple etc » f read a lotf of books and
tried to soak up es many new ideas as
1 coutd.

& 50ak up sth, soak sth up: fo use a
lot of money, especially an
unreasonably large amount » The mew
salellite network soaked up rtore thon
£&5 rtiflion of public money:

SOBER

SOBER DOWN

sober down: to stop being so excited,
waorried, or frightened, and become
calin = When they'd alf sobered dows,
he went on with Jis story.

SOBER UP —

2 50ber up, soher sb up, sober up 5b: 1o
gradually become less drunk ar make
somenne tess drunk » Fhe text day,
when she had sobered up, she come
aver to apalogize for her beftaviour.

2 scher up, sober up sb, sober sb up:
ta behave in a more serious and
sensible way, or make someone do
1his » The bombing helped to sober
up u lo! of people who had previously
supporied the ferrorisys,

S0CK

SOCKTO —

150K it to sh: to hil someone very
hard » Mike socked it to fim with o
1eft to his jaw

2 sock It te sb: te do something ina
way that is very impressive and has a
strong effect » The audience is waiting
for you, Frank. Get out there and sock
it to them.

SOFTEN UP

SOFTEN UP —

1 soften up sh, soften sb up: to make
someone more likely to do what you

want, especially by praising them or

being kind to them » J sow now she
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Was trying fo Soften me up jusi (o ask
me a favour. w Buy her some flowers -
that should soften her up a bir.

2 soften up sth, soften sth up: 1o
make something soft = The rain had
softened up the ground.

SOLDIER

SOLOIER ON —

saldier on: to continue doing
something, even though it is difficul
or unpleasant » He managed to
soldier on until the end of the game in
spite of his injuries,

SORT

SORT QUT —+

1 50rt out 5th, sort sth out: to
suceessiyully deal with a prablem, a
difficult situation, or a disagreement
» She went to a counsedlor to help
S5or1 gut her mariage. get it sorted
out » {'if pe glad when we've got
everything sorted ouT. SOt yoursetl
qut oise sort aut your fife (=deal with
your persanal problems) = You've gor
to try and stop drinking and sort
yourself our.

2 sort itself out: if 2 situation sorts
itself out, it slops being a problem
without amyone trying te do anything
» Don't worry. I'm sure il aif sart
itself aut i the end.

3 sort out 5th, sort sth eut: to arrange
or arganize things so that they are no
lenger untidy or badly organized » Ay
wanted mé o help her sort out the
house. » We rteed to sort cut our
camping gear defore we go away on
holiday.

4 sort out 5ti, 50t sth out: to arranpe
to get something or to arrange for
something fa be done - Werking
mathers often bave difficuity sorting
oul childeare,

5 sort out 5th, satt sth out: to make
final decisions abgut something that is
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planned » Have you sorted aut where
yau're going to live?

& sort out sth, sort sth out; to
separate one type of thing from
another » Steve had spolted the letter
while sorting out his mail,

SORT THROUGH —

sert through sth: to look for
something among a lot of similar
things » She st down and sorted
carefully thraugh the files.

SOUND

SOUND OFF *

saund off: to complain loudly and
angrily about something, + about

» Here he is again, seurding off about
the amount of sex ond violence on TV,
SOUND OUT —

sound out sb, sound sh out: to find
out what someane thinks ahout a plan
oridea b Government officials are
trying to sound owl the views of the
public sbout the proposed ban,

SOUP
SOUP UP -+
soup up sth, soup sth up: to make
changes to something in order to
make it more powerful, effactive,
interasting etc than Ir was bafore
» new software programs ta saup up
the office ¢-mail
souped-up ap) something that is
sotped-up has been changed to
make it mare powesrful, effective,
interesting ete » o souped-up ofd
Escort

SPACE

SPACE QUT —

1 be spacer out; to be unable to think
clearly, for example because of the
effects of drugs or tiredness » That
Suturday ! was fine until the
afternoon, Then ! begun to feel todatty
spaced out.

SOUND » SPEAK

2 space out: to stop paying attention
and just ook at something withput
thinking, especially because you are
tired, bored, ot have taken drugs ® {
totally spaced oui during the meeting
and didn’t hear the delails ebout our
next project.

SPARK

SPARK OFF ~

spark off sth, spark sth off: to
suddenly cause something to star, for
example protests, viclence, or interest
in something » An apparenily minar
incident sporked off ricting which
lasted for days. w Her case did mare
than anything 1o spark off the civil
rights movement.

SPEAK

SPEAK FOR —

1 speak for sh: to express the
apinions, thoughts, or feelings of a
person or group of people » Shalley
wes a poel who spoke for the peaple
= I'm sure | speak for everyone here
when [ say thit it has been g pledswie
o work with you,

2 sth speaks for itseif: used to say
that something shows ¢learly that
something is true » The foct thal so
marny pecple are fgaving teaching
speaks for ftself

3 sth s spaken fer: if something is
spoken for, someone else has already
arranged Lo have it or use [t » Sorry.
This table’s already spoken for

4 {you can) speak for yourself: used
to say that you definitely do not have
the same feelings or opinians as the
persen you are talking to » Speck for
yoursell. | don't hove that kind of
nroblem,

& let sb speak far himself/ herself etc:
1o let someane say what their opinion
abaut somathing is, without having
somegne else Lo say it for them w /1




SPEED » SPICE

bring Mr Power in and tet him speak
for himself.
& speaking for myself: used before
you say what your apinion about
something fs » Speoking for myself, [
can't think of onytiing more boring!
SPEAK OF —
1 speak of sth: to have qualities which
make you think of something else
» He wanted to create something
that spoke of spring, that made
people feel there was o celebration
going on.
2 speak of sth: to show clearly that
something is true or exists » The
decision to concel the project speaks
of a lack of confidence in the
boardrooi
SPEAK OUT -+
speak out: to express your opinions
publicly » People lived fn constant
feor of the police, and no ane dared to
speak out. + against » He was one of
the few politicions who hed the
courage to speak out agolnst the war.
outspeken ) talking publicly about
your opinians » an outspaeken critic
of the regime
SPEAK UP
1 speak up!: used to tell someone to
speak more loudly » Speak up! I'm a
fittie deaf?
2 speak up: to express your opinions
freely, especially to support or defend
someone » The orgarization hes been
very active in speaking up on behalf of
disadvantaged families. w The victims
of damestic viotence are often afraid
to speak up.

SPEED

SPEED BY *

speed by: if lime speeds by, it seems
Lo pass very quickly » The weeks sped
By and 5060 it was time (o go back to
school,
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SPEED OFF —

speed off: to leave somewhere quickly
or suddenly » She wotched then as
they sped off into the night.

SPEED UR —

speed up, speed up sth, speed sth up:
0 move, work, or happen more
quickly, or make something do this

» You'd befier speed up Martin, or
we'll never get this dene, » I'm sorry
about the delay. I iry and spead
things up a bit.

SPELL

SPELL QUT —

1 spell out sth, spell sth out: to
explain samething ciearly and in detail
» Television companies ran
commercigls spelling ouwt the dangers
of smoking. w What they told you
wasn trie. How many times do { have
ta spell it gut for you?

2 spell out sth, spell sth out: to say
the lefters of a word separately in their
correct order » fan spelied out his
name, "FA-HERT.Y"

SPEW

SPEW CUT —

spew out sth, spew sth out, spew out;
ta send out something in large
quantilies, ar to come out of
something in large quantities » The
four great chimneys to his left spewed
oul thelf fumes over the town.

» Tickertape was spewing out of the
teteprinter,

SPICE

SPICE UP —

spice up sth, spice sth up: to make
semething more interesting or
exciting » She believes that adding
reat-life drama con spice up a history
fessan. » 101 ways to spice up your
love tife
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SPILL

SPILL OUT

1 spill out: to come or pour.out of &
contalner, usually by accident and In
an unticly way » Holf her clothes had
sgitled out of ker suitcase.

2 spill aut: to come out of a place in
large numbers, usvally in a
disorganized way » A coachlead af
tourists spifed out and hurried to the
cliff-top te admire the view.

SPILL OVER —

1 spill over:
If somethin
container spills
over, It pours over
the edge, usually
because the
contalner s too
Tull » The beer
rose up the glass
and began o spill
oVer,

2 spill over: if a problem or a bad
situatlon spills aver, it spreads and
starts to affect other places, people
clc. 4 inta » The fighting fad spilled
overinto neighbouring countries.

w The effects of the recession spifled
over into almost every aspect of
people’s lives.

SPIN

5PN ARQUND, als0 SPIN ROUND —
spin around reund: Lo suddenly mave
quickly around. so that you are facing
in a completely different direction

» He spun oround in his chair to face
me. w Someane topped Dovies on the
shouwlder and he spun round,

SPIN DUT —+

spin qut sth, spin sth aut: ta make
somethlng continue for as long as
possible, or make faod, money etc last
for as long as possible » She'd only
prepared the first part of the class, 5o

SPILL » SPLIT

i she tried to spin it out foras long as
* she could.

SPIN ROUND 5@ SPIN ARDUND

SPIRIT

SPIRIT AWAY

spirlt away sh/sth, spirit sbysth
away: 10 take someone of something
away quickly and mysteriously » Afrer
the press confereace, the royal touple
were spiriled awoy in a big black
limousine.

SPIT

SRIT QUT —

1 pit out sth, spit sth out: 10 make
something come out of your mouth by
blowing it, In order to ger rid of it » He
spat out a big watermelon seed.

2 spit [t aut!: used Lo ask someane to
tell you something that they seem too
frightened or embatrassed to say

» Come op mar, Spit It out!

SPLASH

SPLASH DOWN —

splash down: if & spacecraft splashes

down, it lands in the seaw The

astronauts ore due to splash down in

the Pacific Ocean at around § pm.
splashdown 1 when a spacecraft
lands in the sea » The crew
managed to make radio comtact just
before splashdown.

SPLASH OUT —

splash out: to spend a lot of money on

something » / feef like splashing out a

bit. Let’s go to that new french

restourant, + on b The actor fas

splashed out £425.000 on o fourth

home for himself and his wife.

SPLIT

SPLIT QFF *

1 split off, split off sth, split sth off if
part of something splits off, or you
split it off, it becomes separated from
the rest » A group of white rocks fad



SPOIL » SPREAD

split off from the cliff. » Work is split

off from peaple’s family lives, and it
has been sa since the stort of the
Industrial Revolution.

2 split off: to stop being members of a
party or organization and farm a new
one » A smafl group spiit off ond
called themselves the Real Socialist
Party.

SPLIT ON —

split on sb: to tell someane in
authority, for example a teacher, that
someone has done something wrong
» Don't worry. Rober! worr't sphit an
us.

SPLIT UP —

1 split up sth, split sth up, split up: to
divide something into different parts
or groups, or to separate into different
parts or groups » None of us believed
that it was right to split up the
company, » They all split up and went
their own separate ways. + into

¥ Many of the larger houses are being
split up fiito flats. split up sth between
sb also sphit up sth among sb (=divide
something so that each member of a
group has part of it) » The former
Soviet armed forces were split up
between the new states.

2 split up:

if two people
split up, they
end their
romantic
relationship
or marriage
= After her
parents splil
up, she went
aoff to live with her mother. + with » He
split up with his wife ofter 18 years of
marriage.
3 split up: to stop performing or
working together » Why do you think
the Beaties sphit up?

SPOIL

BE SPOILING FOR

be spoiling for a fight afso be spoiling
for troubfe: to want to have a fight or
argument with someone and try to
make this happen & Williams was
obviously spoiing for a fight.
SPONGE

SPONGE OFF, QiS50 SPONGE ON —
sponge off/ on sb: ta get money or
other things from sameone without
paying them back ar doing anything
far them in return & He's sponged off
his parents all his iife. v Millionaire
exectitives are just spanging off the
backs of ordinary workers

SPOUT

SPOUT ON, al50 SPOUT OFF —
spout an/ off: to talk a lot aboul
something in a boring way, especially
without knowing a lot about the
subject. + about » a boring otd man
whao kept spauting on about how
voung peaple have no sense of duty

SPRAWL
SPRAWL OUT +
be sprawled out: to sit or lie with your

i arms or legs stretched out in a relaxed

or careless way » He came fn and
sprawied out on the sofa in front of
the TV,

SPREAD

SPREAD OUT

1 spread out sth, spread sth out: to
open something thal is folded and lay
il lat on a surface » He spread o tawel
out on the sand and sat down.

2 spread out sth, spread sth out: to
arrange a group of things on a
surface, 5o that you can look at them
or use them & They put o rug down on
the ground and spread the food out
on it

3 spread out aiso be spread out: (o
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cover a large area » The wide sweep
of the Bay of Naples spread out far
below us.

4 be spread out: if a group of people
or things are spread out, they cover a
wide area and are far apart from each
other » Books and records were
spread out all over the fioar.

5 spread out sth, spread sth out: {o
move your arms, legs, fingers etc, and
stretch them so that there is a wide
space hetween them. spread out your
arms/ legs etc » Diane leant back ond
spread out her arms along the bock of
the sofa.

6 spread out: if a group of people
spread out, they move apart fram each
other $0 that they cover a wider area
» He ordered his men to spread out
and search the surrounding fields.

7 spread out, spread out sth, spread
sth out: to move outwards and cover a
wide area, or to make something do
this » Shoeck waves spread out from
the epicentre of the earthguake.

8 spread out sth, spread sth out: to
arrange for something to happen or be
done in stages over a period of time,
+ gvar » You can spread out the cost
over a year and pay a little each
month.

SPREAD OVER —

spread sth over sth: to arrange for
something to happen or be done in
stages over a period of time & The tax
increases will be spread over the next
three years.

SPRING

SPRING BACK

spring back: if something that has
been moved, pressed, or stretched
springs back, it quickly returns Lo its
origlnal position or shape » The
branch sprang back and hit him in the
face.

SPRING » SPROUT

SPRING FOR —

spring for sth: to pay for something
» 'l spring for a pizza if you go pick it
up.

SPRING FROM

1 spring from sth: to come from or be
caused by something » Many of her
ideas spring from personal
experience.

2 where did you/ he etc spring from?:
used o show surprise when you
suddenly see someone that you
thought was somewhere else » Where
did you spring from? | thought you
hod afready left.

SPRING ON —*

1 spring sth on sb: to tell someone
something that shocks or surprises
them » Her family doesn't know
about her engagement yet. She
plans to spring it on them this
weekend,

2 spring sth on sb: to suddenly do
something that shocks or surprises
someone & Troops were forced to flee
when rebels sprang an ambushi on
them.

SPRING UP +

4 5pring up: to suddenly appear or
start 1o exist b Out-of-town shopping
centres seem (0 be springing up
everywhere these days. » Beautiful
flowers fiad sprung up on the barren
hiliside.

2 spring up: to stand up suddenly

» She sprang up from her seat and
started shouting.

SPROUT

SPROUT UP

sprout up: to suddenly appear or start
to exist, especially in large numbers
» Businesses and factories have
sprouted tp on both sides of the
border.



SPRUCE » SQUASH

SPRUCE

SPRUCE UP —»

Spruce up, spruce up sth, spruce sth
up: to make yourself or something
look tidier and more attractive » Pau!
wen! upstairs to spruce up a bit before
dinner. » Wealthier people moved into
the area, and spruced up the old
buildings.

SPUR

SPURON

Spur sh on: to encourage someone to
try harder in order to succeed » The
course was really tough, but the desire
to make her family proud of her
spurred her on. spur sh on to do sth

» Recent discaveries are spurring us
on lo find a better treatment for the
disease.

SPY

SPY ON, al50 SPY UPON +

spy on/ upon sb/ sth: to watch
someone or something secretly in
order to get more information about
them » Carey spied on US diplomats
and military officials in Bedlin. » o
children’s novel about an 11-year-old
girl who spies on her friends and
neighbours

SPY OUT —

spy out sth: lo get more infarmation
about something by going and looking
at it, often secretly » The soldiers
immediately assumed that the men
were thevre to spy out their defences.
SPY UPON See SPY ON

SQUARE

SQUARE AWAY —+

square sth away: to finish or make
something ready, especially by adding
final details » Peter needs another day
ta get things squared away at home.
SQUARE OFF —

square off: to fight or play against
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someone in a sport » Arizona and
Stanford square off in the Rose Bowl
on Sunday.

SQUARE UP —

1 square up: to pay 50meone money
that you owe them » ' pay for the
drinks now and we can square up
loter. + with » Sandy had better
square up with the credit card
company soon.

2 square up: lo prepare to fight or
compete with someocne & Sixty
schoals are sguaring up to compete in
the Cricket Championships,

SQUARE UP TO

square up to sh/sth: to deal with a
difficult situation or personin a
determined way » Kathleen finally
squared up to her brather and refused
ta lend him any more money,
SQUARE WITH —

1a. square with: to seem right or
similar when compared with
something else » Denise’s behaviour
Squares with her beliefs about animal
rights, w His story didr't square with
the witnesses’ statements,

b. square sth with sth: ta show that

* two things are right or similar when

compared with each ather » How can
you square such violent octions with

your religious beliefs?

2 square sth with sb: to get someone

! to allow or agree to something » I

take the day off if { can square it with
my boss.

SQUASH

SQUASH IN, iSO SQUASH INTO —
squash in, squash in sb/sth, squash
sb/sth in, squash sbfsthin sth,
squash into sth, squash sb/ sth Into
sth: to push yourself or something
else into a small space » He squashed
in, shating the back seat with his
mother ond sisters, » Five of us
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squashed ourselves into ane hotel
room to save money.

SQUASH

up —
squash up: to
move closer
together in
order to

make space
for someone
or something
else » We can
get four
people on the
back seat if you all squash up.

SQUEAK

SQUEAK BY — .
squeak by, squeak by sb: to only just
succeed n doing semething of
defeating someone » My boyfriend
scored incredibly high in the exam, but
1 just squeaked by. » The Bears
squeaked by the Spartans last season,
winning 35-34.

SQUEAK THRQUGH +

squeak through sth, squeak through:
to anly just succeed in doing
something, for example passing a lest
or winning something » Bradley
squeaked through with 51 percent of
the vote.

SQUEAL

SQUEAL ON —

squeal on sb: fo lell someone in
authority about samething wrong or
illegal that another person has done

» The cops found out abot the
robbery. Someone must have squealed
onus.

SQUEEZE

SQUEEZE IN, al$0 SQUEEZE INTO *
1 squeeze in shy sth, squeeze sb/ sth
in, squeeze sb/ sth into sth: 10
manage Lo do something of meet

SQUEAK » SQUIRM

sameone even though you are very
busy or do nat have much time » On
Wednesdays Allen can usudlly squeeze
i a round of golf. » She is able to
squeeze workouts into her schedule
by getting up early in the momings.

2 squeeze in, squeeze in sb/sth,
squeeze sb/ sth In, squeeze sb/sth in
5th, squeeze sbf sth inta sth, squeeze
into sth: to push or fit someone or
something into a small space b We
were all squeezed inte a liny room.

w These jeans are a bit tight but J can
still squeeze into them.

SQUEEZE OUT —

squeeze sb out: 1o prevent someone
from taking part in a particular activity
o1 business, or from staying in a
particular area or job » Big
supermarkets are squeezing our
smailer shops who can’t affer such low
prices. + of » Low-income families
claint they are being squeezed out of
the area by high rents,

SQUEEZE OUT OF —

squeeze sth out of sth/sh: to gt
something that you want from
someone or something, especially
when they do not want to give it to
you » Politicians find numerous ways
of squeezing more maney out of
people.

SQUIRM

SQUIRM OUT —

1 squirm out: to only just succeed in
escaping from a bad situation. + of
» She squirmed aut of every tough
situation and managed to win the
match.

2 squirm out: to avoid doing
something that you do not want to do.
+ of » Dan squirmed out of the
department meeting by claiming he
had too much work to da.



SQUIRREL » STAMP

SQUIRREL
SQUIRREL
AWAY —+
squirrel away
sth, squirrel
sth away: to
Save
something
and put it ina g
safe or secret @
place so that
¥ou can use it at a later lime » He had
several million dollars squirielled
away in swiss bank accounfs

STACK

STACK UP  +

1 stack up, stack sth up, stack up sth:
to form into a neal pile, of to make
something form into a neal pile

* Stack up the chairs in your
classroom before you leave, » Boxes
of food were stacked up i the
warehouse, ready to be defivered to
needy families.

2 stack up: to gradually increase in
number & Your phone messages
really stacked up while you weie on
holiday.

3 stack up: to be as good as or better
than something else. + to/ against

b Cable operators said satellite TV
fails to stack up to cable in same
areas. how sth stacks up (=whether it
is as good as other things of the same
kind) » Parents want to know how
their children’s schools stack up
against others.

4 stack up: to happen in a particular
way w How did the meeting stack up
this afternoon?

STAKE

STAKE ON —

stake sth on sth: to risk losing
something that is valuable or
important if a plan is not successful
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® He fias stoked his reputation and
political career on this proposal.
STAKE OUT —
1 stake out sh, stake sth out: if
someone stakes out a building, they
watch it to see who is coming and
going or what is happening inside
» Reporters have staked out her home
and are offering £10,600 for an
nterview.
stakeaut 11 when someone watches
a building to see who is coming and
going or what is happening inside
» Detectives were on stakeout for
armed robbers.
2 stake out a claim: (o say publicly
that you think you have a right to
something & The tribes have both
staked out their claim to the territory,
3 stake out sth, stake sth out: to mark
or enclose an area to show that it
belongs to you or that you plan to use
it We staked out a spot an the beach
and sat dowi,
4 stake out sth, stake sth out: to
publicly explain your opinion on a
particular subject » Coles has firmly
stoked out his policies,

STAMMER

STAMMER QUT —

: stammer out sth, stammer sth out: to

say something with difficulty, for
example because you are nervous
» Manson began to stammer ou!
f)}(usri‘ hoping Kelly would believe
1T,

STAMP

STAMP ON —

1.stamp on sb/ sth: to use your
authority to stop someone doing
something of to stop semething
happening » Our boss stamped on
every suggestion we made, and then
decided to cancel the project.

2 stamp sth on sth: if you stamp your
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style or character on something, you
Influence it in your own personal way
» The two designers have stomped
their unique style on the room.
STAMP QUT —

stamp out sth, stamp sth out: to
completely get rid of something bad
® Police believe they have nearly
succeeded in stamping out drug
dealing in the neighbourhood. » an
atlempt to stamp out carruption ir the
Civil Service

STAND

STAND AROUND, al50 STAND
ABOUT —

stand around/ about: to stand
somewhere and not do anything » A
qroup of press photographers were
standing around outside the girpart.
STAND AGAINST —

stand against sb: to compete with
someone for a political position

» Republicans are unsure who will
stand against the Democratic
candidate in November's election,
STAND APART —

stand apart: to be different from or
better than others of a similar type
» Excelfent service will make aur
company stand apart,

STAND ASIDE —

1 stand aside: to move so that
someone ¢an go past you = Stand
aside, please, and let the runners
p0ss.

2 stand aside: Lo decide not to
become involved in an argument,
fight, or difficult situation » We can't
fust stand aside and do nothing while
people are starving.

3 stand aside: to leave your job and
let someone else have it = Edgar was
pressured to stand aside after the
bribery scandal,

STAND

STAND BACK

. 1stand back: 10 move backwards so
: that you are a short distance away

from semeone or something » From
time to time, the artist stood back and

: admired his painting.

2 stand back: to think about a
situation in the way a person who is
not directly involved in it would think

aboutit, in order to solve it or

understand it better » ! think we
should stond back ond give this Issue
same long, calm thought.

3 stand back: to decide not to take
action or become involved in a
situation » How can people just stand
back when sa many families need
help?

STAND BETWEEN —

stand between sb and sth: if
something stands between vou and
spmething else, it stops you from
achieving it or from getting into a
situation » Weifare payments are the
only thing standing between millions
of our people and starvation.

STAND 8y —

* 1 stand by: to allow something to
¢ happen when you should be doing

something to try to stop it » Several
peaple stood by ond did nothing to
stop the robbery.
bystander v someone who sees
something such as a crime
happening, but does not get
involved in it » Bystanders watched
as a young man threatened te fump
from the 110-starey building.
2 stand by sth: to not change your
mind about something you previously
said » He stands by his story and
denies any involvement in the murder.
» The president will probably stond by
his earfier decision.
3 stand by sb/ sth: to continue to give
someane help and support when they



STAND

are in a difficult situation » Kate and
Louie agreed to stand by their son
Matt as he recovered from his drug
addiction.

4 stand by: to be ready to help
someane or do something » Operators
are standing by, ready to take your
order. stand by to do sth» Buses were
standing by to take hotel guests to the
airport.

STAND DOWN —

stand down: to agree to leave your job
or official position, so that someone
else can do it instead » I'm prepared
to stand down in favour of another
candidate.

STAND FOR —

1 stand for sth: to represent a word,
phrase, or idea » What does 'UNHCR"
stand for?w For centuries in literature,
the swon has stood for purity and
virtue,

2 stand for sth: to suppart a particular
set of ideas, principles, or values

» Maritin Luther King stood for justice
for all Americans.

3 not stand for sth: to refuse to accept
a situalion without complaining or
trying Lo change it » You can't ban
cars from the city cenire - people
wouidn't stand for it. sh won't/
wouldn't stand for sth» “/ won't
stand for swearing in my house,” said
Pegqy indignantly.

4 stand for sth: to try to be elected to
a political or official position » He first
stood for Parliament in the 1983
electiom.

STAND IN —

stand in: to do someone else's job for
a short period of time. + as » Who’s
standing in as choirperson while
Meg's away? + for » Teachers are
getting fed up with having to stand in
for absent colleagues.
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STAND OFF -+
stand off sb/ sth: to prevent someane
or something from coming close
enough to attack you » The gunman
staod off police for about two hours
befare surrendering.
standoff u a situation in which
neither side in a battle or argument
can get an advantage » Police
surrounded the building and a
standoff cantinued until shortly
before 7 a.m.
STAND OUT —
1 stand out:
to be very
easy to see
or nolice
» The ads are
meant to
stend out
and catch
peaple’s attention.
+ against » Theresa’s bicached Blond
hair stands out against her dark
clothing. stand out a mile (=used to
emphasize that something stands oul)
w Of course he’s rich — it stands out @
mite!
2 stand out: to be clearly better than
other similar things or people & There
are same interesting paintings in the
exhibition, but cne artist’s work really
stands out. + as » Darren always
stood out as an athlete. + from » Her
experience in management made Holly
stand out from 5o other qualified
candidates.
STAND OUT AGAINST —
stand out against sth: to publicly say
that you are strongly opposed to
something » Am I the only persan who
is willing to stand out against the
budget cuts?
STAND OVER +
stand over sb: to stand very close to
someone and watch as they do
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something = I con’t work with you
standing over me like that. » Mum
always stood over us, making sure we
ate everything on our plates.

STAND ROUND 5€€ STAND ARCUND
STAND TOGETHER *

stand together: if people or groups
stand together, they are loyal to each
other and work together to achieve
the same things »- Politicians from alt
parties have profiised (o stand
together and protect our national
security.

STAND UP —

1 stand up: to move into a standing
position after you have been sitting or
Iying down » A drunken far sitting
near me suddenly stood up and
started yelling. w | stood up and
started putting on my coat.

2 stand sb up: to fail to meet someone
after promising that you would,
especially someone that you were
starting a romantic relationship with
» it's not fike Gina to just stand us up
and not call. » Looks like I've been
stood up again,

3 stand up: if something stands up, it
can be proved to be true or correct.

+ under» ! believe your story - but
how will it stand up under police
questioning? stand up in court (=be
successfully proved in a court of law)
» i5 there enough evidence to make
the accusations stand ug in court?

4 stand up: to s1ay healthy in a
difficult environment or stay in good
condition after being used a lot » The
trees stood up pretty well during the
snowstorms this winter.

5 stand up and be counted: to clearly
say what you think about something,
even though deing this could cause
trouble » /f we don't stand up and be
counted, we're going to suffer the
consequences,

STARE » START

STAND UP FOR —

stand up far sb/ sth: to support or
defend a person, idea, or principle

b “We're here stonding up for freedom

i against our oppressors,” one

demonstrator declared. stand up for
yourself » You have to stand up for
yourself and refuse to let your
employer take advantage of you,
STAND UP TO

1 stand up to sth: to be strong engugh
not to be harmed or changed by some-
thing » How well will this light-coloured
carpet stand up to dirt and spills?

2 stand up to sby sth: to defend
yourself and refuse to let someone
else treat you badly » Standing up to
an abusive boss can be risky. ® It fook
a lot of courage for one man to stand
up to the tobacco industry.

STARE

STARE DOWN, a/56 STARE OUT —
stare sb down out, stare down/ aut
sb: to look into someane's eyes for a
long time so that they start to feel
uncomfortable » Although he was
frightened, Fenton stood tall end
stored out the gunmen.

START

START BACK *

1 start back: to begin the journey back
10 the place where you started from
» Shouldn't you start back before it
gers dark? + to » We waved goodbye
to Uncle Rick and started back fo the
village.

2 start back: to suddenly move
backwards away from something
because you are frightened or
surprised » She started back os the
mouse ran across the kitchen floar.
START FOR —

- start for sth: to begin going to a

particular place » “I've got ta go,”
Laura safd, starting for the door.



START

START IN —

1 start in: to begin criticizing or
complaining about someone of
something » Don't start in again, Jeff,
ar Il leave right now. + on » Before
knew it, my mother hod started in on
my wife,

2 start in: to begin eating something.
+ on » Marge starfed in on her seven-
layer rum cake.

START IN ON »

start in on sth: to begin doing or
dealing with something » When /
artived at work, Kent had aiready
started i on owr project.

START OFF —

1 start off, start off sth, start sth off:
to begin doing something in a
particular way, start off (sth) by doing
sth » {'d like to start off by thanking
my fifends and family. start off (sth)
with sth» Start your weekend off with
a gourmet dinner ond a bottle of
Califormia’s finest wine,

2 start off: to begin your life or career
in a particular way » How sad fora
child to stait off in life with such o
cruel father and o weak mather. + as
» She started off as an English teacher
and later became a writer,

3 start off: to begin in a particular way.
+ as » What had started off as a joke
soan became a very serious matter.
start off on the wrong foot (=begin to
do something in a way that is Iikely to
make you unsuccessfull » My boss
has never liked me - I think | definitely
started off on the wrong foot here.

4 start off: to begin a journey, o to
begin moving in a particular direction
» The bus started off down the road,
leaving Kate behind,

5 start sb off, start off sb: to help
someone begin an activity » Danielson
Starts the students off with stretching
exercises.
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6 start off, start sb off: (o begin
laughing or crying a lot, or begin
talking a lot about something, or to
make someane do this » Don't
mention Tameany’s name to Marljn -
you'll anly start him off.

START ON

1 start on sth: to begin doing or
dealing with something » Let’s get
Starfed on the compfire before it gets
dark.

2 start on sth: 1o begin eating or
drinking something, or ta begin taking
a drug + Most sriokers started on
cigarettes when they were teenagers,
3 start sb on sth: to make someone
start doing something regularly,
especially because it is good for them
b We started Eilen on solid foods
whert she was four menths old.

4 start on sb: to begin criticizing
someane or complaining to someone
aboul something » After shouting at
me for leaving the kitchen in a mess,
Murm started on Gary for coming hane
fate.

START OUT +

1 start out: to begin ta go somewhere
» We started out at 10 o'clock in the
maorning, » My fother and | started out
for the chuich, as we did every week,
2 start out: to begin your life or career
in a particular way » !t's easy to make
mistakes when you're first starting
out. +as » He started out os a singer
in small clubs.
3 start out: to begin to exist in a
particular way. + as & fose's taco shop
originally started out as a fast food
toke-out restaurant,
4 start out to do sth: to intend to do
something fram the beginning »
didn’t start out to be a model, 1 didt it
once, and then more work just kept
coming,
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START OVER —
start over, start sth over: to do
something again from the beginning
» Slow down and start over, please. |
can't understand @ word you're soying.
START UP —
1 start up sth, start sth up, start up: to
begin to exist and aperate, or to make
something do this » Do you have the
money {a start up your owit business?
start-up Apj relating to beginning
and developing a new business,
organization, programme etc
® Start-up costs for the new
recycling progromme are expected
to be about £60,000.
2 start up sth, start sth up: if you start
up an engine, car, machine etc, or it
starts up, it begins to work » Arthur
got fnto the car and started it up
without any problems,
3 stant up, start up sth, start sth up: If
a sound, event, or activity starts up, or
someone starts it up, il begins Lo exist
or happen » The hunting season storts
up again in August,

STARVE

STARVE FOR —

be starving for sth aiso be starved for
sth: to want something very much
because you have not had it for a long
time » Most depressed potients are
starving for human contact. » | was
away i the army and always starved
for news from home.

STARVE OF —

starve sh/ sth of sth: to prevent
someone or something from having
something that they need for a long
time » He was a cold hard man, wha
had been starved of lave as a child.

» Radio broadcasting has been
starved of funds in recent years,
STARVE OUT —

starve out sb, starve sh out: to force

STARVE » STAY

people taleave a place by preventing
them from getting food » The
government blockaded the island and
tried to statve out the rebels.

STASH

STASH AWAY

stash sth away, stash away sth: to pul
something in a safe or secrel place

» He had millions of doflars stashed
away in a Swiss bank accaunt.

STAVE

STAVE IN —

stave sth in, stave in sth: to hil or kick
something 5o violently that it is
completely broken or crushed. » The
door had been staved in, and torn half
off its hinges,

STAVE OFF *

stave off sth, stave sth off: Lo prevent
something bad or unpleasant from
happening, or delay it = Nowadays
there are various ways to stave off the
effects of ageing

STAY

STAY AWAY —

1 stay away: lo deliberately not go to
a place = During the strike, up 1o go%
of the workers were reported to have
stayed away. + from » Local
authorities have warned peaple to
stay away from the river as o health
precaution.

2 stay away- 1o deliberately avoid
seeing someane of trying lo form a
relationship with them. + from » fock
warned her to stay away from Derek.
STAY AWAY FROM —

stay away from sth: 1o avoid doing or
getting involved in something,
especially something that is not good
for you » | had hoped that my chiidren
would stay away from acting os a
profession,



STEADY » STEAL

STAY BEHIND —

stay behind: 10 remain somewhere
when other people have lefi » As ¢
punishment, sevgral of the children
had to stay befind after school.

STAY IN

stay In: to remain at home, especially
in the evening » Let’s siay in fonight
and watch TV,

STAY OFF -

1 stay off sth, stay off. Lo not drink,
eat, or take sornathing that is bad for
you » He's trving very hord 10 stay off
drugs now.

2 stay off: if weighl stays off after you
have succeeded in losing it, you do
not get fatter and heavier again» ¢
can lose weight guite easily, but i
Aever stays off

3 stay off sth: to avoid talking ahout a
pariicular subject » { think we'd betier
try and stay off palitics.

STAY O —

1 stay on: to stay in a place longer
than gther people or longer than you
plannad » Lesley decided to stay on in
Greece and ry to find g teachitg job.
2 stay on: to continue working for
longer then expected or planned

® James’s contract was finished, bur
he agreed to stay on for o further six
ronths,
3 stay on: to continue to study at
school or university instead of leaving
to get a job » fwish I'd stayed on and
gone to university but my family didn't
ENCourcpe it

STAY OUT -+
1 stay out; to not come home at night,
ar to tome home late » Phil had never
stayed out without phoning me
before,
2 stay out (on strike): il workers stay
out, they continue to fefuse to wark
because of an argument with their
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¢ employer » Teachers in some pldces

stayed out o strike for several weeks.
STAY QUT OF -»
stay out of s5th: to not become

o inuolved in asiuwation, activity,
: discussion ete » This is a very

unpleasant busingss, and if ! were vou
1 stay out of jt.

STAY OVER -

stay over: to spend ihe night at
someane else’s hobse instead of going
home & /m staying over at a friend’s
house tonight.

STAY UP —

stay up: to go to bed later than usual
* When we were kids, we were only
allowed to stay up on special
oicasions. stay up late »- ffwos
Seturday night and we decided to stay
ug tate and wafch the horrar mowvie,
STRE WTH —

stay with: to continue to use, do, have
etc a particutar thing w it’s a very long
book, but stay with ik — if's really worth
reading. » it’s impartant to stay with o
fitress programme fang enough to
feel the benefits

STEADY

STEADY ON —

steady on!: used 1o teil someone that
what they are saying is toc extreme,
especially when they are criticizing
someone » Steody on, Mark! You're
tatking about my hest friend, your
Know,

STEAL

STEAL AWAY -+

1 steal away: (o leave a place guietly,
s0 that na ene wiill notice yau or try to
stop you w Katherine listened at the
doar for @ few minutes, befare steating
away bock to her bedroom.

2 steal away sthy sb, steal sthish
away: to take something or someone
away, especially in a quiet, secrel way
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» She was terrified that someane
might iry ta steal ber baby away.
STEAL OVER —

1 steal over sb: if a feeling steals over
you, you gradually feel it more and
more = When he began ta sing. ! felf o
waorm deep pleasure steal over nte.

2 steal over sb's face: if an expression
steals over someone’s face, it
gradually becomes more and more
naliceable » An cipression of
confempt stole over her face.

3 steal ever sth: if sound or light
steals pver a place, you gradually hear
or sea it more and more = The first
rays of daylight stoie over the
mountains.

STEALUP —

steal up: to move quietly Lowards
someaone of something unlil you are
wary near them v @ leogoed steafing up
i silence through the darkness. +an
» Corrie stole up on Jim from behind
end threw fier arms round his neck,

STEAM

STEAM OFF -

steam off sth, steam sth off: to use
steam ta remove something that is
stuck onto a surface » { used to steam
off starmps that came fram abroad,

STEAM UP
1 steam up
olso get
steomed up:
Ifa glass
surface
steamsup of
gets stearmed
up it
becomes
covered with sleam » [t was so hot
Insile thal my glasses began to steam
tp-

2 get steamed up: to become very
annayed, angry, or excited about

STEAM » STEF

samething » There's o point in
getting steamed up — there's nothing
we c¢an do. be steamed up » Some of
the nurses af the haspital were reaily
steamed up aboul the news,

STEEP

BE STEEPED IN —

be steeped in sth: to have been very
sirongly influenced or affected by
something, so thal it cannot be
avoided or becomes a partof a
situation, place etc » o culture
steaped in coruplion and violence.
be steeped in history/ tradition

» Oxford is o beoutiful city, steeped in
history and trodition.

STEER

STEER AWAY FROM —

steer away fram sth/sb, steer sb
away from sth/sb: to avoid talking
about a particular subject or becoming
involved with someone or samething,
or lo make someone do this» Asa
writes, she preferred ta steer away
from political messages. » His father
sutitly steesed him away from amyone
who might question the family’s
religious beliefs

STEM

STEM FROM —

stem from sth: to develop as a result
of somelhing = Many of the problems
stemmed from o lack of
COMmuRication beiween Managers
and staff.

STEP

STER ASIDE —

step aside: to leave your job or an
official position, especially so Lhat
someone else can do it mstead

» Many people felt that the old King
should step aside and give his son a
chance.

e



STICK

STEP BACK —

step back: to think about a problem or
a situation fn a new way, especially
with less emotion, so that you are able
to understand it and deal with it better
= It ot always easy to step back
when it's pour own family involved.
STEP DOWN —

step down: to leave an important job
or official position » in 1950, she
annowiced that she wos stepping
dowi as party leader.

STEP FORWARD *

step forward: to offer to help

» Fartunately, plenty of volunieers
stepped forward to provide the
NECEsSOry SUppPoit.

STEP IN —

step in: to try to help or stop the
trouble when a situation is difficult,
especially when people are arguing or
fighting » Gary stepped in to caim
things down between the boys.

STEP ON —

step on it also step on the gas: to
hurry and drive faster » Jf you don't
step on it, we'll miss the plane!

STEP OUT —

step out: 1o go out for a short time

[ just stepped out for a cigaretite.
STEP UP —

step up sth, step sth up: to increase
the amaunt of effort, pressure elc, or
increase the speed of something » In
the second half, United stepped up the
pressure and took the lead.

STICK

STICK AROUND +

1 stick around: to stay in a place » Jf
you stick areusrd for o while, I'm sure
you'll find some sort of fob. = it
looked like there was going to be
trouble, but { didn't stick around to
watch.

2 stick around: to stay in the same
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job, or with the same boyfriend or
girlfriend » What vou need is someone
who yat know will stick around.
STICK AT —

1 slick at sth: to continue to werk hard
at something, even if it is difficult.
stick at it = You'll never be good at
anything unless you stick at it. » Mark
hated the course but he stuck at ii,
eventually passing his exams with
honours.

2 stick at sth: to stop at a particular
amount or pumber instead of
increasing or decreasing » The club
proposes to stick al around fifty
members.

3 be stuck at sth: to step at a
particular point or level and be unable
to make any more progress & A lot of
woinen gel siuck at a lower {evel
within the company.

4 stick at nothing: to be willing lo do
anything, even if it is illegal, in arder
Lo achieve something. + to do sth

= We were dealing with corrupt
officials, who would stick af nothing to
preserve their privileges.

STICK BY *

1 stick by sb: to conlinue to give
support or help 1o someone when they
have got problems » ! pramise Il stick
by you, wharever happeas. stick by sb
through thick and thin (=stick by
someone, even in very difficult
situations) » His wife had stuck by him
through thick and thin,

¢ 2 stick by sth: to choase not to

change a decision, opinion, or
statement » ! made that decision a
long time age, and | intend to stick by
it » The newspoper says it s sticking
by its story.

STICK IN, QiSO STICK INTO —

get stuck in also get stuck into sth: 1o
start doing something with a lot of
enthusiasm s Al right, everyone. Roll
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vour sleeves up and get stuck in! = By
the time | got there ! was too
exhausted ta get stuck into the
debate.
STICK OUT
1 stick out:

if something
sticks out, it
points.
outwards or
upwards,
beyond the
end of
something .
» He'd be quite good-looking if his
ears didn't stick out so much. + of »-a
log was sticking out of the water

2 stick your tongue out aiso stick out
your tongue: to push your tongue out
of your mouth, especially as a rude
sign ta someone = When she asked
him to help her, be just stuck out s
tongue and loughed.

3 stick sth out, stick out sth: to push
part of your body away from the rest
of your body & Stand up straight and
don't stick your stamach oet.

4 stick out: to be very clear and
noticeable = The thing thot sticks out
is that there are no women jnvolved in
the project. stick out a mile (=used to
emphasize thal somelhing stands out)
v Look, Terry, it sticks aut a mile that
something'’s worrying you - what is it?
5 stick out like a sore thumb: to be
very noticeable because of looking
very different to the ather people or
things that are around & The rew
building stuck out lke a sore thumb.
» Any stranger here sticks out like a
sore thumb.

6 stick sth out: to continue doing
something that is difficult or
unpleasant. stick it out »  hated faw
school, but Dod said that | had ta stick
it out for at ieast a year.

STICK

7 stick your nech out: to take a risk by
giving your opinions aboul something
when you know you may be wrong or
people may disagree » [ gquickly
realized that it would be better not to
stick my neck out in meetings.

STICK DUT FOR —>

stick out for sth: to continue
demanding something until you get it
» The City of Londan, which owns the
land, stuck out for a rent that was
three times the marke! value.

STICK TO —

1 stick to sth: ta continue doing what
you have decided ar promised to do

» He says he intends to stick to his
plan of retiting early next year. v Yau
need to make a decision to slop
smoking and stick to it

2 stick to sth: to limit yourself to
doing one particular thing or having
only a particular amount » [f | fiave to
drive, ! afways stick to only one glass
of wine. stick to doing sth = 1 be
quicker if we stick {o using the mair
roads as much as possible.

3 stick te your guns: 1o refuse (o
change your mind aboul something,
even though people aie oppesing you
v Ametia stuck to her guns although it
mode her very unpopular for a wiile.
& stick to your story: to not change
what you have already said and
continue to say that it is true » He'’s
still sticking to his story that he was at
home when the crime was contmitted.
5 stick ta the rules: to do exactly what
you are expecled to do or what is
allowed = Women were expected to
stick to the rules - get married, have

: children, grow old.

STICK TOGETHER —

stick together: if peaple stick
: together, they continue to support

each other even when they are in a

- difficult situation » ir the old days



STING » STIR

families stuck together no matter what

hoppened.

STICK UP —»

1 stick up: if something sticks up, it
points upwards or above the surface
of something » Gardon was still in his
pyiamas, his hair sticking up at ail
angies. + out of through/ from » /n
the river, islands of rock stuck up out
of the water,

2 stick 'em up!: used when
threatening someone with a gun and
telling them to put their hands up in
the air » Stick 'em up! You're under
arrest!

STICK UP FOR —

1 stick up for sb: to defend or support
someone, especially when they are
being criticized » Thanks for sticking
up for me the other day. stick up for
yourself » | was determined te be
more confident and miore able to stick
up for myself.

2 stick up for sth: to defend or fight
for something that is impartant » You
must stick up for what you believe in.
STICK WITH +

1 stick with sth: to continue doing or
using something as before » An
enormous number of new products are
available, but most people prefer to
stick with what they know,

2 be stuck with sb/sth: (o be unable
to change or get rid of something or
someone & We're stuck with heavy
traffic going right post out front door.
3 stick with sth: to continue daing
something even though it is difficult
or there are problems » { think 1'lt
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stick with the job for another year at
least.

4 stick with sb: (o stay close to
someane » If you don't want to get
last, you'd better stick with me,

5 stick with sb: if something sticks
with you, you remember it clearly for a
long time » One thing he said then
has stuck with me ever since.

. & stick with sb; Lo support sameone

when they are in a gifficult situation or
have problems » | have some close
[riends who will stick with me.

STING

STING FOR —

sting sb for sth: to charge someone a
lat of money for samething, especially
an unreasonably large amount » Last
tirne | took my car in for a service, they
Stung me for about £400.

STIR

STIR IN, G/SO STIR INTO —

stirin sth, stir sth in, stir sth into sth:
to mix one substance with another,
using a spoon to move them around
together» Mr Blakey sat ot the lable
stirring sugar into his tea,

STIR UP —

4 stir up sth, stir sth up: to
deliberately cause trouble, especially
between other people » He has been
accused of stirring up anti-government
feeling in the South,

2 stir up sth, stir sth up: to cause
people to have a particular strong
feeling or emation » The huge statue
of the leader was designed to stir up
emotions of awe and respect.

3 stir up controversy/ debate etc: {0
make people argue about something
or spend a lot of time discussing it

» The report stirred up fierce
cantroversy when jt was published.

4 stir up memories: to make you
remember events in the past,
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especially from a long time ago
» Seeing Simon again had stirred up
50 many memaiies from her youth,

STITCH
STITCH UP —
1 stitch up sthy s, stitch sthysb up: to
sew the edges of a wound together, to
help it heal » The murse cleared the
wound, then the cul was stitched up,
2 stitch up sth, stiteh sth up: to sew
pleces of material together in order to
make or repair something & ['ve split
these trousers — can you stitch them
up for me?
3 stitch up sh, stitch sh up: to make
someone seem guilty of a crime by
deliberately giving false information to
the police or somecne else in
authority » You stitched me up, you
rat — ! got two yewrs for something you
did yourseif!
stitch-up n when someone
deliberately gives false information to
make a person seem guilty of a crime
w It was a stitch-up - he didn't do jt!
4 stitch up sb, stitch sb up: to deceive
someaone, especially in order to gain
money from them » We got really
stitched up - we trusted him with our
savings and lost the lot!

STOCK
STOCK UP — g
stock up: to
buy a lot of
samething to i

» We'll stock g
up on wine

and beer

while we're
abroad. + for + Supermarkels were
busy with people stacking up for
Christmas, + with » Residents stocked

STITCH » STOP

up with provisions as the hurricane
headed fowards them.

STOKE

STOKEUP *

stoke up sth, stoke sth up: to
encourage pecple’s anger, hate, or
disagreement to grow and become
stronger » Stories fn the press have
stoked up onti-government feeling.

STOOP

STOOP TO —+

staop to sth: Lo do something that you
know is bad or wrong in order to
achieve something » The news editor
must be short of good stories o stoop
to this level of reporting. stoop to
doing sth» / don't believe she would
stoop to lying.

STOP

STOP AT —

stop at nothing: to be willing to do
anything, even if it is cruel, dishonest,
or illegal, in order to get what you
want. stop at nothing to do sth » Drug
addicts will stop of nothing to get
money for their next fix.

STOP BACK —

stop back: to come back to a place a
short time later » Con you stop back
tater? I'm kind of busy right now.
STOP BEHIND —

stop behind: to stay in a place after
the other people have gone & /Il stop
behind for a couple of hours after
school to get this morking finished.
STOP BY —

stop by, stop by sth: to visil a person
or place for a short time » f wont to
stop by and see Tracy on the way
home. stop by {sth) ta do sth » in the
morning, Kim stopped by the post
office to check the rmail.

STOP IN —

stap In: (o visit a person or place fora



STORE » 5TOW

short time - She often used to stop in
for @ chat. + at » Stop in at the Coffee
Plantation for Tucson’s smoathest
Jazz!
STOP OFF —+
stop off: to stop somewhere before
conlinuing a journey » On the way
home, he stopped off to look at @
fhouse he was thinking of buying.
+ at/in etc » Boats will take you up
and down the rives, stopping off at
Richmond, Kew, ond Greenwich,
stop-aff n a short visit that you
make during a journey » The flight
takes 14 hows with e stop-off in
Singapore.
stap-off an a stop-off point or place
is a place where you stop during a
Journey ¥ g useful stop-off peint on
the route across the mountains
STOP ON —
stop on: Lo stay somewherz,
especially for longer than you had
planned or longer than ather people
® Harry would leave next day for
London, and | would stop on here for
another month.
STOP OVER +
1 stop over: 1o stay somewhere for a
night or a few days during a long
journey » The Fareign Minister witl
stop aver in Paris on his way te the
conference.
stapover v a short stay somewhere
for a night or a few days during a
long journey - There are na direct
flights, so we'll have o two-day
stopover in Delf.
2 stop over: {0 sleep at someone
else’s house when you have been
wisiting them » Malcolm and the kids
came for a riveal on Saturday and
Stopped over.
STOP UP »
1 stop up sth, stap sthup: to fill a
hole and prevent anything coming out

I 1stow away:

i totravel
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or going in ® There's g hole in this
Ppipe. | need sorrething to stop it up
with.,

2 stop up: to not go to bed at the
normal time and stay up late. stop up
to de sth» { stapped up to watch the
football and it went on until after
twelve,

STORE

STORE AWAY —

Store away sih, store sth away: to pui
things in a safe place and keep them
until you need them » Alf the data is
stored away on the computer’s back-
up disk once a week.

STORE UP —

1store up sth, store sth up: to collect
and keep a supply of something so
that you can use it in the future

» Squirrels store up nuts for the
winler. v At the beginning of the war,
peaple started storing up goods for
emergencies.

2 store up sth, store sth up: to
remember things so that you can use
them or tell someone about them later
» Writers store up these experlences

i far use in their novels. » If you make g

mistake, he'll store it up and use it

: against you later.

3 store up problems ete (for the
future): Lo do something that will
cause problems in the future

i » Reducing interest rates now will only

store up problems for the future.

STOW

STOW AWAY —=

to hide ena
ship, plane
etc in order

without
paying » At
the age of
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thirteen, Bill stowed awoy on a ship
bound for New York.
stowaway n a person who hides on a
ship, plane elc in order to'travel
without paying » Sam had been a
stowaway on a ship from Shanghai
to San Froncisco.
2 stow away sth, stow sth away: Lo
put or pack something somewhere
carefully and neatly until you need it
again » When Dad had got all the
bags stowed away in the car, we set
off.
STRAIGHTEN
STRAIGHTEN OUT —
1 stralghten out sth/ sh, straighten
sth/ sb out: to successfully deal with a
problem, disagreement, or confused
situation » It was a misunderstanding
I'm sorvy | didn't get it straightened
out at the time.
2 stralghten sb out, straighten out s5b:
to deal with someone’s bad hehaviour
or personal problems & ! told him that
until he got his life straightened out !
wasn’t going to see him agafn.
3 straighten out, straighten out sth,
straighten sth out: to become straight
or to make something straight » The
road is narrow and very twisting for
about a mile and then it straightens
out.
STRAIGHTEN UP —
1 straighten up, straighten yourself
up: to stand upright again after
bending down, or to make your back
completely straight i She bent over to
pick something up and couldn't
straighten up again,
2 straighten up sth, straighten sth up,
straighten up: to make a place tidy » 1
made a feeble attempt to straighten
things up, tossing clothing into the
laundry beg and clearing dishes.
3 straighten up: ta begin ta behave

STRAIGHTEN » STRETCH

: well after behaving badly » if you
i don't straighten up, we'll go home

right now!

STRAIN

STRAIN AT —

strain at sth; to pull hard at something
that is holding you back = The bear
pawed the air in fury, straiming at the
massive steel coller round its neck.

STRAP

STRAP IN, @lS0 STRAP INTO —
strap in sb, strap sb in, strap sb Into
sth: to fasten sameone into a seal in a
car, plane etc using a strong belt, in
order to help to keep them safe

b Make sure your passengers are olf
strapped in before you set off. strap
yourself in » He took one of the two
pitot seats and began to strap imself l
n.

STRETCH

STRETCH AWAY —

stretch away: if an area of land
stretches away, it continues for a long
distance » To the west the Grea! Plains
strefched away across Wyoming to the
Rocky Mourtains.

STRETCH OUT ~—+

1 stretch (yourself) out: to lie down in
a relaxed way with your legs straight.
+ on b He stretched himself qut on the
bed and closed his eyes. be stretched
out» When ! got home, Paula was
stretched out o the sofa, watching
TV,

2 stretch out sth, stretch sth out: to
maove your arms or legs away fram
your hody and make them straight

I He sat down by the fire and
stretched his legs out.

3 stretch out: if an area of land
stretches out, 1t continues for a very
long distance » hils that stretched out
towards the Mustang Mauntains



STREW » STRIKE

g stretch out: if a period of time
stretches out in front of you, it seems
to be going to continue for a long
lime. stretch out before sb » Me felr
he could see his whole life stretching
out before him - years ond years of
the same old routine.

5 stretch sth out, stretch out sth: to
make something last for a longer
period of time than is usual or
necessary = The fawyers could
stretch this case out for ten years ar
mare.

STREW

BE STREWN WITH

1 be strewn with sth: to be covered
with a lot of things in an untidy way

» There was a small desk, strewn with
books and papers.

2 be strewn with sth: to be affecled by
a lot of problems or unpleasant things
> His injury is the latest disaster jin o
caveer strewh with misfortune,

STRIKE

STRIKE AT —

strike at sth/ sb: to have a harmful
effect on somelhing or someane

= This law strikes at the most
vulnerable groups in aur society.
strike at the (very) heart of sth = an
issue that strikes at the heart of our
democracy

STRIKE BACK —

strike back: to attack or criticize
someone after they have attacked or
criticized you » United scored early in
the second half, but Rangers struck
bock with two spectacular goals. + at
» Government officials struck back at
their ciitics.

STRIKE DOWN —

1 strike down sb, strike sb down: if
semeone is struck down by
something, they are killed or badly
injured by it » The following marning
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he was dead, struck down by o
massive heart attack.

2 strike down sb, strike sb down: if
someane is struck down by an illness,

* they are suddenly affected by it,

usually severely » Thousands of
peaple have been struck down by the
mystery illness.

3 strike down sth, strike sth down: if a
court strikes down a law, it decides
not to allow it = The Supreme Count
struck down the Act because jt
violates the U.5, constitution.

BE STRUCK OFF —

: 1 be struck off (sth): il a doctor, lawyer

etcis struck off, they are no longer
allowed to continue in their profession
because they have dene something
wrong & The doctor was found guilty
und struck off for professional
miscondtct,

2 strike off: to start moving in a
parlicular direction, especially in a
confident or determined way. + along/

| towards etc » “This way” he called
¢ back, striking off towards the village.

STRIKE ON —
strike on sth: to suddenly think of an
idea or a solution to a problem

® Richard eventually struck on a plan
for solving s financial difficulties.
STRIKE QUT —

1 strike out: 1o start moving ina
particular direction, especially in a
confident or determined way. + along/
towards etc » Picking up our bags, we
stiuck oul towards the mountains.

.z strike out: to try to hit someone,

using a sudden, violent movement
» He grasped my collar. | struck out

: ond hit him across the chest. + at
: w Without warninng, he struck out at

Davis, knocking him to the ground.

3 strike out: to start to do something
new and exciting in a confident
independent way. strike out on your

in

own » I 1981, Tony left the campany
and struck out on his own.

STRIKE UP —+

strike up a conversation/ friendship
elc: Lo start a conversation or friendly
relationship with someane » a sfory
abaut a boy and a dog who strike up @
friendship. + with ! struck up @
conversation with the man siiting
beside me.

STRING

STRING ALONG —

string sb along: to deceive someone
for a long time, especially by
pretending that you love them or that
you will help them » “She had no
intention of mariying him, then? “No,
she was jus! siringing him along.”
STRING OUT —

1 string out sth, string sth out: if
something is strung out somewhere, it
is spread there in a long line » Tables
had been set up in the field and lights
strung out in the trees.

2 string out sth, string sth out: to
make something last for a longer
period of time than is wanted or
necessary = There was ne point fn
stringing the relationship aut - she
would just tell him that it was over,
STRING TOGETHER +

1 string together sth, string sth
together: to join things together,
adding one thing after another = a
series of computer commands that arg
strung together on a single ling

2 string words together also string a
sentence together: to succeed in
saying something that other people
can understand » | used to speak
really good Spanish, but | den't think {
could string {wo words together now.
STRING UP —

1 string up sth, string sth up: to fasten
something in a high position,

STRING » STRIP

especially something that farms a long
line & Workmen were busy stringing
up the Christmas lights in the centre of
town,

2 string up sb, string sb up: to kill
someone by tying a rope around their
neck and making them hang from 1t

= /f he's the bomber, they ought 10
string him up!

STRIP

STRIP AWAY —

1 strip away sth: lo remove something
that prevents you from seeing what
someone or something is really like

» TV cameras have stripped away the
mystery around the royal family.

2 strip away sth: to get rid of rights or
traditions that have existed for a long
time b Women's fiuman and civil fights
were stripped away, ond they were
forbidden to leave their homes.

STRIP DOWN ~*

strip down sth, strip sth down: 10
separate an engine or piece of
equipment into pieces in order to
clean or repair it Nigel spent the
weekend stripping down his
mororbike.

STRIP DOWN TQ —

strip down to your underwear etc: to
quickly take off all your clothes except
yaur underwear etc » Paul stripped
down to his swimming trunks and
jumped into the lake.

STRIP OF —

1 5trip 5b of sth: to take away
something important from someone,
especially as a punishment » Captain
Evans was fourrd guilly of fraud ond
stripped of his rank.

2 strip sth of sth: to remove a lot of
something from something else » o
simplified form of religious worship
that is stripped of all ritual



STRUGGLE » SUBMIT

STRIP OFF +
1 strip off
sth, strip sth
off, strip off:
to quickly
take off
clothes that
you are
wearing or
that someone
else is wearing & Boris loosened his
tie and stripped off his clothes. v Jack
stripped off end jumped into the
stower,

2 strip off sth, strip sth off: to remove
the surface of something or remove a
layer of something that is covering a
surface » Strip off all the old
wallpaper and repair any holes in the
plaster.

STRIP OUT —

strip out sth, strip sth out: to take
everything out of a room or building
so that you can paint it or change it

» They stripped aut the faterfor of the
building and completely redesigned it.

STRUGGLE

STRUGGLE ON *

struggle on: to continue daing
something even though it is very
difficult & The fwo climbers struggled
on, despite the severe weather
conditions.

STUB

STUB OUT —

stub out sth, stub sth out: to stop a
cigarette from burning by pressing the
end of it against something hard

¥ She stubbed out her half-smoked
cigarette in the ashtray.

STUMBLE

STUMBLE ACROSS —

stumble across sth/ sb: to find
something or someone when you did
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not expect 1o » One day, she stumbled
across an old diory of her father's.
STUMBLE ON, /50 STUMBLE

UPON —

stumble on/ upon sth: to discover
something, especially something
important or interesting, when you did
not expect ta & Alnest by eccident, fie
had stumbled upon one of the
greatest discoveries of the century

STUMP

BE STUMPED FOR —

be stumped for ideas/ an answer efc:
to be unable to think of an idea, a
reply et » The author seemed
somewhat stumped for an answer to

: such an unusual guestion.

STUMP UP —
stump up, stump up sth: to pay
maney, especially when you do not
want to » That's ten pounds you owe
me. Come on, stump up. + for» Those
wishing to foin the club will have to
stump up £2,000 a year for
membership,

SUBJECT

SUBJECTTO *

1 subject sb to sth: to force someone
to experience something very
unpleasant » She was subjected to
vears of abuse before she finally
divosced her husband,

2 subject sth to tests/ scrutiny etc: to
test something or examine it carefully
» Drugs are subjected to rigorous
testing befare they can be marketed.
3 be subjected to sth: to be affected
by physical forces such as heat, light,
energy et » When rocks are subjected
to very high temperatures, structural
changes occur.

SUBMIT
SUBMITTO
submit ta sth/ sb: to accept the
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authority of someone or something,
and do what they want » 1f we submit
to threats of violence now, we witl only
encourage further oggression.

SUBSCRIBE

SUBSCRIBE TO *

1 subscribe to sth: 1o agree with an
idea or opinion » The government
employed only those teachers vho
subsciibed to the official version of
history. subscribe ta the view/ theory
that » | have never subscribed to the
view that animals’ rights are equal to
humans’.

2 subscribe to sth: to pay for regular
coples of a newspaper or magazine o
be sent to you, or Lo pay for a
television, telephone, or Internet
service & More and more people are
subscribing to digital TV channels,

» She subscribes to the Guardian
Imtemational.

SUCCEED

SUCCEED IN

succeed in sth: to do what you have
been trying to do. succeed in doing
sth e ! finally succeeded in persuading
her to come with us. & Very few people
who go on diets succeed in losing
welght and keeping it off. succeed in
sth > In 1999, she succeeded in her
ambition to climb Kino Peak.

SUCK

GET SUCKED IN, als0 GET SUCKED
INTQ —

get sucked inta sth: to gradually
become more and more involved in a
bad situation or harmful activity

» [ohn got sucked inte a world of
petty crime and drug abuse as a
teenager.

SUCK UPTO —

suck up to sb: to try to make someone
in authority like you by befng nice to
them, in @ way that is not sincere

SUBSCRIBE » SUM

» She's always sucking up to the bass
~ it makes me sick,

SUFFER

SUFFER FROM

a suffer from sth: to have an iliness,
especially a serious one b He was
admitted to haspital, suffering from
severe mainutrition. » Deborah
suffered from periods of deep
depression,

2 suffer from sth: to have a particular
disadvantage » The region generally

i suffers from high unemployment and
i lack of investment.

SUIT

SUIT TO —

1 be suited to sth: to be the right
person or thing for a particular
purpase, job, or situation » g heliday
package suiled (o the needs of single
parents and children. be suited to
doing sth » | dor’t think ['m really
suited to working it an office.

2 suit sth ta sth: to make something
exactly right for something else

» Mos!t teachiers use a variety of
apgroaches, suiting them to the needs
of each student.

SUM

SUMup

1 sum up sth, sum sth up: Lo describe
something using only a few words

» Vonessa summed up the evening in
a single word: “Hell”.

2 sum up, sum up sth, sum sth up: to
state the most important points of a
speech, lesson, report etc again

» There's o paragraph ot the end of
each chapter that sums up the mair
points. to sum up (=used before
summing up at the end of a speech or
report) & So, {o sum up, we need to
cancentrate on two things — better
tratitg and (MEroved canimucation,



SUMMON » SWATHE

summing-up 4 a statement giving
the most important facts of
something, especially made by a
judge at the end of a trial » This
afternoon, ludge O'Cannor will
begin his summing-up.
3 sum up shysth, sum sh/sth up: to
show the most typical qualities of
someone or something » Andy
Warhol’s pictures seemed to sum up
the new consumer saciety of the 19605

SUMMON

SUMMON Up —

1 summon up sth: to try very hard Lo
find something such as courage,
energy, or strength in yoursell = Bob
summoned up all his powers of
concentration and looked down of the
exam paper, summon up the courage/
strength etc to do sth » She loy there
for a while, trying to summon up the
strength to move.

2 summon up sth: to malke you
remember something or Lhink of
something else » The smelf of the sea
suiimoned up memories of chitdhood
halidays,

SUsSS oUT

SUSS QUT

suss out sb/ sth, suss sb/sth out: to
discover what someone or something
ic really like, or how to do something
= it didn't take me long to suss her
out, + what/ how etc » /'m just trying
to suss out how this program works.

SWALLOW
SWALLOW UP —
1 swallow up
sth, swallow
sthup:ifa e
large country, o
company, or
erganization W
swallows up a
smaller one, 2
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the smaller one becomes part of the
larger one » A lot of the small
publishing firms have been swallowed
up by huge multinationafs.

2 swallow up sth, swallow sth up: if
something swallows up a large
amount of maney, it uses all of it» |
got a pay eise, but it was swallowed
up by the increase in train fares.

SWAP also SWOP

SWAP AROUND,

alse SWAP ROUND —

swap sth around/ round; to move two
or more things so that each one is in
the place the other one was in before
v+ jake swapped iheir two glasses
around when she wasn't looking.
SWAP OVER —

swap over: if two people swap over,
one starts doing the thing that the
other one was doing before = We
shared the driving - | drove the first
part of the joumney, and then we
swapped over.

SWARM

SWARM WITH —+

be swarming with sth: if a place is
swarming with people orinsects, it is
full of large numbers of them moving
around » The museum was

swarming with taurists — you couldn’t
really see anything properly. » The
room was hot and stuffy, and
swarming with flies,

SWATHE

BE SWATHED IN —
be swathed in sth: to be wrapped or

H covered in layers of cloth or clathing
o v The Emperor sof on his thrane,

swathed in a golden rabe of richly
embrofdered siik. » Carter was lving
on a stretcher, his head swathed in
bandages.
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SWEAR

SWEAR BY —

swear by sth: if you swear by
something, you are certain that it
always works well and tell ather
pecple to use it » Margaret swears by
vitamin C pills - she says she never
qets colds.

SWEAR IN —*

1 be sworn in: to make an official
promise in a special ceremony that
you will be loyal to your country,
profession ete, and do your jub as well
as you can. + as » Onfy hours after
Kennedy's death, Lyndon Johnson was
sworn i as President,

2 be sworn in: to give an official
promise in a court of law, before you
take part in a trial » After every
member of the jury has beer sworn in,
the judge fntroduces the lawyers.
SWEAR TO

1 swear to sth: to he willing o say that
something is true because you are
sure about it » A man recognized you,
Mark, He saw you take the money and
will swear ta it. | can’t swear to it» |
think it was Sue i saw, bul { cauldn’t
swear to it.

2 be swarn to secrecy also be swomn
to silence: if you are swarn 1o secrecy
or silence, you have promised
someone that you will not tell their
secret & “What's julia planning for my
birthday?" *! can’l tell you - I've been
sworn to secrecy”

SWEAT

SWEAT OFF +

sweat off sth, sweat sth off: to get rid
of an illness by sweating a lot b+ You've
got a fever — stay in bed and sweat it
off.

SWEAT OUT —

1 sweat it out: to work hard and
continuously for long periods,

SWEAR » SWEEP

especially in hot conditions » The men
had been sweating it out in the
blistering heot from 6 am until o pm
every day. sweat your guts out (=work

i with a lot of efforl) » We've been

sweating ouwr quts out trying to get
this job finished on time.

2 sweat it out: to wait anxiously for
news that is very important to you
 Pat sweated it out in a police cell
while the jury decided his fate.

SWEEP

BE SWEPT ALONG —+

be swept along (by sth): to be very
excited by something, so that you are
persuaded to do something without
thinking about it carefully enough

® She was swept along by the
excitement of the crowd.

SWEEP ASIDE —

1 sweep aside sth, sweep sth aside: 10
refuse to consider something that
someone says, and treat it as
unimportant & Jartie swept ail his
protests aside,

2 sweep aside sih, sweep sth aside:
to get rid of samething very quickly in
order to replace it with something else
» Whole forests fave been swept
aside to grow crops for western
COnsSumers.

SWEEP AWAY

1 sweep away sth, sweep sth away: to
get rid of laws, beliefs, or traditions
because they are considered to be old-
fashioned or wrong » People
celebrated in the Streets as the last
ramnants of the old regime were
SWEpf away.

2 be swept away: to be so excited by
someone or something, that you
forget about other things » / think she
was swepl away by his wealth and
power. & Giselle danced, swept away
by the music.



SWEETEN » SWIPE

SWEEP UP —

1 sweep up, sweep up sth, sweep sth
up: to clean dust and dirt from a floor
using a special brush » The guests
had all gone, and the cleaner was
sweeping up. ¥ The barman scowled
as he swept up the broken glass.

2 sweep sb/ sth up, sweep up sh/ sth:
to pick someane or something up with
one quick movement & Gillian swept
up the coins and put them in her
pocket.

3 be swept up in sth: to become
involved in a dangerous situation that
you cannat avoid or escape » The vast
majority of the victims were innacent
people, swept up in the diclator’s
campaign of terrar.

SWEETEN

SWEETEN UP —

sweeten up sb, sweeten sb up: to try
to persuade someone to do what you
want by being nice to them » Jake him
out ta lunch - try to sweeten hint up.

SWELL

SWELL UP —

1 swell up: if part of your body swells
up, it becomes larger and rounder
than usual because of an injury or
lliness » His arrkle’s swollen up, but
it's not broken. v foyce feit her top lip
swell up and she tasted blood.

2 swell up: to gradually increase in
size & The beans will swell up if vou
soak them overnight.

SWERVE

SWERVE FROM —

not swerve from sth: to be determined
that nothing will stop you from trying
to achieve an aim or follow a plan

» We will not swerve from our
programme of economic reform.
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SWILL

SWILL OUT —

swill out sth, swill sth out: to clean
the inside of something by moving
water around in it quickly » Mike
poured the soup into bowls then
quickly swilled out the pan,

SWIM

BE SWIMMING IN —

be swimming in sth: to contain a lot of
something or be surrounded by a lot
of something » The main courses were
swimming fn creom and butier.

SWING

SWING ARDUND, aisS0 SWING
ROUND —

1 swing around/ round: to suddenly
turn around so that you are facing the
opposite direction » Bl heard a
sound and swung around, startied.

2 swing around/ round: to change
your opinion completely, so that you
support something that you used to
oppose, or oppose something that you
used to support » American public
opinien is gradually swinging around
in favour of tougher gun-control laws
SWING AT —

swing at sb: to try to hit someone by
swinging your arm in their direction

w Jack swung ot the man, but missed.
SWING BY —

swing by, swing by sth: to visit a place
or person for a short time before going
somewhere else » I'lf swing by the

: grocery store ant my way home from

work.

SWING ROUND 5€€ SWING ARQUND
SWIPE

SWIPE AT —

1 swipe at sb; to try to hit someone by
swinging your arm b Me tried to swipe

¢ at her but lost his belance and fell

back.
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2 swipe at sbf sth: to criticize

sameone or something » a black
comedy movie which mercilessly
swipes at American youth culture

SWITCH

SWITCH AROUND, a/50 SWITCH
ROUND —

switch sb/ sth around/ round: to move
two ar more things or people so that
each one is in the place that the other
was [n before, or is doing what the
other was doing befare » Cloudio
dropped the sleeping pills inta her
own miug and then rapidly switched
the mugs round.

SWITCH OFF

1 switch off sth, switch sth off, switch
off: to make something stop working
by using a switch & Sylwie switched
the lights off and went to bed.

» People wha object to Sex scenes on
TV can always switch off.

2 switch off: to stop listening or
paying attention to what someone is
saying » You shouldn't make your
speech too long, or people will switch
off.

3 switch off: to stop thinking zbout
your work or problems, and relax

» Sometimes she can't get to sleep,
becouse she just can't switch off.
SWITCH ON

switch on sth, switch sth on, switch
on: to make something start working
by using a switch & Con pou switch the
light on?w My sister switched on the
radio, and began ta dance around the
kitchen.

SWITCH OVER —+

1 switch over: to change from one
method, system, producl elcto a
different one. + to » I've switched over
to telephone benking because it's
more convenient, + from & A new
high-speed roil service wotld

SWITCH » SwWOOP

encourage passengers ta switch over
from air travel.

2 switch aver: to change from one
television or radio station to another
» There's a film on the other charnel —
does amyone mind if | switch over?

3 switch over: if two people switch
over, they each start doing what the
other one was doing hefore & if you
get tired of driving we can always
switch over,

SWITCH ROUND 5€€ SWITCH
AROUND —

SWIVEL

SWIVEL AROUND, af50 SWIVEL
ROUND —

1 swivel around/ round: to turn
around, s that you face the apposite
direction » Dr Schmidt swivelled
around in his chair to face the window.
2 swivel around, round: if something
swivels around, or if you swivel it
around, it turns around a fixed central
point » She swiveiled the camera
around and scanned the roont.

SWoopP
SWOOP DOWN —
1 swoop
down: if a
bird or plane
SWOOPS
down
suddenly
moves down
towards the 3

ground » The ﬁ

gquil swooped

down and

plucked o fish out of the water.

2 swaop down: if a group of soldiers,
police officers etc swoop down, they
make a sudden surprise attack, + on
» The police swooped down on them
in @ dawn rafd, and all five gang
members were arrested.

//7

rl




SWOP » SYPHON

SWOP see SWAP

SWOT

SWOT UP

swot up, swol up sth, swot sth up: to
leara as much as you ean about a
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subject, especially before an axam.
+ On ¥ {'ve gof 1o swoi up on French
verbs for tomorrow's test,

SYPHON see SIPHON
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Tt

TACK

TACK ON, aiSo TACK ONTQ —

tack sth on, tack on sth, tack sth onte
sth: to add something new 10
something thal is already complete,
especially in 2 way that spails the
original thing v a beautifu! old stone
house with a cheap modern extension
tacked on o the hack

TAG

TAG ALONG —

tag along: to o somewhere with
someone, especially when they have
nol asked you to go with them s Jf
you're going inlo iowh, do yau mind if
1 tag olong? + with» He was o
poptdar guy - there was always a
crowd of people wanting to tag along
with him.

TAG ALONG BEHIND —

{ag along behind, tag along behind
sb: to follow behind someone when
they are going somewheare

» Madeleine alwoys used ta tog along
behind her otder brather and his
friends.

TAG ON -+

be tagged on: to be added 10 the end
of something that is said o1 written

» On the occasions thot e did
rementber to say thank vou, it was
wsually just tagged on as an
afterthoughi.

TAIL

TAIL AWAY 582 TAIL OFF

TAIL BACK  *

tall back: if traffic tails back, a Iong
line of it forms and moves very slowly
» Troffic toiled back for (wejve miles
after an accident on the Mao.

TACK » TAKE

tailback 1 a lang line of traific that is
moving very slowly or not moving at
all » & five-mile teitback
TAIL OFF, OIS0 TAIL AWAY -
tail off{ away: to gradually becbme
less, smailer etc, and often step ar
disappear completely & After a few
vears the number of visitors coming
to the park begar to tei off. & The
old lody’s voice tafled away into
silence.
TAILOR
TAILOR TO -+
tailor sth to sby sth: to make
something so that it is exactly right for
what a particular person, organizatian
ele needs or wants ¥ @ personof
development programme that is
teitored to the requirements of the
individuot
TAKE
BE TAKEN ABACK —
be taken aback: to be surprised or
shocked » Philip seemed stighthy
taken abock by this sudden request,
» { was quite taken aback when |
found myself on the front page of the
mosning pager.
TAKE AFTER —
take after sb: to be like your mother,
father, grandfather etc » Becky's really
preity. She takes after her mother,
» “Are vou a good cock Pawl? “Of
course he is. He takes afrer his Dad."”
TAKE AGAINST —
teke against sb: to start to dislike
someone, especially without a good
reason » For some reason his mother
taok against his girfriend and refused
to speak to her.
TAKE ALONG —
take afong sby sth, take sb/sth along:
to take someone ar something with
you when you are going semewhere
» The company sometimes lets
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employees take their spouses along
on business trips,

TAKE APART —

1take sth
apart: to
separate
something
inta the
different
parts that it is
made from b Danson was taking his
gun apart so that he could clean it

2 take sb apart: to attack someone
and cause them serious injuries » if
vou don't get out of here, mister, we've
going to take you apart.

3 take sth apart: to look in every part
of a building, room etc because you
ate searching for something » The
police came and took the place apart,
but they didn't find anything.

4 take sth apart: to carefully consider
and criticize the ideas in a speech,
piece of writing etc » Our teacher taok
our essays apart one by ane, in front
of the whole class.

5 take sb apart;: to criticize someone
very strongly » He got taken apart by
the press after his offolr, and hed to
leave politics.

TAKE AROUND, afS0 TAKE ROUND —
take sh around/ round, take around/
round sb: to walk around a place with
someone and show them the most
interesting and important things there
¥ A guide took us round the palace
and gardens,

TAKE ASIDE —

take sb aside: to separate someane
from the rest of a group, so that you
can talk ta them without the other
people hearing » After the meeting
she took Paula aside and proposed a
deal,
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. TAKE AWAY

1take away sth, take sth away: to
remove something from where it is

» Cans end glass bottles are taken
away for recycting. + from » She fook
her hands away fram her eyes and
looked agoin,

2 take away sth, take sth away: to
remove semething that someone
needs ar wants » Building a new
shopping centre would take away one
of the last remaining green spoces in
the town. + from i By cutting

i pensions, the government Is taking

moeney away from those who need it
most,

3 take away sb, take sb away: I
someone lakes you away, they force
you to go somewhere with them when
you do not want Lo go » The palice
came in the middle of the aight and
took him away.

4 take sb away: to take someone with
you when you go to stay in anather
place ¥ I'm taking the kids away for a
few days,

5 take away sth, take sth away: 10
make a feeling or taste disappear

¥ The nurse gave him semething to
take away the pain

6 take away sth, take sth away: if you
take one number away from a second
one, you reduce the second one by
that number » 253 toke away 3075
223, + from » Take £40 away from the
total.

7 take away sb, take sb away: if
something takes you away from a
place or activity, it stops you from
being in that place or doing that
activity. + from = My Dad'’s job rook
him away fram home a iot.

8 take away sth, take sth away: 10
learn something from an experience,
50 that it helps you in the future » One
thing | did take away from my time at

381

university was a great love of English
literature.
9 to take away: If you buy food in a
restaurant to take away, you buy it to
eat somewhere else » Two burgers
and two teas to take away, please.
takeaway 1 1 a hot meal that you
buy in a shap or restaurant and eat
somewhere else » ! can’t be
bothered to cook - let’s get a
lakeaway.
2 a shop that sells hot foed that you
take and eal somewhere else » I'm
going to the Chinese takeaveay — do
you want enything?
TAKE AWAY FROM —
take away fram sth: to make
something seem less good, less
impressive, less real etc » Being a film
critic does somenow toke away from
the enjoyment of going to the movies.
TAKE BACK —
1 take back sth, take sth back: to
return a book or something alse to the
place that you borrowed it from » Can
you take my library books back for
me?w I've got to take these videos
back to the shap before they close.
2. take back sth, take sth back: Lo
return something to the shop that you
bought it from, because it is
unsuitable or of bad quality » These
trousers are a bit smell - 1'il have to
take them back.
b. take back sth, take sth back: if a
shop takes back goods that you have
bought there, they agree Lo give you
your money back because the goods
are unsuitable or of bad quality
» They'll take it back if you've still got
the receipt.
3 take back sth, take sth back: to
admit that you were wrong to say
something b “f hate you!" she cried,
and immediately wished she could
take it back.

TAKE

4 take sb back: to make you
rerember a periad of time in the past
» That song ‘Lili Marlene’ takes me
back a bit - we used to sing it during
the war. + to » The prosecuior took
her back o that terrible day ofce
more.

& take sb back: if a story, film etc
lakes you back to a time in the past, it
is about events that happened at that
time » The latest film from Merchant
fvory takes us back Lo 18th century
France.

6 take back sb, take sb back: if you
take someone back after an argument
or after separating from them, you
agree to let them live or work with you
again b She once said that if Reggie
ever left her for another woman, she'd
never teke him back.

7 take back sth, take sth back: if you
wish that you could take something
back, you wish that you had not done
it = That ane play lost us the game._ [
wish [ could take it back.

TAKE DOWN *
1 take down
sth, take sth
down: Lo
remave
something

that is fixed

to a wall» We
have to take
the Christmas
decorations
down today.

2 take down sth, take sth down: to
remave a temperary structure by
separating il into pieces b Can you
help me take the tent down?

3 talte down sth, take sth down: to
write down something, especially
something that someone is saying
» Let me take down your name and
phone number.
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TAKE FOR —+

1 take sb for sth: to think that
someone is something that they are
not » f wondered if the tourists took
me for a New Yorker,

2 take sb for a fool aiso rake sb for an
idiot: to treat someone as if they are
stupid » Do you expect me to believe
that? You must take me for on idiot!

3 what do you take me for?: used to
show that you are offended because
someone has treated you as if vou are
very stupid or bad » What do you take
me for? Do you think I'd leave o child
o drown?

TAKE IN

1take In sth, take sth in: a. to
understand and remember something
+ The guide told us o fot about the
place, bui it was too much to take in.
b. to understand news or information
and realize its meaning and
importance » | had cancer. [ sat
starfng into my cup, trying to rake it
i

2 be taken in: to be completely
deceived by someone or something so
that you believe a lie » We were
completely taken in by his charming
confident manner.

3a. take in sb, take sb in: to let
someaone live in your home in return
for payment » She cotldn’t afford to
pay the mortgage any more, so she
took in a ladger.

b. take in sb, take sbin: to let
someone stay in your hame or in your
country when they have nowhere else
Lo stay » Germany took in over 10,000
refugees.

4 take in sth, take sth in: to include
samething - use this especially about
the places visited on a trip, or the
activities of a business » The hike ride
will take in some of the loveliest parts
of the county.
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i 5take in sth, take sih in: to notice all
¢ the details or qualities of something

when you look at it » She was too
preoccupied to teke in much about her
Surroundings.

& take in a film/ show etc: to go to sec
afilm, play etc » On Saturday night we
con take in a fitm and maybe get a
pizza afterwards.

7 take in sth, take sth in: Lo collect or

: earn an amount of money » How muc!
: did the store take in today?
¢ 8take in sth, take sth in: to make a

piece of clothing narrower so that it
fits you » /'ve got a skirt that's quite
nice, but it needs taking i,

9 take in sb, take sb in: if the police
take you in, they make you go to a
police station to ask you guestions

2w He was token in by the palice and
i chasged with ormed robbery. take sb
¢ 1n for questioning & Mrs Burroughs

was taken in for questioning ar Roya!
Hill police station.
10 take in air/ food: if people or
animals take in air or food, it goes intu
their bodies » fellyfish take in air
through their skin.
intake n the amount of food, diink
etc that you take into your body
» Lower your intake of fat and
alcohol to improve your heofth.
11 take in sb, take sb in: to accept
someone as a student, patient,
customer etc = The college plans to
take in move overseas studants next
year.
intake 1 the peaple who are
accepted by an organization at a
particular time » This year's intake
on the diploma course is particularly
good.
TAKE INTO —+

: take sh into sth: if something takes

you into a particular job ar activity, it
makes you decide to starl deing it
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» What took you info acting in the first
place?
TAKE OFF —
1take off sth, take sth off: to remove
something that you are wearing » She
took her clothes off ond got into bed.
» | fargot to take off my make-up last
night.
2 take off:
if a plane or !
bird takes off, {{
it leaves the
ground and
rises inta the
airw The e
plane took off n\E 0\\\
into the night e aAC—
sky. » The
ducks took off and flew over the park.
take-off u when a plane rises into
the alr at the beginning af a flight
» We have to check in of least one
hour before take-off.
3 take sth off: to arrange to spend
some time away from your normal
work & Why don't you take some time
off? You need a break. take a
day/ weel etc off » | take two weeks
off every summer to go canoeing.
4 take off: to suddenly start being
successful » Hondler was a young
actor whose career was just gbout (o
take off.
5 take off: to leave somewhere
suddenly, especially withaut telling
anyone » What's wrong with fan?
He just taok off without saying
goodbye.
6 take sb off: to move someone away
to a place, or make them go there with
you. + to - Two people had been dug
out of the snow by rescuers, and raken
off to hospital.
7 take sb off: to copy the way that
someone speaks or behaves in order
to make people laugh » Petar’s really
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good af taking people off. He does the
Prime Minister beitliantly.
take-off n when someaone copies the
way that someone else speaks or
behaves in order to make people
laugh » Donna did o britliant take-
off of the principal.
8 take yourself off: to go somewhere
w | took myself off for o walk, hoping
ta forget about my problems.
o take sb off sth: to stop someane
from duing a particular type of work,
usually because they are doing it
badly & Detective Williams was taken
off the case, and is suspected of
taking bribes.
10 take off sth, take sth off, take sth off
sth: to take a particular amount or
number from a total » Will the examiner

i take points off for spelling mistakes?
© 11 take sth off: to no longer be

performed or broadcast » The play

i failed to ottract a big enough
i oudience, and was taken off after only
- afew nights.

TAKE DN —

1take on sth/sh, take sthfsh on: to
agree 1o do some work or to accept a
respansibility » Don't take on foc
much work — the extra cash isn't worth
it. v a school that takes on difficedt

§ students

2 take on sb, take sb on: to start to
employ someone » We're {aking on so
rrew staff this yeor.

3 take on sth: to begin to have a
particular quality or appearance

= Mott's face took on o worried look.
4 take on sb, take sb on: to compete

i against someone or start an argument

ar fight with sameone, especially

: someone who is likely to defeat you
o » Harlow Town FC will toke on the

! league champions on Sofurday. + at
i w It was always a mistake to take my

brather on af Scrabbie.
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5 take on sth, take sth on: to start
having a debt by barrowing money

» The banks are elways looking for
ways to encowrage custamers to take
on more debts.

6 take it on yourself to do sth see Taxe
UPON

TAKE QUT

1 take out sth, take sth out: to remove
something from a bag, box, your
pocket etc » Scott felt in his pocket
and took out a bunch of keys. » She
took out o packet of cigareltes and
tried to light one.

2 take sb out: to take someone to a
place such as a restaurant, theatre,
club etc, or show them a place that
they do nat know » f had to take thefr
son out and show him around. + to

» [t was Mother's Day, so we faok
Mum out to lunch. + for » He took her
out for a medl in @ French restaurant.
3 take out a loan/ Insurance policy
etc: to arrange Lo start using a
financial service provided by a bank or
insurance company ® f just took our a
£100,000 loan to buy a new boat.

4 take out sth, take sth out: to get
money from your bank account » |
took out £300 to spend on holiday.

5 take out sth, take sth out: to borrow
a hook from a library » You can't take
more thon six books out at once.

6 take out sb/sth, take sb/sth out: to
kill someane or destroy something

» Our orders were to lake aut the
seniries guarding the bridge,

7 take out sh, take sh out: to hit
someone and make them become
unconscious » Lewis was a big guy.
who looked as if he could take a man
out with one punch.

8 take sth out: to spend some time
naot working or nat doing what you
usually do. take time out » Why don't
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you take a little time aut to be with the
childrentake a year out (=spend a
year travelling or doing jobs, between
leaving school and starting a
university course) b Andy's thinking of
taking ¢ year out and travelling round
Europe.

g take out sth: to go to a court of law
and make an official complaint about
someane, or get a legal decision made

» His wife took out a court order to
: keep him away from her.

TAKE OUT OF —

i 1take it out of sb also take a lot out
: of sb: to make you feel very tired

W Starting a new job takes a lot out of

- you, » Looking after kids all day con

really take it out of you.

2 take sb out of himself/ herself: to
stop someone from thinking about
their problems and feeling unhappy

» Reacling @ good book is a great way
of taking you ou!t of yourself.

3 take sth out of sth: to make an

: activity less difficult, less boring, less

enjoyable etc. take the worry/ strain
etc out of sth » Comprehensive travel
insutance takes the worry out of
holidoying abroad.

TAKE QUT ON —

take sth out an sb: to treat someane
badly because you are angry and
upset, even though it is not their fault.
take It out on sb » Don't take it out on

o me—it’s not my fauit youw've had a bad

day. take your anger/ frustration etc
out on sb » Well, whatever's
happened, for God's sake stop taking
your frustrations out on me.

TAKE OVER —

| 1take over, take over sth, take sth
i over: o start being responsible for

something or doing a job that

: someone else was responsible for

before you » We'll stop haifway, and

i V' take over the driving. + as b She
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will take over as party feader if they
lose the next election.
2 take over sth, take sth over: 1o get
control of a company by buying it or
by buying most of its shares » They
have taken over five smailer banks in
the past two years.
takeover n when a company gets
control of another company by
buying most of its shares
» Following its takeover of the car
marnufaciurer, the compary plans to
shed over 1000 workers. takeover
bid (=an attempt to get contral of a
company) & a £1.8 billian takeover
bid.
3 take over, take over sth, take sth
over: to get control of a place or a
political organization, especially by
using force » Communists took over
control of the Central Committee.
4 take over sth, take sth over: to
appear in large numbers in a place,
especially so that other people or
things cannot continue normally
» Every summer the town is taken over
by tourists.
5 take over, take aver sth: Lo start to
have a very big eflect on you, so that
you do not think aboul anything else
» When you run your own company,
it's easy ta let work toke over
completely. take over your life » Once
the baby is born, it will completely
take over your life.
6 take over: if a feeling takes over, you
start to feel it strongly and it contrals
your behaviour » She knew she had to
stay calm - she mustn't aflow panic to
take over.
7 take over sth, take sth over: to start
living in or using a house or ather
building » Stacey’s bookshop is
expanding, and taking overa larger
building on Market Street.
8 take over, take over sth: Lo start to

TAKE

contral what other people are doing,
in an annoying way » This was a nice
place to work until she come along
and started trying to take over,

TAKE OVER FROM

take over from sth/ sb: to became
maore successful, popular, or important
than semething or someone else

» Digital cameros will eventually take
over from conventional camergs. + as
» Loadon is taking over from Pails as
Europe's fashion capital.

TAKE ROUND 52€ TAKE ARDUND
TAKE THROUGH —+

take sb through sth; te show someone
how samething is done by explaining
all the different parts or stages 10
them » The dance teacher took her
class through a new routine.

TAKETO *

1 take to sh/sth: to start to like a
person or place, especially when you
first meet them or first go there » /
taok to Paul as soon as | met hinm.

» Mel never look to country life, and
always langed to go back to the city.
2 take to sth: to start doing something
regularly. take to doing sth» A grotp
of us took to meeting in g bar colled
Harry’s every evening. take to

drink/ drugs (=start drinking a Iot of
aleohol or using drugs) » He toak 10
drink in a big way after his wife left
him.

3 take to sth: to enjoy and be good at
doing something, especially the first
time you try it » She took to horse

- riding like a natural. take to sth like a

duck to water (=learn how to do
samething very easily because you are
naturally good at it) » He fook to show
business like a duck to water.

4 take to sth: to go into or on to
something. 1ake to the hills/ lifeboats
ete (=in order to escape from danger)
» Villagers were fleeing their hames in
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terror and taking to the hills. take to
the streets (=in order to protest) » An
estimated half a million protesters
{pok Lo the streets, take to your bed
(=because you are ill) » My fever
retumed and | took to my bed. take to
the road/ air etc {=start a journey by
road or air etc) » There was a distant
roar as a squadron of jet fighters took
to the ait.

TAKE UP —

1 take up sth, take sth up: to start
doing a particular activity or kind of
work & When did Bryan take up golf?
» The government is trying to
encourage more graduates fo take up
teaching.

2 take up sth, take sth up: to start to
have a new position of respar lity
» He's leaving the company to take up
a new directorship in Brussels.

3 take up sth, take sth up: to use a
particular amount of time, space, or
effort = A new baby will take up all
your time and energy. » i had an essay
to write, which fook up most of the
weekend.

4 take up an offer/ challenge: to
accept an offer, challenge ete » 5o far
a quarter of UK schools have taken up
the offer of half-price computers.

» Each year more and more amaoteur
ruaners take up the challenge of the
New York Marathan.

5 take up sth, take sth up: to try Lo
make people pay attention Lo a
problem or an unfair situation » The
priest took up the issue of land reform
on behalf of peasant furmers. + with
w I'm going to take the matter ug with
my fawyer,

6 take up a suggestion/
recommendation: 1o do what
someane suggests or advises » No
one has taken up our suggestion

that the working week should be
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| cut to 30 hours from next year

7 take up sth, 1ake sth up: to start to
use ideas, designs, or ways of daing
things that someone else has
developed » Keynes's economic
thearies were takarn up by
governments throughott! Europe.

B take up a position: 1o move to the
place where you are supposed to be
or where you usually are » The flower
sellers took up their positions in the
market square,

g take up sth, take sth up: 1o continue
a story or activity that was started by
someone else, or that you started
before ¥ Last October poilution
reached record levels. Dur
environment correspondent now takes
p the story... take up where sb left
off » After the war | returned to
college, hoping to take up where I'd
left aff.

| 10take up sth, take sthup: if a plant

or animal 1akes up a substance, that
substance goes into it = As we get

i older our bodies become less efficient
© in taking up some autrients,
: TAKE UP ON —

1 take sh up on sth: to accept an offer
that someone has made = “Pif cook
you dinner if you like.” “f might just
take you up on that."

2 take sb up on sth: to argue with or
ask questions aboul what somenne
has said, because you disagree with
them & Lef me {ake you up on one or
two of thase points. » He was quick,
she noticed, to take her up on any
caswal remark,

TAKE UP WITH —

1 be taken up with sth: to be very
busy doing something and give it all of
your atlention r fo's completely taken
up with work at the moment.

2 take up with sh: to become friendly
with someane and spend a lot of time
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with them » He's taken up with a
group of lads from colfege.

TAKE UPON, GfSO TAKE ON -~

take it upon/ on yourselfto do sih: to
decide to do something without asking
anyone for permission or approval & 4
juniar official had taken it upoa himself
to hand my report to the press.

TALK
TALK AROUND, @f50 TALK ROUND —
talk around/round sth: to discuss a
subject in a general way without really
dealing with the important parts

» They wasted o whole hour talking
around the problem, and never
coming to the point.

TALK AT —

talk at sb: ta talk to sameone without
giving them a chance to speak ar
without listening Lo what they are
trying to say b+ We teachers spend a
lot of time tatking al children. We
ought to spend much niore time
iistening.

TALK BACK —

talk back: to answer your parent,
teacher, manager etc rudely. + to = 1'd
never let a child of mine talk back to
me like that,

TALK DOWN »

talk sth down, talk down sth: to talk
In a way that makes something seem
less good or successful than it really is
» The Prime Minister accused his
critics of tolking Britain down.

TALK DOWN
TQ -+

talk down to
sb: totalk to
someone as if
you belleve
that they are
less
intelligent
than you are

TALK

= My father always explained things
and never talked dowr ta me.

TALK INTO —

talk sb into sth: 10 persuade someone
o do something by explaining Lo them
why they should do it = { should rever
have let you talk me inta this crozy
scheme. talk sb into doing sth = ff
Laufs tries to talk you inta investing in
his business, just say no.

TALK QUT +

talk sth out, talk out sth: to discuss &
problem with someone tharoughly in
order to agree on a way of solving it

» We needed time to talk things out

- and decide what was best for the

fuiure. + with > if there was o
prablem, she could always talk jt ot
with her mather.

TALK OUT OF »

talk sb out of sth: to persuade

someone not 1o do something that
they were intending to do &= {f you're
still determined to leave, don't let
them talk you out of it. talk sb out of
doing sth » She had io talk me out of
sending a furious email o the boss.
TALK OVER *

: talk sth over, talk over sth: to discuss

a problem or situation calmly with
someane & If yoirre worvied about
vour work, come and see me and we'll
talk it over, + with = it's often helpful
to talk things aver with a professional
counsellar,

TALK ROUND See also TALK
AROUND +

talk sb round: to persuade someone
to change their opinion and agree with
you = Dad doesn't like the idea of us
going nway together, but I'm suve |
can talk him round. + to » We could
never talk the girl round to aur way of
thinking.

TALK THROUGH »

1talk sth through, talk through sth: to



TAMPER » TAP

discuss all the details of a problem,
idea, plan etc in order to understand it
better and decide what to do » {'m
sure if we sit down and talk things
through, we can come to some sort of
agreemeiit. + with » Before vou make
your final decision, talk it through with
someone you frust.
2 talk sb through sth: to explain
something slowly and carefully to
someane & {f you hove o problent with
the software, just phone us and well
1oik you through i1 » Dr Comeron
spent some time talking me through
the operation, so that | would know
exactly what fo expect.
TALK TO —
talk to sb: to speak ta someone
severely and tell them that their
behaviour, work etc is not good
enough = I'n going to have to talk
to Barry. He was lole again this
morning.
1alking-to u If you give someone a
talking-to, you speak to them
severely and tell them that their
behaviour, work etc is not good
enough » If you ask me, what
that girl needs is a good
tatking-to.
TALK UP —
talk up sth, talk sth up: Lo keep saying
how good or successful something is
= Travel agencies have been tolking
the place up as a great new tourist
resort.

TAMPER

TAMPER WITH —

tamper with sth: to make changes to
something in a way that is dangerous,
illegal. or has a bad effect

» Sameone had tampered with the
brakes of the car. » The police were
accused of tampering with the
ewidence.

- something such
: asbranches,

= Dofphins often
I get tangled up
it aets wsed for tuna fsfing.

¢ 2 get tangled up in sth: to become
i involved in a situation that it is

: TANGLE

i TANGLE UP IN —
: 1gettangled

: upinsth:

¢ to become

caught or
trapped in

ropes, or wires

difficult to get out of » / managed to

i get myself tangled up in a real mess!

be tangled up in sth » Don't you
realize that you're tangled up in

i something that will probably end in

disasier?

TANGLE WITH —

tangle with sh/sth: to argue or fight
with someone ar something » /
wouldn't tangle with him if | were you
— he's a dangerous mar.

TAP

TAP FOR

tap sb for sth: Lo persuade someone
Lo give you money or information & |
re-read the article and thought about
wha I could tap for more information.
TAP IN —

: tapinsth, tap sth in: to put

infermation, numbers etc into 2
computer or other machine, by
pressing the buttons on it » Tap in

: your personal identification number.

TAP INTO

: 1tap into sth: to use energy,

information, maney etc that comes
from a large supply » The new
software aflows consumers to tap fito
the internet via their phones.
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2 tap into sth: to use a computer to
illegally get into other people’s
computer systems b The cotnt was
told that he had managed 0 tap into
compulters at universities all over the
world.

TAP QUT —

1 tap out sth, tap sth out: to produce a
series of sounds by hitting a surface
lightly and regularly & As ke played fie
tapped out the rhythm with his foot.
2 tap out sth, tap sth out: to write
words or numbers on a lypewriler,
computer, or other machine & The
secretary grobbed the phone ond
began tapping out the number.

3 tap out sb, tap sh out: to use all
50meone’s energy or money so fhat
they are unable to fight against you
any longer & t's part of their strategy
to keep us in court and tap us out.

TAPER

TAPER OFF -

1 taper off: to gradually become less
in amount, strength, size etc» 0f

production tapered off and the country |

was foiced to find new sources of
fncome.

2 taper off: if something tapers off, it
becomes narrower at one end » The
road was narrower here, and it
eventually tapered off inte a track,

TART

TART UP —

tart sth up, tart up sth: to try to make
a place Iook more attractive or more
modern & The hotel's been tarted up
now, and has lost a lot of its charm,

TATTLE

TATTLE ON —

tattle on sb: to tell a person in
authority about something wrong that
someone has done » | suppose you'll
G and tatte or el

TAPER » TEAR

TAX

TAX WITH

tax sb with sth: to say that someone
has done something wrong, and ask
them far an esplanation » Critics have
toxed the government with failing to
carry oul @ proper investigation.

| TEAM

TEAM UP —

i team up: to join together with another

person or organization in order to do
something together = The garties
teamed up and between them got
75% of the vote. + with » The
expiorers teamed vp with a group of

i native travelters.

TEAR

: TEAR APART —
: atear sth apart, tear apart sth: to

make people argue or flight with each
other, so that a relationship ends, or 2
family, group. country etc becomes
divided » For years the country had
been torn apart by civil war. » The
stresses and strains of modérn fife are
tearing families apart.

2 tear sth apart, tear apart sth: to
make something break into pleces by
pulling 1t vielently in different
directions » The fox is torm apart by
the hounds in a matter of seconds.

: 3 tearsth apart, tear apart sth: to

destroy a building or a raom

i completely and often violently & The

factory was torn apart by @ huge
explosion.

4 tear sth apart, tear apart sth: lo

criticize an idea, piece of work etc very
severely » The book was tarn apart by
the critics when it first came out.

5 tear sh apart: to make someone feel
very upset and worried » Kelly
couldn’t bear to think of him with

: arother woman. {t was tearing her
aparl.
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TEAR AT —

tear at sth/sh: to pull violently at
something or someane » She leapt at
himin a fit of rage, tearing at his face.
TEAR AWAY —

tear sh away: to make someone stop
doing something, when they are so
interested in doing it that they do not
want to stop » Once he's in frant of
the TV, it's practically impossible to
tear him away. tear yourself away

» 0o you think you could tear yourself
away from that computer for just one
minute and listen?

BE TORN BETWEEN *

be torn between sth: if you are tom
between two things, it is difficult for
you 10 choose one af them or ta
decide which one is more important to
you » Far along time Clorisse had
been torn between her family and her
careet.

TEAR DOWN *

tear sth down, tear down sth: to
deliberately destroy a building, wall
etc because it is not needed any more
oris not safe » The church had been
50 badly damaged that it hiad to be
tarn down and rebuilt,

TEAR INTQ »

tear into sh/ sth: (o criticize someone
or something very severely and often
unfairly = After the game the manoger
really tore into the tearm.

TEAR OFF

tear off sth, tear sth off: to take off a
piece of clothing as quickly as you can
w Ben tave off Ws jacke! and dived
into the river.

TEAR UP —

1 tear sth up, tear up sth: 1o tear
something made of paper ar cloth inta
a lot of small pieces because you want
to destroy it = fason read the ietter
quickly, then tore it up and threw it on
the fire.
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: 2 tear sth up, tear up sth: to destroy
i or damage someth

such as an area
of land » Huge areas of rainforest are
being torn Lp every day by logging
companies.

TEE

TEE OFF

1tee off: 1o hit the ball for the firs{
time at the beginning of a game of golf
w David Miller had just teed off at the
fifteenth hole i the competition.

2 tee off: to begin an event or activity
» The celebration teed off with a

: round of champagne.
i 3 tee sb off, tee off sb: ta make

someone angry ® it really tees me off
that he never helps with the
housework!

i TEEM

TEEM DOWN -+

i teem down: Lo rain very heavily = At

that momen! the rain began teeming

: down, and we all ran for shelter.
©OTEEM WITH —
: teem with sih/ sb: to be very full of

people or animals & This apparently
empty landscape is in fact teeming
with wildlife.

i TELL
I TELL AGAINST —
: tell against s

o make someone less
likely to succeed in something = /

< badiy wonted the job, but i knew that

iy age would probably tell against me.

POTELL
i APART —+ ?
: tell sbysth
i apart: if you
can tell

a4
things apart,

people or

you can see the difference between
them » The twins fooked so alike thot
only theic pareats could tell them apart

9

TELL FROM —

tell sth/ sb from sth sh: if you can tell
one person or thing from another, you
can see or realize the difference
between them » The two types of
nwshroom look very similar and it's

this age most children will be able to
tell right from wrong.
TELL OFF — ;
tell sb off, tell off sb: to speak angrily
to someone about something wrong
that they have done » Miss McHale
will tell you off if she sees you daing
that! be told off also get told off
» Hurry up — | don’t want to be told off
for being late again!
telling-off 1 when someone speaks
1o a thild angrivy about something
wrong that they have done & ['ve
already had one teiling-off from Dod
today.
TELL ON —
1 tell on sb: to tell someane in
authority such as a teacher or a parent
about something wrong that someane
has done - used especially by children
w [l tell on you if you don’t give me
my pen back.
2 tell on sb: to have a bad effect on
your health, or make you feel very
tired » All those years of heavy
drinking were starting {o tell on her.

TEND

TEND TO —

tend to sb/sth: to look after someone
or something » Anna was it her
greenhouse, tending to her plants.
TEND TOWARDS, 0/S0 TEND
TOWARD —

tend towards sth: to usually have a
particular type of attitude or behave in
a particular way » He lends towards
the right wing of the party.

I nervous or

: worrled and 2
difficutt to telt one from the other » By -

i phaone rang,

TEND » THAW

i TENSE

TENSE UP —+ sl
QQ!

1 tense up: to '
become -9

unable to
relax » Every
time the

she tensed up, not knowing wherther
ta answer it or not.

2 tense up, tense up sth, tense sth up:
if your muscles tense up or you lense
them up, they become hard and tight,
for example because you are angry or
nervous » | could feel the muscles in
the back of my neck tensing up.

! TEST

: TEST OUT —

¢ atestout sth, test sth out: o 1est a
© new product or idea in order to see
© whether it works well or will be

popular » A group of children were
asked to test out the new computer
game for a local newspaper. + on

i The drug stil! hasn't been tested out

o humans.
2 test sb out: to do or say something

| deliberately in order to find out what

someone's reaction is » He was
testing me owl, leoving all that cash
lying about. He wanted to See if f was
honest,

i TESTIFY

TESTIFY TO —

* testify to sth: to show clearly that

. something is definitely true » The

i growing number of empty shops in the
i Migh Street testify to the depth of the

recession,

C THAW

THAW OUT
1 thaw out, thaw sth out, thaw out
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sth if frozen food thaws out, or you
thaw it out, It becomes warmer and no
longer frozen » Keap the freezer door
shut can you, or the food will start o
thow out.
2 thaw out, thaw out sth, thaw sth
out: to become warmer or make your
body warmer after being outside and
getting very cold » I put my fingers - think of sb/sth in that way » You're
over the stove ond lried to thaw them an adult now, and it's time you learnt
out. ta think of yourself in that waoy.
THIN . 5 think of sth/ sh: to remember
‘ i someane of something that you knew
THIN QUT

J i inthe past » Lynn remembered the
thin out: if people, ca L ¥
thin out, Eh:g Eta;t;dlr:blnfl::t:re;; hatel clearty, but she couldn't think of

them » The crowd had thinned out e
now, ond only g few people were left | 6.lhlnk of sb: 1o consider the needs or
in the square. » | don’t usually go wishes of someone else & f can’t just
home untit after 5.30, when the traffic pleu_se MySelf you know, Liinve g
begins to thin out, family to think of too.

: 7 think of sb: to think about someone
THINK : ata particular time, especially when
Tr!\NK AHEAD = i they are unhappy or doing something
think ahead: to think carefully and i difficult » Good luck in the exam — I'l
plan for what might happen or what

il Wy be thinking of you.
you might do in the future » A jat of 8 be well thy i
these problems could be prevented by well Suiai of atso be highly

Lt i ¢ thought of if someone or something
fnn;kmg ohead and taking action i is well thought of or highly thought o,
early. + to» We ore now thinking ather peaple have a good opinion of
aheod to the third phase of the i them» She is well thought of
development plan. throughout the industry.

THINK BACK —

1 i g what was sb thinki f
think back: to think about things that ? did San

happened t in the past, + & ! ask why someone did some
ned to you in the past, + to stupid & “What were vou thinking of?"
» Think back to your first day at P vou thinking of:

e Larry asked irr horror. “You krmow we
schoo i haven't got that much money!"
THINK OF — H

. . i THINK OUT —
1 thinkgr sth: to ﬁnq anew \dea.. : 1 think sth out, think out sth: to plan
suggestion etc by thinking about it i something carefully before you da it
» il have to think of same way of H

g > it was clear that the thieves had
showing them how grateful { am. i thought it off out in advance, and
» That's a brilliant idea — t hadn't

thought of that heforer i knew exactly what they were doing.

_ i athink sth out, think out sth: to think
2 think of doing sth: to consider doing | carefully about a situation, problem,
something soon orin the future » 'm  { plan etc, and think especially about
thinking of retiring next year, % what might happen as a result of it

3 what do you think of ...?2: used to
: ask what someone’s opinion is about
something » /'l ask Simon what he
i thinks of the idea.
4 think of sth{ sb: to think of someore
i orsomething in a particular way or as
: a particular thing. + as » She stilf
thought of Scotland as her home.
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» “You're much too young to get
married,” my mother soid. "You
haven't thought it out properly.”
THINK OVER —

think sth over, think over sth: to think
very carefully about an idea or plan
before you make a decision about it

» Government ministers are stil!
thinking over the unions’ demands
think it over » It was undoubtedly a
good offer, so f agreed to think it over
for @ couple of days.

THINK THROUGH —

think sth through, think through sth:
to think carefully about a situation,
problem, plan etc, and think
especially about whal might happen
as a result of it » The article
suggested that the UN was taking
action withaut fully thinking through
the consequences,

THINK UP —

think up sth, think sth up: to find 2
new idea, suggestion etc by thinking
about it and using your imagination or
intelligence » Everyone in the room
was told to try and think up a new and
exciting name for the book.

THIRST

THIRST FOR, afS0 THIRST AFTER —
thirst for/ after sth: to want something
very much » He was clearly thirsting
for revenge.

THRASH

THRASH ABOUT, GISO THRASH
AROUND —+

thrash about/ around: to mave from
side to side and move your arms
around in a violent and uncontrolled
way &/ could fus! make out someone
thrashing around in the water below.
THRASH OUT —+

thrash out sth, thrash sth out: to
decide or agree about something by
discussing it in detail and for a long

THIRST » THROW

me » The fwo sides met in an
attempt to thrash the matter out.

i THRIVE

i THRIVE ON —

i 1 thrive on sth: 10 enjoy or be

i successful in a particular situation or
i condition » Sorie companies have

great difficulty coping with change,

i while others seem to thrive on it.

i w governments which thrive on

i secreey and paranoig

: 2 thrive on sth: to grow well with a

- parficular food o in partcular

: conditions » AN he eats is junk food,
i but he seems to thrive on it!

{ THROW

THROW ASIDE —
throw aside sth, throw sth aside: to
suddenly get rid of an oid idea, belief,

: or feeling that you had » We must
< throw aside the old prejudices and

learn to live with our former enemies.
THROW

AT - L ] g:_/)))%‘v
throw »
yourselfat ff

sb: to try very
hard to get
someone’s
attention and
show them
that you think
they are atlractive » She'd thrown
herself at that man and made a
complete fool of herself.

THROW AWAY —

1 throw away sth, throw sth away: to

i 4“ £

i get rid of something that you do not

© want or need » | shouldn't have

: thrown away the receipt. » Do you
 want to keep these catologues, or

I shall { throw them away?

: 2 throw away sth, throw sth away: to
i waste an opportunity or lose an

i advantage » This could be the best



THROW

chance you've ever had - don't throw
it away.

THROW BACK AT »

throw sth back at sb, throw back sth
at sh: to criticize someone by
reminding them of samething wrang
or embarrassing that they did in the
past » { know I said some stupid
things, but { wish you'd stop throwing
them all back at me.

BE THROWN BACK ON —

be thrown back on sth/sb: to be
forced to depend on something or
someane because of a change in your
situation » Homeless and jobless, Joss
was thrown back on what little
support his parents could offer.
THROW DOWN —

throw down a challenge olso throw
down the gauntlet: to invite someone
to argue, fight, or compete against you
» After lunch Marcie threw down the
gauntiet and challenged me to a game
of tennis.

THROW IN —

1 throw in sth, throw sth in: to include
more things with the thing that you
are selling to someone, without
increasing the price » The petson
selling the house may offer te throw in
carpets and curtdins as part of the
deal.

2 throw in sth, throw sth In: to add
something to a performance, a story,
an idea etc in order to Improve it » We
could throw in a song or two to fiven
up the play.

3 throw in your lot with sb also throw
your lot ir with sb: to decide to
support someone and work with them,
50 that your success depends on
theirs » former socialists who had
thrown their lot in with the
conservatives

4 throw in sth, throw sth in: if you
throw in a job, you leave, especially
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when you are not going to start another
job = She threw in a good job with an
insurance company just so she could

i follow her boyfriend out to Hawaii,

THROW INTOQ, /50 THROW 1IN —

< throw sb inta/in sth: to put sameone

in something. be thrown into/in

i prison also be thrown Into jail

» Many of the rioters were arrested
and throwr into prison.

THROW INTO -+

1 throw sb into confusion/ panic etc:
to make people [eel very confused,
afraid etc » Within days the people
were in revolt and the leadership was

thrown into paric.
¢ 2 throw sth into turmail afso throw

sth into chaos: to suddenly make
something very confused and badly
organized » A failure of the computer
system threw London's ambulance
service inte chaos.

3 throw sth into doubt o/so throw sth
into guestion etc: 1o suddenly make
people uncertain whether something
i5 true, or whether saomething will
happen» These shacking events
throw inte doubt the whole future of
the Olympic Games.

4 throw yourself inta sth: to start
deing an activity or job eagerly and
with a |al of effort » Mow fulia threw
herself into her work, staying up late

: every night.
© THROW OFF —
. 1 throw off the yoke of sth also throw

off the shackles of sth: ta gel free
from something that has been limiting
your freedom » nations thet were
struggling to throw off the yoke of
colonial rule

2 throw off sth, throw sth off: to
succeed in getting rid of an illness that
is not very serious » !'ve had this cold
far several weeks and | con't seem to
throw it off.
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3 throw off sth, throw sth off: to
succeed in getting rid of a problem or
an unpleasant feeling » The city has
been making great efforts to throw off
its negative image.

THROW ON —

throw on sth, throw sth on: to put on a
piece of clothing quickly and
carelessly & Throwing on a dressing-
gown, | stumbled downstairs to open
the door.

THROW QUT -+

1 throw out sth, throw sth out: to get
rid of something that you do not want
or need » We threw out lots of stuff
when we moved house. » | hope you

haven’t thrown out yesterday's paper - |

there was something | wanted to read.
2 throw sb out, throw out sb: to force
someone to leave a house, school, job
etc » We can't throw him out in this
kind of weather - he's nowhere else to
go. + of » Wayne was thrown out of
school for taking drugs. be thrown out
of work (=lose your job) » Hundreds
of men were thiown out of work when
Smith’s shipyard closed.

3 throw out sth, throw sth out: to
refuse to officially accept or approve a
plan, suggestion etc » The judge
threw out the case, saying that the
police had made up evidence.

THROW TOGETHER —

a throw sth together, throw together
sth: to produce something quickly
without planning it carefully, using
whatever things are available » i'm
afraid it isn't much of @ meal - just
something | threw together while you
were unpacking. » Charlie had thrown
the show together at very short notice.
2 throw sb together, throw together
sb: if a situation throws people
together, it causes them to meet and
get to know each other » Because
there were no other kids in the

THRUST » TICK

neighbourkood, limmy and ! were
thrown together a lot.

THROW UP —+

1 throw up sth, throw sth up: to
produce new problems, people, ideas
elc s The report throws up some
interesting questions.

2 throw up, throw sth up, throw up
sth: to bring up food from yaur
stomach because you are il » f've
been throwing up all morning.

3 throw up sth, throw sth up: to
quickly build or make something such
as a wall or fence » Citizens threw up
borricades around the Kremfin.

4 throw up sth, throw sth up: to
suddenly leave a job or a course of
study » You have a brillient future to
look forward to. It would be crazy to
throw it all up now.

THRUST

THRUST ASIDE ~*

thrust aside sth, thrust sth aside: to
refuse 1o consider something,

i especially someone’s complaints,

protests etc » Al our complaints were
thrust aside and ignoved.
THRUST ON, af50 THRUST UPON —*

¢ thrust sth onf upen sb: if something is
* thrust on you, you are suddenly forced
: todeal with it or accept it » Fame was
- thrust upon Edward at an eorly age.

: THUMB

THUMBE THROUGH —*

: thumb through sth: to turn the pages

of a book, magazine etc, but not read
it carefully » She sat in the dentist’s
waiting room thumbling through an
old copy of Vogue.

TICK

TICK AWAY —

1 tick away, tick away sth: if a clock or
watch ticks away it makes regular
sounds as time passes » The old
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grandfather clock ticks oway the hours
and minutes.

2 tick away: if time ticks away, it
passes » The last few seconds of the
game were licking away,

TICK BY —

days were ticking by, and I stilf hadn't
found the courage to call her,
TICK OFF =
1 1lck off sth, tick sth off, tick sth off
sth: to mark things on a list to show
that they are finished or have been
dealt with » The guests’ names were
ticked off as they arrived.
2 tick sb off, tick off sb: to tell
someone angrily that they should not
have done something - used
especially about parents, teachers etc
talking to children » Mrs. Brownfield
ticked us off for tatking in class,
ticking off n when a parent, teacher
etc speaks to a child and tells them
angrily that they should not have
done semething » Unless you want
a ticking off from your Mum, you'd
better get home.
3 tick sb off, tick off sb: to annoy
someone ® { wish fie wouldn’t do that.
It reatly ticks me off.
TICK OVER —
tick over: to continue to operate
without any problems, but without
preducing very much, without making
a lot of progress etc » The firm fiad
enough work to keep it ticking over for
the next few months.

TIDE

TIDE OVER —

tlde sh over: if you have enough
money or food to tide you over, you
have enough of it to last until a later
time b My Dod lent me some money to
ticle me over until | get paid.
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L TIDY

TIDY AWAY

i~ tidy sth away, 1ldy away sth: to put

: things back in the place where they

i should be » Anthea looked ot her

 wafch and begon ta tdy her papers

tick by: if time ticks by, it passes» The

i Toyup -

i 1 tidy up, tidy up sth, tidy sth up: to

i make a place look neater by putting

: things in their proper places » Waud
yau mird tidying up a bit before the

away.

gues(s arrive? tidy up after sb (=make
a place look neater after someone has

© made it untidy) » She got fed up with
i tidying up after her husband all the

time.
tidy-up u when you make a place
look neater by putting things in their
proper places » !'lf just give the
kitchen a quick tidy-up and then we
can go out.

i 2 tidy yourself up: to make yoursell

look tidier or cleaner » janine went
upstairs ta tidy herself up before her
date.

3 tidy up sth, tidy sth up: to make a

¢ few small changes to something,
: especially a piece of written work, In

order to improve it or finish it e / just
want to tidy up a few things and then
you can read it

TIE

TIE BACK —

tie ha(k. sth, tie sth back: to fasten
your hair or something that hangs

: down s that it is pulled back b Her
long hair was tied back in a red scarf.

TIE DOWN —

1 tie sb down: to stop someone from
being free to do what they want te do
» He said he loved her, but he didn't
want to be tied down.

2 tie down sth/ sb, tie sthf sb down: to

i tie athing or a person onta
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something, so that they cannot move
» Make sure all the boxes are secuiely
tied dawn. + 1o » The kidnappers kept
him tied down to a chair with a sack
over his head.

3 tie sh down: to make someone
promise or agree that they will
definitely do something. + to > You
need to tie him down to a definite
date for the wedding.

TIE [N WITH ==

tie in with sth: to be similar to or
connect well with something else

» What you're saying doesn't tie in
with what other peopie say about him.
» These findings tie in with recent
research in the field of genetics.
TIELUP —
1tieup sh,
tle sbup:
toliea
person of
animal to
something so
that they
cannot escape ® Police said the mon
tied up two shop assistants before
taking money from the safe. » | tied
my horse up and walked to the top of
the hill.

2 tie up sth, tie sth up: to fasten
something together using a string or
rope b We tied up the newspapers and
took them to the recycling centre.

3 be tied up: to be very busy, with the
result that you cannat see someone or
do something » Sorry, ! couldn’t see
you earlier — I've been tied up in o
meeting all morning. » Can | call you
later? {'m a bit tied up ot the moment.
4 get tied up: if you get tied up,
something happens which prevents
you from going somewhere or doing
something » Sorry /'m late. | got tied
up.

5 tie up sth, tie sth up: to finish

TIGHTEN » TINKER

i arranging or dealing with all the
i details of something » Make sure you

tie up the trave! arrangements by the

i weekend.

BE TIED UP WITH —

¢ be tied up with sth: to be closely

: connected with something = A lof of
o his emotiona! problems are tied up

I with his childhood.

¢ TIGHTEN

: TIGHTEN UP —

i 1tighten up sth, tighten sth up,

i tighten up: to make a rule, law, ot

i syslem more strict » plans to tighten
I up laws on tax evesion, + on » Alrlines
i are tightening up on security after

i warnfngs of terrorist attacks.

{ 2 tighten up, tighten up sth, tighten
i sth up: if your muscles tighten up, or
i you tighten up your muscles, they

i become stiff » The muscles in my leg

suddenly tightened up and { had to

i Slop swimming.

3 tighten up sth, tighten sth up: lo

i turn something, such as a screw, so

that another thing is firmly held in

i place » Tighten up the screws to keep
i the axle from slipping forward.

i 4 tighten up, tighten up sth, tighten

i sth up: to work Logether, or make

people work together, in a more

i effective way » Mitan have tightened

up their defence and will be a hord
team to beat.

I TINKER
 TINKER AROUND, ({50 TINKER
: ABOUT —

nker around/ about: to make small

¢ thanges to something such as a
i machine or system in order ta repair

or imprave it. + with & He spent aif

i moming tinkering around with the

engine.

i TINKER WITH —
i tinker with sth: if you tinker with
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sormething such as a machine or a
system you make small changes to it
in order to repair or improve it » My
Dad used to Nke tinkering with cars.

» The government should stop
tinkering with the educatianal system
and let teachers get on with their jobs,

TIP
TIP DOWN +
be tipping down: used to say that it is
raining very hard » /t's been tipping
down all morning.
TIP QFF —
tip off sb, tip sb off: to secretly tell or
warn someone about samething » The
drug dealers were arrested after police
were tipped off by local residents,
+ aboul » Someone must have tipped
off the press about her visit.
tip-off u a secret warning or
message about something that is
happening » Acting on an
anonymaus tip-off, police roided the
house,
TIP OVER —
tip over, tip
aver sth, tip
sth over: if an
objett tips
over, or if you
tip it over, it
falls on its
side » Bud was so mad he tipped his
chair over. » The boat tipped over and
they were all thrown into the sea.
TIPUP —
1 tip up sth, tip sth up: if you tipup a
container, you move it 50 that its
contents start to pour out » Stevens
tipped up the wheelbarrow and
emptied the rocks out onta the
ground.
2 tip up, tip up sth, tip sth up: if an
object tips up, or if you tip it up, one
end goes down and the other end
goes up » A fat man sat down at one
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i end of the bench, and the whole thing
i fipped up.
| TIRE
: TIREOF -

I atire of sth/sb: to become bored witl

something or someone » Hjs parents

: kept buying him toys, but he soon

tired of them. tire of doing sth
v Voters were beginning to tire of

i hearing the some old promises from
i politicians.

i 2 sb never tires of doing sth: used to
¢ say that someone daes something so
i much that it annoys you » Dan never
i tired of telling people what an

i excellent basketbolf ployer he was.

TIRE QUT —

: tire sb out, tire out sb: to make

i someone very tired » A full day of

i shopping tired us out. » James has sa
i much energy - he afways tires me oul.
: tire yourself out (=work so hard or do

something s much that you becamne
tired) » Toke a rest, kid. You'll tire

i pourself out.

TOIL
i TOIL AWAY —
¢ toll away: Lo work very hard for 2 long
i period of thme » In the past, men end
= women tofled away in the ffelds ail day.
: TONE
i TONE DOWN —
i 1tone down sth, tone sth down: ta

make semething such as a speech,

: performance, or piece of writing less
i extreme, offensive, or critical » TV
: bosses hove told them to tore the
i show down, claiming there are too

many sex scenes and too much bad

i language.

2 tone down sth, tone sth down: to
make a colour less bright » Makeup
can be used to help tone down @
reddish complexion.
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TONE IN —
tone in: to look good and suitable
when put together with samething
else. + with » Choose o colour scheme
for the curtains that will tome in with
the rest of the room.

TONE UP —

tane up sth, tone sth up, tone up: to
make your body or muscles firmer and
stronger by doing physical exercises

» Aerobics reafly fones up your
muscles.

TOP

TOP OFF —

1 top off sth, top sth off: 1o finish
something that has been very
successful or enjoyable by doing one
last thing. + with » We topped off the
evening with a meal in one of my
favourite restaurants.

2 to top it (all) off: used when you
want to mention one final thing,
especially something very surprising
or annoying » She spent the whole
evening telling me about her previous
boyfriends. Then to iop it all off, she
suggested we go and visit one of
them!

3 top off: if prices of something top off
at a particular level, that is the most
expensive price, + at» Tickets fopped
offat £75.

4 top off sth, top off: to fill a partly
empty container with liquid » Let me
top off your drink.

TOP OUT

top out: to reach the highest |evel
possible » Monday's temperature
shoufd top out at 4o degrees.

TOP UP —

1 top up sth, top sth up: to fill a partly
empty container with liquid » /' just
top up the coffee pot.

2 top up sth, top sth up: lo increase an
amount of something so that it

TOP » TQSS

i reaches the level you want = | took an

extra fob in the evenings to fop up my

i wages.
{ TOPPLE

i TOPPLE OVER

topple over, topple sth over: to

i become unsteady and fall over, or to

¢ make something do this » The dishes

i were piled so high they looked as if
they were going to topple aver any

i omoment.

i TOSS

TOS5 ARDUND, ais0 TOSS

ABOUT -
1 toss sth around/ about, toss

i aroundfabout sth: to move or shake

: something in a rough and often violent
: way» The little boat wos tossed

: around by the waves.

: 2 tass sth around/ about, toss

: around/about sth: to talk about a

plan, idea, or suggestion, usually

: without considering it in a serious way
o > We tossed around the ideo of

i wisiting Thailand this summer, but in

: the end decided we couldn't afford it
3 toss sth around/ about, toss

- around/abaut sth: to use a word or

: phrase without thinking carefully

: about what it means b People often

toss around words ke “genius” and
iving legend”, but in his case they're

: ail frue.

I T0SS BACK —

i 1toss back sth, toss sth back: to drink
: something very quickly, especially

alcohol » His friends had been tossing

i back beers all doy.
: 2 toss back your head: 1o move your
i head backwards suddenly, because

‘you are [aughing ar upset » Tassing

i her head back defiantly, Tina refused
i to admit she was wrong.
i TOSS FOR —

toss for sth, toss sb for sth: to decide



TOT » TOUGHEN

who can do or have something by
throwing a coin in the air. The person
who guesses which side the cain will
land on can have or do the thing they
want. = The two teaims tossed for the
kick-off. » “Wha gets the last piece of
cake!™ "I'lf toss you for it."

TOSS OFF *

toss off sth, toss sth off: to produce
something quickly and without much
effort » Some wiiters seem to be able
to toss off a new book every few
months.

TOSS Up —

tass up: to decide who will do or have
something by throwing a coin in the
air. The person who guesses which
side the coin will land on can do or
have the thing they want. » They
tassed up to see who would play first.
» Why don't we toss up forit? If vou
win, you gef to keep the money.
To1

TOT UP -

tot up sth, tet sth up: to add together
numbers or amounts of money in
order to find the tatal » At the end of
the game we'll tot up the points to
find the winner,

TOTAL

TOTAL UP —

total up sth, total sth up, total up: to
add together numbers or amounts of
maoney in order to find the total

» Could you mark each other's work,

please, and then total up your scares.

TOUCH
TOUCH

oown = )\ TR S o
tauch down: \\ i
ifa plane

%«

touches
down, it lands

on the

400

ground, especially at an airport

i » Margaret closed her book as the
i plane touched down at Istanbul
i girpoit.

touchdown & when a plane lands on
the ground, or a spacecraft lands
somewhere » Touchdown was only
half o second later thon predicted
TOUCH ON, also TOUCH UPON -+

! touch onj upen sth: to mention

something for a short time and

i without giving very many details » She
i briefly touched an what happened ot

I the conference, but then passed on to
I other things.

TOUCH UP —

i touch up 5th, touch sth up: to improve
i something by changing it a little or

adding mare to it b She looked in the

i car mirar and touched up her lipstick.

TOUCH UPON 5€e TOUCH ON

| TOUGH

TOUGH QUT

i tough it out: to deal with a difficult

situation or strong appasition by
being very determined and refusing to
give up » Despite olf the protests, the
deposed leader tried to tough it out,

i thinking that the US would support

him.

TOUGHEN
TOUGHEN UP +

| 1toughen up sth, toughen sthup: 1o

make rules or laws stricter and more

i effective » We want the government tc

toughen up regulations on animal
experiments.

: 2a, toughen sb up, toughen up sb: to
i make someone become physically or

emotionally stronger, and more able to
deal with difficult situations » His

i parents sent him fo survival school

fast summer to toughen him up a bit.
b. taughen up: to become physically
or emotionally stronger, and more able

4o1

to deal with difficult situations » You'll
have to toughen up a bit if you're
serfous about being a dactor,

TOuT

TOUT FOR —

tout for business etc: to try to
persuade people to buy the goods or
services you are offering b Unlicensed
taxis cruised the streets, touting for
business.

TOWER

TOWER OVER, Ql50 TOWER

ABOVE —

1 tower over/ above sb/ sth: to be
much taller than someone or
something else » Roy was already
over & feet tall, ond towered over his
classmates.

2 tower over/ above sbysth: to be
much better, more important etc than
other people or organizations. tower
over/ above (all) the rest » just one of
these writers seems to tower over the
rest.

TOY

TOY WITH —

1 toy with sth: to think about it and
consider something, but not very
serfously » Len’s not sure what to
study at university - he's been toying
with various possibilities. toy with the
Idea of (daing) sth » ! had been to
France several times, and was toying
with the idea of buying a house there,
2 toy with sth: 1o keep tauching
something or moving it around » We
sat there toying with owr food ond
trying to be polite to each other,

3 toy with sb: to treal someone ina
way that is not sincere or fair and is
likely ta upset them » Rod was not
what he seemed - he had been toying
with her that day on the river,

_ track down

TOUT » TRADE

: TRACE

TRACE OUT

trace out sth, trace sth out: to mark or
i write something carefully and clearly
- » [ got out the map and traced our the

route that we would have to take.

{ TRACK

TRACK
DOWN —

sbf sth, track
sb/ sth down:
o manage te
find someone
or samething
altertrying
very hard

» Police hove
managed to
track down thirty peaple who were in
the town centre when the attack
occurred.

TRADE
TRADE DOWN —

i trade down: to sell an expensive

house, ear ete, in arder to buy one that
is cheaper » Many homeowners

o decide to trode down in late middle-
: age, in order to gel cash for
- retirement

TRADE IN —
trade sth in, trade in sth: to give a car,
piece of equipment et¢ that you own
as part of the payment for a new one

© you are buying. + for » We traded our

old van in for a smaller, more modetn
ane.

TRADE OFF —

1 trade off sth, trade sth off: to

 compare one thing with another when

you are trying to decide what is the
best thing to do. + against » You have
ta trade off the fncreased viewing
charges against the number of new
channels you can watch,



TRAFFIC » TRICKLE

trade-off un an acceptable balance
between two or more opposing
things » the trade-off between
leisure and work
2 trade off sth, trade sth off: to give
something up, or accept something
you do not want in order to have
something !ha! is more important
» They may have to trade off some of
their newly acquired territory in order
to secure a lasting peace.
trade-off u something that you have
to accept in arder to have something
else that is more important » He
toleates inflation as a trade-off for
healthy economic growth.
TRADE ON, als0 TRADE UPON —
trade on/ upon sth; to use something
in arder 1o get an advantage for
yourself » The newspapers accused
fer of trading on fer relaticnship with
the Prince.
TRADE UP —
trade up: to sell a cheap house, car
el¢ in order o buy one that is more
expensive » Our car’s getting a bit
old now, so we're thinking of trading
up and getting something a bit
sportier.
TRADE LPON Se¢ TRADE ON

TRAFFIC

TRAFFIC IN

traffic In sth: 1o buy and sell illegal
goods, especially drugs w The
government has increased the
penalties for trafficking in drugs and
firearms.

TRAIL

TRAIL OFF, G50 TRAIL AWAY —
trail off/ away: if a person’s voice
trails off, it gradually becomes guieter
and then stops » */ know | should
have told you but ...” At that point
he trailed off and stared down at his
feet.
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¢ TRAIN

TRAIN ON, af56 TRAIN UPON —

i train sth on/upan sb/sth: to aim a
i gun, camera etc at someone of

: something and keep it pointing at
i them » All the TV cameras and

microphones were trained on him, but

| he refused to comment.
 TRAIN UP »
train sb up, train up sb: to teach

someone a particular job, skill, or
subject, until they reach the necessary

: standard » The compony takes new

graduates, and trains them up over a

- perfod of two years,
. TRAIN UPON See TRAIN ON

TRAMPLE
TRAMPLE ON, G{S0 TRAMPLE
UPON -+

i trample on/ upon sb/sth: o treat
: someane badly and unfairly, ignoring

their rights or feelings » Don't try to

i be nice to everyane all the time —

you'll just end up getting trampled

L oon.

i TRESPASS

TRESPASS ON, also TRESPASS

© UPON —

! trespass on sh's hospitality/

i generasity etc: to use more than you
¢ should of someone else’s time, help
: etc» She would have liked to stay

© longerbut she felt that she must not
i trespass on his hospitality.

| TRICKLE

TRICKLE DOWN

i trickle down: if money, advantages,

profits etc trickle down from the

¢ richest people in society to the poor,

! some of the money etc passes slowly

: 1o the poor people » The idea is that if
i tax breaks are given to the wealthy,

i the benefits will trickie down to iower

i Income groups.
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TRIFLE

TRIFLE WITH —

trifle with sb/ sth: to treat a person ar
their feelings without respect » He
was not a man to be trifled with,

TRIGGER

TRIGGER OFF —

trigger off sth, trigger sth off: to make
something start » the events which
triggered off the First World War

» Stress can trigger off @ number of
Hinesses, such as heart disease or
digbetes.

TRIM

TRIM OFF

trim off sth, trim sth off: to cut small
pieces off something because they are
not needed » Cut the chicken inta thin
Strips and trim off any fat.

TRIP

TRIF OUT —

trip out, trip sb out: if you trip out, or
something trips you out, it seems very
strange or surprising to you » | started
saying some things in Russian, and
she just tripped out. » The whole
thing is 56 weird, it really trips me
out.

TRIP OVER —

trip over sth, trip over: to fall or nearly
fall because you hit your foot against
something on the ground » Lily {ost
her balance, tripped over and landed
in a pile of leaves.

TRIP UP —

1 trip up, trip sb up, trip up sb: to fall
or nearly fall, especially because you
hit your foot against something on
the ground, or to make someone

do this & The path’s very umeven —
careful you don't trip up.

» Someone put out a foot and

tripped the boy up as he was trying

o escape,

: cause
i someone to

TRIFLE » TRUMP

make a
mistake,

: especially

by making them say something that

: they did not intend to sayw» f

wondered why the police had asked
me that agair. Were they trying to trip

: me up?
¢ b.trip up: to make a mistake,
: especially by saying something that

you did not intend to say » Sally
realized that she would have to be

i mare coreful, or she could easiy trip
ioup
TRIUMPH
i TRIUMPH OVER —
i triumph over sthi sb: ta succeed in
: defeating something or someane
t w In 1984 Detroit triumphed over

their main rivals, the San Diego

i Padres.

i TROT

i TROT OUT -+

i trot out sth, trot sth out: to repeat.

i something without thinking about it
: and without being sincere » { cowldn't
i believe it when she trotted out the

same old excuse again.

: TRUMP

TRUMP UP

i trump up sth, trump sth up: to invent

information or facts in order to make

i someone seem guilty of a crime
i w The whole thing was trumped up
i by the authorities in order ta shut

him up.
trumped-up aoj invented in order to
make someane seem guilty of a
crime » trumped-up charges



TRUST » TUCK

TRUST

TRUSTIN —»

a trust in sb: (o feel confident that you
can trust somecne ¥ You know you
carn trust fn me.

2 trust in sth: to feel confident that
something is good, right etc and will
be successful » Nore of us krow what
the future will be ke, but we fiave to
trust in our own ability to deal with it.
TRUST TO —

trust to sth: to depend on something
to help you do something » it is
important to check the information
first and not tiust to memary.

TRUST WITH —

trust sb with sth: to depend on some-
one to look after something carefully
or deal with [t in a sensible way » {
could never trusi jeff with maney - he
Just went out ord spent it alf on beer.

TRY

TRY ON —

1 try sth on, try on sth: to put on a
piece of clothing to see if it fits you or
to see if you like it » ! spent two hours
trying on every caat in the shop, but
none of them were just right.

2 try it on: to deliberately behave ina
way that you know is not acceptable,
in order to see whether someane will
try to stop you » fake tumed up
uninvited at the last party, and he
might try it on again this time. + with
v Kids always try it on with a new
teacher - so don't worry about that.
TRY QUT —

11iry out sth, try sth out: to use
samething for the first time in order ta
see whether it works well, or whether
you like it » Doctors are trying out a
new vaccine which it is cloimed may
help prevent cancer. + on » The recipe
sounded delicious, so f thought i'd try
it aut on my boyfriend.

\ 1tuck sb In:

i especially a

i comfortable
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2 try out sth, try sth out: to practise

¢ something in order to try to improve it

> If we went to Frence, it would give
you the opportunity Lo tiy out your
French.

3 try sb out, try out sb: to get

someone to do some work for you for
a short time before deciding whether
to employ them permanently » We'lf

try you out for o couple of weeks, and

if vou work well you can stay.
. 4 try out: ta compete or perform in
- front of a group of people who decide

who should be chosen for a team,
play, performance etc, + for» She’s
currently trying out for a part in the
new James Bond film.

TUCK

: TUCK AwAY -+

: 1 batucked away: to be in a quiet area
: where very few peaple go » The hatel
i is tucked away in a quiet little side

street.

2 be tucked away: to be kept hidden
somewhere secret » The key to the
cellar was kept tucked away behind

i some old books.
i 3tuck sth away, tuck away sth: to put

something in a safe or secret place

i » His fingers touched the waltet, now
i tucked away int Ms faner pocket.

TUCK IN —

1o make
someone,

s

child, feel

in bed by
pulling the

sheets and blankets firmly around

them » Adam took the little girl back
1o bed, tucked her in and kissed her

i goodnight.

2 tuck sth in, tuck in sth: to push the
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end of a piece of clothing, sheet,
blanket etc inside or under something,
in order to make it look tidy or stay in
place » He stood up, tucking his shirt
in at the waist and reaching for his tie.
3 tuck in: to start eating something
with enjoyment » The waiter brought
our meal and we all tucked in, tuck inl
(=used when you want to tell people
to starl eating) » Come on, everyone,
tuck in!

TUCK INTO —

tuck into sth: to start eating
something with enjoyment » We
tucked into a deliciows meal of steak,
chips, and ice-cream.

TUCK UP —

tuck sb up: to make someone,
especially a child, feel comfortable in
bed, by pulling the sheets etc firmly
around them. be tucked up in bed

» When all the children were tucked
up in bed, we sat down and opened a
bottle of wine.

TUG

TUG AT —

1 tug at sth: to pull something quickly
and strongly » We alf tugged af the
rope, but the boat refused to move an
fnch.

2 tug at sb's sleeve also tug ot sb's
arm: to pull someone's clothes or arm
several times to try and attract their
attention - “Mister,” Willie said
tugging at Tom's coat sleeve, “Mister,
what’s that?”

3 tug at sb’s heart also tug at sb’s
heartstrings: 1o have a strong effect
on someone’s emolions » a very sad
Story that reafly tugs at your
heartstrings.

TUMBLE

TUMBLE DOWN

1 tumble down: if a wall or building
tumbles down, It falls to the ground

TUG » TUNE

: and is destroyed. come tumbling
i down » Do you remember the

excitement there was when the Berlin

Wall came tumbling down?
tumbledown a0; a tumbledown
building is old and in such bad
condition that parts of it are falling
down » There was @ tumbledown
shed at the bottom of the garden.

2 tumble down: to be destroyed or

fail. and no longer exist, your world is

 tumbling down (=a lot of bad things

happen to you and you feel very
shocked or upset) b She felt her world
was tumbling down around her, come

i tumbling down » Many old prejudices

came tumbling down in the 19605,

: TUNE
: TUNEIN -
: atune in: to listen to or watch a

particular programme on radio of

: television » Mare than 3.5 billion
: people are expected to tune in for the

opening of the Dfympic Games. + to
v If it's Saturday afternoon, he'll

probably be tuned in to the football on
A

2 be tuned in: to understand what
other peaple are thinking or feeling

» As a character, joha is very sensitive
and tuned in. + tow We must be more
tuned in to our customers’ needs.

3 tune in: if you tune in to other

peaple’s feelings, ideas, needs etc,
you have a good understanding of
them. + ta » The best way to
encourage your child is o tune Jn to
his or her interests.

TUNE INTO —

1 tune into sth: to listen to or warch a
particular programme on radio of
television w Last week, 4.3 miflion

i people tuned into “The Late Show".

2 be tuned into sh/ sth: to understand
someone’s feelings or ideas very well



TURF » TURN

» It con be difficuit for society to stay
tuned into the needs of young people.
TUNE OUT —+

tune out sth, tune sth out, tune out: to
ignoere something or stop listening to
it > We hope that people won't start
tuning out warnings about the virus
berause they've heard it all before.
TUNE UP —

tune up, tune up sth, tune sth up: to
prepare to play a musical instrument
by making changes to it until it
produces the correct notes b The band
were tuning up their guitars
backstage, geiting ready for the
concert.

TURF

TURF OUT —

turf sb out, turf out sb: to force
someone to leave a place or an
organization » If you don't get out of
bed soon, [l come and turf you out!
+ of » At half past eleven the landlord
turfed us out of the pub.

TURN

TURN AGAINST —+

1 turn against sth/ sh: to stop liking or
supporting someone or samething

» He was never sure why the maon had
turned against him. » By now it was
clear that public opinion had turned
against the Republicans.

2 turn sb against sb/ sth: to influence
a person so that they do not like or
support someone or something any
more & If you give kids books that are
too advasced, it can turn them against
reading for life.

TURN AROUND, /50 TURN

ROUND —

1 turn around/ round, turn sh/sth
around/ round: to turn so that you are
facing in the opposite direction, or to
make something do this » Simpson
turned eround in his chair and tooked

406

out of the window. » Can you help me
turn the sofa round?
2 turn sth around/ round, turn

| around/ round sth: to make a

business, organization, econamy elc
successful again after it has been
unsuccessful » A new management
team was brought in to turn the

i company around. turn things around
i wI'm sure if we get the right sort of
* financial backing we can turn things

round,

3 turn around/ round and ...: used to
say that someone suddenly does
something that is unexpected or
unreasonable b You can't tefl other

people what to do, and then twmn
around and say that you aren’t going

to do it yourself.

4 turn sth around, round: to consider
something in a different way » You can

: of course turn the whole idea around
and look at it from anather angle.
& turn around/ round sth, tumn sth

: around/ round: to complete the

process of making a product or

: providing a service » We guarantee e

carn tum your erder around in under o
montf,

TURN AWAY —

1turn sb away, turn away sb: to not
allow someone to enter a place » The

i guy at the desk turned me away

because | didn’t have a membership

i cord.

2 turn sh away, turn away sb: to
refuse to help someone when they ask
for help » When a member of your

i own family asks you for money, vou
i can't fjust turn them away.

TURN AWAY FROM

: 1turn away from sth/ sb: to stop

supporting someone, or stop Using or
being interested in something » A lot

of teachers are turning away from
: traditional teaciting methods.

407

2 turn sb away from sth/ sb: to make
someone stop supporting someone or
stop using or being interested in
something ¥ It was feared that foreign
influences might turm the people away
from their religion.

TURN BACK —

1 tum back: to start going back in the
direction that you came from # The
Captain had been advised to turn back,
dute to very bod weather conditions.

2 turn sb back, turn back sh: to make
someone go back in the direction they
came from & Police vsed tear gas fo
turn back demonstrotors who marched
towards the Palace.

3 turn back: if you cannot turn back,
you cannot change your plans and do
something different. can’t turn back

» We've already spent so much money
that we can’t turn back. there's no
turning back » 5tubbs nervously
accepted the offer, realizing that there
was no turning back now.

&4 turn back the clock afso turn the
clock back: ta try to go back to past
ways af doing things or to the
attitudes that existed in the past » He
was gccused of wanting to tum back
the clocks to the 1950s, when most
women didn't work outside the home.
5 turn back sth, tum sth back: to fold
over one part of a piece of paper or
material » Me! tmed back the cormer
of the page, closed the book and lay
down.

TURN DOWN +

1 turn sth down, turn down sth: to
reduce the amount of sound, heal etc
produced by a machine such as a
radio or a cooker » Could you turn
that music down — we can’t ear
oursefves speak!» After half an hour,
turn the oven down o @ low heat.

2 turn down sth/ sb, turn sth/sb
down: to decide not to accept an offer

TURN

or an oppertunity Lo do something

» Mowadays some men are twning
down promotion in order to give more
time to their families.

3 turn down sb/ sth, turn sbjsth
down: to refuse to do what someone
asks or suggests » At the end of the
evening the committee voted on the

: proposal dnd tumned it down.

TURN IN

¢ aturnin sth, tum sth in: to give

something to a person in authority so
that they can deal with it » The

i security forces arested three hundred
: rebels and ordered ther to twr in

their weapons.

2 turn in sb, turn sh in: to tell the
police where a criminal is, or to take a
criminal to the police » One of the
other gang members turned hint in

i turn yourself in (=go to the police and

admit that you are responsible for a
crime) » Smithson finally tumed
himself in, saying he deeply regretted
what he had done.

‘ 3 turn sthin, turn in sth: to give a

finished piece of work to a teacher or
manager = Only t7 students turmed
thefr papers in on time.

4 tumn in: to go ta bed » Well, J think

o Pl turn in now = | have to get up eaily

tomorrow.

L OTURN INTO —
1 turn into sthf sb: to change and

become a different type of thing or
persan » !t started off as o dream, but
quickly turned into a nightmare.

i » When ! saw him again, he'd lost a lot

of weight and turned into a really

good-leaking boy.

2 turn sth into sth: to change
something so that it becomes a
different thing or is used in a different
way ® The old barn next to the manar
house had been turned into flats for

i old peapie.



TURN

3 turn sh into sb: to change someone's
life so that they become a different
type of person » The film turned him
into a huge star overnight.

TURN OFF —

1 turn off sth, turn sth off: to make a
light, machine, or engine stop
waorking, or to stop a flow of gas,
water, or electricity » Don't forget

to tuen off olf the lights when you go
to bed. » Con you turm the tap off for
me?

2 turn off sth, turn off: (o leave the
road or path that you are going along,
and starl going along another
» Stephen turned off the main road
inte an almost empty side-street. = {'m
sure we should have turned off at the
last exit.
turn-off 1 a road which leads off
another, usually bigger, road » Go
stowly or we'll miss the tumn-off.
3 turn sb off, turn off sb, turn sb off
sth: to make someone decide that
they do not like something or are not
interested in it » | loved the house
from the outside, but the decoration
inside really turned me off.
turn-off u something that you do not
like, because you find it boring or
unpleasant » Having to tearn olf the
histary of the ploce was a real tumn-
off
TURN ON —
1 turn on sth, turn sth on: to make a
light, machine, or engine start
warking, or start the flow of gas,
warer, or electricity » { tured an the
radio and listened to the six o' clock
news. » Could you turn the oven on, if
you're going in the kitchen?
2 turn on sth, turn sth on: to start
using a particular way of speaking or
behaving, especially when you are not
being sincere. turn it on » Craig’s
brilliant at entertaining people - he
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can turr it an whenever fie wants. turn

. on the charm » “Come in, have a
i drink," he said, smiting at her and
. turning on the charm.

3 turn sb on, turn on sb: to interest or
excite someone » Crime fiction just
doesn't turn me on.

i TURN ON, ai50 TURN UPON —»

: 1turn on/fupen sb: to suddenly attack
i someone, either physically or with

i unpleasant words, especially when it

is very unexpected » We watched in

i horror as the dog tumed on the little
i girl. » Peter turned on Roe, screanting,

“Get out of my sight!"

2 turn on/ upon sth: to depend on
something in order 1o he successful o
work well » The whole future of the

i campoany turns on the success of this
I one product.
3 turn sth on/ upeon sb: to suddenly

aim something such as a gun, a light,
or an angry look at someone » | was
tesrified she would turn the gun on

i ome.

TURN ON TO —

turn sb on to sth: 10 make someone
start to like something or become
Interested in it » # was a neighbour of

i mine, a professor, who tumed me o
: o modem art.

TURN QUT —

| 1tum out the tight also turn the light
i out: to make an electric light stop
: working, by pressing a switch » Don't

forget to turn out the lights when you
come ta bed.

2 turn out: to happen In a particular
way or have a particular result. tum
out fine/ well » Dor't worry about the

i interview, il all turn out fine. turn out
i to be» The holiday turned out to be

i the best we've ever had.

i 3turn out: if something turns out to

be true, it Is true, although this is
surprising. It turns out (that) = it
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turned out that every one of the
students in the room had tried
cannabis. as it turned oul = As it
turned out, fane knew alf about the
affair anyway.
4 turn out: if a child turns out in a
particular way, that is the type of
person they become b The Hedges
were such an odd family, but all of the
children had turned out perfectly
norimal. turn out to be »= Aithough very
shy as a child, he eventually turned
out to be a natural leader.
5 turn out: if people turn out for an
event, they go to watch it or take part
in it » On Saturday anly a few hundred
people tumed out to see the game.
turn-out 4 the number of people
who come 1o watch an event or take
partin it = The turnout for the
election was about Fo%.
6 turn out sth, turn sth out: to make or
produce something, especially in large
quantities » The new foctory will tum
out 100,000 pick-up trucks a year.
7 turn sh out, turn out sb: to force
someone Lo leave a place, especially a
place where they are living » The
building was sold, ond hundreds of
homeless people were turred out on
to the sireets. + of » Many farm
workers lived it fear of being tumed
out of their homes.

B turn out

sth, turn sth

out: to empty T

a pocket, a Q}j D]

cupboard, or
other
container in v
order to clean 04
it or see what

is in it & The teacher told us to turn
out our pockets.

9 be well/ beautifully etc turned out:
to be wearing altractive, neat, ar

TURN

expensive clothes » The music was
wonderful and the chofr was
beautifully turned out.

TURN OVER —

1 turn over, turn over sb, turn sb over:

© to mave so that you are facing in a

different direction when you are lying
down, or to move someone so that
they do this » Patrick tumed over i
bed and switched off the light, » The
nurses gently turned her over and
straightened out the sheets.

2 turn over sth, turn sth over: to move
something $o that you can use, look
at. or listen to the other side of it

¥ Could you turn aver the cossette?

i 3 burn over, turn sth ever: lo change to

adifferent programme on the
television, by pressing a button

i w The film was so boring that we

turned over half way through. » Do
you mind if | turn the TV over to watch
the news?

© 4 turn over sh, turn sh over: to take @
¢ criminal to the police, or to tell the

police where a criminal is. + to» The

FBI caught Rastov and turned him

over to the CIA,

5 turn sth/ sb over, turn over sthf sb:
to give something or sameone to a
person in authority sa that they can
deal with them or be responsible for
them. + to» The government seems
ta want to turn much of public health
care aver ta the private sector.

& turn sth over, turn over sth: Lo give
something such as a business or a
piece of property to somecne. + to

v | expect Mr Busby will turn the shop
over to his son when he refires.

7 turn over sth, turn sth over: ifa
business turns over an amount of
money, it makes that amount in a
particular period of time » The new
company turned over £5o00,000 it ils

i first year.



TYPE

turnover x the total amount of
moncy made by a business in a

turnover of £5.6 million
B turn sth owver, 1utn over sth: to think
carefully aout something in order ta
understand it better. turn sth over in
your mind v | turied his final words
overin my mind, unsure of what he
had meant.
9 turn sth over: to search a place
thoraughly, o1 to steal things from it
» The police went in and turned the
whole house over to see if there were
any drugs. tum the place over » We
came back from holiday te find the
place had been turaed over,
TURN OVER 70 -+
turn sth ever to sth, turn ever sth te
sth: to start to use a buitding or a
piece of land for a particular purpese

> From that time on, more and more of -
g turn up: if something that is lost or

the fand was turned over 10 sugariane
production,

TURN ROUND S€2 TURN AROUND
TURN TO ~

1 turn te sb: (o g0 to someone for
advice, sympathy, or help w f feit vary
nione ot that time - there woas no one |
could turm to. turn to religion » Mony
peaple tura to refigion during difficutt
periods in their lives,

2 turn to drugs/ crime ete: to siarl
doing something bad w The scheme
coutd give jobs 1o thousands of
voumngsters who iright otherwise rum
to crnme.

3 turn 1o sth: o start a new type of
wark or habit = Appareatly more and
mare people are turning o
vegetarianism each year.

4 turn to sth, tum sth to sth: to start
talking, thinking, or writing aboul a
particular subject » The specker ther
turned ta other aspects of society
including the home and famify tum

© your attentien/ efforts etc to sth
i » She turned her attention to the
particular period of time » an amiuol
- turns ta sth (=it starts to be about 2

: particular subject) » fventualiy the

i conversaiion turned fo the subject of
G

1 ture up sth, turn sth up: to increase

: FBI failed to tura up anypthing

I suspicipus,

i s turnup; if a job or an opportunity

i turnsup, it becomes available

i » Dan't worry, I'm sure a job will turn
I up soon.

. TURN UPON 52 TURN ON

: TYPE

. TYPE IN, alsg TYPE INTO —

: kype in sth, type sthin, type sth [nto
L sth: to put informatien inta a

i computer by typing » Pulmon sar

iyped in his name.
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TYPE OUT —

type out sth, type sth out: to produce
a copy of ssmething that you have
written, by typing it on a computer or
a typewriter » Michael fod typed the
poens out and sent it fo me, osking for
my comments.

paper ot her desk. a conversation

TURK UP —+

the amount of sound, heat et
produced by a machine such as a
radio, heater, or cooker w f1's really
cold in here. Can yous turn up the
heating?w She was in the bathrogm
with the radio turned up to full
volume.

2 turn up: to arrive somewhere,
especially when you are expected

© w Rochel knew that Ross would be

very worried if she didn’t turn up.

* +lore In the end, only nineteen

compelitors turned up for the race,

missing turns up, someoae finds it

i ow { baven’t found your watck yet,

but I'm sure it will trn up soonér or
fatar.

i 4 turn up sth, turn sth up: to find
. somathing by seatching tharoughly (er

it ® A search by the state police end

down at his compuier and quickly

TYPE

LTYPEUR

type up sth, type sth up: (o produce 2
neat or complete copy of something

: that someone has written by typing it

on a computer ar a typewriter » ft was

: my job to attend afl the meetings and
i to type up my notes from them
: afterwards.




URGE » USHER

Uu

URGE

URGE ON —

urge sb on, urge on sb: to encourage
someone to keep on making an effort
or 1o keep on doing something » He
heard Sarah's vaice above the noise of
the crowd, urging him on. » Cangress,
urged on by Human Rights groups,
was once again debating the abolition
of the death penaity.

URGE ON, 0/S0 URGE UPON

urge sth on/ upon sb, urge on/upon
sb sth: to try to persuade someane
that they must do something or must
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behave in a particular way » UN

i advisors were urging caution upon

those countiies preparing for wor

USE

USE Up -

use up sth, use sth up: to use all of
something so that there is none left » |
hod already used up the film in both
my cameras. » We used up all our
money in the first week of the hotiday:

USHER

USHER IN —

usher in sth: to cause something new
to start, or to exist at the start of
something new » The discovery of oil
ushered fn a new era of employment

I and prosperity.
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\VAY,

VAMP

VAMP UP —

vamp up sth, vamp sth up: to try to
make something seem new or more
exciting by changing it or adding
things to it » songs fram the sixties
that have been vamped up for today's
audiences » Writers have been told to
vamp ug the story line, or the show
will be scrapped.

VEER OFF

VEER OFF »

veer off: to suddenly go in a completely
different direction = At that point the
road veered off towards the left.

VEG

VEG OUT —

wveg out: to relax and do nothing when
you are feeling lazy or very tired

» When ! go hiome after work |
normally just veq aut int froni of the
v

VERGE

VERGE ON, also VERGE UPON —
verge on/upon sth: to be almost the
same as an extreme feeling, quality, or
situation » He thought her behaviour
was verging on insanity. be verging on
the impossible/ ridiculous etc (=be
very close to being impossible,
ridiculous etc) » Property prices here
are verging on the ridiculous.

VEST

BE VESTED IN —

be vested in sb/ sth: if power is vestad
in a person or group, they officially or
legally have that power » Executive
authority is vested in o Governor, who
is elected for a four-year termn.

VAMP » VOTE

VISIT

. VISIT ON, @IS0 VISIT UPON —+
: visit sth on/ upon sb/ sth: 10 cause

something very unpleasant ar harmiul

- to happen to someone or something

w the terrible suffering that was beirg
visited upon the people
VISIT WITH

© visit with sb: 1o spend time talking to
someane in a lriendly way » joe had ¢

chance to visit with s old friend
Logar while he was in Morylond.

VOTE

VOTE DOWN —

wvote sth down, vote down sth: 10
decide not to accept an idea or plan by
voting » The proposal to build

sports stadium on the site was voted

down,
VOTE IN, also vOTE INTO —

i vote sb/sth in, vote In sb/ sth, vote

sbf sth inte sth: to give someone

: enough votes In an election for them
: to win an official position of power

» The Democrats were voted in by o
big majority. be voted into office

: » He soon gained the support of the

electors and was vated inio office.
¥OTE QUT

i vote sb/sth out, vote out sb/ sth: to

not give someone enough votes in an
election for them Lo stay in their
official position of power » She was
voted out as director, after a
disagreement with the management
board. be voted out of office » He
was voted cut of office on February

i o25th.

 VOTE THROUGH

- vote through sth, vote sth through: te
officially approve a law oi plan by

voling to accept it » The law, banming
traffic from the city centre, was voted

through six days ago.



YOUCH

VOUCH

VOUCH FOR —

1 vouch for sth: to say that you know
for certain that something is true, real,
or of a high standard » Les knows the
bujfders personally and can vouch for
their refiobility. » Several people were
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prepared to vouch for what Becky was

i saying.

2 vouch for sb: to say that you know
someone personally and can promise
that they have a good character b john
was refused entronce ta the club, until
somebody arrived who could vouch

for him.

415

Ww

WADE

WADE IN —

wade in: to become involved in a
situation, especially in a way that
annoys people & / can't just wade jn
there and start tefling her how she
should bring up her own children.
WADE THROUGH —

wade through sth: to spend a lot of
time reading or dealing with
something that seems very long and
baring » You have to wade through
pages and pages of advertisements
before you can find anything
interesting to read

WAFFLE

WAFFLE ON

walfle on: to talk or write using a lot
of words, without saying anything
important »  asked for a pay rise, but
e just Waffled on withaut giving me @
straight answer. + about » What's he
waffling on about now?

WAIT

WAIT AROUND, @IS0 WAIT ABOUT
walt around / about: to stay in the
same place and do nothing while you
are waiting for something to happen,
someone lo arrive etc » We had to
wait around for hours af rhe airport
while they got the plane ready. » Sorry
to keep you waiting around. 1'll be
back in a minute.

WAIT BEHIND

walt behind: to stay somewhere alter
the other people have left » fonathan
asked her to wait behind after the
meeting.

WAIT (1 —

walt in: to stay at home and wait for

I WAITON —
i 1waiton: to

| someane
o everything
i they want or

: someone
C e e
i princess was

WADE » WAIT

someone to arrive » They said they'd

i deliver the computer yesterday. |

waited in aif day but no one came.

bring

need, or do
everything for

accustomed

to being waited on by a team of maids
and servanis. wait on sb hand and
foot (=bring someone everything they

: want) » My last boyfriend expected to

be walted on hand and foot.

2 wait on sb: to serve food and drink
to someone; especially in a restaurant
v Tommy was waiting on @ group of

I noisy teenagers,
i 3 wait on sb: to sell goods to someane

in a shop » For five years he waited on
customers i the famity grocery store.
4 wait on sth: to wait for a result er
decision, especially before deciding

: what to do next » We're still waiting
: on the results of the blood test.

WAIT QUT =
wait out sth, walt sth out: to wait until
something unpleasant has finished

: » Jim and Huck waited out the storm
| ina cave oA fackson’s island.

WAIT UP —
1 wait up: to wait and not go to bed

! until someone comes back home » We

waited up all night, but she didn’t

: appear till the following day. + for
i » Don't wait up for me. I'l probably be

fate,
2 wait up!: used in order to tell

: sameane to 5top because you want (g

talk to them or ga somewhere with



WAKE » WALK

them b “Wait upi” Howard colled to
his sister. “Can { come too?™

WAIT UPON —

1 wait upon sb: to bring someone
everything they want or need » While
we were guests, the Emperor’s
servants waited upon us, and obeyed
our slightest wish.

2 wait upon sth: to wait for a result or
decision, especially before deciding
what to do next & Congress must wait
upon the decision of the Supreme
Court before taking any further action.

WAKE

WAKE UP +

1 wake up: to stop sleeping » / woke
up at six o'clock this morning. w She
woke up to find that he had gore.

2 wake up

sh, wake sb up:
to make
someone StDp
sleeping, ar
make someone
feel less sleepy
¥ Can you wake
me up at 7.307% He was woken up by
the sound of traffic outside his window.
3 wake up: to start to listen or pay
attention to something » Wake up!
You almost hit that car!

WAKE UP TQ —

wake up to sth: to start to realize that
something is important and pay
attention to it » Employers are finally
woking ug to the fact that it's ectually
more productive to let people work
fram home.

WALK

WALK ALL OVER

walk all over sh: to treat someone
badly, especially by always making
them do what you want them to do
» You need to be quite firm with kids
or they'll wailk alf over you.
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WAL AWAY —

1 walk away: to leave a bad situation
and not stay and try to make it better
» She can't just walk away after 15
years of morriage. + from » It's easy
for you — you can just walk away

from all this, | actually hove to live
here,

2 walk away: to leave after an
accident without having any serious
Injuries & Amazingly, bath drivers
walked away with only minor injuries,
WALK AWAY WITH —

walk away with sth: to easily win a
prize or competition » Most people
thought last year’s winner would waolk
hway with the championship.

WALK INTQ —

1 walk into sth: to get a job very easily
» People think that if you've been to
Oxford University you con just walk
into any job you want.

2 walk inte sth; (o become involved in
an unpleasant or dangerous situation

- without intending to » Without

realising it, they had walked inte o
fight between two rival drug gongs.
WALK OFF »

: walk off, walk off sth: (o walk away
: and leave a person or place, especlally

in a way that shows you are annoyed
» She tumed and walked off without
saying goodbye, » He walked off the
court in protest at the umpire's
decision.

WALK OFF WITH —

1 walk off with sth: Lo win something
easily, for example a prize o
competition » Our cricket team walked
off with the championship.

2 walk off with sth: to steal something
or take something from someone
without asking their permission

» Someone’s just walked off with my
drink,
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WALK OUT —
1 walk out: to leave a performance or
meeting before the end, because you
do not like it or because you feel
annoyed about something » Several
people walked out halfway through
the film because they thought it was
too violent. + of » He walked out of
tatks with the club manager after an
argument over money.
2 walk out: to stop working in order to
protest about something = Twenty
staff walked out yesterday when a
cofleague was fired.
walk-out n when a group of workers
stop working in order to protest
about something » Car workers
staged an unofficial walk-out in
protest at the company’s 2% pay
offer.
3 walk out: to leave your wife,
boyfriend ete suddenly and end
your relationship with them » His
wife waiked out after 20 years of
marrfage.
WALK OUT ON —
1 walk out on sb: ta leave your wife,
boyfriend ete suddenly and end your
relationship with them » Dorothy’s
first husband walked out on her,
leaving her with three children.
2 walk out on sb/sth: to not do
something that you have agreed with
someone to do - You're not going to
walk out an the deal, ore you?» We'd
be completely stuck if she decided to
walk out on s now.
WALK THROUGH —
walk sh through sth: to explain
something to someane slowly and
carefully so that they understand it
completely » The software hos o
beginner's tutorial thet will walk you
through the basic techniques and
pracesses,

WALL » WALTZ

WALL
WALL IN -+
1 wall in sth, wall sth in: to surround

. an area with a wall » Part of the

garden had been walled in to make a
sheitered spot.

2 wall in sth/ sb, wall sthy sb in: to
surround an area or person » The grey
tower blocks walled in the spoce
completely.

WALL OFF —

1 wall off sth, wall sth off: to separate
an area from another area with a wall
» The garden was walled off to protect

i it from the wind.

2 wall off sbf sth, wall sb/ sth off: to
kesp someane or something completely
separate from other people, things,
countries etc v I had clearly been Dad's
intention to wall off his past entirely.
WALL UP —

wall up sth, wall sth up: to fill an

: entrance, window etc with bricks,

stane etc so that it is completely
blocked » The omly doorway had been
walled up long ago. » Two of the
windows were walled up, and there
was very fittie naturaf light.

© WALLOW

WALLOW IN —

¢ 1 wallow in self-pity/ misery etc: to

seem to enjoy feelings of great self-

I pity, unhappiness etc » 1'd feel more

sympathy far her if she'd stop
wallawing in her awn self-pity.

2 wallow In luxury etc: to enjoy being
¢ in a place that is very comfortable and
: expensive » | was sheftered from the
i more unpleasant aspects of city life,

wallowing in the huxury of the Savoy
Hotel.

. WALTZ
 WALTZ OFF WITH —
: waltz off with sth: to Lake something



WANDER » WARM

without the owner's permission

» While they were af the airport
someone had waltzed off with thefr
guitars.

WALTZ THROUGH —

waltz through sth: to succeed in doing
something very easily, especially
passing a test, course etc » The first
women Royal Marines recruits have
waltzed through their military training.

WANDER

WANDER OFF

wander off: to leave the place where
you are supposed to be, or the person
you are with, without saying where
YOU are going » Sometimes he just
wanders off for days on end and we
have no idea where he is.

WANT

WANT FOR

not want for anything also want for
aothing: to have everything that you
need v { have worked fong and hard
to make sure that my children want for
Aothing. not want for money/ faod etc
s The girl wor't wont for money - her
wealthy uncle will see to that.

WANT OUT —

1 want out: to want o stop being
involved in something you are already
involved in » Three months after Josh
Joined the gang, he wanted out. + of
» Browrt says he wants out of the
Bosten team.

2 want out: to wart to leave a place

» Excuse me, | want out, please. + of
® | want out of ths bar - it's way tao
crowded in here!

WARD

WARD OFF

ward off sth, ward sth off: to prevent
somelhing from harming yau, or
prevent a disease from affecting you
» The masks are used to ward off evit
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spirits. » He takes aspirin daily to
ward off heart disease.

WARM

WARM TO, @ISO WARM UP TO —

1 warm to sth, warm up to sth: to

become more interested in something,
be more willling to do something, be
more attracted te something etc

b Mark soon warmed to the lask and

: continued with renewed confidence.

® Voters are starting to warm up to
the idec.

2 warm to sbh, warm up to sb: to start
to like someone b [ was nervous aboul
meeting his kids at first, but { warmed
to them immediately.

WARM THROUGH ~»

warm sth through: to heat food gently
until it is warm w Stir for 5 minutes umii
the vegetables are warmed through.
WARM UP

1'warm up, warm up sbfsth, warm

sb/ sth up: to become warmer, or
make samething or someone warmer
w In spting the weather scon starts to
warm up. ¥ | {ried running down the

: road to warn myself up.

: z warm up sth, warm sth up, warm up:
_ to heat food, especially food that has
: already been cooked, so that it is hot

enough to eat, ar to become hat
enough to eat i She put the lasagne
in the oven to warm it up. » Do you
want me to warm up some soup for
you?

3 warm up:

1o do gentle
physical exercises
to prepare your
body just before
playing a sport,
dancing etc » The
athletes are
warming up for the
race.
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warm-up n when you do gentle
physical exercises to prepare your
body just before playing a sport,
dancing etc » The players were
doing some stretching exercises as @
warm-up.
4 warm up, warm up sth, warm sth up:
if an engine, computer, machine etc
Warms up, or you warm it up, it starts
to be ready to wark properly » He
waited for the photocapier to warm
up.
5 warm up, warm up sth, warm sth up:
to practise something for a short lime
before a performance » The band had
very little time to worm up before they
went on stage.
warm-up N when musicians, singers,
or performers practise just before a
performance » After @ quick warm-
up the guys were ready to go on
Stage.
& warm up: if a situation or an event
such as a party warms up, it becomes
more exciting, enjoyable, etc » After
midnight, things started to warm up
and the party really got going.
WARM UP TO 568 WARM TO

WARN

WARN AGAINST -

warn against sth, warn sb against sth:
to tell someone that they should not
do something because it may be
dangerous or cause something bad to
happen » Her financial adviser warned
her against such a risky investment.
warn (sb) against doing sth

» Pregnant women have beer warned
against using the drug.

WARN OFF —

1 warn off sb, warn sb off: to tell
people that they should not go near
something, especially because it may
be dangerous » The army had put up
signs warning people off. » Some

WARN » WASH

animals mark their territory (o warn off
rivals.

2 warn sb off, warn sb off sth, warn
off sb: to tell someone that they
should not do something because it
may be dangergus or harmful » The
actor has been warned off alcohot
after a health scare. warn sb off doing
sth b Doctors should have warned

i people off using the drug much earier,

WASH
WASH AWAY

- wash away sth, wash sth away: if

water washes something away, it

i carries it away, usually with a lot of
i force » The water rushed down the
: norrow Streets, washing away cars like

matchsticks.

WASH DOWN >
1 wash down sth, wash sth down: to

= clean all of the surface of sumething,
i for example a car or a wall, using
¢ water » He washed the car down,

dried it, and then waxed it.

2 wash sth down, wash down sth; to
drink something with or after food, or
with medicine to help you swallow it

w They ate pasta, washed down with
several bottles of cheap italian wine,
WASH OFF —

a. wash off sth, wash sth off, wash sth
off sth: to remove dirt or ather
unwanted substances from the surface

of something using water » Your
. honds are covered in oil - you'd better

go upstairs and wash it off.
b. wash off: if something such as dirt

¢ oramark on the surface of something
< washes off, it is removed by washing

i » Don't worry ebout the stain. (£

i eosily wash off.

WASH OUT —

1 wash out sth, wash sth out: to
quickly wash the inside of a cup or a
container in arder to clean it » Hoanah



WASTE » WATCH

washed out the vases and filled them
with fresh flowers,
2 wash out, wash out sth, wash sth
out: If something such as dirt or a
mark washes out or if you wash it out,
itis removed by washing » Emulsion
paint can easily be washed out.
3 be washed out: if 3 game or other
event is washed out, it cannot take
place because of rain » England’s first
match against Australia was washed
out,
washout v when a game or other
event cannot take place or continue
because of rain» The first day at
Wimbledon was a washout.
4 be washed out: to be very tired and
have no energy » You'd better sit
down and have a rest. You look
washed out.
WASH OVER —

1 wash over sb: if a feeling washes
over you, you suddenly feel it very
strongly » A sudden wave of anger
washed over her.

2 let sth wash over you: if you let
something wash over you, you relax
and enjoy it » She lay back and closed
her eyes, letting the music wash over
her.

WASH UP —

1 wash up,

wash up sth,

wash sthup: to

wash plates,
dishes, knives
elg, especially
after a meal

» Since you mode

tunch, I'lt wash up. » Ruth was helping

behind the bor, washing up the glosses.
washing-up n if you do the washing-
up, you wash plates, dishes, knives
ete, especially after a meal » Susan
was in the kitehen doing the
washing-up.
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2 wash up: to wash your hands,
especially before eating b Go wash up,

© boys. 1t’s aimost dipner time.
: 3 wash up sth, wash sth up, wash up:

if the sea washes something up, it
carries it o the shore and leaves it
there » Her body was found washed
up on a Meroccan beach.

4 be washed up: if someone is
washed up, they are no longer
successful in their life or their job

i » The furmer star said ke knew he was

washed up when no one seemed to

i recagnize him enymore.

WASTE
WASTE AWAY —

: 1 waste away: lo become very thin
: and weak » By tis time she couldn't

stand or walk. She was wasting away.
» i'm only allowed one meal a doy on
this diet. I'm wasting away!

2 waste away: to feel very bored and
unhappy because your skills and
abilities are not being used » One
unemployed man said “1t's not just the
money. Work gives you somathing to

i do. f feel I'm just wasting away.™

- 3 waste away: to gradually become

- smaller or weaker and disappear b if
i you don't use your muscles, they

i begin fo waste oway.

WATCH

WATCH FOR —

| watch for sth: to pay attention in order
i to notice something if or when it

happens b The police hid in the
bushes, watching for drug smugglers
trying to cross the border.

WATCH QUT -+

i watch out: to be careful and pay

attention because something bad may
happen » “Watch out!” whispered

i Daniel, as their teacher appeared at
i the door,
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WATCH OUT FOR —

1 watch out for sth/ sb: to be careful te
notice something or someone because
they could be dangerous, could cause
problems etc » Watch out for thieves
when you're travelling on the
underground.

2 walch out for sth: to be careful to
notice something because it may be
interesting, exciting, or useful » Watch
out for the band’s new record, which is
climbing up the UK charts.

WATCH OVER —

1 watch over sb/ sth: to guard or take
care of someone or something » The
two policemen took it fia turns ta
watch over him.

2 watch over sh/ sth: to watch and
make sure that someone behaves
properly or something happens in the
correct way » Joday there was no boss
to watch over film, and he could do
what he liked.

WATER

WATER DOWN —

1 water down sth, water sth down: to
change a plan, system, statement etc
so that it is much less effective or
powerful » The proposed reforms were
watered down by the next parifament.
2 water down sth, water sth down: to
add water to alcoholic drinks and
make them weaker » The bar staff
aren't very friendly, ond 'm sure they
water down the beer.

WAVE

WAVE ASIDE —

wave aside sth, wave sth aside: to
refuse to accept what someone says,
especially because you do not think it
is important » The judge waved aif
their objections aside and sentenced
them to three months in jail.

WAVE DOWN —

wave down sth/ sb, wave sthsb

WATER » WEAR

down: to make a vehicle stop by

i waving your arms at the driver » He
¢ roised his hand to wave the driver

dow.
WAVE OFF —

: wave sb off, wave off sb: to wave

goodbye to someone as they leave

i » We all went down to the ofrport to

wave her off.
WAVE ON —

i wave sb on, wave on sb: 1o wave your

hands to tell someone to continue
moving forwards » The gudrd looked
at his papers, then waved him an.

» Palice were waving the other drivers

ion

i WAVE THROUGH —

i wave sh through, wave through sb: to
: wave your hands to tell someone that

they can go through or enter a place
» The customs officer at the airport
waved them straight through.

: WEAN

WEAN OFF —

wean sb off sth: to make someone
stop using something that is harmful,
by gradually reducing the amount that
they can have » Dr Rossdale said he
tried to wean her off the sleeping
toblets. » It is extremely difficult to
wean a child off junk-food.

BE WEANED ON —

be weaned on sth: to be strongly
influenced by something because you
experience it regularly when you are
young ¥ o generation weaned on TV
and computer games

WEAR

WEAR AWAY »

i wear sth away, wear away sth, wear

away: if samething wears away or is
waorn away, it becomes thinner and
gradually disappears because it has
been used a lot or rubbed a lot» The
mauntain path has been worm away by
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tourists over the years, » The paint ont
the doors and windows has gradually
worn away.

WEAR DOWN

1 wear sh down, wear down sb: o
gradually make someone feel tired
and less able or less determined to do
something & Being constantly
criticized really wears you down.

2 wear down sth, wear sth down, wear
down: if something [s worn down, or
wears down, it becomes thinner and
smaother because something has
been rubbing against it » Both my
shoes have woin down ot the heel.

+ to » He was driving on a tyre that
was worn right down to the bare
canvas,

WEAR IN —

wear in sth, wear sth In: lo wear new
boots or shoes for short periods of time
until they hecome more comfortable

w 'l not going on any long walks Gl
I've worn in my new boots.

WEAR OFF —

wear off. if a feeling or the effect of
something wears off, it gradually
becomes weaker and disappears

» The effects of the onaesthetic were
starting to weor off. the novelty wears
off (=you stop feeling excited about
something because It is no longer
new) » Would she become bored with
married fife once the novelty wore off?
WEAR ON —

wear on: if a period of time wears on,
it seems ta pass very slowly » The
night wore on, and still there was no
sign of him.
WEAR OUT —
1 wear out
sth, wear sth
out, wear out:
if you wear
out clothes,
materials,
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equipment etc, or if they wear out,

i they gradually become weak or
- damaged by being used a lot » After

oy a month Terry had worn out the
sales of his shoes. » When the motor
wears owl, it fs easy to replace.
wom-out 0] worn-out things have
been used so much that they have
become weak or damaged ¥ the cos!
of replacing worn-out equipment
2 wear sh out, wear out sb: to make
someone feel extremely tired » Long
hours of warking in the hotel Kitchen
had worn her ouwt. wear yourself out

» You must take & break sometimes -

you'll wear yourself out.
worn out extremely tired » Come in
and sit down. You look absolutely
warn out.
WEAR THROUGH —
wear through, wear through sth, wear
sth through: if a piece of material
wears (hrough, oris worn through, a
hole is gradually made in it » The

| soles of her boots were completely

wor through, + ta » In one place the
carpeting had worn right through to
the floorboards.

| WEASEL

WEASEL OUT —
weasel out: to not do something that

: you had agreed to or should do » Don't

try ta weasel out and soy you don’t

© remember the deal. + of » Fife is trying

ta weose! out of £25 million in detits,

WED

BE WEDDED TO +

: be wedded to sth: to believe strongly

that a particular idea or way of doing

¢ something is right » The church
remains firmly wedded to traditional

moral values.

WEDGE
BE WEDGED IN *
be wedged In: to be firmly stuck ina
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small space » The injured driver was
wedged fn behind the steering-wheel,

WEED

WEED QUT *

weed out sb/ sth, weed sb/ sth out: to
get rid of unsuitable or unwanted
people or things from a group » 4
committee was established to weed
out corrupt party officials. » First we
need to weed out any data that is 1o
longer valid.

WEIGH

WEIGH AGAINST —+

weigh sth against sth: to consider
carefully whether ane thing is more
important or hetfer than another,
before making a decision = The
potential benefits af nuclear power
must be weighed against the risks.
WEIGH DOWN

1 weigh sb down, weigh down sh: if
you are weighed down with something
YyOu are carrying, you cannot move
easily because it is very heavy. be
weighed down with » Sue and Brian
staggered home, weighed down with
shopping bags.

2 weigh sb down, weigh down sb: il
ighed down by problems,
ies elg, they make you
feel very worried or unhappy » the
terrible feeling of hopelessness that
kad beer weighing her down ever
sfnce Howard died

3 weigh down sth, weigh sth down: to
prevent something from growing and
being successful & a banking ciisis
that was weighing dowrn the whole
economy

WEIGH IN —

1 weigh in: to add your own opinions,
advice, suggestions efc lo a
discussion. + with » Everyone
weighed fn with their own suggestions
of wha should captain the team.

WEED » WEIGH

2 weigh in: to provide support in order
to help make something successful.

i +with» The striker weighed in with

twa fine goals to secure victory for
Rovers.
WEIGH INTO —

i 1weigh into sb: to criticize someone

very strongly » The senator's critics
wefghed /nta him with aliegations

about his business interests,

2 weigh inta sth: to start to take part
in a discussion or argument by

: expressing your opinion very strongly
» Churchillf weighed into the debate

with a speech thot silenced all

opposition.
I WEIGH DN —

1 weigh on sth: to have the effect of
reducing prices, profits, values etc

i » forecasts for warmer weather

weighed on heating ofl and gas prices.

: 2 weigh on sth: to have the effect of

making something less successful or
less effective » jack is so dedicated to
his job that it's weighing on his

¢ marriage.

WEIGH ON, al50 WEIGH UPON
weigh on/ upan sh: to make sameone
feel very worried » The question of her
children’s future constantly weighed
on her. weigh on sb’s mind » Lisg's
very quiet — I'm sure there's sometfing
weighing an her mind.

WEIGH OUT —»

i weigh out sth, weigh sth out: to weigh

an exact amount of something - {
waiched as he weighed out 200 grams
of coffee beans,

WEIGH UP —

1 weigh up

sth, weigh ﬂ_
sth up: to

compare the \RJ"
advantages
and disadvan-
tages of a

l‘xy
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situation, so that you can make a
decision » After carefully weighing up
the costs and benefits of using solar
energy, the committee gave its
approval.

2 weigh sb up, welgh up sb: to pay
attention to and think about someone
carefully in order to form an opinion
abaut them » { think we spent g little
time weighing each other up before
we became friends.

WEIGH UPON S€€ WEIGH ON

WELCH

WELCH ON, /S0 WELSH ON —
welch on sth/ sh: 1o not do something
that you have promised to do ¥ Clients
are accusing them of welching on
deals they had agreed on the
telephone.

WELL

WELL UP —

1 well up: if tears well up in your eyes,
they come into your eyes b He turmed
away so that Anne would not see the
tears that were welling up in his eyes,
2 well up: to suddenly feel an emotion
more strongly » Anger welled up
inside him.

3 well up: Ifliguid wells up, it rises to
the sutface with sudden force » Pools
of crude oif welled up from the ground.

WELSH
WELSH ON S€€ WELCH OH

WHALE

WHALE ON —

whale on sb: to hit someone many
times or criticize them strongly

» Darven threw his sister to the ground
and began whaling on her.

VWHEEL

WHEEL AROUND, also WHEEL
ROUND —+

wheel around/ round: to turn around
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suddenly, especially because you are
angry or surprised » Hearing a voice
behind him, Heary wheeled around.
WHEEL QUT —+

1 wheel aut sth/sb, wheel sth/sb out;

: to use someone or something to

support your opinion or in order to
persuade peaple that you are right » 4
number of scientific experts were
wheeled out to support the
government’s assurances about safety.
2 wheel out sth/ sh, wheel sthsb sut:

b teuse the same things of people that

you have often used before, In a way
that is boring » Christmtas television is
50 tedious - they wheel out the same
old films year after year.

© WHEEL ROUND See WHEEL AROUND
: WHILE

WHILE AWAY —

while away sth, while sth away: if you
while away a period of time, you
spend it in a pleasantly relaxing way

1w We whiled away the long afternoon

over a game of cards,

CWHIP

: WHIP INTO —

whip sb into a frenzy/ fury: to make
people feel very excited or angry

: about something, especially by talking

to them » g speaker who had the
power to'whip his qudience into sheer

| fury

WHIP OUT

| whip out sth, whip sth out: te quickly

bring something out from your pocket,
bag etc » On a sudden impulse, |
whipped out my cheque book and
wrote aut ¢ donatien of fsoo.

WHIP THROUGH —

i whip through sth: to do a piece of

work or read something very quickly

i w Lowise managed to whip through
o the rest of her routine papenyork
: before lunch.
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WHIP UP —

whip up sthf sb, whip sth/ sb up: to
make a lot of people feel interested,
excited, or angry about something » @
propaganda compoign designed to
whip up support for the war effort

» They were accused of trying to whip
up anti-American feeling.

WHISK

WHISK AWAY, also WHISK OFF *
whisk sh away/ off, whisk away/ off
sh: to take someone quickly away
from a place » immediately after the
show, the new Miss America was
whisked away in a limousine.

WHISTLE

WHISTLE BY, 0/50 WHISTLE PAST —
whistle by/ past sthf sb, whistle by/
past: to move very quickly past some-
thing or someone and often very close
to them » A buller whistled past s ear,
WHISTLE FOR —

he/ she can whistle for sth: used to
say that someone cannot have some-
thing because you are not going to
give it to them b If he's coming here lo
ask me for maney, he can whistle for it,
WHISTLE PAST 5€2 WHISTLE BY
WHISTLE UP —

whistle up sthf sb: to arrange for
something or someone to appear
quickly » The government seems to be
able to whistie up ¢ crowd of
demonsirators a @ moment’s natice.

WHITTLE

WHITTLE AWAY (AT)

whittle away sth, whittle sth away,
whittle away at: to gradually reduce
the amount, value, or eflectiveness of
something » The power of the
monarchy was gradually whittled away
by successive porliaments.

WHITTLE DOWN —

whittle down sth, whittle sth down: to

WHISK » WIN

¢ gradually reduce the size of a number,
I amount, of graup by taking parts away

» The original list of 25 competitors
has been whittled down ta six finalists,

WHOOP

WHOOP UP

H ‘whoop it up: to enjoy yoursell by

having a lot of naisy fun with other
people » We spent the whole summer
whooping it up at the nightclubs on
Corfu.

L wiG

WIG OUT —

: wig out, wig sb out: to be very

anxious, upset, or frightened, or to
make someone feel like this » The

thought of seeing Mick again really
wigs me out.

L WIMP
I OWIMP OUT +

wimp out: to decide not to do

¢ something that you had intended to
i do, because you are too frightened to

do it » He said he'd give a speech at
the wedding, but then he wimped out

i at the lgst minute.

- WIN

i WIN AROUND 5€€ WIN ROUND
i WIN BACK —

win back sth/ sh, win sth/ sh back: to

: succeed in getting back something or

someone that you had in the past

» The girl's mother went to the

European Court in an attempt to win
back her child.
WIN OUT —

i 1win out; to succeed or defeat others

after a long struggle or debate » in the
end, the environmentalists vion out

i and the nuclear plant was not built.
i 2 win out: to be stronger than another

feeling or quality » in the end, my

* curiasity won aut and { had ta read the
i letter.



WIND

WIN OVER —
win aver sb, win sh over: to persuade
someone to suppart you, or 10 get
them to like you = We'll be working
hard over the next ten days to win
aver the undecided voters. » The jury
were obviously completely won over
by her performance in the witness box.
WIN ROUND, 2/S6 WIN AROUND —
win sb round/ around, win round/
around sb: to persuade someone to
agree with you or do what you want
» After a long debate, he finally
succeeded in winning Harris round to
his own way of thinking.

WIN THROUGH —

win through: to finally succeed in
achieving something or dealing with a
difficult situation » We are confident
that we will win through in the end
and get what we want.

WIND
WIND BACK —

wind sth back, wind back sth: to make :
i song.

P OWIND UP
© 1 wind sth up, wind up sth, wind up:

a tape upon which something is
recorded move backwards quickly

» Could you wind back the videa to
the beginning?

WIND DOWN *

1 wind down, wind down sth, wind sth
down: if a company or organization
winds down, or is wound down, it
gradually does less and less work,
produces less etc before it is closed
completely » The original mill is
winding down after over o hundred
vears in textite production.

2 wind down, wind down sth, wind sth

doing winds down, or if someone
winds it down, they gradually do less
of it before stopping completely

» Keller said he would be winding
down hs fnvolvement in sport i the
summer. » The footbal! season is
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winding down now, with only three
weeks to go.

. 3 wind down: Lo gradually relax after
© you have been working or after you

have been worried » Have a drink -
you look as if you rreed to wind down.

. m After o tough day it's great to wind

down in frant of the TV,

g wind down sth, wind sth down: to

open a car window by making the
glass move down & Shie wound dowit
her window and colled to me ocross
the street.

WIND FORWARD —

wind sth forward, wind forward sth: 1o
make a tape upon which something is
recarded move forward quickly &/
wound the tape forward untit ! focnd
the song } wanted to hear,

. WIND ON —
: wind sth on, wind en sth: to make a

tape upon which something is
recorded move forward to a later point
» | wound the tape on to the next

)

fo end, or 1o end something » Palmer
wound up the debate with an
extremely clever and emusing speech,

i w With a bit of luck, the meeting

should wind up by about four ¢’clock.
2 wind sth up, wind up sth: to reduce
the activity of a business, organization
etc untilit closes completely » The
department is being wound up and its
staff laid off.

i 3 wind up: to gel into a particular

situation or place at the end of a long
series of events » That's enough for
one night or you'll wind up drunk, = if
the situation continues, some doclors
could wind up losing their jobs.

i 4 wind sb up, wind up sb: to

deliberately say or do something that
you know will annoy or worry
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someone » Don't pay any altention to
him! He's just winding you up!

5 be wound up: to feel tense and
anxious and unable to relax. + about
» Sarah's very wound up about her
interview next week.

6 wind sth up, wind up sth: to make a
clock, watch, or machine work, by
turning a handle or key » 1t's @ lavely
oid watch, but you have to rermember
to wind it up every day.

7 wind sth up, wind up sth: to close a
car window by making the glass move
upwards ¥ Tell me if you're cold in the
back and Ml wind up the window.

WINKLE

WINKLE OUT —

winkle out sth, winkle sth out: to
succeed in getting something from
someaone that they do not want to give
you, especially information, + of & Mrs
Fulton finally monaged to winkle the
truth out of him.

WIPE

WIPE DOWN —

wipe down sth, wipe sth down: to
clean the surface of a table, wall, shell
efc using a wet cloth = Polly wiped
down the cooker and the work
surfaces.

WIPE OFF —

wipe sth off, wipe off sth, wipe sth off
sth: to reduce the price or value of
something by a particular amount

» The recession wiped 62% off the
company’s pre-tax profits.

WIPE QUT —

1 wipe out sth, wipe sth out: to
destroy or get rid of something
completely = Whole villages were
wiped out and towns abandoned.

» We're going to use the money fo
wipe out alf our debits and start again,
2 wipe out sb, wipe sb out: 1o defeat

WINKLE » WISE

sameone easily in a competition,
election etc » The porty was
completely wiped out at the last
general election.

3 wipe sth out, wipe out sth: to clean
the inside of something, using a wet
cloth » [ emptied all the drawers and
wiped them out with a cloth.

4 be wiped out: to be extremely tired
» By the end of the week ! was
completely wiped out.

WIPE UP —

1 wipe up sth, wipe sth up: to remove
liquid or dirt from a surface using a

¢ ¢cloth » Someone's got to wipe up this
: mess!

2 wipe up, wipe up sth, wipe sth up:
1o dry plates, glasses etc that have
been washed, using a cloth » 14l take
me hours to wipe up all these glasses!
WIRE

BE WIRED IN, 0fSO BE WIRED

INTO —

be wired in sth/ be wired into sth: to
be very involved in and know a lot

¢ about a particular subject, job etc
i = Albers was wired jnto the art world

both at home and in the United 5tates.
WIRE UP —
wire sthy sb up,
wira up sth/sh:
to connect
something or
someone to a
piece of
electrical
equipment by
using wires.

i +tob The house is wired up to a very
I expensive alarm system. » | spent the

whole day in hospital, wired up to
various machines for tests.

WISE

WISE UP —

wise up: to understand something



WISH » WORK

better or realize the truth about
something, ar to make someone do
this » You'd better wise up, Mattfe,
and Iisten to what they're saying. wise
sb up to sthw If he doesn’t know
what's wrong with their morriage,
someone had better wise him up to it

WISH

WISH AWAY —

wish sth away, wish away sth: to hope
that a problem will disappear easily
without you having to do anything
about it & Poverty is a serfous problem
in our society, and you can’t just wish
it away.

WISH FOR —+

1 wish for sth: to want something very
much and hope that you will get it

» There was no escape now - the only
thing they could do was wish for o
miracle. » As a child, Jenna had
everything she couwld possibly wish for.
2 couldn't wish for more/ better etc:
used to emphasize that something or
someone is as good, nice etc as they
could possibly be » “Everyone has
been s0 good to me,” john said.
coutdn't wish for better friends.”
WISH ON, Uis0 WISH UPON —
wouldn't wish sth on anyone also
wouldn’t wish sth on your worst
enemy: used to emphasize that a
situation is extremely bad or
unpleasant, and you would not want it
to happen even to someone you
dislike » You don't know what it's like
to watch your brother die; | wouldn't
wish j{ on anyone.

WITHER

WITHER AWAY —

1 wither away: to gradually become
weaker and finally stop existing »fn
the end most protest movements lose
stppart and wither away.

2 wither away: if plants wither away,

: wolf down
: sth, wolf sth
: down: to eat
: food very

: quickly,

: especially
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i they become dry and start to die
i w I got back from holiday to find that
ol my plants had withered away.

: WITTER
i WITTER —
: wiiter en: to keep talking for a long

time in a boring way, about
unimportant things m { tried to smile
and nod pofitely as he wittered on.

i +about » We hod to sit and listen to

him wittering on about his fove Nfe all

 evening.

WOLF
WOLF
DOWN —

because you

i are very hungry » When dinner finally
: came, we wolfed it dowr in five

minutes

WONDER

WONDER AT -+

: wander at sth: to feel very surprised

by something because it is 50 unusual,
special, or difficult to understand

i » Eileen wondered ot her sister’s

abjlity to know exactly what she was
thinking. w» | sometimes wonder at the

i stupfdity of these people.
i WORK

WORK AGAINST —
work agalnst sb/ sth: to make it

i harder for someane 1o achleve

something » In those days the

. company career structure tended to

wark against women.

! WORK AROUND, als0 WORK

ROUND —

work around/ round sth: to organize
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what you are doing 3o that you are
able to do it in spite of things that
might stop you » / agree that this is o
major problem, but we'li just have to
work around it.

WORK AROUND TO, 0/S0 WORK
ROUND TO —

work around, round to sth: to very
gradually prepare yourself or other
people for something that you are
going to say or do » It was a difffeult
subject to talk about with my boss,
and | knew that ! must work around to
it graduatly.

WORK AT —

work at sth: to try hard to improve or
achieve something & Budd always fod
a terrible temper, and reafly had to
work at self-control. work at it » if you
work at it, your reading will improve
over time. work at deing sth » This
year we've worked hard at expanding
the business.

WORK AWAY —

work away: to keep working hard for a
long time » Engineers and technicians
were working away in the contral
room. + at » | went round the back
and found Jake working away at a
table he was makfng.

WORK IN —

1 work sth In, work in sth: to rub a soft
substance into a surface until it
disappears completely & Using @
cloth, work the wax in well, and allow
it to dry.

2 work in sth, work sthin: to cleverly
include something in a speech or a
piece of writing » During the interview
he managed to work in a reference to
his new book.

WORK INTO —

1 work sth into sth: to add one
substance to another and mix them
together thoroughly & Gradually work
the remaining flour into the dough.

WORK

2 work sth into sth: to rub a soft
substance into a surface until it
disappears completely » Work the
cream gently into your skin.

3 work sth into sth: to cleverly include
something in a speach or a piece af
writing » He managed to work o few
jokes inta his tatk.

4 work yourself into a state/rage etc:
to become very upset or angry about
something » She’s worked herself into
a real state about her electricity bill.
WORK DFF —

1 work off sth, work sth off: to get rid
of an unpleasant feeling by daing
something that uses a lot of energy

» If | feel aggressive end frustrated at
the end of the day, ! go and work it off
in the gym.

2 work off sth, work sth off: to do
somethingthal uses energy after you
have eaten a lot, in order to stop
yourself getting fat or so that you feel
less full » Physical exercise is good for

: working off those extra calories.

3 work off sth, work sth off: to pay
back a debt by earning the money you
owe, or by working without pay for the
person wha lent you the money » {'m
not taking out another loan — it took
me years to work off the last ore,
WORK ON -

1 work on sth: to work in order to

i produce or achieve something » At the

time of her death she was working on

i anew novel. » Are you working on any
¢ films at the moment?

: 2 work on sth: to spend time Lrying to
: improve something in order for it to be
¢ successful » Chris is @ very strong

: player, but he still needs to work on

: pis technique.

3 work on sth: to spend time working
to repalr something » He spends most

: of his weekends working on his
© motorbike.



WORK

4 work on sb: to keep trying to
persuade or influence someane b fve
been working on my mum to let me
have a computer for ages now:

WORK OUT —

1 work out sth, werk sth out: to
caleulate the answer to a problem that
Involves numbers, amounts, prices etc
» Francis sat down to work out how
much of his salary he would have to
save each year.

2 work out sth, work sth out: to think
carefully about something in erder to
decide what you should do or how you
should do it Rod's spent overan
hour working aut the best route to
take. + what/ how etc » We know
what we're aiming at, but we stifl have
to work out how to put it into practice.
3a. work out sth, wark sth out: to
succeed in understanding something
by thinking carefully about it. + what/
how etc » There was obviously
something wrang, but ! couldn't work
out what it was,

b work so out: to understand
someone’s character or why they
behave as they do » Don fooked at he
puzzled. He was still irying to work this
@il out. can't work sb out » { can’t
wark Geoff out, one day he’s friendly
and the next he ignores me completely.
4 work out: if the cost of something
works out at a particular amount, that
is what it costs when you calculate the
figures. + at » At the end of the
evening, the mea! worked out ot £15
each. + 1o be » The total cost of
advertising works out to be about
£900 million anmualty.

5 work out: to be successful » The
marriage dide't work out, and we split
up after two yeqrs.

6 work out: if a situation warks out in
a particular way, it happens or
develops in that way. work out well/
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badly etc » Finoncially, things have
worked out very well for us. » The
situation seemed hopeless, but in the
end it all worked out fine.
7 work out: to do physical exercises in
order to make your body fit and strong
» {'ve started to work out in the gym
two or three times a week.
workout N a period of physical
exercise of lraining » A good
workout always reloxes me.

- B work itself out: if a problem or a

difficult situation works itself out, it
gradually becomes less and less
difficult until it stops existing » There
are always problems when you start

i something like this, but they usually

work themseives out in time.

WORK ROUND $S€€ WORK AROUND
WORK ROUND TO 528 WORK
AROQUND TO

WORK THROUGH

1 wark through sth, work sth thraugh
to deal with a problem by discussing it
in detall until you find a solution » We
have a good relationship, which

- should help us work through any

differences.

2 work through sth, work sih through:
to deal with strong feelings of anger,
sadness, guilt etc by talking or
thinking about them = Tom's fear of

: relationships had to be explored and

worked through.

: 3 work through, work through sth: if
- the result of something works

through, it gradually has an effect

: » The educational reforms will work

through the system slowiy, over

i several years.

WORK TOWARDS, al50 WORK

i TOWARD —+

i work towards/ toward sth: to try hard
i to achieve something that can only be
i achieved gradually » The two sides
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have been working toward an
agreement for several months,
WORK UP —

up a feeling such as courage, interest,
or sympathy, you try to make yourself
feel it, especially with difficulty » We'd
already lost one game, and couldn’t
work up any enthusiasm for another.
work up the courage/ energy to do sth
» I'm so tired | can't even work up the
energy to go to bed

2 work up an appetite/thirst: to make
yourself feel hungry or thirsty, for
example by taking some exercise » We
went for o brisk walk along the beach
to work up on appetite.

3 be warked up: to feel very angry,
excited, or upsel about something » Jitf
seented to be very worked up about
something. get worked up (about sth)
» Tim's always late, so there’s no point
n getting worked up obout it.

4 work sh up: to make someane feel
upset, worried, or excited. + into

» He knew exactly how to work his
audiefce up into a state of eager
excitenent. wark yourselfup » Stap
warking yourself up over nothing aad
tet’s have a drink.

5 work up: to gradually increase the
amount of samething that you do or
take regularly = in general with this
drug, it’s best to start with a low dose
and then work up. + 1o b Start with
terr minutes of exercises each day and
wark up fo half an hour.

WORK UP TO —

wark up to sth, work sh up te sth: to
gradually get ready to do something
that seems difficull » She suddenty
reafized that Titm was working up 1o a
proposal of marriage. work yourself up
to daing sth = They've been working
themselves up to asking for a pay rise,
but ! don't think they'll get it.

3 wrap
(yourself) up:

i IS iy out

WORM » WRAP

: WORM

i OWORMOUT »

¢ worm sth out of sb. to succeed in
1 work up sth, work sth up: If you work :

gelting information from someone

: although they do not want to give it
: » Nobody knows who his new

i girlfiiend is yet, but I'm going to try
* and worm it out of him.

| WRAP

WRAP IN —

i wrap sth/sb in sth: to fold paper, cloth

etc around something or someone

i » Wrap the meat in foil and cook it for
i an hour in a hot oven. » The baby had

beer left outside the police stalion,
wrapped in a blanket.

WRAP UP —

1 wrap sth up, wrap up sth: to fold a
piece of paper or cloth around some-
thing so that it is completely covered

i ® She gove me o box of chocolates,

beautifully wrapped up in silver paper.
2 wrap up sth, wrap sth up: to
complete a job, agreement, or an
activity in a successful way » They
hope to have the deal olf wrapped up
in a coupte of days.

to put on warm
clothes before
going outside
when it is cold

there tonight.
You'd better
wrap up.

4 be wrapped up in sth/ sb: to give so

much of your attention, thought etc to
something or someone that you have
no time for anything else b Nowadays
many peaple are too wrapped up in
wark and money to really enjoy life.

5 be wrapped up in sth: to be so
involved in something that you do not



WRESTLE » WRITE

notice what is happening around you
® He was so wrapped up in his book
that | had to repeat my question three
times.

WRESTLE

WRESTLE WITH

1 wrestle with sth: to try very hard to
deal with a difficult problem, and find
an answer to it b Mathematicians had
been wrestling with this problem for
centurtes,

2 wrestle with your conscience: to try
very hard to decide whether it is right
for you to do something » After
wresting with my conscience for same
days, | decided to tell her what her son
had done.

3 wrestle with sth: to have great
difficulty controlling or holding
something that is very large or heavy
» The airport was full of passengers,
all wrestling with their luggage.

WRIGGLE

WRIGGLE OUT OF —

wriggle out of sth: to avold doing
something that you should do, by
finding excuses for not daing it » You
promised you'd help me this evening,
so don't try to wriggle out of it mow!

WRING

WRING FROM, also WRING OUT

OF =

1 wring sth from/ out of sh: to get
information, money, an agreement etc
from someone, but anly with great
difficulty » Carla was determined to
wring every dallar she could out of her
ex-husband.

2 wring sth from/ out of sb: to
deliberately behave in a way that
causes a particular emotion in
someone else » Nigel felt ennoyed
with her for trying to wring sympathy
out of him in this way.
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. WRING

outT «
wring out

- sth, wring sth

out: to

remove the

liquid from a )
wet cloth or wet clothes, by twisting it
tightly with your hands » Alice picked
up her swimming costurme end wrung
it out over the sink.

WRING OUT OF 52€ WRING FROM

WRITE

WRITE AWAY

write away. Lo write a letter to a
company or an organization asking

07w

- them to send you something. + for
¢ » Pve just written away for their

: catalogue.

I WRITE BACK

: write back: to reply to a letter that

someone sent you, by writing a letter
to them » | wrote back immediately,
thanking them for their kind
invitation. + to w Ally sent him letters
every week, but he never ance wrole
back to her.

WRITE DOWN —

i write down sth, write sth down: to

write something on a piece of paper

i > This is the address - do you wani (6

write it down? | wrote down the

i numberon the back of an envelope.
S WRITE IN —

¢ awritein: to write a letter to an

i organization in order to give an

opinion, ask for information etc » A lof
of people have written in recently

- criticizing the programime.
i 2 write sb in, write In sb: to add
: someone's name to the official list on

the voting form, to show that you want

* to vote for them » The campaign to
i write in johnson for governor failed.
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WRITE IN, 0/50 WRITE INTQ
1 write In sb/ sth, write sb/ sth in,
write sth{sb into sth: to add a new
character or scene 1o a book, play, film
etc » When the book was made into a
fitm a lot was chonged and rew
scenes were writfar in
2 write in sth, write sth in, write sth
Into sth: to include or add something
in a contract, agreement ete » {f was
written inta s contract that he had to
make five records a year
WRITE OFF —
1 write off: to write a letter to a
company or an organization asking
them to send you something. + for
» P've written off for more details of
the offer
2 write off sh/ sth, write sb/ sth off: to
decide that soimeone or something is
not likely to be successful, or that they
are not very good or interesting » At
lﬂE time, EVEryone was Wﬂ[lﬂg the
team off. + as » After six months of
work, we eventually wrote the project
off as a nom-starter,
write-off n a complete failure or
something that is not worth doing,
considering etc » The whole idea
was a write-off from the start.
3 write off sth, write sth off: to crash a
vehicle and damage it so badly that it
is not worth repairing it » He’s never
let me drive his car since ! wrote off his
old ane last year.
write-off n if 3 vehicle is 2 write-off,
it has been so badly damaged in a
crash that it is not worth repairing it
» Doug's motar-bike was a complete
write-off and he felt lucky to be alive.
4 write off sth, write sth off: 10
officially say that a debt no longer has
to be paid, for example because it is
impassible to get the money back

WRITE

i » The inland Revenue wrote off fooo
o million in unpaid taxes last year. » The

Us government ogreed to write off
debts worth billions of dollars.
5 write off sth, write sth off: to make

i an official record of the amount of

money that you have spent in order to
reduce the amount of tax that you
have to pay. write off sth against tax

i » The costs of setiing up the business
: can be written off agafast tax.
i WRITE OUT -

1 write out sth, write sth out: Lo write
somathing on paper, especially in a

: very complete, detalled, or neat way
: » Tha children were asked to choose o

poem and write it out in their best
handwriting,
2 write out a cheque/ bill etc: to write

: the necessary information on a

cheque, bill etc b We waited while the

: girl at the desk wrote out our bifl.
i 3 write sb out, write out sb: to remove

a character from a play or a television
or radio series, by making him or her
leave or die in the story. + of » Jf was
revealed tast week that fody is befng
written ouf of the series

WRITEUP *

1 write up sth, write sth up: to write a
repart, article etc in its final form
took notes during the meeting, but |
haven't had a chance to write them up
yet,

2 write sth up, write up sth: to write
samething on a wall, board etc where
people can see it & The teacher
repeated the word, and wrole it up on
the board

3 write sb up, write up sb: if someone
in authority writes you up, they make
an official report about your bad
behaviour & My supervisor wrote me
up for being late three days in a row.



XX

A
% OuT —
% out sth, x sth put: to write an X on
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: something to show that it is a mistake
i orshould not be included in a piece of

writing » Somecne had xed ovt my

i ngme from the tist,
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Yy .

YEARN

YEARN FOR “+

yearn for sth: 10 have a very strong
desire for something » The people
yearned for peace and g chance to
rebuild thair shattered lives.

YELL

YELLQUT +

yell out sth, yell sth out: to shout
something very loudly, especially
because you are very excited, angry, or
frightened » If you know the onswer o
the question, don't just yell it out, wait
until you're asked.

YIELD

YIELD TO —

1 yield to sth/ sb: to agree to do
spmething that someone is trying to

YEARN » Y|ELD

make you do, even though you do not
want 1o There is no question of pur
party yielding to terrorists, yield to
pressure (to do sth) » The Prime
Minister criticized the strikers, and
safd that the government would not
vield to pressure. yield to demands
» There is little sign that the US witl
vield to the demands of the
protestorns.

2 yleld to sth: ta finally do something
that you have been trying not 10 da
» “Are you marnied” she sked,
yielding to her cutiosity yleld to
templation » Dexter yieldaa to
temptation, end Nt o cigarette.

YIELD UP —

yleld up sth, yleld sth up: to show or
produce something that was hidden,
unknowen, or difficult to find » Mew
research Infe the functioning of the

i meman bratn has yielded up some

surprising discoveries.



ZEROQ » Z00OM

L7

ZERO

ZERO INON —

1 zera In on sth: to quickly direct all
your attention towards something

» He immediately zeroed in on the
weakest part of her argument,

2 zero in on sth{sh: 1o move quickly
and directly towards something in
order to attack it » missiles capable of
zeroing in or o target thousands of
miles away

ZIP
ZIPUP —
1 zip up sth,
zip sth up: to
fasten a piece
of clothing, a
bag etc using
azipw Can
you 2ip up my.
dress for me?
» This bag’s
useless —
evarytime |
try to zip it
up, the zip gets stuck.
2 zip up: if a piece of ciothing, a bag
elc zips up, it can be fastened
together using a zip » The jacket zips
up at the frant.
zip-up #0l @ zip-up piece of clothing,
bag etc fastens together using a zip
» zip-up boots
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| ZONE

ZONE OUT »

: zone out: to stop thinking about things
i and not pay attention to anything

w Lary's medication makes him zone

i out. » When Tom gets home from work
i he just zones out in frot of the TV,

zoned out Anj unable to think clearly
about anything, especially because of
the effects of drugs » Her daughter’s
zoned out on pills all the time.

i ZONK

ZONK OUT =

i 2onk out: 1o go to sleep quickly and
: completely because you are very tired
i >} was so exhausted that | just
i wanted to zonk out on the sofa.

i ZOOM
i ZOOM IN —
: zeom In: if a camera zooms in, It

makes the person or thing that you
are photographing or filming seem

: bigger and closer b The camera

i zoomed in for a close-up of his face.
i 4 on» You con stap the video and

I z00m fn an anything an the screen.
: ZOOM OFF —

: zoom off: to leave somewhere quickly
i and suddenly » Mark jumped in his
- carand zoomed off without even

i saying goodbye.

i ZOOM OUT

i zoom out: if a camera zooms out, it

makes the person or thing you are

i photographing or filming seem smaller
i and further away » The camera zoomed
out to show the whole of ihe city.
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verb
abide

bear
beat
become

bend

bind
bite
blow
break
bring
build
burm
burst
bust
buy
cast
calch
choose
cling
come
creep
cut
deal
dig
dive
draw
dream
drink
drive
dwell
eat
fall
feed
feel
fight
find
fAling

freeze

give
g0

IRREGULAR VERBS

IRREGULAR VERBS

past tense

abided, abode
was/ were
bare

beat
became
bent

bet, betted
baund

bit

blew
broke

burned, burnt
burst

bust, busted
bought

casl

caught

chose

clung

came

crept

cut

dealt

dug

dived

did

drew
dreamed, dreamt
drank

drove
dwell, dwelled

past participle

abided
been
borne
heaten
become
bent

bet, betted
bound
birten
blown
broken
brought
built
burned, burnt
burst
busl, busted
bought
casl
caught
chosen
clung
come
crept

cut

dealt

dug

dived
done
drawn
dreamed, dreamt
drunk
driven
dwelt, dwelled
eaten
fallen

fed

falt

fought
found
flung
flown
frozen

got

given
gone
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PHRASAL VERB ACTIVATOR

This special section contains 8 different topic areas, in which groups of
phrasal verbs that are similar in meaning are shown together. For example,
around the topic area LIKE/DISLIKE, you will find various phrasal verbs
meaning liking someone, and also various phrasal verbs meaning not liking.
Once you have found the group of phrasal verbs yau are interested in, you
can then check in the main part of the dictionary to find out exactly what
each phrasal verb means.

like/dislike
start .
continue
on the telephone .

love & friendship
stop - page 197
leave ... page 199
TV/radio/lights/machines page 201

- page 195

to like someone
or something

to start to like someone
or something

P take to b warm to

B fall for » warm up to

b go for b grow on

# goin for » come around/ round to
P see sthin sb

to like someone
or something
very much
I rave about/rave over
B revel in

» be sold on
T TE T | 2T
not to like to stop liking someone
someohe or something
or something -
go off
P not care for - turn against L
P have sth agalinst I tire of

- react against
P take against

195

to have a romantic or
sexual relationship

P go out with

» go out together
P sleep with

to start having a ]
P

permanent relationshi )

P sleep together

LOVE &
FRIENDSHIP

to try to persuade
someone to have
a romantic or
sexual relationship
with you

» chat up

> ask out

» chase after

» come on to

» hit on

p settle down ‘
b shack up ‘

when two people
like each other
as friends

» geton

b get along

» hit it off

» take to

when a
friendship ends

, ¥ fall out
b drift apart
P grow apart

when a romantic or
sexual relationship ends

» split up

¥ break up

» finish with

» break off with
» walk out

\



to start doing
some work

b get down to

P get stuck inte

» set about

to start doing
something new

196

to start a company,

shop, organization etc ‘

b start up
P set up
P open up

> take up
b get into
P break into
» embark on
P branch out

to start talking
about something
b getinto
P get back to

4

» set off
» trigger off

P switch on
» turn on

» put on

¥ power up
b flick on

to make something
start happening

to make something
start working

» chuck in
P pack in
» jackin

to stop
annoying
someone

P pack it in!
P knock it off!
» back off!

» leave off!

P cutit out!

to make a machine,
light etc stop working

» switch off

b turn off

b turn out

» put off

P flick off

b shut down

a machine stops
working |

» break down
- conk out

P cut out

» shut down
» goout

to stop talking
I+ shut up
b clam up
» dry up
» break off

<



to continue to do
something

P caiy on
» keep on
» goon

» go ahead
P keep up

to continue until
something is
finished

P see sth through

to continue to
do something
although it is
difficult

CONTINUE

» struggle on
» soldieron
P stick at sth
P stick it out
b tough it out

when
something
continues in
the normal
way

/

198

to continue with
your work

b geton

» press on

» plough on

b keep at it

to contihue a
journey

b drive on

- tick over
» jog along
b plod along/on

to stop something from
being able to continue )

# hold up

199

to leave the place
where you are

to leave at the start
of a journey

» go away

» go off y

» rush off

» dash off

» take off

B run away

# run off

» be called away

P slope off

to leave
our
ome

» move out

P packitin

P jackitin

» drop out

» hand in your
resignation/ notice

b set off

b head off
- drive off
b take off

to leave because
you are angry

b walk out

to leave for a
short time

» pop out

b step out

to make
someone leave
P kick sb out
b throw sb out
b chase sb away

b frighten sb away

<

ways of telling someone
to leave because they
are annoying you

’ » go away

» get out
P clear off



200

[ to telephone someone | [ to end a phone call |
» call up P hang up

» phone up P ring off

B ring up @ ™ put down the phone

P get through ¥ get off the phone

P callin

b phone in

B ring in

P pick up the phane
¥ dial out

to telephone
someone
again later

» call back

» phone back

» ring back

.

to telephone a
lot of people
I ring round;/ around

b phone
around/ round

ON THE
TELEPHONE

when the phone
suddenly stops
working

¥ be cut off

to wait for
someone |
on the phone |
# hang on
» hold on

201

to make when something
something starts working || |

start working

to connect someone
to another person
aon the phone

» put sb through

» come on
P switch on » goon \
P turn en » warm up
P put on \
P start up —
el
el | loude!
P turn up
b crank V'
TV/RADIO/
LIGHTS/MACHINES
to make J
something ot
stop working to makiy
» switch off somtetl
« :um oﬁ“ quietel /
» shut off » turn dow’
P put out
P tum out the light when something
stops working
» break down
» go off
1 » give out
» conk out
» jam up
» pack up
¥ play up
» cut out



